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    To the Church of the Lord and to all who seek the truth:
This work is dedicated to spreading sound Christian doctrine, always seeking to edify God's people. Our commitment is to strengthen Christians so that their lives honor the Person, Work, and Name of Jesus Christ.
We present this study as a means of sharing sound teachings, with a clear and unambiguous trumpet call, free from the distortions and traditions devised by men. May it be of benefit to those who love the Lord and recognize the Bible as the sole and supreme authority.
— GUILLERMO DORIS MC BRIDE

      

    



  	
        
            
            This book contains the mind of God, the condition of man, the way of salvation, the destiny of sinners, and the blessedness of believers. Its stories are true and its decrees are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it to be saved, practice it to be holy. It contains light to guide you, food to sustain you, comfort to encourage you. It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, the pilot's compass, the soldier's backpack. Heaven is open to you here, and the gates of hell do not prevail. The Bible should fill your memory, rule your heart, and guide your feet. Read it slowly, often, and prayerfully. It is a mine of riches, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure. It is given to you in life, will be opened at the judgment, and remembered forever. It carries the highest responsibility and will judge all who despise its sacred content.
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It is an honor to have you here. Before opening the first page, I want you to pause for a moment, take a deep breath, and really think about what you have in your hands or before your eyes. The Bible is not an ordinary text; it is not simply religious literature. In fact, it is probably the most unfairly treated, analyzed, and persecuted writing in human history.

It has been fiercely attacked, burned in public squares, banned by empires, and ridiculed by skeptical intellectuals century after century. Voltaire, the famous French philosopher, once predicted that in a hundred years the Bible would be a forgotten museum piece. Ironically, fifty years after his death, the very house where he lived and wrote those critiques became a warehouse for a Bible Society to print and distribute Scriptures throughout Europe.

And here it remains: standing, unshakeable, transforming millions of lives today, just as it did millennia ago. Empires have fallen, philosophies have expired, but this text remains. Why? What does this compendium of ancient writings possess that we continue to talk about it with such passion in the 21st century?

A book to die for or a manual for existence?

There is a revealing anecdote about Sir Walter Scott, the famous Scottish writer. It is said that on his deathbed, feeling that his time was running out, he asked his son-in-law, Lockhart, to read something to him to comfort his spirit. Lockhart, looking at his father-in-law's immense personal library, full of classics, masterpieces, and Scott's own bestsellers, asked in confusion, "Which book would you like me to read to you, sir? There are thousands here."

Sir Walter's response was blunt, cutting through the air with absolute truth: "Why do you ask me that question? There is only one Book; bring me the Bible."

It is a powerful scene. At the moment of truth, fiction is useless, human philosophy falls short, and poetry only embellishes the silence. Only Truth sustains. But here lies the great mistake that many make: they relegate the Bible to those final moments, to hospital waiting rooms, to funerals, or to devastating crises.

Nothing could be further from the truth!

While it is true that it is the only safe refuge when the light of life goes out, this document we are going to study was designed by the Architect of life for the vigor of everyday life. It is not a text for death; it is fuel for existence.

It is the instruction manual for the young person seeking identity in a world of broken mirrors. It is the compass for the entrepreneur facing ethical dilemmas on Monday morning. It is comfort for the exhausted mother and wisdom for the ruler. It is the only reliable route to navigate this chaotic world and arrive intact at the final destination. It is not a sacred object to be left gathering dust on a high shelf; it is a tool to be "worn out," to be stained with daily use, to be underlined and lived out in the trenches of routine.

Witnesses, not Encyclopedias

Now, let me give you an honest warning before we delve into this study. We often fall into the trap of "passive education," an endemic evil of our time. Someone very astutely defined modern education as "a process by which information from the teacher's notes is transferred to the student's notebook, without passing through the mind or heart of either."

God forbid that should happen here! We are not here to fill mental hard drives.

The Bible says in Hebrews 10:25 that we should not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, but exhort one another. Do you know why? Because faith is not a spectator sport or a solitary academic pursuit. God did not call us to be isolated scholars in ivory towers. He did not say, "Go forth and be walking encyclopedias who win theological debates."

What God said, and continues to say, is, "You shall be witnesses."

There is a huge difference between a lawyer and a witness. The lawyer argues about the law, knows the theory, and cites precedents. The witness, on the other hand, simply sits down and says, "This is what I saw. This is what I heard. This is what happened to me." A witness is not someone who merely knows doctrine; it is someone who has been impacted by the truth and cannot help but tell it. The goal of this course is not for you to know more, but to be more.

The Sea of Galilee Principle

Let me illustrate this with a personal experience. When I was studying at seminary, I noticed a curious phenomenon. I, along with five other classmates, served as pastors or leaders in small congregations while we studied. We had the responsibility of teaching every weekend what we learned during the week.

When graduation came, we discovered that we were "a year ahead" of the rest of the class in depth of understanding and spiritual maturity.

Were we smarter than the others? Not at all! Many of my classmates were academically brilliant. Did we have access to better books or resources? No, we used the same library.

The radical difference was that we were communicating the Word. We didn't keep the truth stuck in a notebook; we had an urgent need to share it.

This is similar to the geography of Israel. There are two large bodies of water fed by the same river, the Jordan. One is the Sea of Galilee, full of life, fish, and vegetation. The other is the Dead Sea, where there is no life at all. The difference? The Sea of Galilee receives water and lets it out; the water flows. The Dead Sea receives water, but it keeps it all to itself, it stagnates, and evaporation makes it salty and bitter.

That is an unbreakable spiritual law: God channels more truth to you when truth flows through you to others. If you only receive and never give, you become spiritually stagnant.

So my challenge to you in this analysis of the "Introduction to the Bible" is this: Don't hide God's truth in your notes. Don't be the Dead Sea. Share what you discover. Tell someone at dinner what you learned today. Write a message to a friend. Let the water flow.

Our Exploration Begins

In the pages and sessions that follow, we are not going to perform a cold, academic autopsy on the text. We are going to try to listen to the heartbeat of God. We are going to understand why this book has stood the test of millennia and how it has the power to revolutionize your perspective on any given Tuesday.

We will see the Bible not as a set of "dos and don'ts," but as the story of a God who tirelessly seeks out human beings.

So, prepare your mind and set your spirit. We are not here to accumulate facts for a test, but to transform our character and become living evidence that God speaks.
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