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Foreword 

			The secular world has made some giant strides — women are running local governments, central governments and entire countries — yet the Church lags. Revd Dr Ebanks-Thelwell has ripped the veil which has enshrouded the truth behind women’s rights to be in ministry. She has shown that across the whole gamut of ministry, women have been overlooked, belittled, undermined and silenced.

			The reader is forced to move from what has been passed down through tradition to return to scriptural truth. In no way does she indicate that tradition is wrong, but she declares that we must look through context, at what we have learned through tradition. It is possible to become fixated on tradition and uphold tradition above Scripture.

			A great deal of time is given to the plethora of inequalities faced by qualified and called women of God — underpayment, invisibility, and insufficient recognition, to name a few.

			Examples of women who were used by God are brought to the forefront. Women who were heavily involved in ministry — Deborah, Huldah, Esther from the Old Testament and Priscilla and Phoebe in the New Testament. These women are treated with aplomb. 

			The oft-misquoted statement by Paul about women keeping silent in the Church is shredded, scrutinised and explained. Was Paul a man who acted out of a double standard? How could he commend Junia, a Bishop and fellow prisoner in ministry and at the same time condemn women ministers? We are shown that not everything can be taken at face value; contexts are valuable for interpreting Scripture.

			One senses the author’s disgruntlement and dissatisfaction that, although we are in the 21st century, the Church’s hierarchy still operates as though we are in the Middle Ages.

			Far from being the light of the world, the Church operates in like manner to the world, where women are seen in most circles to be secondary to men. There is great emphasis placed on the need for the Church to recognise that if she fails to treat women who work tirelessly in ministry equally with men, the credibility of the Church will be at stake. Although some denominations recognise women as Bishops and Pastors, the Pentecostal Churches have a very long way to go.

			The Self-Assessment Checklist in Chapter Twenty-Eight is necessary. The temperature gauge given is indicative of our spiritual health. We might be at a point in our ministry where we need to shout for help. This is not a sign of weakness but an honest declaration of our spiritual location.

			This book is written not just to encourage women in ministry who might be feeling depleted and undervalued; it is also written for men — men who are leaders and who continue to see women as caregivers, leaders of women’s groups, teachers at Sunday Schools, but not as Pastors. It is a call for eye salve, for spiritual enlightenment and for honest discussion.

			I pray that, after reading Dr Ebanks-Thelwell’s book, transformational changes will be seen in the Pentecostal Churches, and more women will serve as Pastors, on Church Boards, and in the ministries to which they have been called.

			Dr Bev Edwards

			

		

Foreword

			In this book, the author, Revd Dr Terryann Ebanks -Thelwell, challenges the traditional male leadership of the Ministry and Mission of Judaism and the Church, which articulates the significance of the Bible as read and accepted in the context of women’s experience. It is an attempt to affect a paradigm shift in the historical and strongly held theological belief of the predominant Leadership across nearly all denominations of Christ’s Church.

			The author has asked her readers to take women’s experience seriously as the primary source and context for understanding the nature of God and His inspired words to humanity. In her research on the nature of God, the Ministry and Mission of the Church, Revd Dr Terryann has uncovered a direct relationship between exclusive male imagery of God and the structural oppression of women.

			It is for this reason that she calls for a change in Biblical and Theological understanding of Ministry and Mission in the Church. Like other female theologians, the author raises unanswered questions by implication of ‘Feminist Theology,’ because the Christian Church, across all denominations, claims Jesus Christ as the unique God-bearer. Some female theologians have had the critical task of experiencing the significance of this male God-bearer for women, and the ongoing task of creating adequate Ministerial and Missional models for women today.

			The book advocates for women to have equal access and equal opportunity to leadership roles in the Church’s Ministry and Mission.

			The questions that are being asked are:

			
					Is the Church ready for this paradigm shift? 

					Is the model we have God-ordained or man-made? 

					Will a new model of Church Structure help or hinder the vibrancy of the Church?

			

			 It is my hope that all who read this book will find it challenging, confrontational and educational. Well done, Terryann!

			Dr Clinton L. Ryan, ThD, Professor of Divinity.

			

		

Foreword 

			When my wife first spoke about the calling she felt toward ministry, I will admit that my reaction was not one of immediate clarity or certainty. Instead, it was a mixture of pride, concern, curiosity, and, if I am honest, a little fear. Ministry is never a simple road for anyone who answers the call, but for women, the journey often carries an added weight of expectations, questions, resistance, and sometimes even silence where encouragement should exist.

			Over the years, I have had the unique privilege of witnessing this calling unfold not from a pulpit or classroom, but from the quiet spaces of everyday life. I have seen the early mornings of prayer, the late nights of study, the moments of doubt, and the moments when the presence of God was so evident that it left no room for hesitation. What began as a personal conviction in her heart gradually became a testimony that spoke not only to our family but to many others.

			This book, Women in Ministry: The Calling, The Crisis and The Reality, reflects a journey that is both deeply personal and widely shared by women who feel compelled to serve. The calling itself is sacred and undeniable, yet the path toward fulfilling it is often marked by tension. There are theological debates, cultural expectations, and institutional barriers that can make the journey feel like a constant balancing act between obedience to God and acceptance by people.

			As a husband, I have watched my wife navigate these deep waters with courage, grace and resilience. I have seen the crisis moments — times when the weight of misunderstanding or opposition could have easily silenced her voice. Yet those same moments became the soil where deeper conviction and stronger faith grew.

			But beyond the calling and the crisis lies the reality. The reality is that women in ministry are not simply participants in conversations; they are faithful servants responding to the same divine call that has guided believers throughout history. Their stories deserve to be heard, their gifts recognised, and their contributions valued.

			This book does not attempt to offer easy answers to every debate surrounding women in ministry. Instead, it opens a window into the lived experiences behind the discussion. It invites readers to consider not only the theology but also the humanity and faith that sustain those who continue to serve despite the challenges.

			

			As someone who has walked closely beside this journey, I offer this foreword not as a theologian or critic, but as a witness. I have seen the cost, the commitment, and the quiet strength required to remain faithful to a calling that is sometimes questioned but never diminished.

			My hope is that as you read these pages, you will encounter more than arguments or perspectives. You will meet stories of perseverance, conviction, and faith. And perhaps, you will come away with a deeper appreciation for the women who continue to answer God’s call to serve, teach, lead, and minister.

			May this book encourage honest reflection, thoughtful dialogue, and above all, a renewed commitment to honouring the gifts God places in every servant He calls.

			God bless you, my dear wife. Keep going because the Lord is with you.

			Pastor Alton Thelwell

			

		

Preface

			There are conversations happening in Church corridors, ministry offices, late-night phone calls, and quiet prayer closets that rarely make it to the pulpit. They are the honest conversations of women who love God deeply, who have answered His call sincerely, and who have discovered that the journey of ministry is both beautiful and bruising.

			This book was born out of listening.

			
					Listening to the woman who faithfully serves while silently battling exhaustion. 

					Listening to the leader who carries the weight of expectation but rarely receives support. 

					Listening to the sister who longs for authentic community but instead encounters competition, misunderstanding, or isolation. 

					Listening to the voices that have been celebrated publicly yet wounded privately.

			

			For too long, the narrative around women in ministry has often been simplified into extremes. In some spaces, the story is told only in triumphant tones — as if the path is smooth and the victories constant. In others, the focus rests solely on controversy and conflict. The truth, however, lives in the tension between these realities.

			The Calling, The Crisis, and the Reality

			Yet this book is not written to discourage women from ministry. Nor is it written to criticise the Church. It is written because the Church is worth healing, and women who are called by God are worth supporting well.

			Throughout these pages, we will walk honestly through the landscape women know intimately:

			
					the joy of answering God’s call

					the strength of genuine sisterhood

					the sting of jealousy and misunderstanding

					the reality of sexism and bias

					the hidden epidemic of burnout

					the deep wounds of spiritual abuse

					and the hope of restoration and wholeness

			

			

			This is both a mirror and a map.

			A mirror — because readers will see their own stories reflected in these chapters.

			A map — because the goal is not merely to name the challenges, but to chart a redemptive way forward.

			You will find biblical reflection, practical tools, guided exercises, and spaces for honest self-examination. The sections may feel deeply affirming or uncomfortably close to home. That is intentional. Healing rarely happens in denial; it begins with truth spoken in love.

			To the woman reading this who is thriving: may this book strengthen your foundation.

			To the woman who is tired but still faithful: may these pages give language to your experience and permission to care for your soul.

			To the woman who has been wounded in ministry: may you find validation, hope, and a path toward healing.

			And to Church leaders — both women and men — who genuinely desire healthier ministry cultures: this book is an invitation. The future of the Church depends not only on who is called, but on how well we steward those who serve.

			My prayer is simple: that honesty will lead to healing, that healing will lead to wholeness, and that whole women will lead in ways that bring life to the body of Christ.

			We move forward together — with courage, compassion, and hope.
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