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      **This seven episode series has alternating character points of view. For optimal enjoyment, you’ll need to finish all the episodes to see how it comes together and how it ends!**

      The Girl Chameleon Episode One  is out now!

      Praise for the serial: "De Havin's tale whisks you through a heart-pounding adventure with twists that won't quit. It's an all night read, and I can't wait for the next episode!" Kathrine Zamm

      Join Karin’s book club and receive a free short story!

      Join Karin’s Book club & Newsletter

    

  


  
    
      
        
        The Girl Chameleon Episode Three

        Second Edition Copyright © 2018 by Karin De Havin

        Published by 9 Yards Publishing

        Cover design by Victorine Originals

        Edited by Beth Iverstrom

        All rights reserved

      

      

      

      This book is the property of Karin De Havin, in all media both physical and digital. No one, except the owner of this property, may reproduce, copy or publish in any medium any or part of this book without the expressed permission of the author of this work.

      This is a work of fiction. The characters, places, brands, and events portrayed in this book are products of the author’s imagination. Any similarity to real persons, living or dead, is coincidental and not intended by the author.

      No part of this book may be reproduced, or stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise without express written permission of the author. This eBook is licensed for your enjoyment only. It may not be re-sold or given away to other people.

    

  


  
    
      To Dave: Thanks for being an awesome cook. Love the yummy treats you make so I can keep writing.

      

      To Sammy: Stay close to home or else.
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      Sitting at the breakfast table, I’m glad it’s Sunday. No way could I handle school today. My mind is spinning. Why didn't I put all the signs together? When I saw Ainsley move so quickly across the gallery, it should have been my first major clue. Not to mention the fact that he could read my mind. How else could he have known I’d wanted sushi for dinner? Plus the way I couldn't resist him even when I tried to leave the gallery. Within seconds, he easily drew me back inside. Everything added up to one simple fact—Ainsley was a vampire.

      But the bigger question is: why didn’t Brooklyn tell me? She said he was special but never told me the reason. She said we’d be perfect together. Are vampires and shifters a good match? My head continues to spin.

      The fact that I only found out the paranormal world existed last week might be the reason Brooklyn didn’t trust me with the information. Still, I can’t help but feel hurt. I thought our friendship was really taking off. But without trust we have a long way to go before we are officially BFFs.

      Luckily, my mom seems to be clueless about last night, too. She hasn’t said a word about my sneaking out of the house. She bends over Kit’s chair and puts a plate of fruit in front of him. “Here, little man, bananas are good for you.”

      He scrunches up his face. “Yuck.  They taste nasty.”

      She forces a smile. “All right. How about an orange slice then?”

      Kit picks up a circular slice and peels off a section and holds it up. “Only this is the good part.”

      I give him a pat on the back. “That’s right.” I place the rind up to my eye. “This is only good to see through.”

      He laughs, peels another slice, and hands it to me. “Think you need this.” He giggles. “Now you have glasses.”

      We both laugh while my mother rolls her eyes. “Really, Jen. Don’t teach him to play with his food.”

      I put my rind glasses down. “Sorry, I was just trying to have some fun.”

      “Like you did last night?”

      Crap. I thought she didn’t see anything. “Right. Like watching TV in my room is a blast.”

      “I heard you laughing. Sounded like you were having a good time to me. Maybe I should take away your TV privileges too.”

      Someone sure woke up on the wrong side of the bed. “Sorry. I can just watch the History Channel if you want.”

      “That’s no punishment. You know you love history.”

      “Are you okay? Seems like something is bugging you.”

      She sits down in the chair next to me. “Your dad was giving me grief last night. He says I’m too easy on you. When he was punished as a kid, his parents took anything enjoyable out of his room.”

      Why am I not surprised? I only met my granddad twice, but on each visit he never took the time to talk to me. My grandmother just followed his lead. Dad always said his parents were private people. I just thought they hated kids. They seemed fine when they were hanging out with adults. Actually, come to think of it, my granddad was the life of the party as long as there were no kids around. “Sorry, I didn't mean to cause a problem between you guys.”

      “We’ll come to a compromise.” Mom pats my hand. “But do me a favor. Wear your earbuds and watch movies on your iPad. Okay?”

      Despite the fact that she grounded me, my mom is still on my side. I give her a thumbs up. “Thanks. I’ve got the best mom in the world.”

      My dad comes in with the morning paper. “What brought that on? She’s the same person who grounded you.”

      “Right, Dad. That’s why she’s the best. Because she cares enough about me to ground my butt.”

      Dad looks at Mom and shrugs. “Seems like I missed the good part of the conversation.”

      I get up and put my cereal bowl in the sink. “I’m going to head up to my room and study.”

      My parents stare at me like I’ve transformed into some other child—one they don’t know. I blow Kit a kiss and head upstairs. If there’s one thing I’ve learned in the eighteen years I’ve lived with my parents—leave a conversation before it has the opportunity to go downhill.

      I swing open my bedroom door and debate whether I want to call Brooklyn or not. What am I going to say? I wonder if she’ll even answer. She might be out to breakfast with the businessman. I push her number in and hope for the best.

      The phone rings and rings. Right before the message picks up, I hear a garbled noise, “Jen?”

      “Hey, what are you to up to?” I sit down on my bed. “I’m stuck inside all day.”

      “Hold on a sec.” I hear her muffled voice talking to someone. “That sucks. I forgot you were grounded.”

      “Yeah. One week down, one more to go. Hey, who were you talking to? The businessman?”

      She laughs. “No way. Turns out he was a jerk like most regular guys. He bought me dinner and then handed me his room key.”

      “Wow, that is a total jerk move.”

      “Exactly. So that’s why I called up Derrick and we’re going to the beach. I need some fun after such a crappy night.”

      If only I could go to the beach with a wizard. “I’m super jealous. Looks like perfect weather. Say hi to Derrick for me.”

      She murmurs something then gets back on. “So how did it go with Ainsley? I knew you guys would hit it off.”

      “Would have been nice if you’d given me a head’s up he was a vampire.”

      She lets out a sigh. “Look, I knew you’d be mad that I didn’t tell you, but I thought you might not go out with him if you knew. You’re still kind of a newbie to the whole paranormal thing.”

      Brooklyn has a point. “Well, I figured it out when we kissed.”

      “Awesome! I’m so happy for you. When are you going out again?”

      Why is she acting so innocent? She knows he only asked me out because of her spell. “Probably never. Unless you cast another spell on him.”

      “What are you talking about? I didn’t cast a love spell on Ainsley. He asked you out himself.”

      “Wait, what? He wasn’t under a spell?”

      “No, you dummy. I just knew you guys would hit it off. I didn’t need to use magic.”

      “Why, because shifts and vamps are compatible?”

      Brooklyn is laughing so hard she can barely catch her breath. “Where did you hear that?”

      Talk about feeling like a paranormal newbie idiot. “I just…”

      Brooklyn cuts me off. “Is it so hard to believe he was into you all on his own?”

      She would have to ask me that. I’ve been through such a long dry spell with guys, I was beginning to think no one would ever ask me out. “Kind of.”

      The phone rustles and I hear a different voice come on the phone—Derrick’s. “Jen you’re being ridiculous. Don’t you know how beautiful and smart you are? I was going to ask you out if Ainsley didn’t.”

      Wait a sec. All this time regular guys ignored me like the plague but paranormal guys have the hots for me?

      Brooklyn gets back on the phone. “Jen, don't be so clueless. Guys like Ainsley and Derrick know what you can do. What’s more sexy than a girl who can morph into anything she touches?”

      Okay, she might have a point. If I step back and think about how I’d feel if I met some guy who was a chameleon like me, I might find him hard to resist too. Still, I don’t get why most of the regular guys have mostly ignored me. When I look in the mirror I always thought I was pretty. Not strikingly beautiful like Brooklyn, or her mother Eshe, but pretty enough to catch a guy’s eye. Once I hit junior high school I had a few dates. I even went out with a guy for three months in my sophomore year of high school. But I never clicked with anyone like I did with Ainsley. We had an instant, inexplicable bond. I don't think it was just because I could transform. “Sorry, it’s a lot for me to take in.”

      “Right. I’ll back off. So when are you guys going out again?”

      That’s a good question. “I don't know. He hasn’t called me.”

      A rustling sound comes through the phone. “What? You have a hot kiss and he hasn't called you yet? You gave him your number, right?”

      Crap. “Um… no. I’m so rusty at the whole dating thing, I totally forgot.”

      “Man, you really have been out of the game.” More rustling comes through the phone. “Hold on, I’m looking up his number.”

      Is Brooklyn crazy? I’m not going to call him up. I’m not that desperate, and I certainly don't want him to think I am. If he wants to go out with me again he can call Brooklyn and get mine.

      “Okay, it’s 555-534-6254. I’m going to get off the phone so you can call him right now.”

      Before I can stop her, the phone clicks off. I lay down on my bed grateful that I have ultra-strong willpower so I won’t be tempted to call him. Putting the phone on the nightstand, I close my eyes and try to relax. Ever since I’ve met Brooklyn, my life has been a whirlwind. A smile spreads across my face when I think about how much things have changed in just a few weeks. I certainly can’t say I’m bored. Not when my new BFF is a witch and my possible new boyfriend is a vampire. It’s like I’m living in some kind of strange movie.

      The bright light on my phone forces
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