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Thomas and The Time Machine 

By W.H. Benjamin
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Chapter 1

School finished in July. Thomas and his best friend Kofi played all Summer long.

One day Thomas had an idea. "Kofi”, he said, “lets build a Time Machine."

Kofi was keen. They drew the machine, made a plan and looked everywhere for things to make it turn back time. They looked in the Attic and found an old clock. A clock that didn't tick or tock. They looked in the Garden Shed, the Garage and toolbox. Finally they came back to the Tree House, with wires and pliers, a computer and a sock.

Kofi and Thomas worked all day long, every day for weeks.

One day, Kofi's Mum and dad called him to come to dinner. Kofi left to eat. Thomas's little sister Annie helped him to build the Machine. They put big metal rings all around the outside of the Tree House.

"What's this?" Annie asked. "I can see through it."

Thomas said, "hey watch out you'll break it."

"I won't", Annie told him.

Thomas said," it's powered by the Sun. The Time Machine will use the light from the Sun. It goes through the middle and into the engine."

"Like petrol for a Car?"

"We can use it to travel back anywhere."

"Can i see King Arthur?" Annie asked 

Thomas said "yes we can go anywhere. Now lets go back to work."

The sun was setting. Finally, Annie and Thomas had finished the machine.

"At last", Thomas said, "we're done. Now lets test it." He opened his history book. "I know we'll go back to Ancient Egypt. We can go and see all of the Tombs.  We can meet Tutankhamen." He pressed the Pyramid button on the wall.

"I want to try", Annie said 

Thomas said "no you're only five. Hand me the fuse"

Annie said "one day I'll be big you'll see. I'll time travel too."

"Thomas, Annie, food's ready" their mum called. She stood at the bottom of the Tree House 

Sam, Thomas's pet dog, jumped down next to her

"No Sam, bad dog, next time climb down" Mum said.

Thomas slid down the secret Tree House entrance. He slid onto the lawn.

Annie stayed behind. Annie pushed the buttons to start the Time Machine engine.

She hopped from one foot to the other. Singing and waiting to go back in time. She wanted to meet Queens, Princesses, Dragons and Egyptian mummies. But nothing happened.

"Annie! Where's Annie?" Her mother called "where are you?"

"Here mummy", Annie said. She climbed down the Tree House ladder.

"Come down", Annie's Mum said.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 2


[image: ]


At Dinner, Thomas told his parents all about the Time Machine and they laughed. No one believed him. Annie patted him on the back. 

Dad cried laughing, "Oh Tom my boy you're full of stories."

"No it's true" Thomas said "it moves in time and space. It can. I've done it. It's true one day I'll show you."

They all smiled.

Dad ruffled his hair. "That's my boy. Don't worry I believe you." Dad winked.

That night they went to sleep. There was a great storm. Thunder rolled over the house like fifty drums being hit. The house shook. Lightning struck the treehouse.

In the morning, Annie saw something strange. "Thomas!" she shouted "look the treehouse is all blue." 

There was light everywhere.

"My gosh. Eureka! Hooray! Yay!" Thomas shouted "I've done it. It works."

Thomas telephoned Kofi.

"Hello?"

"Hello Kofi! Come quick, there's something you need to see. My gosh. This is it!"

Kofi came running from next door. That's when they saw. Giant Metal Octopuses flew in the sky.

"Aliens!" Kofi shouted.

The Aliens shouted back. "That's right we've been here all night. Give us all your toys and food. We want your house, your money. We want your dinner and pets. And we won't pay for a vet."

No one replied. So, the Aliens pointed lasers at the houses. One by one they caught fire.

All the children poured out onto the street. Children began loading suitcases with toys. 

They carried cats and dogs in wheelbarrows.  Taking their pets to the landed ships

Food was shovelled from their fridges and flew into the ships. The food was flown away on the backs of flying Turtles. Turtles with new metal, machine wings and orange helmets.

"What are they doing?" Annie called.

Kofi said "they're taking our happiness away. We have to stop them."

"I know I'll get mum and dad",Thomas said. "I didn't see them at breakfast. I'll bet they'll be glad I woke them." 

They ran past old neighbour Ron who was fast asleep on the lawn. All the grown ups were sleeping. They were leaning on fences, snoring.  Or at breakfast snoozing on tables. The eggs and bacon were still on the plate and some was on their faces

Thomas, Kofi and Annie ran. 

"It's no use", Kofi told them. "They're under a trance. They've been hypnotised.

Lets get away."

"Not so fast", an Alien Robot stopped them. He was all tin and so tall. They were all scared.

He marched them back in to Thomas's house.

He said "pack all of the food. Bring down all your things in suitcases. We are taking you away."

"That's Kidnap." Annie cried, "I won't go it's not fair."

"It's against the law", Kofi protested

The Robot whistled and twenty more Robot giants, arrived. They marched the children to the fridge and brought wheelbarrows for them to fill with food. They put the cheese in the wheelbarrow and then all of the ham. The bread, lettuce and lamb. When the Robots took the chocolate cake away

Annie began to weep. "No wait but that's mine."

"No", the robot said "no now it's mine."

Annie pulled at the plate with the cake. The Robot snatched it away. Sam leapt on the Robot and knocked it to the floor, barking loudly.  Annie ran chocolate cake in hand. Kofi pulled the Discombobulator, the Ray Gun, he had leant Thomas from the kitchen drawer. He set it to 1 and pressed Stun. 

All the Robots froze trapped in time.

Still in their pyjamas Sam and Kofi fled with a Wheelbarrow of food.

They climbed the treehouse right behind Annie with hams under each arm. Throwing the bread and the apples up to Annie.

Annie turned the Time Machine on, full blast.

"Where are we going?" Kofi asked.

"Back" Thomas shouted "to 3000BC."

In the blink of an eye the Machine span."  The entire Tree House turned but the tree stood quite still.

The Tree House spun and spun round faster and faster. It turned round one hundred times. Then Thomas, the Treehouse, Sam, Annie and Kofi were gone, in a flash of blue light. 

Back to Ancient Egypt. Back to three thousand BC to see the King, Pharaoh Djet.   "He's the King", Thomas shouted. "He can help us. He will know what to do." 
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They landed in the Desert, under a hot sun. The Tree House sank into the sand a little. They all tumbled out. Splat, flat on top of the sand dune.

Thomas took the Discombobulator out from his pocket. He shot at the alien that had followed them. It was clinging to the Tree House. He set the Discombobulator to 2 and the alien melted.

They began shovelling, hiding the Time Machine in the sand. They ate a picnic. Kofi marked X on the moving map to show where they had landed. 

"Perfect, right behind the Pyramids. Remember where we've parked everyone", Kofi said.   "This way to the King" and so they set off. 

"We need to take a right turn by the Sphinx."

Kofi looked up from the map, confused. "Where is it?"

Thomas told him "silly, it hasn't been built yet." 

Kofi shook his head. "Yes, you're right. I'll need to change my map. This one is of Giza."
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