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“

Every war is a war 

against children.

”

EGLANTYNE JEBB, SAVE THE CHILDREN















BOOK iBOOK i















1

NOW.

The noise shakes the 

building under my feet.

It’s amazing this is 

still standing at all.

You’d think that someone 

would have turned it into 

luxury flats by now. 

But no. The beautiful, old, 

slightly damp, slightly 

smelly place is still here.

Best entered by

the broken window 

above the second 

fire escape ladder. 

Like always. 

For a few seconds, 

there is a peaceful sky.

Then…
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Home.

I’ve lived here 

all my life.  

Feels like 

forever. 

I know every brick.

Church. (Grandma used 

to make me go every 

week when I was little.)

Nursery. (Where I met 

Maria, when we were three.)

Mrs Jakevays’ house 

where Guss the dog 

barks at you for no 

reason, even if he 

knows you. 

Tree. (The council 

wanted to cut this 

down. We stopped 

them.)

 Firework 

time…
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My best friend 

Maria’s house.  

(Love Maria.) 

Bakery. (Best bread 

in walking distance.)

My house. 

Shop where Papa

gets his newspapers, 

which Mama says

he never reads. 

Park gate where 

Mama and Papa first 

met. (They always tell 

the story.)

Statue. (Some big-

deal general guy who 

won some battle, like, 

hundreds of years ago.)

Hardware store. (Nails, screws, 

brooms, dustbins and, at the 

back, an exceptionally fine 

selection of high-quality spray 

paints with UV-resistant shades 

and quick-drying times. Trust me.) 

Everyone is 

somewhere else.

Which

is good 

for me.  

Bus stop for school.

(I usually walk, unless 

it’s raining really hard

or very, very cold.)
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