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Hello Travelers

Have you ever come home from a long-awaited vacation feeling taken advantage of or disappointed?  Were you disappointed an hour, a day or throughout the whole vacation?  Do you want to take a better vacation this year?  This ebook will help you create the best vacation for your special interests and will eliminate many of the reasons a trip did not meet your expectations.

All of us have limited vacation time, funds, and often wonder where to go and what to do. This ebook includes data from many resources and from personal experiences over forty years.  I have taken 132 trips driving or seeing over 193,000 miles.  Areas I have seen include: all of the United States, half of the Canadian Provinces, twelve Atlantic islands, four of the five major French Polynesia / Society Islands, New Zealand, three states of Australia and Britain, Ireland, Italy and Scotland.  Destinations I saw were based on where I was living at the time, whether I liked or loved somewhere, the amount of work vacation time I had, finances and other opportunities available.  Some destinations I saw only once while others I visited many times.

You may not feel the same way, experience the same things or agree but my insights may lead to your future investigation or help you make a better decision.  This ebook presents all aspects of travel in a more realistic light.  You will become more knowledgeable in the little things, the minor decisions that make a vacation more enjoyable - your best yet.

Various situations that arise before your trip, during your trip, and after your trips are explained.  You will learn from my mistakes and experiences and take better, less stressful vacations.  The information given is not all-inclusive, but rather what I have personally experienced or my research has found.  Suggestions, tips and information shared are ones I felt might be valuable but each reader must ultimately make their own travel related decisions.  

All the resources or Internet sites mentioned are just examples of many sites available.  I am not recommending them or saying one is better than another is.  None are endorsed in any way by the author and publisher.  Each is mentioned to readers as examples to get them started with their own research.

Resources I included were ones I found easily, were user friendly or were previously recommended to me.  I have eliminated some sites, previously used, because they are now prompting you to accept cookies or forcing you to accept this condition before being able to access their site.  Readers must decide what contact information is useful and valid for their particular circumstances.

Whether this is your first trip or you are retired and ready to re-explore the world, this ebook will be of value to you. Each chapter provides insights on how to save time, money, and frustration.  If you follow some of my suggestions, you can experience a better vacation.

Chapter One of this ebook shares my travel routine before and during the trip.  It also gives you some ideas of where to go and what to do.  Choices are endless.  It also contains my top ten destination choices along with my top ten disappointment destinations.  If you have only ten trips to take in a lifetime, my choices might help you get started on the road to traveling.

You may not agree with my conclusions but if you are open to new experiences, I am confident you will enjoy seeing these destinations.   Maybe a one-time visit should not entitle a destination to be on this list but many travelers are one-time visitors.

Chapter Two and Three covers the U.S. and some foreign countries.  Some data are facts and others are my personal observations.  Everyone’s expectations or perceptions are different, just like some of us like crowds while others do not.  Everything is subject to change, although some places seem to evoke similar responses from visitors whether the visit was yesterday or sixty years ago.

Chapter Four advises you what can be done before your trip to make your escape truly a trip of a lifetime.  Research sources are given.  Tips or suggestion presented is what I have learned over the years.  Suggestions are shared on how to deal with travel agents, packing, and other aspects of pre-travel planning.  Readers learn how to choose a tour, lodging and car / camper rental company. Weather, time needed, financial and safety concerns are some of the other topics discussed.  Warnings and situations to be aware of are also presented.

Chapter Five continues with what to do while you are traveling and presents situations that will or might occur.  It addresses questions and offers solutions on circumstances that arise while traveling. More information about lodging and car / camper rentals is given.  Some other topic areas include airports, money exchange, telephone use, photography, a diary, safety, scams, shopping and dealing with Customs.

The last area, Chapter Six, concerns what to do after your trip.  It includes topics like frequent flyer programs, travel insurance, and how to make a scrapbook.  It also tells you how to handle complaints and solve problems more effectively.

Chapter Four (Before Your Trip), Chapter Five (During Your Trip) and Chapter Six (After York Trip) do share some of the same topics but from a different perspective.  Sometimes it is hard to separate out all the text into these three distinct areas so a few of the more important tips are repeated in more than one chapter.

All six chapters give readers lots of information.  First time travelers should not be overwhelmed by the amount of topic areas, questions asked or contacts given.  Everyone has different concerns and different expectations so I tried to present as many subject areas as I thought might come up when traveling.

For more seasoned travelers, topics presented might give you encouragement to try something new.  Some readers like to plan and research, others enjoy just “going with the flow”.  Readers can find the topic areas they feel are the most valuable.  Contact resources will keep this ebook current in changing world.  Travelers never know which topic areas never relevant before, now become very important.  This ebook can be skimmed, read or reread providing help now or in the future if needed.

I hope HOW TO TAKE A BETTER VACATION - SAVE TIME, MONEY AND FRUSTRATION will encourage you to put time and money aside to travel.  Traveling can and should be a truly wonderful and fulfilling experience. Happy Traveling.

MY VACATION ROUTINE

You might find a little background about my vacation routine useful.  Before leaving, I learn all I can by skimming through library books.  I also send for additional information about a particular destination and check Internet websites.

I set up a daily sightseeing schedule, in order, and a map routing.  I highlight sightseeing locations on the map.  This can be extremely helpful and save backtracking or missing a site that may be just over the border of the state you are visiting.  I take lodging information, state brochure listings along with any additional information that I found.  Sites can be skipped upon arrival and current brochures can add new sites to my itinerary.  When we quickly grab brochures, one person (who does not get carsick reading as I do) can skim them before you leave the area.  On the other hand, take a break from driving and find a table to spread them out at lodging or visitors center.  I fold down the corner of the page to note I found something of interest that saves time later.  Get that state named bag to keep them all together or put into your manila envelope with current or future itinerary sites.  

I keep lodging coupons, lodging only brochures and lodging memberships all in one manila envelope with a huge clip on it so I can easily distinguish it from others.  I also have two cloth bags, one color for current few days and another with all the information for later on in the trip.  Things will stay organized and the assisting passenger (navigator) knows where to look.  For example, I know what the day’s schedule is but my traveling companion may not.  Consistency, the same color, the same place in the car or suitcase, the same visual can make any trip more relaxing.

Over the years, airline industry changes have resulted in travel becoming more time consuming, more complicated and costly.  Now I prefer to self-drive whenever possible or combine a fly-drive. When I am traveling with someone, we can take turns driving so we each can enjoy the scenery.  We share more difficult driving whether it is through cities, mountains or in rain.

Some of the latest navigation technology might not be accurate or it not be working so I strongly suggest that one person focus on this navigation task while the other person concentrates on traffic and driving.  In areas where roads are twisty, sadly, the person driving will not be able to enjoy the scenery, homes or other views along the way unless you make multiple stops when you can pull off the road legally and safely.  For the most part the driver’s eyes will be on the road.  The sharing of driving can help prevent stressful situations and help prevent wrong or missed turns since four eyes are better than two can.  It breaks up the day for each of you and is safer since you remain more alert.

Even with multiple drivers, one may not like driving in unfamiliar areas or in a less familiar vehicle.  Some one might always be the primary driver.  There is no right or wrong.  Find a system that works for your circumstance.  If you are the primary driver or a solo traveler, do take this stops and use overlook pull outs provided in some areas.

Try never to be in such a hurry you do not stop, backtrack when you see an eagle in a tree along the roadway, etc.  Pull over; get out of the car to see anything that catches your eye.  Do stop for wildlife, views or some sign advertising a site you do not recognize.  Do not assume you will see another eagle or another waterfall later in your trip.  Stop; take the time to soak in the beauty around you.  Try not to be just being checking sites off the list.  Slow down and take more time to enjoy where you are at this moment in time.  Don’t rush your vacation away.

In areas where roads are twisty or you are driving through forests or sight limiting scenery, do take major roads or expressways to get to your sites.  Gravel roads or smaller roads often do not give you any different scenery than the main highways.  Even with navigation systems or a map, these smaller roads can make it easier to get turned around and lost.  We have all driven roads that all seem to look a like.  Signing is more often missing and you could drive for miles before seeing any landmark to help you find out which direction you are going, what town is near by or you are able to find a road that is marked on your map.  Getting lost on back roads can be especially stressful if darkness or a storm is approaching.

If you have a GPS navigation system, is it current?  Do recheck that your GPS navigation system has not substituted another city or address, directing you to a wrong location.  That dot on the tourist map may not be the real location of where your site is.  Do recheck.  When planning to see multiple sites in the same city, I highlight each location on the map. Then depending on the time I arrive, I decide which has the shortest or longest hours to arrange the actual order of my visits.  This may or may not be north to south or east to west.  Once that has been decided, then GPS navigation system can direct travelers to each individual address.

You never know when you may run into obstructions on the roads and once a newly fallen big tree blocked my road. Luckily, I was at a place I could stop before plowing into the tree and there was just enough room to go around it without going into the ditch.  However, if it had been on a blind corner or I had been unable to move the tree or turn around and damaged my car, I would have been caught in the middle of nowhere in need of help.  Potentially scary, stressful and time-consuming situations can be more common on back roads than on the major highways.  Choosing your routing carefully can eliminate problems.

Do not just rely on modern technology.  It may not be working or available. It can be wise to have maps available and know which cities are included with state maps. Even if you are planning on just driving through major cities, open to the map to that particular city.  In case of construction, travel delays or accidents you or your navigator can quickly find alternative routings. When traffic is slowing up or stopped, you may be able to take the next exit and escape the mess. Instead of hesitating on whether you should exit or stay on, waiting for your navigation system to respond, your city map may help you make a quick and wise decision.

The other option is just to get out of the traffic nightmare and wing it.  For example, you know you want to go west or north to find main highways traveling those directions.  On the other hand, you could just follow other cars who also exited.

It is no fun to waste valuable vacation time or to be stressed out not knowing what is going on or how long the delay will be.  You may be low on gasoline and worried a long delay will leave you on empty.  If you like using GPS, your phone / computer to find alternative routes, sights, do what is most comfortable or least stressful for you.  There is no right or wrong, just choices of how to reach your goal or accomplish your task.

To get the most out of each vacation day, my days are long (8 a.m. to just before sunset).  If a site has traditional nine to five hours, then I will take an earlier check-in.  Although as I age, I have found that after a few days of this longer day schedule I need a shorter day.  I also have some eye health issues so I do tire driving more than I use to.  So rather than pushing it, I just check-in early to relax, rest, and maybe enjoy the pool or jacuzzi.  I might even sleep in a little later the next morning rather than being at the next site when it opens.  I want to see as many sites as possible but flexibility is important.  This is my pace.  You set your own pace.

I take advantage of free breakfasts many lodgings offer or I have breakfast in my room.  I use a hot pot to make tea or hot chocolate and eat graham crackers, donuts or dry cereal.  I snack.  A cooler in the back seat or just a few cool drinks (and snacks) can be very refreshing.  I have had breakfast in front of the Grand Tetons and nibbled while viewing a secluded waterfall...anywhere, I choose.

If I know I will be at the same lodging for several days, I see if a refrigerator or microwave is available since it will save me time, money and is so convenient.  When I do not have a cooler with me (fly-drive), I also have other alternatives.  I can keep soda cool in the car overnight or near the room air conditioner.  I can buy cold drinks at gasoline stops or grocery stores.  I always refill my drinks at restaurant stops so have some liquid with me.  Even if it will get warm or I don’t think I might need, I want to have it just in case.

My food choice while traveling (especially drive trips) is often fast food restaurants.  It can be inexpensive and I do not have to dress up.  If I am worried about lodging availability, I find a place to stay before eating.  If I already have a lodging, I can have dinner after check-in. If I do not see any food choices near by, I ask at the lodging front desk for suggestions.  I have stopped at a favorite fast food location or restaurant in one town and then driven a little further to find a better lodging choice or get a little closer to my next destination site.  However, usually once I get checked in, I tend to stay put unless I have an evening activity planned.

You can save money on restaurants, lodging sites by being a member of various organizations including AAA (American Automobile Association), AARP (American Association for Retired People) or by joining lodging membership plans.  Do ask.  When you are driving check visitor centers, sightseeing places, lodgings and restaurants for coupons.  Many states have booklets available where you can save from about $5.00 to $15.00 per night on lodging and a few dollars per person on site entrance fees.  Some restrictions apply.  Do read the coupons carefully to see if certain dates (events) or days of the week (weekends) are a higher price or are excluded. Internet sites may also have coupons or special deals you can access.  Some lodging locations include a discount coupon to a nearby restaurant.

I rarely make lodging reservations, not even in Australia except for the first and last nights. On occasion, I have had difficulty in finding a vacant room.  This causes anxiety, but no reservation travel does have several advantages.  I control the pace of the day, staying longer at some sites or going quickly through at others.  I can also then see the lodging.  What does the lodging look like? How far is it set back from the road, bar or other noisy area?  I only use the room to get a quiet night's sleep.

If you see no vacancy signs when entering your location to overnight, stop in as soon as possible to get your lodging. If you find your lodging stop is full, ask them for suggestions of who has vacancies.  Can they call for you?  Is there another of their chain nearby where a reservation can be made to hold that last room or two available?   You can also use your cell phone to call lodging 800 telephone numbers.   Use caution when a chain says the town is full up.  I have been lied to.  Do check the smaller mom and pop places since they may have rooms.  You do not want to stress yourself out or skip a site and move on if there truly were rooms available.

My budget and comfort level is lodging in the middle price range to low but not rock bottom.  I select better lodging in Europe, for example, where their standards are not equal to ours. Your investigation will reveal this fact.  I ask for the least expensive room and upgrade as necessary or needed.  If that less expensive room is not available, sometimes the lodging will upgrade you with the lower room rate you requested.  It will depend if a room is available and the individual lodging's policy.

I found a travel routine that is comfortable to me.  The above method works for me but it might not for you.  Using HOW TO TAKE A BETTER VACATION - SAVE TIME, MONEY AND FRUSTRATION and other source materials cited will help you make choices.  You choose your choice of transportation, day-to-day pace and sites to see.  Find what works for your circumstances.

WHERE TO GO AND WHAT TO SEE

Everyone has there own reasons for wanting to travel.  My interests have changed or developed over the years.  Having seen hundreds of sites, some new sights may not sound as good as somewhere I have already been so they may be skipped.  For example, I regularly see more than seventy old cars at local cruise nights each summer so I might skip automobile museums with smaller collections depending on what cars they feature.

Other sites were not in existence on a previous visit.  Some exhibits or newspaper article sparked an interest.  Your reasons are less important than your action to follow up on your dreams of traveling.  Whether you sit on the beach all day or want to go exploring does not matter as long as you are happy and enjoying the experience.

If you live in an area that has lots of mountains or waterfalls, you might want to see beaches or deserts.  If you saw the Rocky Mountains first, you may always prefer them to the Smoky Mountains.  Everyone is different and there is no right or wrong.  One visit may have been on a rainy day vs. a sunny day or with crowds vs. having the place all to yourself.  Some individual guide or staff member might have influenced your outlook or mood.  Maybe you saw the area or site on a day you were not feeling 100 percent or too soon after a surgery to walk without that cane or wheel chair.

To stretch your travel budget, compare lodging and gasoline prices.  See if taxes are higher in one city or state vs. another.  For instance, Nashville, Tennessee has four taxes added to lodging vs. many other areas in Tennessee with only two.  Some areas tend to be more expensive.  For example, Midwest or the West can be more expensive than the Southeast.

You can compare money exchange rates.  Can Canadian or European travel be less expensive now than in the past? What countries are offering special incentives?  Are you planning a family?  Will you need to do caretaking for aging family members?  Will you be adopting a pet?  If you a feeling overwhelmed by life’s realities?  Do you need some couple or family time?  Does a relative or a friend own property somewhere you can join them or rent from them?  Did you promise to go somewhere special on your 25th anniversary or when you retired?

This may be the time to see that favorite entertainer.  No matter what their age, people do retire, change professions or die unexpectedly.  Many an entertainer has had a celebrity signing or concert within weeks or a few months of their death.  Museums close, annual events change or end.  Prioritizing your travel choices can help you make decisions.

If you are undecided on where to go and what to do, may I suggest that if you are young, healthy or have the physical and mental energy that you 

1)  Do activities that are more active like biking, hiking, snorkeling and scuba.  Do remember marked biking trails may really be just a regular road vs. a dedicated bike lane.

2)  Chose areas with the most narrow, twisty or time consuming roads.

3)  Drive trips with longer distances between sites.  For instance, that trip out West or Alaska.

4)  See nature areas, glaciers, snow capped mountains since they are disappearing.  Find beaches, quiet out of the way destinations before they are over developed.  See that blowhole before they add a cement walkway.

5)  Visit high altitude locations.

6)  Attend evening events.  Aging eyes do cause many of us to lose some nighttime driving ability.  You may be less motivated to start another activity later in the evening or just lack the energy level needed.

7)  See wild animals, (whales, etc.) while they are still can be seen since each year more disappear or their numbers decrease.

8)  Do not save Europe thinking tours or bus trips are less strenuous.  Streets are narrow and there are long walks uphill and downhill to access sights or return to your bus.  Many areas are not handicap accessible.

Time restrictions, the list is endless on what can affect our choices and whether we liked or disliked a location or site.  Litter, noisy people, parking problems, pollution, traffic, sign pollution, unfriendly people all might give you a negative experience.  Trying to keep a positive attitude may help or sometimes just leaving is the best solution.  Let your individual personality, your patience level dictate your actions.  I know this ebook can help you be more prepared for the unexpected and common things that can happen while traveling. You have the opportunity to see places or be in situations that will bring you joy and fulfillment vs. disappointments. I hope that you can find a better way to react and find the best of the best while traveling.  If you follow even some of the suggestions in this ebook, you can make your vacation experiences less costly and more enjoyable.

Let your interest and personal research narrow down your list of places to go and sites to see.   However if you need more ideas, see my list below of destinations I have visited and what I found. A * indicates of all I have seen in that topic area that this state or country had the best.  All of these are MY opinion only.

AIRPLANES

This list focuses mostly on World War II airplanes, especially bombers.

Arizona - California - Georgia - Indiana - Michigan - Minnesota - Nebraska - New York - Ohio -  Ontario, Canada - Oregon - Victoria, Australia - Wisconsin

––––––––
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AMERICAN INDIAN

Seeing dances and hearing drumming at a pow wow can be fun too.

Arizona - Colorado - Illinois - Indiana - Michigan - New Mexico - New York City - New York State - North Carolina - Oklahoma - Ontario, Canada - Pennsylvania - South Dakota - Washington, D.C. - Washington State - Wisconsin

––––––––
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AMUSEMENT PARKS

An Internet site to check is https://www.themeparkcity.com 

California - Florida - Illinois - Ohio

––––––––
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ANNUAL EVENTS

Although annual events will mean more crowds, traffic and higher lodging costs, they can be enjoyable.  Reenactments can include Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Frontier / Rendezvous, Civil War, World War I or World War II. 

California - Illinois - Kentucky - Michigan - Mississippi - New York State - Ontario, Canada - Pennsylvania - Wisconsin

––––––––
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BATTLEFIELDS

Those listed might also include museums, have walking and drive tour areas within the original battlefield.  Armory, informational markers and tombstones are common.  Most battlefields listed are those with the least amount of modern intrusion enabling visitors to easily step back into time and get a feel of what happened.

*Gettysburg Battle Tour with Sound on 134 in Gettysburg National Military Park in Gettysburg - Fee - Visit off-season

Massachusetts - * Pennsylvania - Virginia - West Virginia

––––––––
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BEACHES

This list includes some less crowded locations.

* Anguilla - California - Florida - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Kauai (Hawaiian Island) - Lanai (Hawaiian Island) - Maui (Hawaiian Island) - New South Wales, Australia - New Zealand - North Carolina - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - Oregon -St. John (U.S. Virgin Island) - St. Thomas (U.S. Virgin Island) - South Carolina - Victoria, Australia

––––––––
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BOTANICAL GARDENS

Alabama - Arizona - British Columbia, Canada - California - Florida - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Illinois - Indiana - Kauai (Hawaiian Island) - Michigan - Ontario, Canada - Pennsylvania - Quebec, Canada - Virginia - Washington, D.C. - Wisconsin

––––––––
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CAROUSELS

California - Illinois - Indiana - Michigan - Missouri - New Jersey - Ohio - Ontario, Canada - Oregon - Pennsylvania - Tennessee - Wisconsin
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CAVES

Alabama - California - Indiana - Kentucky - Maui (Hawaiian Island) - New Zealand - North Carolina - Ohio - Texas

––––––––
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CHURCHES

This list focuses on stained glass, wood carvings and frescoes.

Britain - California - Florida - Georgia - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Illinois - Indiana - Ireland - Italy - Kentucky - Louisiana - Missouri - New Jersey - New York City - New York State - New South Wales, Australia - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - Ohio - Pennsylvania - Quebec, Canada - Scotland - Tennessee - Victoria, Australia - Virginia - Washington, D.C. - Wisconsin

––––––––
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CIRCUS

*Circus World Museum at 416 Water Street in Baraboo - Fee

Florida - Indiana - * Wisconsin

––––––––
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DAM

Montana - Nevada

––––––––
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DINOSAURS

Alberta, Canada - British Columbia, Canada - Colorado - Kentucky - New York City - Ontario, Canada - South Dakota - Utah

––––––––
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DOLLS

California - Michigan - New York State - Ohio - Ontario, Canada - Pennsylvania - Virginia - Wisconsin

––––––––
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ENTERTAINMENT

Fun daytime activity.

Britain - British Columbia, Canada - California - Colorado - Florida - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) -  Illinois - Indiana - Iowa - Ireland - Italy - Kentucky - Maui (Hawaiian Island) - Michigan - Missouri - Montana - Nevada - New Jersey - New South Wales, Australia - New York City - New Zealand - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - Ontario, Canada - Scotland - South Dakota - Tennessee - Washington, D.C.- West Virginia

––––––––
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EVENING ENTERTAINMENT

Some places are best or only seen at night (light shows, lite waterfall or concerts and do not forget to look up to see the moon and stars.

California - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Italy - Kauai (Hawaiian Island) - Michigan - Moorea (French Polynesia / Society Islands) - Nebraska - Nevada - Oahu (Hawaiian  Island) - Yukon, Canada

––––––––
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GLACIERS

*Portage Glacier off Seward-Anchorage Highway in Portage (Anchorage area)

* Alaska - Alberta, Canada - British Columbia, Canada - Montana - New Zealand - Washington State

––––––––
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HIKING

(IN WATERFALLS SECTION TOO)

Hiking shoes are not always necessary but do wear study shoes.  Carry mosquito repellant, something to drink and eat along with extra clothes in a knapsack.  As it gets warmer or colder, you can take off or add clothing. Do not litter.

Read all information and warnings available at the hike site.  If you have a place to sign in prior to starting a particular hiking trails, make sure you do.  If you are in bear territory, talk to a ranger if possible or read the warning notices to review what to do or not to do if you sight one or one starts following you. Do remember that wildlife should not be approach and keep a very safe distance away from them. They are wild animals.  You are guests in their home, their backyard, so be respectful when viewing birds and animals of all sizes.  Do not damage or destroy vegetation, habitat along the way. 

Do be quiet so as not to disturb other hikers or any wildlife.  Listen to birds singing or to the sound of your own footsteps.  This is not the time for conversations or loud noises. Early morning can be the better time to hike as it is cooler and sites can be less crowded.

If you are caught out during an electrical storm.

1)  Seek shelter in an enclosed building or vehicle (avoid open picnic pavilions)

2)  If you cannot find shelter, crouch down with feet together and your hands on knees in a low area and avoid isolated trees and large open areas

3)  Get out of water or boats and stay away from bicycles and golf carts

Alaska - Arkansas - British Columbia, Canada - California - Florida - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Kauai (Hawaiian Island) - Maui (Hawaiian Island) - Minnesota - Montana - New York State - New Zealand - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - Ontario, Canada - Washington State - Wisconsin

––––––––
[image: ]


HISTORICAL BUILDING, AREA, PROGRAM

PETRIFIED FOREST

(IN MUSEUM SECTION TOO)

Alaska - Arizona - Britain - British Columbia, Canada - California - Colorado - Connecticut - Hawaii  (Hawaiian Island) - Idaho - Illinois - Iowa - Ireland - Kansas - Louisiana - Massachusetts - Maui (Hawaiian Island) - Michigan - Missouri - Molokai (Hawaiian Island) - Montana - Nebraska - Nevada - New Mexico - New York State - New Zealand - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - Oklahoma - Ontario, Canada - Pennsylvania - Scotland - South Dakota - Tahiti (French Polynesia / Society Islands) - Utah - Victoria, Australia - Virginia - Washington, D.C. - Wyoming - Yukon, Canada

––––––––
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HOMES

(IN HISTORICAL BUILDING...SECTION TOO)

California - Colorado - Delaware - Florida - Indiana - Kentucky - Louisiana - Michigan - Minnesota - Mississippi - Missouri - Montana - New Jersey - New York - North Carolina - Rhode Island - South Carolina - Victoria, Australia - Virginia - Wisconsin

––––––––
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MUSEUMS

(IN AIRPLANES, HISTORICAL BUILDING..., SHIP AND TRANSPORTATION SECTIONS TOO)

Some museums are not lit well and a flashlight can be handy. If you will be visiting several museums in one city or area, check to see if a museum pass is available.  It can be less expensive to purchase a pass than to pay each individual entrance fee.

Ward Museum in Illinois Masonic Home on 121 in Sullivan - *Seashells

Arizona - Arkansas - Britain - British Columbia, Canada - California - Colorado - Florida - Georgia - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Illinois - Indiana - Ireland - Italy - Kansas - Kauai (Hawaiian Island) - Kentucky - Massachusetts - Maui (Hawaiian Island) - Michigan - Minnesota - Missouri - Nebraska - New South Wales, Australia - New York City - New York State - New Zealand - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - Ohio - Oklahoma - Ontario, Canada - Pennsylvania - Quebec, Canada - Scotland - South Dakota - Tennessee - Texas - Victoria, Australia - Virginia - Washington, D.C. - Wisconsin - Wyoming
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MUSIC

Illinois - Michigan - New York - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - Pennsylvania

––––––––
[image: ]


PARKS

(IN WATERFALLS SECTION TOO)

If you are dong a lot of traveling in one year do look into state and national park passes.   Passes can more economical than paying daily fees.  Passes may be available at park entrances.  A few Internet sites that might be valuable are https://wwwnps.gov and https://www.us-parks.com and www.npca.org.

Alaska - Alberta, Canada - Arizona - Britain - British Columbia, Canada - California - Colorado - Florida - Georgia - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Idaho - Illinois - Indiana - Kentucky - Massachusetts - Maui (Hawaiian Island) - Minnesota - Montana - Nevada - New Hampshire - New Mexico - New South Wales, Australia - New York City - New York State - New Zealand - North Carolina - North Dakota - Ontario, Canada - Oregon - South Dakota - Tennessee - Utah - Virginia - Washington State - West Virginia - Wisconsin - Wyoming
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RECREATION OF PAST OR AREA

Georgia - Massachusetts - Michigan - Missouri - New Jersey - New York State - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - Ontario, Canada - Pennsylvania - Tennessee - Virginia
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SHIPS

The list focuses on sailing ships but does include other ship types.

Alabama - British Columbia, Canada - California - Florida - Massachusetts - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - Ohio - Pennsylvania - Virginia
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SHOPPING

(Food, Gift Area)

British Columbia, Canada - California - Colorado - Florida - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Illinois - Indiana - Iowa - Ireland - Italy - Maryland - Maui (Hawaiian Island) - Michigan - Minnesota - Missouri - New York City - New York State - New Zealand - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - Ohio - Ontario, Canada - Pennsylvania - South Dakota - Tennessee - Victoria, Australia - Virginia - Washington, D.C. - Washington State - Wisconsin - Wyoming
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SNORKELING

Never snorkel alone.  Be sure to check locally before entering any water to make sure there are not any riptides or other unknown or unseen dangers.  Some on the list are more beginner locations (Oahu, Hawaii) and others, like Bonaire, are for the very experienced and confident snorkeler only. This list includes places with consistent visibility and easier access

*Nukove at Klein Bonaire (Little Bonaire) - Fee for boat trip to island

Anguilla - * Bonaire  (Netherlands - Antilles) - Bora Bora (French Polynesia / Society Islands) - Florida - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Lanai (Hawaiian Island) - Maui (Hawaiian Island) - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - St. John (U.S. Virgin Island) - St. Thomas ( U.S. Virgin Island)
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THEATERS

The list focuses on those built in the 1920’s or early 1930’s.

Illinois - Indiana - Michigan - Missouri - Wisconsin
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TOURS

Bora Bora (French Polynesia / Society Islands) - California - Colorado - Grand Cayman, Cayman Island - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Italy - Kauai (Hawaiian Island) - Nevada - New South Wales, Australia - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - Ontario, Canada - Quebec, Canada - Utah
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TRANSPORTATION SITE, SPACE, TRAIN

(Other than AIRPLANES OR SHIPS)

Alabama - California - Colorado - Florida - Illinois - Indiana - Kentucky - Michigan - Nebraska - North York - Ohio - Pennsylvania - South Dakota - West Virginia
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VIEWS, SCENIC AREA

Alabama - Alaska - Alberta, Canada - Arizona - Bora Bora (French Polynesia / Society Islands) - Britain - British Columbia, Canada - British Virgin Gorda (British Virgin Island) - California - Colorado - Florida - Grand Cayman (Cayman Island) - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Idaho - Illinois - Ireland - Italy - Kauai (Hawaiian Island) - Maine - Massachusetts - Maui (Hawaiian Island) - Michigan - Missouri - Molokai (Hawaiian Island) - Montana - Moorea (French Polynesia / Society Islands) - Nebraska - Nevada - New South Wales, Australia - New York State - New Zealand - North Carolina - North Dakota - Oahu (Hawaiian Island) - Ohio - Ontario, Canada - Oregon - Pennsylvania - Puerto Rico (U.S. Territory) - Rhode Island - St. John (U.S. Virgin Island) - St. Thomas (U.S. Virgin Island) - St. Vincent - Scotland - South Australia, Australia - South Dakota - Tahiti (French  Polynesia / Society Islands) - Texas - Utah - Vermont - Victoria, Australia - Virginia - Washington, D.C. - Washington State - Wisconsin - Wyoming - Yukon, Canada
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WATERFALLS

(IN PARKS SECTION TOO AND COULD BE IN HIKING)

This list focuses on waterfalls of greater heights including some more easily accessible.

Alabama - Alaska - Alberta, Canada - Arkansas - British Columbia, Canada - California - Colorado - Connecticut - Georgia - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Idaho - Kauai (Hawaiian Island) - Kentucky - Maui (Hawaiian Island) - Minnesota - Montana - Moorea (French Polynesia / Society Islands) - New South Wales, Australia - New York State - New Zealand - North Carolina - Ohio - Ontario, Canada - Oregon - Pennsylvania - Quebec, Canada - Tennessee - Vermont - Victoria, Australia - Washington State - Wisconsin - Yukon, Canada
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WILDLIFE SEEN

(IN PARKS SECTION TOO)

You may see wildlife in these areas as I did.  Internet site www.animaltourism.com gives suggestions of where you can find a particular animal.

Alaska - Alberta, Canada - Arizona - Arkansas - Bonaire (Netherlands Antilles) - Bora Bora (French Polynesia / Society Islands) - British Columbia, Canada - California - Colorado - Delaware - Florida - Georgia - Grand Cayman (Cayman Island) - Hawaii (Hawaiian Island) - Idaho - Illinois - Indiana - Italy - Kansas - Kauai (Hawaiian Island) - Kentucky - Lanai (Hawaiian Island) - Maryland - Maui (Hawaiian Island) - Michigan - Minnesota - Missouri - Molokai (Hawaiien Island) - Montana - Nebraska - New Jersey - New South Wales, Australia - New Zealand - North Carolina - North Dakota - Ohio - Oklahoma - Ontario, Canada - Oregon - Pennsylvania - Quebec, Canada - St. Thomas (U.S. Virgin Island) - South Dakota - Tennessee - Texas - Utah - Victoria, Australia - Wisconsin - Wyoming
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ZOO

Drive through Safari Parks are listed under W - WILDLIFE SEEN.

Indiana - Kansas - Nebraska - New South Wales, Australia - Ohio - Ontario, Canada - Tennessee - Victoria, Australia - Washington, D.C. - Washington State
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MY TOP TEN FAVORITE AND DISAPPOINTING DESTINATIONS (In Alphabetical Order)

MY TOP TEN FAVORITE DESTINATIONS

Alberta, Canada - Arizona - British Columbia, Canada - California - Colorado - Hawaiian Islands (Kauai, Hawaii and Oahu) - Kentucky - New Zealand - Oregon - Utah

MY TOP TEN DISAPPOINTED

Alaska (Mainland - non ocean areas) - Cayman Brac (Cayman Islands) - Grand Cayman (Cayman Islands) - Huahine (French Polynesia / Society Islands) - Italy - New Brunswick, Canada - Quebec, Canada - St. Lucia (Caribbean) - St. Vincent  (Caribbean) - Yukon, Canada
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UNITED STATES

PHOTOS
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Jefferson Hotel - Richmond, Virginia
Glacier National Park- Alaska[image: image]
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Miles Musical Museum - Eureka Springs, Arkansas
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Huntington Gardens - San Marino, California
Splendid China - Four Corners, Florida[image: image]
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Tonto National Monument - Arizona
[image: image]
Byodo Temple - Oahu, Hawaii
[image: image]
Redfish Lake - Sawthooth National Recreation Area, Idaho
[image: image]
Grotto of the Redemption - West Bend, Iowa
[image: image]
Seaside Heights - New Jersey
[image: image]
Cannon Beach area - Oregon
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U.S. Naval Memorial Museum -  Washington, D.C.
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Tracy Arm - Alaska 
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CHAPTER TWO



THE UNITED STATES

OBSERVATIONS
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In this chapter, I have included some general information and observations about many locations. Some states have more information than others do since I may have visited them more often or just did more research.  The absence of data or the amount of data presented should not influence your decision to visit these places.  Rather use my data to gain knowledge.

General information like knowing airline city codes can help eliminate your luggage going to the wrong destination.  Travelers should know and follow the laws at all times but while traveling we are in unfamiliar areas and may be distracted by sights seen along the road.  Police activity noted might keep you more alert since no one wants a ticket or confrontation.

Observations like poor or confusing signing and construction can cause delays and frustration.  If you are aware a head of time, you can prepare by having a more accurate  navigation system, a charged cell phone and more detailed map available.  A twisty road observation will mean your travel time will increase since you will be going at lower speeds.  If this twisty road is through a national forest or other wooded areas, you will know too that shadows will cause more eyestrain and make seeing that deer ready to cross the road harder to see.

If you will be driving in states without a lot of expressways or twisty roads do consider checking Internet sights that give detailed directions that also include driving time based on current traffic situations.  Will be you there before or after any rush hour traffic?  Can you take an early meal or stay longer somewhere to avoid more time consuming times?  Can you find another route that is further away from these busy areas?  You do not want to plan a scenic drive to find you will be still driving it after dark.  You do not want to find that your prepaid or pre booked lodging is further away than you thought.

Other observations might include sign pollution, shopping tips, if people are more helpful or friendly or when wildflowers are in season.  The exact season (weeks, months) are not included since they will vary year to year depending on local weather conditions (like droughts or flooding) and global warming.

A negative notation I made years ago may no longer be valid.  Things change constantly but if it happened once, or was allowed to happen (for example litter), the observation may be valid today. You can judge whether a previous negative warrants your further investigation.  For instance, do current comments made on Internet website like www.tripadvisor.com  mention something similar?  Good or bad, these observations and comments are just those that my research found or that I noted in my diary at the time.  Maybe they can be useful to you.

ALABAMA

52,423 square miles or 135,775 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  BHM = Birmingham

2)  HSV = Huntsville

3)  MOB = Mobile

COPS - Watch your speed

FALL COLOR - November

POLLUTION
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ALASKA

656,424 square miles or 1,700,139 square kilometers

AIRPORT - Anchorage is busy and Crowded

AIRPORT CODES - ANC = Anchorage

CAR TROUBLE - Damaged tires, Pitted or broken windshields, Dirt and dust

MOSQUITOES

PEOPLE - Some unfriendly in Mainland Alaska

ROAD CONDITIONS - Poor and Construction delays

TRAFFIC - Anchorage Airport
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ARIZONA

114,006 square miles or 295,276 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  FLG = Flagstaff

2)  PHX = Phoenix

3)  PRC = Prescott

4)  TUS = Tucson

5)  YUM = Yuma

COPS - Watch your speed

TRAFFIC - Casa Grande, Phoenix, and Scottsdale

WILD FLOWERS IN SEASON
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ARKANSAS

53,182 square miles or 137,742 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES - LIT = Little Rock

FALL COLOR - October and November

PARKING SPACE SHORTAGES - Eureka Springs

ROAD CONDITIONS – Twisty, Time consuming and Tiring

SIGN POLLUTION

TRAFFIC - Eureka Springs
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CALIFORNIA

163,707 square miles or 424,002 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  BUR = Burbank / Glendale/Pasadena

2)  FAT = Fresno

3)  KIC = King City

4)  LGB = Long Beach

5)  LAX = Los Angeles

6)  MRY = Monterey

7)  OAK = Oakland

8)  L52 = Oceano

9)  ONT = Ontario

10)  SNA = Orange County / John Wayne Airport

11)  PSP = Palm Springs

12)  PRB = Paso Robles

13)  SMF = Sacramento

14)  SAN = San Diego

15)  SFO = San Francisco

16)  SCK = Stockton

17)  SJC = San Jose

BEACHES IN LOS ANGELES AREA ARE FEE TO PARK

GASOLINE MUST BE PREPAID

POLLUTION

ROAD SIGNING - Missing, Unclear, You will get lost

No Lodging, Food and Gas Signing or if given there are no  follow up signs at expressway exits

SIGN POLLUTION – LOS ANGELES

TRAFFIC - San Francisco, Southern California (areas in and around Los Angeles and San Diego) and Yosemite National Park

WEATHER - Heavy amounts of rain will cause street flooding, mudslides and other damage causing delays, detours or closures of roads or sites, possible physical danger and mental anguish
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COLORADO

104,100 square miles or 269,620 square kilometers

AIRPORT - Train To Terminal

AIRPORT CODES

1)  COS = Colorado Springs

2)  DEN = Denver

COPS - Watch your speed and Slow speeds in National Parks and forest roads

PEOPLE – are friendly and helpful

ROAD CONDITIONS - Construction, Mountain driving is time consuming, Watch the road, Stay alert

TRAFFIC - Denver to Colorado Springs
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CONNECTICUT

5,544 square miles or 14,358 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  BNH = Barnes / Hartford

2)  BDL = Bradley / Hartford

FALL COLOR - October

ROAD SIGNING - Poor or Missing
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DELAWARE

2,489 square miles or 6,447 square kilometers

FALL COLOR - October and November

RADIO STATIC
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[image: ]


FLORIDA

65,756 square miles or 10,308 square kilometers

AIRPORT - Miami - Crowds and Lines and Customs can be a mess

Orlando - Car rental exit confusing

AIRPORT CODES

1)  BCT = Boca Raton

2)  DAB = Daytona Beach

3)  DTS = Destin

4)  FLL = Fort Lauderdale

5)  GNV = Gainesville

6)  JAX = Jacksonville

7)  MLB = Melbourne

8)  MIA = Miami

9)  OAK = Oakland

10)  MCO = Orlando

11)  PBI = Palm Beach

12)  PNS = Pensacola

13)  RSW = Fort Myers Regional

14)  SRQ = Sarasota

15)  PIE = St. Petersburg

16)  TLH = Tallahassee

17)  TPA = Tampa

18)  PBI = West Palm Beach

LITTER - Jacksonville area

PEOPLE - Some not friendly

ROAD SIGNING - Orlando, Turn lanes without warning

SIGN POLLUTION

TIME ZONES – Multiple

TOLL ROADS - Florida Turnpike (47 mile stretch) has no cash toll booths.  You  will receive a bill along with an administrative fee either directly to you or to car rental company.
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GEORGIA

59,441 square miles or 153,953 square kilometers

AIRPORT - Atlanta - Unmarked, Unclear and Much walking necessary

AIRPORT CODES

1)  ATL = Atlanta

2)  SAV = Savannah

COPS - Watch your speed

LITTER
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ALL HAWAIIAN ISLANDS

10,932 square miles or 26,313 square kilometers

Many beaches for swimming and walking everywhere.  My choices, in order are Oahu, Maui, Kauai, Lanai and then Hawaii / Molokai.

Hiking can be dangerous.  Check locally with police whether you will be safe or which areas to avoid.  The hiking book Hawaiian Hiking Trails by Craig Chrisholm is excellent.

Views from the air during daylight flights in and out of the islands can be impressive especially when using small airlines.  Some ocean roads offer views.

HAWAII

FLOWERS EVERYWHERE IN KONA RESORT AREAS AND IN HILO RESIDENTIAL AREAS

KONA HAS SOME PAY PARKING

KAUAI

TRAFFIC - Lihue and Poipu

LANAI

ROAD CONDITIONS - Unmarked, Bumpy, Dust, Dirt especially in jeep.  Rent / use jeep only if you are comfortable with stick shift

MAUI

SOME PAY PARKING

TRAFFIC

MOLOKAI

LITTER

MOSQUITOES

NOISY ROOSTERS IN MORNING

ROAD CONDITIONS - Unmarked

OAHU

AIRPORT CODES - HNL = Honolulu

COPS - Very visible

MANY PLACES ARE TOO COLD - Over Air-Conditioned

ROAD SIGNING - Confusing

TRAFFIC - Nuuanu Pali and Waikiki
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IDAHO

83,574 square miles or 216,456 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES - BOI = Boise

POLLUTION

ROAD CONDITIONS - Some are gravel

ROAD SIGNING - Disappears, Missing 

TIME ZONES - Multiple 

TRAFFIC

––––––––
[image: ]


ILLINOIS

57,918 square miles or 150,007 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  MDW = Midway

2)  ORD = O’Hare (too cold in winter)

3)  PIA = Peoria

4)  MLI = Quad City / Moline

5)  RFD = Rockford

BEGGARS - Chicago

COPS - Watch your speed

CRIME - Chicago

LITTER

POLLUTION

ROAD CONDITIONS - Construction

SIGN POLLUTION

SIGNS HIDDEN BY VEGETATION

TOLLWAYS - Expensive and frequent pay areas over very short distances

Stay alert to what lane you must be in to pay cash.

Some booths are cash only or unmanned where you can not pay and must take a form with payment options on it including on line or via the mail.  Payment must be made in a very short time (less than two weeks).

TRAFFIC EVERYWHERE IN NORTHERN ILLINOIS / CHICAGO AREA

The worst areas are Chicago to Wisconsin on Friday or Sunday; Chicago to Indiana and Dubuque, Iowa / 20 East to 90 / Chicago; Chicago and most towns within 50 miles from Chicago
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INDIANA

36,420 square miles or 94,328 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  EVV = Evansville

2)  IND = Indianapolis

FALL COLOR - October 

POLLUTION

ROAD SIGNING - Missing, Poor

SERVICES - fast food not available in some areas

SIGN POLLUTION

TIME ZONES - Multiple
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IOWA

56,276 square miles or 145,754 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  CID = Cedar Rapids

2)  DSM = Des Moines

SERVICES - Few fast food restaurants, Few gasoline stations, Few lodgings except for in large major cities

TRAFFIC - Des Moines and Dubuque / 20 East to 90 / Chicago, Illinois
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KANSAS

82,282 square miles or 213,110 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES - ICT = Wichita

COPS - Watch your speed

PEOPLE – are friendly and helpful

STOCKYARD ODORS

TIME ZONES - Multiple

TRAFFIC - Kansas City
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KENTUCKY

40,411 square miles or 104,665 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  CVG = Covington , KY / Cincinnati, OH

2)  SDF = Louisville

FALL COLOR – October

LANGUAGE - Accent

POLLUTION

ROAD CONDITIONS - Narrow and Twisty

ROAD SIGNING - Poor and Missing for Lodging in Cincinnati area. Some hidden by vegetation

SERVICES - Fast food not available in some areas

TIME ZONES - Multiple
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LOUISIANA

51,843 square miles or 134,275 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  MSY = New Orleans

2)  SHV = Shreveport

CITY - New Orleans is crowded

COPS - Watch your speed

LITTER

ROAD SIGNING - Poor and Missing
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MAINE

35,387 square miles or 91,653 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  BGR = Banger

2)  PWM = Portland

DRIVERS - Poor and Speed

FALL COLOR - September

ROAD SIGNING - Poor

TRAFFIC
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MARYLAND

12,407 square miles or 32,135 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES - BWI = Baltimore International 

COPS - Watch your speed

FALL COLOR - October

LITTER

RADIO STATIC

ROAD CONDITIONS - Twist more than they appear on maps and Time consuming and Very few 70 mph speed limit areas
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MASSACHUSETTS

10,555 square miles or 2,337 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES - BOS = Boston

DRIVERS - Reckless and Unpredictable and Speed and a Terrible experience

FALL COLOR - October

TRAFFIC - Boston and Cambridge and Salem
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MICHIGAN

96,705 square miles or 250,466 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  DET = Detroit City

2)  DTW = Detroit / Wayne County

3)  FNT = Flint

DRIVERS - Reckless and Unpredictable

FALL COLOR - October and November

ROAD CONDITIONS - Detroit and suburbs have extremely confusing and inconsistent left turn lanes / turnabouts

TRAFFIC
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MINNESOTA

86,943 square miles or 225,182 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  MSP = Minneapolis / St. Paul

2)  STL = St. Cloud

FALL COLOR - September and October

MOSQUITOES

ROAD SIGNING - Poor in Duluth

TRAFFIC - Minneapolis, St. Paul , Back ups at expressway entrance and exit ramps, Summer construction

WILD FLOWERS IN SEASON
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MISSISSIPPI

125,443 square miles or 125,443 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  GPT = Gulfport / Biloxi

2)  JAN - Jackson
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MISSOURI

69,709 square miles or 180,546 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  MKC = Kansas City Downtown

2)  MCI = Kansas City International

3)  STL = St. Louis

4)  SGF = Springfield

COPS - Watch your speed

LITTER

PEOPLE – are friendly and helpful

POLLUTION

ROAD CONDITIONS - Twisty and Time consuming and Tiring, Short expressway entrances

ROAD SIGNING - Confusing and Missing - Kansas City

SERVICES  - Few fast food restaurants, Few gas stations, Few lodgings except for large major cities

SHORT ENTRANCE RAMPS

SIGN POLLUTION

TRAFFIC - Branson and St. Louis
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MONTANA

147,046 square miles or 380,850 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES - MSO = Missoula

POLLUTION

ROAD SIGNING - Missing

TRAFFIC - Flathead Lake
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NEBRASKA

77,358 square miles or 200,358 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  LNK = Lincoln

2)  OMA = Omaha

COPS - Watch your speed

ROAD SIGNING - Missing and Inconsistent

TIME ZONES - Multiple
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NEVADA

110,567 square miles or 286,368 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  LAS = Las Vegas

2)  RNO = Reno

LITTER

PARKING  - Many Las Vegas hotels are charging parking fees

TRAFFIC - Las Vegas and Las Vegas to Laughlin
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NEW HAMPSHIRE

9,351 square miles or 24,219 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  LEB = Lebanon

2)  MHT = Manchester

COPS - Watch your speed

FALL COLOR - October

ROAD CONDITIONS - Twisty

TRAFFIC - Sunapee and Woodbine
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NEW JERSEY

8,722 square miles or 22,590 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES - EWR = Newark

Also see New York City)

COPS - Watch your speed

DRIVING - No self-pump gasoline

FALL COLOR - October

RADIO STATIC

ROAD CONDITIONS - Low expressway speeds

ROAD SIGNING - Poor in many areas of the state and Newark area and Few lodging signs

SERVICES - Few fast food restaurants and Few lodgings
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NEW MEXICO

121,598 square miles or 314,939 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES - ABQ = Albuquerque

ROAD SIGNING - Missing and Poor and You will get lost
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NEW YORK CITY

AIRPORT - Recheck availability if you need limo service before 8 a.m. into city

AIRPORT CODES

1)  JFK = NYC / Newark / Kennedy

2)  LGA = NYC / Newark / La Guardia

3)  EWR = Newark International

DRIVERS - Reckless and Unpredictable

POLLUTION

SAFETY - Check areas, Take a Cab to site rather than walk to

TRAFFIC - Do not drive
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NEW YORK STATE

54,471 square miles or 141,080 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  ALB = Albany

2)  BGM = Binghamton

3)  BUF = Buffalo

4)  SWF = Newburgh

5)  ROC = Rochester

6)  SYR = Syracuse

7)  HPN = White Plains

COPS - Watch your speed

DRIVERS - Reckless and Unpredictable

FALL COLOR - October

POLLUTION

ROAD SIGNING - Missing, Hidden by trees or without East, West, North and South directions

SOUTH WEST AREA - Many great old homes
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NORTH CAROLINA

53,821 square miles or 139,397 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  CLT = Charlotte

2)  FAY = Fayetteville

3)  GSO = Greensboro / High Point / Winston-Salem

4)  RDU = Raleigh / Durham

COPS - Watch your speed

DRIVERS - Slow

FALL COLOR - October

POLLUTION

RADIO STATIC

SIGN POLLUTION

TRAFFIC - Cherokee

––––––––
[image: ]


NORTH DAKOTA 

70,704 square miles or 183,123 square kilometers

TIME ZONES - Multiple
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OHIO

44,828 square miles or 116,103 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  CVG = Cincinnati (Covington, KY)

2)  CLE = Cleveland

3)  CMH = Columbus

4)  DAY = Dayton

5)  TOL = Toledo

COPS - Watch your speed

DRIVERS - Slow

ROAD CONDITIONS - Construction

ROAD SIGNING - Missing and Poor - Akron and Cincinnati and Cleveland and other parts of state

TURNPIKE TOLL ROAD - Services are not nearby and you must get directions from tollbooth operators
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OKLAHOMA

69,903 square miles or 181,049 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  OKC = Oklahoma City

2)  TUL = Tulsa

COPS - Watch your speed

LITTER

PEOPLE - Friendly

ROAD CONDITIONS - Low speeds

ROAD SIGNING - Poor for Food, Gas and Lodging and Inconsistent

SIGN POLLUTION
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OREGON

98,386 square miles or 254,819 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  MFR  Medford

2)  PDX = Portland

COPS - Watch your speed

DRIVERS - Impatient and Rude

FALL COLOR - October

PARKING - Limited in Portland 

POLLUTION

SIGNING - Missing and Poor or No Warning in Astoria and Oregon Coast State Park / Sites and Portland and Salem

TIME ZONES - Multiple

TRAFFIC - Portland
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PENNSYLVANIA

46,058 square miles or 119,291 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  ABE = Allentown

2)  MDT = Harrisburg International

3)  HAR = Harrisburg Skyport

4)  PHL = Philadelphia

5)  PIT = Pittsburgh

6)AVP = Wilkes-Barne

COPS - Watch your speed

DISEASE - In 2015 was state with the most Lyme Disease

DRIVERS - Slow

FALL COLOR - September and October

RADIO STATIC

ROAD CONDITIONS - Construction, Expressway entrances are short

ROAD SIGNING - Poor or Confusing in Philadelphia

SIGN POLLUTION

TRAFFIC - Everywhere and worse in Gettysburg and Philadelphia

WILD FLOWERS IN SEASON
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RHODE ISLAND

1,545 square miles or 4,002 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES - PVD = Providence

FALL COLOR - October

ROAD SIGNING - Poor and Confusing

TRAFFIC - Providence
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SOUTH CAROLINA

32,008 square miles or 82,901 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  CHS = Charleston

2)  CAE = Columbia

3)  GSP = Greenville / Spartanburg

COPS - Watch your speed

DRIVERS - Turn very slowly

FALL COLOR - November

RADIO STATIC

TRAFFIC – Myrtle Beach
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SOUTH DAKOTA

77,121 square miles or 199,745 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  RAP = Rapid City

2)  FSD = Sioux Falls

SIGNING - Confusing or non-existent in National Forests
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TENNESSEE

42,146 square miles or 109,158 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  CHA = Chattanooga 

2)  TYS = Knoxville

3)  MEM = Memphis

4)  BNA = Nashville

5)  TRI = Tri Cites

COPS - Watch your speed

FALL COLOR - October

MAPS - location given may be incorrect

ROAD CONDITIONS - Narrow and Twisty

ROAD SIGNING - Confusing, hidden by vegetation or missing, Smoky Mountains - poor or non-existent

Exit signs may say there is a visitor’s center but no follow up signing is given or easily found

SHORT ENTRANCE RAMPS

SIGN POLLUTION

TIME ZONES - Multiple

TRAFFIC - Gatlinburg and Pigeon Forge and Sevierville
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TEXAS

268,601 square miles or 695,66 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES

1)  AUS = Austin

2)  CRP = Corpus Christi

3)  DFW = Dallas / Ft. Worth

4)  ELP = El Paso

5)  FTW = Fort Worth

6)  IAH = Houston - George Bush International

7)  HOU = Houston Hobby Airport

8)  MFE = McAllen

9)  SAT = San Antonio

POLLUTION

ROAD CONDITIONS - Construction

ROAD SIGNING  - Poor in cities

TIME ZONES - Multiple

TRAFFIC - Dallas and Houston
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UTAH

84,904 square miles or 219,902 square kilometers

AIRPORT CODES - SLC = Salt Lake City

COPS - Everywhere and Work in groups and National Park Speeds very slow

DRIVERS - Unpredictable

POLLUTION

ROAD CONDITIONS - Gas stations can be scare

ROAD SIGNING - Unclear

SERVICES - Lack of water and cold liquids in some parks.  Bring with you especially if hiking.

WILD FLOWERS
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