
Scotland’s Whisky Regions

Scotland’s malt whisky tends to be classified into the following broad regional and stylistic divisions:

[image: image] Speyside: Home to about a third of Scotland’s distilleries. The whiskies are complex, sophisticated, and prized for their blending potential; the sweet end of the whisky spectrum.

[image: image] Highlands: Full-bodied, rich, and robust whiskies, with a complex array of flavours; often smoky and with an earthy, peaty quality.

[image: image] Islands: A variety of styles, from clean and citrussy (Jura, Scapa) to bold and peated (Talisker, Highland Park).

[image: image] Islay: Normally the most intense of whiskies: heavily peated and briny, with tar-like qualities. But Bunnahabhain and Bruichladdich demonstrate that the island has other styles too.

[image: image] Lowlands: Light-bodied and usually light-hued, with grain, grassy, and delicate floral notes.

[image: image] Campbeltown: These whiskies are robust in character and carry the salty tang of the sea.
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Scotland’s malt distilleries by region

The distilleries are listed in alphabetical order later, while below we list them within the principal Scottish whisky regions.

Speyside

Aberlour

Allt-a-Bhainne

Auchroisk

Aultmore

Balmenach

Balvenie

BenRiach

Benrinnes

Benromach

Cardhu

Cragganmore

Craigellachie

Dailuaine

Dufftown

Glenallachie

Glenburgie

GlenDronach

Glendullan

Glen Elgin

Glenfarclas
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Glenfiddich

Glen Grant

Glen Keith

Glenlivet

Glenlossie

Glen Moray

Glenrothes

Glen Spey

Glentauchers

Inchgower

Kininvie

Knockando

Linkwood

Longmorn

Macallan

Macduff

Mannochmore

Miltonduff

Mortlach

Royal Brackla

Speyburn

Speyside

Strathisla


Strathmill

Tamdhu

Tamnavulin

Tomintoul

Tormore

Highlands

Aberfeldy

Ardmore

Balblair

Ben Nevis

Blair Athol

Clynelish

Dalmore

Dalwhinnie

Deanston

Edradour

Fettercairn

Glencadam

Glen Garioch

Glenglassaugh

Glengoyne

Glenmorangie

Glen Ord

Glenturret

Knockdhu

Loch Lomond

Oban

Old Pulteney

Royal Lochnagar

Teaninich

Tomatin

Tullibardine

Islands

Abhainn Dearg

Arran

Highland Park

Jura

Scapa

Talisker

Tobermory
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Islay

Ardbeg

Bowmore

Bruichladdich

Bunnahabhain

Caol Ila

Kilchoman

Lagavulin

Laphroaig

Lowlands

Ailsa Bay

Auchentoshan

Bladnoch

Glenkinchie

Campbeltown

Glengyle

Glen Scotia

Springbank
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Aberfeldy | HIGHLANDS

ABERFELDY, PERTHSHIRE

www.aberfeldy.com

www.dewarsworldofwhisky.com

CORE RANGE

Aberfeldy 12-year-old

Aberfeldy 16-year-old

Aberfeldy 21-year-old

SIGNATURE MALT

Aberfeldy 12-year-old: rich, oily, and fresh, with a zesty, tangerine note

A delightfully and beautifully maintained Highland distillery in a village close to Pitlochry, Aberfeldy is also home to Dewar’s World of Whisky, an all-singing, all-dancing visitor centre celebrating the blended whisky to which Aberfeldy contributes. That tends to overshadow the malt which is made here a little, but in recent years its owners have taken a much more progressive and positive approach to it. The visitor experience has been extended to showcase the single malt, and there have been new travel retail releases, such as an 18-year-old, and a series of special bottlings.
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Aberlour | SPEYSIDE

ABERLOUR, BANFFSHIRE

www.aberlour.com

CORE RANGE

Aberlour 10-year-old

Aberlour 12- and 16-year-old

Double Cask Matured A’Bunadh

SIGNATURE MALT

Aberlour 10-year-old: surprisingly weighty and full, with honey and malt in balance and just a hint of the distillery’s trademark mint notes

Nestled at the end of Aberlour’s busy main street, Aberlour distillery remains largely as it was when completed in the nineteenth century. Tours here are among the best in Scotland, with highly knowledgeable and opinionated guides and unusual ways of presenting information on single malt whisky. The whiskies are diverse, fruity, and satisfying. One of them, Aberlour A’Bunadh, is particularly noteworthy: it is made in batches, tends to be bottled around 60% ABV, and is an industry pacesetter.
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Abhainn Dearg | ISLANDS

CARNISH, ISLE OF LEWIS

www.abhainndearg.co.uk

CORE RANGE

10-year-old in 2018

This tiny craft distillery on the island of Lewis is one of Scotland’s newest, and is the first legal distillery in the Outer Hebrides. Abhainn Dearg was only built in 2008 and it has a very limited production of just 20,000 litres (compared to 12 million litres at Roseisle).

The distillery is growing up in public, releasing a young spirit, the Spirit of Lewis, matured in sherry cake for a short period, and following up with a three-year single malt and a cask-strength version. Since then it has released special bottlings annually.

There is no precedent for the style of whisky from this part of the world but perhaps unsurprisingly the distillery has opted for a peaty style, partly because it is fashionable and in demand, and probably because it’s easier to market young, peated whisky at an early age.

It’ll be a while yet before the whisky’s true characteristics become known, but as there are few trees on Lewis and so little tree root in the vegetation that forms the peat, it’s likely to have much in common with the sweet, smoky flavours of Islay. All the indicators are that the distillery very admirably is holding for a 10-year-old release as its core product, Many would have been tempted to go with a younger malt, particularly as peat lends itself to youthfulness, and in light of the current trend towards non-peaty whisky.
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New distilleries

Annandale | ANNAN, DUMFRIESSHIRE

Professor David Thomson and Teresa Church established the Annandale Distillery in 2014, bringing malt production to the region for the first time in ninety years. A peated whisky will be called Man o’ Sword and an unpeated one called Man o’ Word. Tours with David are available.

Ardnamurchan | ARDNAMURCHAN, ARGYLL

Ardnamurchan is owned by independent bottler Adelphi and has the capacity to produce an impressive 500,000 litres of malt spirit a year. It was established in 2014 and offers a range of tours. It will produce peated and unpeated whisky.

Ballindalloch | BALLINDALLOCH, BANFFSHIRE

Ballindalloch is on the estate of the same name, and was founded in 2014. It will produce Speyside whisky, but in the meantime it offers in-depth tours and whisky experiences. The distillery has links with the Grant-Macpherson family and whisky tastings include stock from private family casks.

Daftmill | BY CUPAR, FIFE

Part-time distilling has been taking place at Daftmill in Fife since 2005 but the distillery will not be rushed. The barley is from the farm that the distillery operates from, and production is very small, but the plan is to produce a Lowland-style malt.

Dalmunach | CARRON, BANFFSHIRE

Built on the site of the old Imperial Distillery, Dalmunach is owned by Chivas Brothers and was built at a cost of £25 million to potentially produce a whopping 10 million litres of malt spirit a year. It was officially opened in June 2015.

Eden Mill | ST ANDREWS FIFE

At the time of writing Eden Mill was still building up its distillery while making whisky spirit, gin, and beer. The distillery is keen to innovate, and interplay the three drinks styles, creating unusual spirits such as gin made with hops.

Gartbreck | BY BOWMORE, ISLAY

A new distillery planned for Islay close to Bowmore, this is the brainchild of French distillery owner Jean Donnay. Described as small but ambitious and with an emphasis on traditional production methods.

Glasgow | WEST GEORGE STREET, GLASGOW

The Glasgow Distillery Company won the race to become the city’s first new distillery when it started producing whisky spirit in early 2015. It is now marketing a gin.

Harris | NA H-EILEANAN AN LAR, ISLE OF HARRIS

The distillery started producing in late 2015. The plan was to start with 100,000 litres a year, growing to more than 200,000 litres eventually.

Isle of Raasay | BORODALE HOUSE, INVERARISH, ISLE OF RAASAY

The Isle of Raasay Distillery opened in 2017, offering a visitor centre and overnight accommodation. The distillery is owned by Raasay & Borders (R&B) Distillers.

Kingsbarns | KINGSBARNS, ST ANDREWS, FIFE

Kingbarns was established in 2014 and is owned by independent bottler Wemyss. It offers three levels of tour in the picturesque coastal region of St Andrews. Wemyss whiskies can be enjoyed on site.

Roseisle | ROSEISLE, MORAYSHIRE

Diageo’s super distillery producing more than 12 million litres of malt close to Elgin. Founded in 2009, the distillery produces malt mainly for blends but the distillery is state-of-the-art, with automation to make life easier for the distillery workers, and an environmentally friendly approach to production.

Strathearn | METHVEN, PERTHSHIRE

Strathearn is a craft distillery established in 2013 and making a number of different spirits drinks. It released its first single malt whisky in 2017 at 3 years old and has been releasing single cask bottlings ever since.

Wolfburn | THURSO, CAITHNESS, NORTHERN HIGHLANDS

Now Scotland’s most northerly mainland distillery, Wolfburn was established in 2013 and launched its first single malt whisky called Northland as a 3-year-old.
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