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Foreword

Digger Phelps coached Notre Dame for 20 years, from 1971 through 1991, winning 393 games and taking the Fighting Irish to its only Final Four appearance to date in 1978. He won 20 or more games 14 times and, at the time of his retirement, shared the NCAA record for most upsets over a No. 1 team with seven, beating UCLA in 1974, San Francisco in 1977, Marquette in 1978, DePaul in 1980, Kentucky in 1980, Virginia in 1981, and North Carolina in 1987.

But the game that will always define him will be that 71–70 victory over top-ranked UCLA on January 19, 1974, before a frenzied, sellout crowd of 11,343 at the Joyce Center in South Bend that broke the Bruins’ 88-game winning streak and showed the first cracks in a Bruins dynasty that had lasted seven consecutive seasons.

It also turned out to be the most memorable road trip I ever made as a young sportswriter with the Philadelphia Daily News.

I fell under the spell of UCLA basketball during the Lew Alcindor/Kareem Abdul-Jabbar era. I got a chance to watch him play three times in college—twice at the old Madison Square Garden against Holy Cross and Boston College, and again during his senior year at the 1969 Holiday Festival Classic in the new Garden over Pennsylvania.

If Kareem was the most dominant college player I ever watched in person, Bill Walton was the most fundamentally sound superstar.

After watching him shoot a near perfect 21-for-22 and score 44 points against Memphis State as a junior when UCLA completed another unbeaten season in the 1973 tournament at St. Louis, I figured the Bruins were a mythological beast who might never lose again as long as John Wooden was coaching.

Notre Dame was a program that had just entered the national spotlight under Phelps, the 32-year-old rising star in his profession. I got to know Digger when he was the coach of Penn’s 26–0 freshman team in 1969. He recruited the nucleus of the Quakers’ third-ranked 1971 team that won 28 straight games before losing to Philadelphia Big 5 rival Villanova in the NCAA East Regional finals before taking the Fordham job in 1971.

Phelps coached Fordham to a 26–3 Sweet 16 season in his only year in the Bronx before accepting the challenge of replacing Johnny Dee at Notre Dame. In just three years, he built the Irish from a 6–20 team into an unbeaten national power ranked No. 2 in the AP poll.

Phelps wanted to build Notre Dame’s profile as soon as he arrived, so he scheduled UCLA twice a year, at Westwood and South Bend, convincing Wooden, whose first coaching job was at South Bend Central High School, it was a chance to come home to Indiana.

The first meeting in 1972 in Los Angeles was a disaster. UCLA won, 114–56, that day. The Bruins won the first four games of the series easily, including an 82–63 win over Notre Dame in 1973, the day they broke San Francisco’s previous college record of 60 straight victories.

But the Irish had gotten more competitive as Phelps used his Eastern connections to fill his roster with five-star players like Adrian Dantley from DeMatha Catholic (﻿Hyattsville, Maryland); center John Shumate from Elizabeth, New Jersey; and Gary Brokaw from New Brunswick, New Jersey.

There was no film exchange at the time, so Phelps scouted UCLA in person against Iowa in Chicago the Thursday prior to meeting the Bruins, and felt the Irish had a legitimate chance to upset the Bruins and emulate football’s ultimate success that occurred a month earlier when the Irish defeated Bear Bryant’s Alabama Crimson Tide, 24–23, to win the national championship at the Sugar Bowl.

It was also a chance to relive the Irish’s 89–82 upset victory over the Bruins at home in 1971. It was the last time UCLA lost—in a game where All-America guard Austin Carr scored 46 points, including 15 of Notre Dame’s last 17.

UCLA had gone 1,092 days since then without a defeat.

The 1 vs. 2 matchup was must-see TV on the TVS network of stations, but I wanted to experience it in person.

I got a rare chance to make the pilgrimage when Jimmy Murphy, a former Penn basketball player, called out of the blue and asked if I wanted to take a private plane with him and Bob Levy, a generous Penn trustee who was into horse racing, built the squash pavilion on campus, and was a huge supporter of Penn basketball. He was close friends with Digger and had done business with Ara Parseghian, another friend of his who had coached the Irish to a national college football championship that previous fall.

I jumped at the chance.

Four of us—including Don McBride, the assistant principal and soccer coach at the Haverford School—made the trip.

The flight that Saturday took two hours and landed at 11 a.m. There was snow on the ground, but we drove right to the arena. By the time I got to my seat on press row the place was filled with students, who had been waiting all week for this. I sat next to Ken Denlinger, a columnist for the Washington Post who had spent close to a week on campus because Dantley had been a high school legend in Washington, DC. This was the biggest game of his career.

Kenny was there at the end of practice Wednesday when Phelps called the team together and instructed them on cutting down the nets after they won the game. He wanted forward Gary Novak to go to the far basket and Shumate to the near basket. He even had specific assignments for who would lift Novak and Shumate up to cut down the nets. That day he got his players to believe in mission impossible.

In my mind Digger never gets enough credit for being a great big game coach. He was at the top of his game in the ’70s, when coaches like Wooden, Bob Knight, Al McGuire, Dean Smith, Ray Meyer, Joe B. Hall, Dave Gavitt, and Lou Carnesecca were bigger-than-life personalities. Phelps at the very least deserves a spot in the College Basketball Hall of Fame.

I was just glad both teams had a complete roster for the game. For a brief moment, it looked like Walton, who had a back injury and didn’t even take it to Chicago Stadium for the Iowa game that Thursday, might not play. But Walton, a student of history, had watched Carr and Notre Dame defeat UCLA when he was a senior in high school, and there was no way he was going to miss the game. He was one of eight future NBA players to participate.

In fact, after Dantley elbowed Walton in the face on UCLA’s first possession, it only served to antagonize the big 6-foot-11 redhead, who was wearing a corset to protect his back, and who proceeded to take the game over. Walton made six of his first seven shots and UCLA shot 70 percent in the first half when the Bruins took a 43–34 lead.

UCLA looked like they had the game under control after guard Tommy Curtis hit a jumper from the right corner to give UCLA a 70–59 lead with 3:32 to play and Phelps signaled a timeout 10 seconds later.

Then, the world turned upside down. There was no shot clock. All the Bruins had to do was run out the clock. But the Irish scored the last 12 points of the game.

There are two things that stood out to me during that frenzied stretch. One, Phelps went to a small three-guard lineup with freshman Dice Martin replacing small forward Billy Paterno, and he switched up the press, playing the 6-foot-8 Shumate at the top in place of the smaller 6-foot-3 Brokaw so UCLA couldn’t just inbound the ball high to Walton. Second, UCLA’s iconic coach John Wooden never called time out when the game was on the line.

The Bruins looked uncharacteristically tentative and unfocused during the comeback.

After a Shumate jumper and two layups off steals cut the lead to five, I remember leaning over to Kenny and saying, “Damn, this is happening.”

After Brokaw, playing with four personals, shook free from Keith Wilkes for two straight jumpers, it was 70–69 with 1:25 to play. Walton flashed a timeout signal to Wooden, who waved it off because he thought it was a sign of weakness.

After Dwight Clay, whose nickname was “The Iceman” because he made a game-winning shot against Marquette the previous year to end their 81-game home winning streak, nailed a huge shot from the deep right corner to give the Irish a 71–70 lead with 29 seconds left.

Walton had enough. He, not Wooden, called timeout so UCLA could compose itself and to set up the final shot.

But Walton missed his only shot of the second half. Pete Trgovich missed a follow and David Meyers missed a tip just before the buzzer. When Shumate secured the ball and time ran out, pandemonium broke out.

Luck of the Irish? Maybe. But definitely part of Notre Dame folklore.

I was so into the game I didn’t see the avalanche of fans coming out of the stands and using press row as a steeple chase on the way to midcourt for a classic court storming. I could see them flying over my head.

The scene on the floor was wild. Novak did his part to cut down the nets at one end. But Shumate was out of the picture, having been knocked down in the crush.

So, students lifted Clay Dantler and Martin up so they could take over the other net.

When the dust had settled and I finished up in the locker room, Bob Levy took me over to the football offices to meet Ara Parseghian, who was pretty happy since quarterback Joe Montana and tight end Ken MacAfee, two future Irish immortals on Notre Dame’s 1977 national championship team, picked that day to make their official visits.

After that we went to Digger’s house for a party in his basement. It was a cast of thousands, including Indiana governor Otis Brown. The party went on until two in the morning and there were reports every bar in South Bend had run out of beer before midnight.

We were long gone by then, flying to Columbia, South Carolina, to see the Penn vs. South Carolina game. We got there just before tipoff.

We arrived back in Philly just as the Palestra doubleheader was letting up. We then met up with friends at Cavanaugh’s, across from the old Bulletin building near the 30th St. train station.

It all seems like a blur to me today.

Neither UCLA nor Notre Dame won the national title that season. The Bruins lost to David Thompson and eventual national champion North Carolina State in double overtime during the national semifinals at Greensboro. Notre Dame lost to Michigan in the Sweet 16 behind an incredible performance by Campy Russell.

I eventually moved on to work for the New York Daily News and have covered 50 Final Fours. If I’ve learned anything from the sport, it’s that some games will always stick with you.

Dick Weiss


An award-winning columnist, Dick “Hoops” Weiss is a member of the National Sportswriters Hall of Fame and a recipient of the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame’s Curt Gowdy Award.
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Introduction

I was there on January 19, 1974.

I was a freshman sitting in the last row of the upper deck behind the Notre Dame bench of the Athletic and Convocation Center on the Notre Dame campus.

I was in college athletics as a sports information director for over 43 years, including three years as a student assistant in the SID office under the great Roger Valdiserri. It is still the greatest atmosphere I have experienced at an athletic event and the most historically significant game I have witnessed in person.

That was the day that Notre Dame ended one of the great streaks in sports history, the 88-game winning streak recorded between 1971 and 1974 of John Wooden’s UCLA basketball teams. The previous record was 60 consecutive wins by the San Francisco Dons of Bill Russell and K. C. Jones of the 1954–56 era, and in the 50 years since UCLA’s accomplishment the top win streak is just 45 games by UNLV in the 1989–91 era.

There aren’t many streaks or records in sports where a new record exceeded the old mark by 47 percent, and in a 50-year period since establishing the new mark, no one has come within 49 percent of the existing record.

The title of this book, 88 and 1, is appropriate because this publication is about the streak and its incredible accomplishment in almost a game-by-game accounting. It centers on the accomplishments of John Wooden’s senior laden team of 1970–71, then focuses on the “Walton Gang Era” that ran UCLA’s streak of national championships to seven and the streak to 88 consecutive wins before it ended.

As a 43-year veteran of the sports information field, I was always fascinated by interesting facts and unusual circumstances that brought attention to an event or person. This book is filled with them. This streak was bookended with losses in the same building to the same team in the same city where John Wooden coached at the beginning of his career at the high school level. UCLA broke San Francisco’s record in the same building as well.

This book goes into pregame preparation and game detail of those two Notre Dame victories.

While I am a second-generation Notre Dame graduate, I always had great respect for UCLA’s basketball program. Like many of my classmates, we rooted for the Bruins because it made the games against Notre Dame more meaningful. That was never more the case than the game of January 19, 1974.

Digger Phelps always felt the way to build a program was to beat the best. He took his lumps against Wooden’s teams twice a year in his first two years in South Bend, including a 58-point loss in Pauley Pavilion in his first year as Notre Dame head coach (1971–72). But just two years later, he had recorded the greatest basketball victory in Notre Dame history.

While many Notre Dame fans rooted for the Bruins in this era, it was hard to root for All-American center Bill Walton at times. He was a rebel with a cause, and that rubbed many people across the country the wrong way.

Times have changed over the years and many hold him in high regard, including me, or at least find him entertaining. I urge you to watch The Luckiest Guy in the World, the four-part 30 for 30 documentary on Walton that premiered on ESPN in the summer of 2023.

One of those who holds him in high regard is Digger Phelps.

When Phelps was inducted into the Notre Dame Ring of Honor in 2014, a video was produced and Walton played a major role in the final version presented. He gave a humorous account of their relationship, and in recalling Notre Dame’s 71–70 victory that ended the 88-game streak.

“January 19, 1974, Digger Phelps ruined my life.”

On December 8, 2018, Walton was broadcasting the Notre Dame at UCLA game in Pauley Pavilion and Phelps called in to be a guest on the broadcast for a segment. After Phelps had hung up, Walton asked broadcast partner Dave Pasch, “Was that Digger Phelps?” Pasch responded in the affirmative. Walton then said after a pause, “I thought he was dead!”

Classic Bill Walton.

My overall goal in writing this book was to create something Notre Dame and UCLA fans would enjoy. The review of Notre Dame’s 71–70 victory on January 19, 1974, is in chapter 8. The book continues with a review of the rest of the 1973–74 season, which had a disappointing ending for both programs.

Later chapters document John Wooden’s final season that concluded with a surprising national championship, and a review of Notre Dame’s 1977–78 season, when Phelps finally got the program to the Final Four, still the only Final Four in school history.

Whether you watched college basketball in this era and watched this game on television or in person, or are a youth interested in basketball history, I hope you enjoy reading about one of the greatest accomplishments in team sports history, and how the streak ended in a most dramatic fashion.










Chapter 1

The Austin Carr Game

There have been many significant victories in Notre Dame basketball history. Even the most ardent college basketball fans reading this book might be surprised to learn that Notre Dame ranked eighth in total college men’s basketball victories in the history of the game entering the 2023–24 season, not far from the school’s number-four ranking for total football victories in the history of the game, nor UCLA’s number-five ranking in total college basketball wins.

You could certainly make the claim that the victory documented later in this book when Notre Dame ended UCLA’s 88-game winning streak is the most important, and certainly the most famous. But, as far as looking at a victory that put Notre Dame on the map nationally, one could say the 89–82 victory over a number-one ranked UCLA team, at the front end of the longest winning streak in men’s college basketball history, is just as important.

Until the Notre Dame vs. UCLA game of January 23, 1971, the Irish had been considered a respectable and often feared team in the Midwest. As of January 1971, Notre Dame had been to the NCAA Tournament nine times, among the top 10 nationally in tournament appearances.

Notre Dame had upset a fifth-ranked Houston team and All-American Elvin Hayes at the Notre Dame Fieldhouse four years earlier, but the game was not televised and played before just 4,000 people. And on top of that, Notre Dame didn’t make the 1967 NCAA Tournament, an appearance that would have brought attention to that Houston win.

Just a year later the Cougars defeated UCLA in the Astrodome in a game that brought many eyes to the college game in an era when the Final Four was not televised live. The Cougars went on to the Final Four that year.

Notre Dame’s 1970–71 team needed a victory that would capture the nation’s attention. Beating the four-time defending national champion UCLA who had not lost yet in 1970–71, had won 46 straight non-conference games, and lost only four times in the last four years would do the trick. And being led by senior generational player Austin Carr with the performance of his life would certainly add to the attention.

UCLA was a veteran outfit led by All-American Sidney Wicks, Carr’s chief rival for 1970–71 National Player of the Year honors. John Wooden’s team also featured future NBA players Curtis Rowe and Steve Patterson in the front court, and Henry Bibby in the back court. The only starter who did not go on to the NBA was fleet-footed guard Kenny Booker.

UCLA entered this game with a 14–0 record, and had a 19-game winning streak overall with the last loss coming at home the previous season against Southern California, 87–86 on March 6, 1970, the Friday night of a Friday–Saturday back-to-back set.

Coaches would never play on consecutive nights today in the conference season, never mind with both games on the road. But that was the scheduling philosophy of the Pac-8 in those days, which makes UCLA’s 88-game winning streak even more amazing.

UCLA had started the season with wins by 31 over Baylor and 46 over Rice. Their first road game was 350 miles away at Pacific in game three, and it was a close high scoring game with the Bruins coming out on top, 100–88.

Having won four consecutive national championships and six of seven at the time, it would have been easy for Wooden to schedule all home non-conference games in December and January leading up to the league slate. But, to his credit, Wooden took his team on road trips back east and he did so in December 1970. They played on consecutive nights in Pittsburgh against William and Mary and Pittsburgh and won both by double digits.

After a non-conference 24-point win over a Dayton program who had played UCLA in the national championship game in 1967 in Louisville, the Bruins began the conference schedule with home wins over Washington (78–69) and Washington State (95–71).

The closest game of the season to that point was a 58–53 win at Stanford on January 15. A victory the next night at California by 18 points, was the final Pac-8 game before heading to the Midwest for a weekend trip that would see the Bruins face Loyola of Chicago on Friday night in the Catholic school’s tiny Alumni Gym, before the bus ride to South Bend late that January 22 night.

That Cal game on January 16, 1971, would be the last conference game for the Bruins until February 6. Conference teams had large gaps in their schedules in those days as there were only eight schools in the Pac-8 and teams played 14 conference games on a 26-game regular-season schedule.

UCLA handled a Loyola team that would finish 4–20 by an 87–62 count, then boarded the bus to South Bend for the next day’s afternoon game against the Irish. The Bruins were 14–0 with an average winning margin of 17.8 points per game. They had played just one game that was decided by five points or less and just two by less than a dozen.

As much as Wooden was not afraid to face top non-conference opponents (see the 1973–74 schedule when they played four games against non-conference teams ranked in the top four in the nation), they had not faced a ranked team to this point in the 1970–71 season.

The Irish were ranked ninth in the latest AP poll with an 8–4 record, but three of the four losses had come against top 15 teams. Notre Dame had finished the 1969–70 season with a number-nine national ranking and Johnny Dee’s last Irish team was number five in the AP preseason poll.

With the return of Austin Carr and five other experienced seniors, Dee stacked the Irish schedule with strong clubs from around the nation. Notre Dame would play eight games against top 20 teams in the regular season compared to just three for the Bruins. As an independent in those day, that was the formula needed to get an NCAA bid.

Four of those games against ranked teams took place prior to the January 23 UCLA game, so Notre Dame had experience against national brands.

The Fighting Irish season began in Crisler Arena against a Michigan team that was unranked, but would finish 19–7 overall and 12–2 in the Big Ten. The Irish won that game 94–81 behind 38 points and 13 rebounds by Carr.

South Carolina, ranked second in the nation behind All-American John Roche, came to South Bend for a matchup of top five teams. The previous year, South Carolina had won, 83–82, in the Sugar Bowl Classic in New Orleans. But Carr had burst on the national scene by scoring 43 against the third-ranked Gamecocks by shooting 19-for-24 from the field, including one stretch when he made 14 straight field goals.

But this year was Roche’s year to shine, as he made 16 of 16 free throws, to this day the highest perfect free throw performance against the Irish in the Athletic and Convocation Center, and he “held” Carr to 27 points. South Carolina handed the Irish their first loss of the year, 85–82.

Notre Dame continued its strong schedule in games five and six. First, Indiana came to South Bend led by future ABA legend George McGinnis and won in what resembled an ABA game, 106–103. Carr scored 54, his high total of his senior year, and added 12 rebounds from his guard position, but it was not enough.

In game six, Notre Dame won at eighth-ranked Kentucky, 99–92, behind 50 points from Carr. Adolph Rupp always believed in playing teams straight up. If a team had a great player, he felt he was going to get his points, but shut down the other four. It had worked against Pete Maravich, who never beat Kentucky in six tries at LSU. Maravich scored 64 points against the Wildcats during his senior year, but UK won by 15 points.

The strategy did not work against Carr and the Irish, however, and Notre Dame had a rare win over the Wildcats in the state of Kentucky at Louisville’s Freedom Hall.

Notre Dame’s fourth game against a ranked team of the 1970–71 season was against Al McGuire’s Marquette Warriors. McGuire’s team was always tough in Milwaukee and once won 81 consecutive home games, a streak that was stopped by Dwight Clay and the Irish in 1972–73, the first of Digger Phelps’s noted streak breakers.

But on this January Saturday, Marquette avenged a thrilling Notre Dame double overtime victory from the year before, 71–66. The previous year Marquette had the ball up two with just five seconds left when Jim Hinga stole the ball and fed Carr for a layup at the buzzer to send the game into a second overtime. Notre Dame went on to win, 96–95.

Notre Dame was not coming off a high point entering this UCLA game. After the loss at Marquette, Notre Dame trailed at the half against a 4–5 University of Detroit team. Carr was off in the first half, scoring just nine points. But he responded with a Notre Dame record 38 points in the second half and the Irish won, 93–79.

The Monday before the UCLA game the Irish traveled Pittsburgh to face Duquesne, and they dropped an 81–78 game to a then 4–2 team. At season’s end it was not a terrible loss, as the Dukes went on to a 21–4 season, an NCAA Tournament appearance, and a top 15 finish in the AP poll. Duquesne has been to the NCAA Tournament just once since.

But at the time, Notre Dame was not a team one would think could rise up and defeat the number-one team in the nation, a team that had not lost a non-conference game since losing in the Astrodome to Houston in 1968.

Notre Dame’s preparation for this game emphasized breaking UCLA’s vaunted full-court press, a defense that was the prime reason for Notre Dame’s 31-point loss (108–77) at Pauley Pavilion the previous season.

On defense, Dee spent much time developing a plan to limit Wicks’s touches. He had the perfect practice player to simulate what he wanted to do. John Shumate was a freshman that season and freshmen were not eligible until two years later (1972–73). Shumate played Wicks in practice and gave Notre Dame frontcourt players Collis Jones, Sid Catlett, and John Pleick an excellent preview of what they would be facing on Saturday afternoon.

Shumate could not play in this 1971 game, but he had quite an effect on the outcome against the Bruins three years later.

The good week of practice was nearly ruined near the end of Friday’s session. Before one of the drills, Dee put lines on the court that ran from the free throw lines at either end to about six feet outside the free throw lane on the baseline. Dee instructed that he did not want anyone other than Carr and Jones to shoot from outside the taped lines.

The suggestion did not go over well. The players were sick of hearing from the media that they were a two-man team, and when Coach Dee basically confirmed that with the taped court lines, it hit close to home. Practice did not go smoothly after Dee made the statement and it was obvious feelings needed to be aired.

A mid-practice meeting was called. The late Gene Sullivan, who went on to become a successful coach at Loyola of Chicago, recalled the scene in a book he authored after his career as the top assistant to Dee:

Jackie Meehan revealed he didn’t particularly like it when Dee was quoted as saying he could get three kids out of the student body to play with Jones and Carr.


Collis Jones said he did not see why Tom Sinnott (his classmate) should not be allowed to shoot, while Doug Gemmell voiced that he had gone into a slump because he was gun-shy about shooting because he was not given any confidence by the coaches.


Finally Carr took over. By now the entire team, even the freshmen, were involved in the meeting.


Carr said, “I think everyone is too worried about getting me the ball. I think we would be better off if you [the coaches] just let everyone worry about themselves and their own game. I have played with these guys for four years now and I know they can play.”


That was all that was needed. Dee rescinded the shooting restriction, pulled up the tape and the team returned to practice with a new, refreshed attitude. That meeting had done more for the team than all the X and O work on the court over the last four days.

Notre Dame was known for its legendary student support in this era, especially during academic years when the football team was also on a roll. Ara Parseghian’s gridders had just upset No. 1 Texas in the Cotton Bowl 24–11 behind Joe Theismann to end the Longhorns 30-game winning streak, leading to a number-two final ranking for the Irish just 21 days earlier.

It was a great time to be a Notre Dame student with Joe Theismann, who finished runner-up for the Heisman Trophy race to Stanford’s Jim Plunkett, and Carr, who would win National Player of the Year honors in basketball. The student enthusiasm was at an all-time high and they arrived at the Athletic and Convocation Center an hour before tipoff.

More often than not the winner in this series had gotten off to a good start. UCLA had taken a 13–2 lead in the first four minutes the previous year in Los Angeles and Dee knew it was important for his team to jump out quickly to get the home fans lathered.

Twenty-four seconds after the opening tip Collis Jones banged home a jumper off the backboard from the left side to give Notre Dame a 2–0 lead. Four minutes later Carr scored after a long pass to give the Irish a 10–3 advantage and UCLA called timeout, something Wooden rarely did, as you will see 88 games later.

The student crowd was already at fever pitch. They stood the entire game and shouted “REBOUND, REBOUND, REBOUND” with every UCLA field goal attempt. Dee had cited the importance of rebounding in an article in the Notre Dame Observer the day before.

Unlike the Convocation Center dedication game two years earlier when Lew Alcindor (Kareem Abdul-Jabbar) had led UCLA to an 88–75 victory, Notre Dame’s frontcourt players were holding their own with Wicks and Rowe. Point guard Jackie Meehan was playing the defensive game of his life on future NBA guard Henry Bibby.

Center John Pleick, a native of El Segundo, California, was also playing with abandon underneath. He once out-hustled Wicks and Rowe to score an impossible lunging tip-in that started the Irish on a new scoring run.

While UCLA had four future NBA players on its roster, the Bruins struggled when Wicks was not in the game. With eight minutes left in the first half, Wooden took Wicks out for a breather. Notre Dame led 26–23. When he returned just 1:52 later, the Irish were up 12 and eventually got the lead to 39–26.

With Wicks back on the floor, UCLA cut the lead to 43–38 at intermission. What gave Irish supporters optimism at intermission was the fact that Notre Dame had shot just 39 percent, yet had a five-point lead.

That optimism was wiped out just a couple of minutes into the second half when Catlett and Pleick both picked up their fourth foul with 18 minutes still showing on the clock. Catlett had been playing solid defense in the front court and didn’t seem the least bit nervous.

Catlett had played in big games during his high school career at DeMatha High in Washington, DC, including joining forces with former Notre Dame pivot Bob Whitmore to defeat Alcindor and Power Memorial during his high school career. That 46–43 DeMatha victory ended Power Memorial’s 71-game winning streak.

At one point in the second half, Catlett flipped a perfectly executed behind-the-back pass to Jones. Even though Jones missed the shot, it was a confidence builder for the team and the crowd went crazy.

Fearing UCLA might blow the game open with Catlett and Pleick out of the lineup, Dee kept both in the game. Pleick lasted just two more minutes and fouled out with the score tied at 47. The crowd gave him a standing ovation, as he had battled for nine points and seven rebounds in 24 minutes.

Dee replaced the 6-foot-8 Pleick with 6-foot-3 Gemmell, who now had to guard Curtis Rowe. Catlett moved to the middle to guard center Steve Patterson and Jones guarded Wicks.

The teams traded baskets for the next eight minutes. It was a time to shine for the Notre Dame players who had been told at one point the day before they couldn’t take a shot more than six feet from the basket.

First, senior Tom Sinnott, who Jones had supported in the team meeting the day before, knocked down a 20-footer from the right side to give Notre Dame a 54–49 lead. Then Gemmell, who had his confidence back, swished a 20-footer from the left corner to give the Irish a 60–50 lead with 12 minutes left.

The Bruins made a comeback to cut the lead to 64–62 before Catlett hit a 17-footer from the right elbow to put the Irish back up by four. Gemmell then battled Curtis Rowe for a rebound. The ball was batted by both players, but went into the hoop to give Notre Dame a 70–62 lead. When that shot went in Irish fans thought it just might be their day.

Then Meehan took matters into his own hands and drove through the Bruins defense down the lane for a floater to put the Irish up 72–64.

They were all key scores to keep Notre Dame ahead.

Wooden had unsuccessfully tried three different players on Carr. So with 6:35 left he brought in then unknown sophomore forward Larry Hollyfield, a player who was not on the Notre Dame scouting report. It was not an oversight by the Irish staff. Hollyfield had rarely played to this point in the season.

Thirty-two seconds after his entrance into the contest, Hollyfield hit a soft jumper from the left to bring UCLA to within a bucket. Defensively, he guarded Carr for a couple of possessions, but he couldn’t stay with him. It was one drive to the basket after another.

But offensively Hollyfield made two more baskets, keeping UCLA in the game. He finished with six points in seven minutes. He would score just 19 points the entire season and appear in just 11 of the 30 games.

The final 5:40 of the game became an Austin Carr highlight film. He made drives to the hoop, created his own shot for short jumpers, rebounded, and made steals. He would score 15 of Notre Dame’s final 17 points.

Late in the game, Carr sped past Wicks in a matchup of All-Americans and all the Bruin forward could do was foul him, his fifth foul of the game and third in the last three minutes when he was attempting to guard Carr. An article on the game in The Sporting News quoted Wicks as saying to Coach Wooden, “I told you not to put me on him.”

With seven seconds left Carr was fouled again. As he went to the line, the students chanted “We’re number one.” Uncharacteristically, Carr raised his right index finger to the crowd after he sank both free throws, the 45th and 46th points in his scoring column.

While Carr was at the foul line, Wooden left the UCLA bench and walked to the Notre Dame bench to congratulate Dee. Wooden knew meeting Dee after the final buzzer would be impossible as the Notre Dame student body was about to rush the floor like it never had before.

The postgame scene was a classic moment in Notre Dame history as the fans hoisted Carr to their shoulders in a scene broadcast to the national television audience (on the TVS network produced by Eddie Einhorn) after a commercial. They brought Carr to the basket closest to the Notre Dame locker room where he cut down the nets, establishing a tradition that is still carried on today whenever the Irish pull off an upset of the nation’s top team.

Carr had become the first Notre Dame athlete to “shake down the thunder” without the use of a football. He had scored 46 points against UCLA and the legendary coach John Wooden, the most points by an individual opponent in Wooden’s 27-year UCLA career.

The media besieged Carr
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Austin Carr drove through the UCLA defense for 46 points, still the most ever against a UCLA team. Notre Dame Archives
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