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      Family chaos erupts as former high school crushes toss mischief into their first Christmas in…
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      A sweet volunteer bedecks herself in Christmas trimmings to lure a dreamy firefighter in…

      Enticing Wrapper Number 9
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        NO WEDDINGS SERIES

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “One of the best romantic comedies of the year!”

        Agents of Romance

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “The No Weddings series is one of the best I have read that follows one couple. Cade and Hannah are both lovable characters, the storyline is real and entertaining, and the banter is fun and witty.”

        Lives & Breathes Book Blog

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “I loved it, and I mean REALLY loved it!”

        Orchard Book Club

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “This is an exceptional series… You find yourself fully engrossed in their world and can’t put the book down.”
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      “You’re blocking my sun,” Brooke grumbled.

      Expensive sun, cultivated through enormous effort. After trudging across chilly golden sand, alarmingly just past sunrise. Spinning the resort’s lounge chair around, which turned her back to a glittering diamond ocean. Angling her position by the long shadow of her travel-fatigued self, to align with a red fireball of glaring light.

      She’d raised the back of the blue-cushioned chaise one notch above flat, then collapsed down onto it.

      Planted.

      Exhausted.

      Free… relatively.

      She’d fled all things family at the crack of dawn. Found refuge in a few secluded chairs at the farthest edge of the resort. Past hedges with fragrant blooming white flowers that hid her location. Not the perfect spot, but the best she could do without a resort map. Or her own rental car.

      Sans coffee. Way too early in the morning. On Christmas Eve.

      Big round brand-new sunglasses perched over weary eyes that had drifted closed. With slow determination, and no small amount of resignation, she inhaled the freshest air on earth. Doing her damnedest to absorb chill vibes, on the first morning of a forced two-week vacation.

      Sunny Kona Coast, Big Island, Hawaii.

      A million miles from Polar Vortex East Coast, Wharton, University of Pennsylvania.

      And a bazillion miles from the incessant red-and-green jollity of Christmas.

      Stuck in paradise, she surrendered to her circumstances, vowing to wipe the slate clean. Step off the emotional-turmoil treadmill. Absorb the laidback tropical atmosphere. With modest effort, she could even remake herself from the inside out. If not forever, at least for the moment.

      Gentle waves lapped spongy perfect sand not far behind her, a soothing burbling rhythm. Farther out, breakers boomed, crashing against the black lava peninsulas sticking out above low tide.

      Steady trade winds danced coolness over her bare arms, puffing open the short sleeves of her black peasant top, ruffling the airy pockets of her khaki linen cargo pants. Adequate gift shop finds from the night before.

      A deep inhale through parted lips imparted a taste of sweet salty air.

      She stretched her toes wide, the balls of her feet downward. Imagined the blazing sun as it scorched a straight-and-narrow path, up a blue cloudless sky, above swaying coconut palms. Considered stripping down to her new retro black-gingham bikini, to toast up some first tan lines.

      Then she frowned.

      Her skin hadn’t begun to warm. The light behind her closed eyelids hadn’t brightened.

      The audacious shadow-thrower remained.

      In her way.

      “Hey.” She propped a shielding hand at the top of her sunglasses. Squinted an eye open at whatever rude offender had the balls to harsh her mellow. “You’re blocking my sun.”

      In the glaring light, all she could make out was a dark silhouette. Wide shoulders. A man. With something odd shaped on his head. Arm extended… connected to a vertical surfboard.

      Great. A surfer.

      “Maybe you need blocking.” Sarcasm underscored a rich bass voice.

      Even better.

      An entitled surfer.

      Done with all the absurd holier-than-thou in the world, irritation flashing hot, she shoved off the chair. Ripped the big sunglasses off her face.

      She stomped through perfect groomed sand toward him—kicking the fine grains up, pelting his shins with the stuff—and invaded his personal space.

      Hadn’t planned the sand-assault.

      But incidental weapons worked.

      There. How does that feel?

      She glared up at Mr. Arrogant, crowding all up in his grill, chest heaving with furious indignation. Unafraid. Preparing to unleash a torrent of pent-up frustration on an easy target.

      But the moment her lips parted, her breath caught.

      Dark long-lashed eyes stared down at her, sparkling with mirth. From a pretty-boy handsome face. Thick black brows. Dark brown-sugar skin. Defined cheekbones.

      Sexy days-old scruff. Which on him, instead of shouting slob, lent a subtler air of indifference. And did nothing to hide a strong angular jawline. Or his full tawny lips. Which twitched once at the corners. As if he fought a smile threatening to break out.

      The base female part of her struggled to ignore his shirtless muscular chest. Muscular in a lean athletic would-never-bother-to-lift-weights way.

      “What?” All she managed. One measly monosyllable.

      She stared him straight in the eyes.

      Eyes that crinkled a bit at their outer edges.

      His head tilted the slightest fraction. “What do you mean, ‘what’?”

      “What’s so funny?”

      She backed up a step and crossed her arms.

      Needing to establish a safe zone. Some kind of protection.

      Maybe she did need blocking. From the bewildering effects of Mr. Arrogant.

      Because, somehow, all the harsh words lined up in her brain had fallen away. And her wound-up fury had begun to dissipate.

      The guy had a powerful natural presence. To a mind-blowing level.

      She blew out a measured exhale, attempting to right herself on shifted ground.

      The misshapen top of his head tilted a fraction more. As if he sized her up. Analyzed what, exactly, amused him.

      “Your misplaced anger.” Spoken with calm indifference. Cool. Confident.

      And wow. So on the nose.

      She blinked heavily, uncertain how to reply. Thrown by the situation.

      Mr. Arrogant had pegged her. Without even knowing her.

      A first.

      Even among guys she’d dated for months.

      And people she’d been around all her life.

      She glanced farther up, then scowled. At the other thing about the guy that she’d been blinded to. What she’d apparently ignored harder than the rest of him. A jovial red Santa hat. Big white pom at the bottom, resting on a brown squared shoulder. Fluffy white fringe at the top, tugged high, past a black hairline.

      The thing sat askew on his head, like an afterthought. As if Mr. Arrogant wore the festive accessory in spite of his coolness. Or maybe because of his obvious self-assuredness.

      She had fled from all things Christmas. Yet in a striking coincidence, in the harsh light of early morning, on a first attempt of relaxation at the edge of civilization, there it was. The universe
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