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Chapter 1 Landing

The pilot landed Snowstorm on Ceres. It was a tiny spaceport. The pilot sweated a bit as they carefully landed the ship. Fortunately, there was only one other spaceship at the port. Captain Whitfield let out a sigh once they had safely landed the ship.

“Very good. Now it’s time for me to meet our two daring adventurers.” The captain stood up and left the bridge.

Everyone else on the bridge sighed with relief. Many started to smile and looked forward to doing other activities which wouldn’t be so stressful.

As Captain Whitfield walked through the corridors he smiled. He thought about the two young adventurers. In some ways, he envied their pursuit of adventures. He couldn’t complain their adventures were helping him and his crew earn their way in the solar system. He had never had any children of his own, and it had not mattered to him.

That was until he met these two young people. They were the right ages for them to be his children. He didn’t mind the age difference. He almost wanted to give them advice. But why bother? Most young people tended to resent it unless they had asked for any advice. So, he kept his mouth shut.

The captain found Mr. Winchester to be a reliable worker. It wasn’t a big deal that he would just work when they were traveling through space. Then once Ms. Mineur was where she wanted to be, he would join her on another adventure. Captain Whitfield wondered what kind of adventure they were to find this time.

He could only hope it wouldn’t be dangerous. He sighed as he remembered the past adventures and knew somehow if danger approached them, they would stand and fight. He and the rest of the crew wouldn’t be able to help. They could only wait and hope the young adventures would survive.

The waiting was the hardest part.

Captain Whitfield heard Antoni and Violet talking. They were laughing. He could tell they were looking forward to another adventure. He smiled as he approached them.

“I see you two are ready once again to embark on your latest adventure.”

Violet and Antoni stopped talking. They turned to face the captain with smiles.

“Captain, do we need to wait for anything special? Like a tunnel?” asked Violet.

“Oh, I don’t think so. Not a tunnel per se. Just waiting for the ground control to let us know we can open the ship. The spaceport can close itself off to space. But until that’s happened, we have to wait for a green light at our hatch.”

The trio looked at the hatch controls where the light shone red. The waiting didn’t dampen Antoni nor Violet’s hopes. They were patient enough to wait for a green light. No one spoke for several minutes.

The intercom beep. “Captain, we haven’t heard from ground control yet. We are sending messages to them and to the two living inhabitants.”

Captain Whitfield answered, “Understood. The University of Ceres should be fully automated by robots. As for the living inhabitants, they could be asleep right for all we know.”

“Yes, sir. Just thought you’d want to know.”

“Thank you. If either of the living inhabitants answer, you may patch them through to us.”

“Very well, we will do that.” The intercom went silent.

The captain looked to the two young people. “I hope this delay won’t upset either of you too much.”

Violet smiled. “I wouldn’t be surprised if Natasha and Nolan are sleeping. As for the robots, I don’t know why they aren’t acknowledging our presence.”

“Yes, I wonder about that too. There was quite a ruckus here. I’m afraid there might be some damage that needs to be repaired.”

Violet nodded. “That’s my understanding too. I don’t know if our hosts will tell us much about that.”

The intercom beep. “Captain, we have the live inhabitants for you.”

“Ah, good.”

“Hello, Violet? Antoni?” said a male voice.

Violet answered, “We’re here. We’re just wondering why we don’t have a green light to leave the ship.”

“Natasha is checking right now.” Nolan paused. “Oh, I see. It looks like the shield is in place and it should be safe for you, but something hasn’t activated. We’ll have to go to the spaceport and turn that on manually. Please give us some time.”

Violet nodded. “Not a problem. We’ll be here.”

The captain sighed. “Ah, more delays.”

Violet turned to the captain. “It doesn’t sound that bad. They just need to check and flip a switch manually. What could go wrong?”

Captain Whitfield chuckled. “If it can go wrong, it probably will. Or at least that’s how it’s been in past for me.”

Violet said, “You must have some stories to tell.”

“Another time perhaps. I can see our hosts outside.”

Violet and Antoni looked out the window and saw their hosts. It didn’t take Natasha and Nolan long to flip the manual switches after they double checked the spaceport was secure. The green light appeared on the hatch. Captain Whitfield pressed the controls and the hatch opened.

“Welcome to what is left of Ceres and the University of Ceres,” Natasha said without a smile.

Antoni and Violet stepped out into the spaceport. Everyone was soon greeting each other.

The captain said, “I hope you don’t mind, but the crew and myself will stay on board. If you need us for any reason, you can call us. We can do repairs if you need us to.”

Natasha nodded. “We might need some repair work. I’ve been checking the computer systems and they have been a little glitchy, but nothing serious. Unfortunately, that’s the extent of my repair skills for now. The robots have been helpful so far.”

Nolan added, “But we have noticed there are a few robots who are having trouble functioning. They seemed to be stuck on loops that we can’t get them out of. Some of them we had to shut down individually until we could figure out what was wrong with them.”

“At least they cleaned up the mess.” Natasha grimaced.

“Yes, they did do that. And then they proceeded to make sure we were comfortable and had everything we needed.”

Captain Whitfield nodded. “In that case, I think we can get a few volunteers to help with the robots and check on the other damage.”

Natasha nodded. “We’d appreciate that. I do know the space military wants to know what happened in detail. We promised we’d find out as much as we could. We did leave with a few others before it was all over.”

Captain Whitfield used the intercom to request a few volunteers as the four young people walked through the spaceport to the university.

Antoni said, “This must have been pretty impressive when you arrived here.”

Nolan nodded. “It certainly was. It was breath taking. Then we had to walk through this corridor and you can see all the stars.”

Natasha smiled. “That was when you were in love with Courtney.”

“Hey, it didn’t last long and she was bad news.”

Natasha shook her head. She and Nolan stopped walking once they were through the tunnel. Even Violet and Antoni stopped to gape at the tower. No one spoke for several minutes.


Chapter 2 Robots

The first thing Violet and Antoni noticed was all the robots at the university. Clearly it was a ghost town with just four live people walking around. It was eerie how efficient all the robots were in spite of a lack of people. The robots didn’t care how many people were currently on Ceres at the spaceport or at the university itself.

“Well, Violet? Is this what you expected?” Antoni looked at Violet.

Violet shook her head no. “That tower is impressive, especially up close.” She turned to their hosts. “And you came back here after everything?”

Nolan and Natasha looked at each other. They didn’t speak out loud. They looked back at their guests.

Natasha said, “We had to. We had a client who wanted to know what had gone wrong on Haumea. Then the space military wanted to know more about what had happened here when they knew we had come back. We didn’t mind. We also want closure as to what happened.”

Violet nodded. “There are a lot of robots here.”

Nolan said, “I doubt this place can run without them. There’s too many things that need to be done on a regular basis. It’s not a big place as you can see, but at certain times of the year, it was just the twin professors and no one else. From what we have seen of their records, it doesn’t appear they knew how to do anything in the way of
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