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In January 2023, I released my debut nonfiction book, Transforming Devotion: How to Read The Bible For Life-Change. The short little book is all about looking at a process of how we can have an engaging and meaningful time in God’s Word. I intended the book to be a resource for the church I pastor, but later published it to help fund our building campaign.

After publication, I decided to show that book’s process in action by creating a series of short devotionals over different books of the Bible.

It is important to note that this book is not a commentary on the text. No devotional ever is. Nor is it a replacement for soul-searching study and meditation of Scripture. But I hope that this short devotional encourages readers to question what it means to be part of a gospel community following Jesus.

You may find, as you read this book, or any of my devotional pieces, that some themes repeat themselves. You might even find that some of the reflection questions sound repetitive. This is not a bad thing, but done a bit intentionally. Repetition is how we learn and grow. Repetitive questions and content force us to give them answers worthy of our time and attention. Because some New Testament writing operates like this, I have tried to incorporate those same principles in these devotionals.

It needs to be said that the divisions I used to determine where to split each day’s reading was not based on the divisions and headings found within our modern Bibles. I used the guidance of The Bible For Everyone Commentary Series to help determine each day’s readings. The Bible For Everyone Commentary Series is a short and easy-to-read commentary series that helped to shape portions of this devotional.

If, after reading this, you would like to check out more of my work, in both fiction and nonfiction, you can check out my website: www.booksbymason.com.

I hope you enjoy this book and will consider leaving a review wherever you found it.

Thanks again!

Mason D. Powell 
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Day 1: Rose-colored Glasses

[image: ]


​

Opening Prayer

Jesus,

We thank you for the beauty of your word and that you have preserved these words of wisdom from Paul to Timothy for us today. Please open our ears to hear you, our eyes to see your beauty, our hearts to receive your love, and our hands to be of service to you.

Amen.

Read 1 Timothy 1:1-2

What does it mean?

For all that he has accomplished and done, Paul doesn’t introduce himself through any other lens except the ones that point back to Jesus. As a true leader does, Paul expresses his view of himself through the grace associated with his identity in Christ and his love for those he serves, like Timothy. His care and concern for Timothy goes through the context of how Jesus gives hope, grace, mercy, and peace—especially in a day and age that lacked these things. Paul bases his entire thinking of himself, what he does, his purpose and how he thinks of others on what he knows of Jesus. There is much here that we can learn for ourselves as leaders. Often, we introduce ourselves and place value on ourselves, on our status and accomplishments. We are quick to show why we think we are valuable toward others, and why we think our voice deserves to be heard, especially as leaders. We base this on our history, our degrees, our giftings, our success, our accomplishments, and our status because that’s how the world tells us we are valuable. But a true leader is not concerned with impressing others with their status and accomplishments, but is concerned with genuine humility in service like Paul because they know all their value lies solely in their relationship with Christ.

Reflection Questions

	Do you see yourself through the same filter that Paul saw himself?

	When you meet new people, is your first desire for them to see Jesus in you, or do you want people to see something else in you before seeing Jesus in you?

	Is it clear in your life that the grace, mercy, hope, and peace offered in Jesus creates a love for others like it did for Paul?


Going Forward

Think about the way you see yourself, the world, and those around you, and ask what change might happen if you saw all this through the same lens that Paul saw all this. 

Closing Prayer

Jesus,

You offer us an indescribable grace. Give us eyes to see ourselves, this world, and those around us today through the lens of who you are, what you have done, and what you promise to bring to completion.

Amen
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Opening Prayer

Jesus,

We thank you for the beauty of your word and that you have preserved these words of wisdom from Paul to Timothy for us today. Please open our ears to hear you, our eyes to see your beauty, our hearts to receive your love, and our hands to be of service to you.

Amen.

Read 1 Timothy 1:3-11

What does it mean?

Paul spent years training Timothy and now he has a mission for Timothy to lead the church in Ephesus. This mission comes at a dire time for Paul, as he is in prison and his enemies seek to undermine and destroy what he has spent his life building for Christ. It is a serious concern for Paul, and a matter he entrusts to Timothy to carry in his place. Paul knows people will try to twist and corrupt the Gospel for selfish gain, whether for money or power or for a certain influence and image they want. Many oppose it because of what it stands for, and what it undoes in their world. When truth is at work, there are always forces of opposition, and at times this opposition comes from leaders who declare their intentions to be in goodwill, but they stand in opposition to God’s directive. This shows that nobody is above reproach. We must examine someone claiming to be a teacher of the Gospel to see if their teaching matches up with Scripture and how they live their life. The purity of the Gospel must be protected. The sincerity of the

Reflection Questions

	Paul trained up Timothy as a partner with him on God’s mission. Who has been someone to help teach you about Jesus and who are you teaching the same?

	Why does the purity of the Gospel matter so much to Paul, and why should it matter to us today?

	Paul says we see the evidence of the Gospel in love coming from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith. What are you doing to grow these things to express in your life the love of the Gospel?


Going Forward


Closing Prayer
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