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  Preface



Criminology Essentials: Understanding Criminal Behavior, Criminal Psychology, and Theories of Crime. 

This book offers a compelling and accessible journey into the world of crime, criminal minds, and justice systems.

Designed for readers of all backgrounds—students, journalists, bloggers, true crime enthusiasts, and the simply curious—this book covers the foundations of criminology without requiring any prior academic knowledge.

Inside, you will explore why people commit crimes, how crimes are measured and studied, and the psychological and sociological theories that attempt to explain criminal behavior. From the early theories of Classicism and Positivism to modern understandings of cybercrime, white-collar crime, organized crime, and violent offenders, this guide delivers a comprehensive overview of crime in all its forms.

Through real-world case studies, such as the Virginia Tech Massacre, and deep dives into criminal profiling and victimology, you’ll gain insight into both offenders and victims, learning how crime impacts individuals and society.

Whether you’re a student of psychology or sociology, a true crime storyteller, or simply passionate about understanding the hidden forces behind criminal behavior, Criminology Essentials provides you with clear explanations, critical thinking tools, and a fresh perspective on one of humanity’s most complex subjects.

Discover the science, the stories, and the real reasons behind crime—one page at a time.






I

What is Criminology Really About?

Exploring criminology theories, criminal psychology, real-world case studies







  
  1

  
  
  WHAT IS CRIME

  
  




What is Criminology Really About?

Before diving deep into the criminal mind, it’s essential to ask: what exactly is criminology? Where does it come from, and what does it aim to uncover?

Once we tackle these questions, we face a bigger challenge: how do we even define “crime”?

It turns out, defining crime isn’t as simple as pointing to a lawbook. Scholars have long debated what should truly be considered a crime.

If we adopt a purely legalistic approach, crime is simply any act that violates the law. But does that tell the whole story?

What about actions that cause serious harm but aren’t technically illegal?

If a government violates its citizens’ basic human rights, is that criminal—even if the law says otherwise?

The legal definition of crime varies wildly depending on where you are. In one jurisdiction, an act might be a serious offense; elsewhere, it might not even raise an eyebrow.

However, some crimes are universal. Murder, for example, is outlawed across almost every country and state. These are known as acts of mala in se—crimes considered “inherently evil,” immoral by their very nature, regardless of whether laws recognize them.

Other offenses fall under a different category: acts of mala prohibita. These acts aren’t inherently immoral but are deemed criminal because the law says so.

Take prostitution: illegal in most U.S. states, but legal and licensed in parts of Nevada. The same goes for gambling and certain drug-related activities.

In other words, not all crimes are created equal—some are evil by nature, while others exist because society has drawn a legal line in the sand.




When Crime Crosses Paths with Deviance

In criminology, not everything illegal is inherently evil—and not everything strange is technically a crime.

This section dives into the world of mala in se offenses (acts that are naturally evil) and mala prohibita offenses (acts criminalized by law), while also exploring the murky territory of deviant behavior.

Deviant acts aren’t always against the law, but they break social norms and are often judged as immoral.

Take this chilling real-life example: in the 1990s, a young man in Nevada watched his friend murder a girl in a casino bathroom.

He never reported it.

While most would call his silence horrifyingly immoral, at that time Nevada law did not legally require witnesses to report a murder. Morally outrageous? Absolutely. Illegal? Not then.

Not all deviant acts are so extreme. Some simply clash with social etiquette—like burping loudly during a formal dinner.

While not criminal, such behavior reveals a disregard for social norms, a trait often associated with antisocial—and sometimes criminal—tendencies.

Importantly, the boundary between deviance and crime is constantly shifting. Behaviors once merely frowned upon—such as texting while driving or smoking in public—are now illegal in many places like New York and California. What starts as social disapproval can become a legal offense over time.
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Categories of Crime







Quick Recap:


	Mala in se crimes are usually both illegal and highly deviant (e.g., murder).

	Mala prohibita acts, like speeding, are illegal but not necessarily seen as deviant, since they’re so common.




This book unpacks the theories that explain all these behaviors—whether they break laws, violate norms, or simply unsettle society.




Key Concepts at a Glance:


	Crime: Any act that violates the law (legalistic definition).

	Mala in se: Acts considered inherently evil by their nature.

	Mala prohibita: Acts deemed wrong primarily because the law says so.

	Deviance: Behaviors that deviate from social norms, covering both illegal and non-criminal actions.
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Criminology is more than a word—it’s a journey into understanding why crime exists and how societies respond to it.

The term was first coined in 1885 by Italian law professor Raffaele Garofalo (“criminologia”), and shortly after, adopted in French by anthropologist Paul Topinard.

But it was Edwin Sutherland, one of America’s pioneering criminologists, who in 1934 gave criminology its most enduring definition: “the body of knowledge regarding crime as a social phenomenon, encompassing the making, breaking, and enforcement of laws.”

In simple terms, criminology is the scientific study of crime—especially focused on why people commit crimes.

The keyword here is scientific.

Unlike philosophical, legal, or journalistic perspectives—which rely heavily on logic, argument, and storytelling—criminology uses the scientific method.

This means forming hypotheses, gathering data, testing theories, and reaching conclusions based on empirical evidence, not just intuition or opinion.

While philosophers ponder what “should” be right or wrong, and journalists expose injustices or sensational crimes, criminologists dig deeper.

Their goal? To build a body of verified knowledge about how laws are created, why they are broken, and how societies can prevent or respond to those breaks.

Criminology isn’t just about studying criminals—it’s about understanding the entire system of crime and justice, and using that understanding to create real-world solutions.




Quick Recap

Criminology is the scientific study of crime and criminal behavior, distinct from philosophical or journalistic approaches. Its roots trace back to Garofalo, Topinard, and Sutherland, emphasizing the importance of empirical research in understanding crime.




Key Concepts at a Glance


	Criminology: Scientific study of crime.

	Garofalo: Coined the term “criminologia” in 1885.

	Sutherland: Defined criminology as the study of making, breaking, and enforcing laws.

	Scientific Method: Distinguishes criminology from other perspectives.

	Philosophical/Legal/Journalistic views: Not based on scientific methods.
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The consensus perspective sees laws — and their enforcement — as a direct reflection of shared societal norms. According to this view, most people agree on what’s right and wrong, and this common ground shapes the laws we follow.

This idea traces back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries, rooted in the works of sociologists like Émile Durkheim, Max Weber, Edward Alsworth Ross, and William Graham Sumner.

Under the consensus model, people don’t just obey the law out of fear of punishment — they do it because they genuinely believe in the system. The laws align with their internal values, making compliance a natural choice rather than an act of submission.

This perspective dominated the first half of the 20th century.

However, starting around the 1950s, a new voice grew louder: the conflict perspective.

According to this view, society isn’t a harmonious whole — it’s a battleground where different groups fight for power. Whoever comes out on top gets to shape the laws to serve their own interests.

In this reading, laws aren’t neutral: they’re political weapons.
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The Consensus and Conflict Perspective




Quick Recap

The consensus perspective argues that laws reflect a general agreement on morality and norms, with people obeying them because they align with their values. The conflict perspective, emerging strongly in the mid-20th century, counters that laws are shaped by power struggles between competing societal groups.

Key Concepts at a Glance


	Consensus Perspective: Laws mirror shared social norms and values.

	Internalization: People obey laws because they believe in them, not out of fear.

	Key Thinkers: Durkheim, Weber, Ross, Sumner.

	Conflict Perspective: Laws result from battles between groups with different interests.

	Shift Over Time: Consensus dominated early 1900s; conflict gained traction after 1950s.








OEBPS/ec58c17e2087654af0d9629bdee5604348a81169_smallRaw.jpg
CRIMINOLOGY
ESSENTIALS

- Understanding









OEBPS/images/c4d9b54fa4da455a4221595088695ba1_smallRaw.png
A) Voluntary
7>/ Compliance
4 Political

Shared Societal A Weaponization
Norms

O O  Power Struggle
- ?Q_’X‘ Dynamics
Consensus \(l)

Perspective

Conflict Perspective

Comparing Societal Harmony and Power Dynamics in Law






OEBPS/images/e317cb95f2e4adec7ffebfdce71cc3b6_smallRaw.png
Universally

Immoral Contextually

© A
ﬂ:ol lllegal
Inherently Evil Legall
Acts L&.' i
|—

Criminalized
fata) Acts

Mala in Se
Mala Prohibita

Understanding the Nature of Criminal Offenses










