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Book I – Seventh Mark  Part 1 is free!

USA TODAY BESTSELLING author, W.J. May brings you a twisted Red Riding Hood fairy-tale that'll get your heart thumping - for fear and love.
Beautiful Rouge has little knowledge about her past, she has questions but has never tried to find the answers. Everything changes when she befriends a strangely intoxicating family. Siblings Grace and Michael, appear to have secrets which seem somehow connected to Rouge. Forced to be apart, Michael and Rouge's worlds collide when a hidden terror threatens to destroy Michael's family. Rouge may be the only one who can find the answer.
An ancient journal, a Sioghra necklace and a special mark force life-altering decisions for a girl who grew up unprepared to fight for her life or others.
All secrets have a cost and Rouge’s determination to find the truth may force her and Michael apart. It can only lead to trouble...or something even more sinister.
*Warning: There are werewolves in this story... and they are not friendly.*
Hidden Secrets Saga:
Seventh Mark - Part 1
Seventh Mark - Part 2
Marked by Destiny
Compelled
Fate's Intervention
Chosen Three
Spin off:
Prophecy Series:
Only the Beginning
White Winter
Secrets of Destiny
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!
http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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In a future where the sky is going dark, can two outcasts find the strength to make a difference?

The future is not a safe place. When Tay Maslov was a girl she lived in New York State, and her playground was the sun-drenched fields of her parents’ farm. But all that changed the day the Servitors came, looking for new recruits for their master, the Archon Jeremiah of Brooklyn. 

The vampires—or Elders—rule the cities now, and hardly any humans are left out in the wilderness. All the land is given over to the bizarre animal-like Shifters. The Elders run the Blood Banks, enforce Blood Donations, as well as the Blood Clubs and the culls of insurgents. When Tay Maslov, many years later and now a vampire herself, servant to her Archon Jeremiah, refuses to go after humans, she is cast down.

Forced to become a Feral, hated by all. It is in this state that she meets Kaiden, himself a creature of the night, but far different from her. 

Who will survive what comes next?
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NOTE: The Revamped Series is a ‘revamp’ of the original Bit-Lit series published several years ago. I was never genuinely happy with the set up and telling of the story so I decided to go through it again and make is better! I hope you enjoy this version.     WJM
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“No one knows where they originally came from. No one is allowed to know. But there are several sources to which we can refer in making an educated guess.

The Chronicles of Tancred, written in the 11th century, tell the story of the ‘Lych Papacy’ and the beginnings of the Cursed Crusades which attempted to unseat the rising powers. By then, however, the vampires were already a sizable community, and the crusaders’ efforts came to nothing.

If we look back even farther, there is some indication that the vampires were once human, or near-human, and that they have been with us, preying on us, since the very beginning of time. 

Whatever the case, it is almost certain that by later years of the Renaissance their grip on the development of our mortal, sun-loving society was complete.”

– The Helsing Papers, 2001 (BANNED)

––––––––
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TABITHA MASLOV MOVED through the rain-soaked streets, head bowed against the drizzle that soaked relentlessly into her jacket and the too-bright reflections of neon lights in the shimmering puddles. A headache throbbed dully behind her eyes. Her tongue felt swollen, glued to the roof of her mouth. She swallowed, but her throat only clicked dryly. How long had it been? She couldn’t quite remember any longer; her head felt stuffed with cotton.

She was terribly thirsty.

The humans called it dreaming, that state of dark and feverish nightmares they fell into as soon as one of her kind sank teeth into skin. The vampires just called it hunting. And Tay, perennially late, with barely enough money in her pocket to pay her rent, was one of them. 

The Dark Kindred. The Elders. 

A vampire.

And if she didn’t get something to eat soon, she was going to starve.

**
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THE SOUND OF THE SLAP cracked through the room. 

Tay rocked silently under the force of it.

Jeremiah Gannett, tall and fair-haired and furious, was one of the four Archons of the City of New York. Until just moments before Tay had been a resident of his district, forced to report her activities to him every moon-cycle. Elder society was harsh, and not just for younger neonates like Tay. But as the vampire saying went, the world is built on blood.

Of course, it was harsher for some than for others. Jeremiah in particular was known to be a hard negotiator, and he cared little for the desires of the humans in his district. To him they were little better than slaves, and their complaints about the number of hunters in their quarter fell on deaf ears. They were a source of food, nothing more.

“Did you think I wouldn’t find out?” Jeremiah hissed. His voice rang cold, and his eyes, crystal blue, were like chips of ice. He wore his fair hair straight and long, and his sharp cheekbones and high white forehead displayed the traditional contours of the European vampire lines from which he’d been sired. He towered over Tay by nearly six inches. But he didn’t frighten her.

She knew the coat of crimson brocade he wore was an affectation. Just as much as the reproduction rapier belted to his hip. Our beloved Archon is, what, a hundred and fifty years old? Two hundred at a push? He was the youngest of the five Archons who controlled the metropolitan area of New York, and had achieved his current rank mainly by a run of bad luck on the part of his sire (who had been found bound to a concrete culvert as the sun came up). That and Jeremiah’s ability to ingratiate himself with older Archons, providing favors, money, or allies whenever they required.

The problem with Archon Jeremiah, Tay knew, was that despite his exalted status he was still just a small fish in a big pond. He wore dress suits and dueling pistols to ape the older Archons, but that didn’t change where he’d come from. 

He must want so desperately to fit in, Tay thought, the corner of her mouth twitching.

But if Jeremiah was a small fish, then she was a creature on a microscopic scale—and the humans they shepherded as unknown and uncountable as the drops of water they swam in.

“How dare you!” Jeremiah snapped. Only then, as his long-fingered hand delivered another ringing slap, did she realize she hadn’t answered his first question. 

The slap itself barely stung. All vampires, even the youngest neonates, had a re-knit skin, tendon, and bone structure that made them nearly indestructible by mortal standards. Her eyes stung even so, whether with tears or anger she couldn’t tell.

“Well?” Jeremiah demanded.

Tay opened her mouth to speak, to offer some explanation, but she knew already it was no use. The Archon’s words was final, and he had no intention of listening to a mere neonate’s protestations.

“Word was brought to me that you have not been performing your duties for the good of the city. That there are insurgents operating unopposed in your neighborhood.”

“What—” 

“And,” he went on, running directly over the top of her weak protest, “when I call upon all of my neonates to participate in a cull of their areas of the city and deliver the criminal goods found in their raids, you are the only one who refuses.” His cold eyes burned into her. “Why?”

Tay’s hands clenched, nails digging into her palms. In recent years, culls of the city’s mortal inhabitants had been called more and more frequently. They were always a messy, brutal affair—the neonates and their human servitors going door-to-door in a search for signs of insurgents and their sacrilegious, criminal artifacts. Those found with rebellious tracts and manuscripts, secret idols, or weapons capable of killing a vampire were taken in for further ‘questioning’ before execution. But with the frequent purges wiping out the rebels or sending them deep into hiding, most of the neonates had started padding their numbers. Men and women who had only the most tenuous connections to the insurgents were taken in for questioning. A mother who had a rebellious son, or a teacher whose only crime was having once taught a pupil who, years later, was caught with forbidden literature. But of course she couldn’t argue against any of that to the Archon. To dear Jeremiah.

So instead of taking part, Tay had opted to ‘disappear’ during the latest night of terror and blood-letting. 

The Archon’s servitors had found her in a small basement blood bar called The Red Rose, where pale, ghoulish humans talked and smoked and listened to dreamy, fatalistic music.

It wasn’t the first time she’d missed a cull, but it seemed her most recent infraction had been the last the Archon could take. 

And now he was going to make an example of her.

“If you have no stomach for the clean-up of your neighborhood,” Jeremiah said, leaning in close to loom over her as he hissed the words, “then maybe you should spend a few months finding out what life is like for those who have no neighborhood.” 

He straightened, chin lifting. Tay’s stomach dropped. She’d known he was angry, but this—

“Tabitha Maslov,” Jeremiah’s voice dropped into a slow, formal cadence, “before the eyes of your circle, your brood, and your city, I name you Feral. You will be cast out from your own kind. No other Elder will shelter you, nor will they provide you with food. You shall have no rights to the Blood Banks, and you shall have no standing in Elder society. If you are still alive at the end, we shall see if you have reconsidered your duties and responsibilities to your city.”

Feral. 

The word sank hooks into Tay’s chest. It was the worst fate vampire society could impose. No access to the Blood Banks, or to the bars where willing humans congregated. No other vampire in Elder society would give her a place to rest, or help of any kind. 

She’d seen Ferals before—savage, half-mad creatures fallen through the cracks of Elder society, living in the sewers, and hunting the homeless humans they shared their spaces with. Or wandering from hotel to hotel, chased and harassed by other Elders as they sought willing donors on luck and instinct alone.

Many succumbed to the blood madness. Their wasted bodies could no longer support the vampire virus. It infected their brains, forcing them to relive every primordial horror it pumped through their veins. Eventually, they became creatures of the virus alone, raving, incapable of rational thought. Predatory beasts the Elders rounded up with the human insurgents and staked out in the sun to burn away their corruption.

“How long?” The words burst out of her, more pleading than she’d wanted them to be.

Jeremiah, already starting to turn, paused. “You will know when your time is up.”

Then he was gone, leaving her alone in the dark, empty chamber. Tay watched him sweep from the room, a strange, shuddering sensation in her chest. Slowly, as though the knowledge came from an unknown distance, she recognized it.

For the first time in a long time, she felt fear.
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“For those vampires that cannot find their place in the predatory society must be outcast. They will be Feral, and no succor will be granted to them from any Archon. They must feed as they will, in the wilds and the desolate places.”

– To Rule the Undying, Eleventh Mandate
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TAY LURCHED. HER FEET felt heavy, like she was wading through glue, and the slick paving stones of the street wavered in and out of focus. “Why was I so stupid?” she muttered, the words lost in the patter of rain.

I should have just gone to the cull. She leaned against the pull-down metal barricade of a shop window for support. It was night of course, and this was a quiet part of town. Most mortals didn’t go out after dark anymore. Those most afraid of their Elder overseers didn’t even venture into the dusk. But Tay was banking on the fact that, a few blocks north in a busier part of the city, she might be able to find a blood doll or three out for a party and seeking an Elder to offer their ‘services’ to. 

Even just the thought of fresh blood made her stomach cramp with hunger and the nerves behind her eyes throb with pain. Warmth. She’d already gone nearly two weeks without feeding, skulking in the dubious shelter of her louse-ridden apartment (the only one she could afford with her standing in the community revoked). Her hope that the Archon’s servitors would knock on the door and ask if she had learned her lesson had proved futile, and the hunger had finally driven her out into the streets.

She was thirsty. Beyond what she had ever felt before. 

How had she let this happen? Why hadn’t she just done as told? Kept her head down, followed the rules, and just listened? 

Why be stubborn? Look how far it had gotten her.

She stared down at her own hand, wondering if sinking her teeth into her own wrist would ease the dryness in her mouth. 

It wouldn’t help. She knew that. Every vampire knew.

Officially, vampirism was a virus, explained and catalogued by the medical professionals the Elders had taken into their ranks. But Tay had always felt there was something more to it. That it was alive in a way that went far beyond the simple biology of a virus.

It’s my curse, she thought. My shadow. A dark spirit sitting inside me. Even her bones ached with the need for sustenance. 

Pain had become a distant memory in the decades since her change. She’d known discomfort and fatigue, but there was very little that could truly harm her. Even sensations like ‘cold’ and ‘hot’ had become minor annoyances. But wracked with need, she was so cold she shook with it.

Virus. What sort of freaking virus makes it impossible to be seen on video? She cursed inwardly. That too had been allegedly explained: vampiric bodies
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