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Welcome to Weird & Wonderful Texas
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Texas is not a quiet state. It has never looked at a normal-sized story and thought, “That’ll do.”

Here you’ll find oil gushers, ghost lights, barbecue arguments, giant cowboy boots, space missions, bluebonnet photo rituals, football fever, borderland legends, and enough state pride to require its own weather report.

This is not a textbook. It is not a travel guide. It will not tell you where to park in Austin or how long to smoke a brisket without starting a family argument. It is a quick, curious, bite-sized ride through the facts, stories, symbols, and strange little details that make Texas feel like Texas.

Some entries are funny. Some are serious. Some are proudly weird. A few legends are included as legends, because Texas folklore deserves a seat at the table — but it does not get to pretend it brought a birth certificate.

Read one fact or read a whole chapter. Start at the beginning or jump around. This book is built for short breaks, long drives, waiting rooms, coffee tables, and yes, the occasional bathroom visit.

So settle in.

The Lone Star State is big, bold, complicated, delicious, dramatic, and occasionally ridiculous.

In other words: perfect material.
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Texas Means “Friends,” Which Is Very On-Brand and Also Slightly Funny

The name “Texas” traces back to a Caddo word often rendered as taysha, meaning “friend” or “ally.” Spanish speakers wrote it as “Tejas,” and over time the spelling wandered into “Texas.” That means one of America’s boldest, loudest, most self-branded states basically has a name rooted in friendliness.

This is charming. It is also a little funny if you have ever watched two Texans argue about barbecue, football, property lines, or whether Dallas counts as “real Texas.” Friendship, yes. Quiet friendship, absolutely not. 

Six Flags Before the Roller Coasters

“Six Flags Over Texas” is not just an amusement park name. It refers to the six national flags traditionally associated with political control over Texas: Spain, France, Mexico, the Republic of Texas, the United States, and the Confederacy.

The timeline is not perfectly tidy. Spain ruled twice, France’s claim was brief, and some flag designs are debated. But as historical branding goes, “Six Flags” does the job. It says: this place has changed hands, changed languages, changed governments, and still somehow ended up with a state-shaped belt buckle. 

France Had Texas for About Five Minutes

France is one of the famous “six flags,” but French control in Texas was short. Very short. The French presence is usually tied to René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, and the failed colony of Fort St. Louis in the 1680s.

So yes, France is in the Texas origin story. But not in the “we built a thriving Texas empire” way. More in the “we got lost, tried hard, suffered badly, and accidentally made Spain pay closer attention” way. Sometimes history turns on bold exploration. Sometimes it turns on bad navigation. 

The Old Three Hundred: Texas’ Early Signup Bonus

Stephen F. Austin’s first colony in Mexican Texas became known as the “Old Three Hundred.” These were the early settler families who received land grants under Austin’s colonization effort.

It sounds like the name of a heroic ancient order. In reality, it was also paperwork, land policy, family migration, farming, legal negotiation, and all the messy business of frontier settlement. Still, “Old Three Hundred” has a grand ring to it. “Austin’s Early Land-Grant Customers” would not have sold nearly as many commemorative plaques. 

Mexico Invited Settlers, Then Got a Revolution

In the early 1800s, Mexico encouraged settlement in Texas through the empresario system. The plan was practical: populate a northern frontier region, build communities, and strengthen control.

Then politics changed. Mexico moved away from federalism toward central authority under Santa Anna. Many Texans, including Anglo settlers and Tejanos, objected. The result was not one simple “freedom story,” but a tangled conflict involving local rights, national power, immigration, slavery, land, identity, and ambition.

Texas history rarely fits on a bumper sticker. Texans still put it on bumper stickers anyway. 

“Come and Take It” Was About a Very Small Cannon

The Battle of Gonzales in October 1835 is often considered the first battle of the Texas Revolution. The dispute centered on a cannon that Mexican authorities wanted returned. The settlers responded with a flag showing a cannon, a lone star, and the words “Come and Take It.”

As opening acts go, it had excellent merch potential. The cannon itself was not exactly a superweapon. But symbols do not need to be large to become loud. Texas learned that early and has been operating accordingly ever since. 

Independence Was Signed in a Hurry

Texas declared independence from Mexico on March 2, 1836, at Washington-on-the-Brazos. The convention met while events were moving fast and dangerously. The Alamo was under siege. Santa Anna’s army was in the field. Nobody was signing documents in a calm little office with a nice lunch scheduled afterward.

That gives the Texas Declaration of Independence a certain nervous energy. It was not written from a position of comfort. It was written while history was kicking the door. 

The Republic Was Born Before It Had a Safe Place to Sit

The Republic of Texas came into existence in March 1836, but it did not arrive with instant stability. A declaration, a constitution, an interim government, an army, fleeing civilians, and a war all happened at nearly the same time.

Most new countries would prefer a quiet onboarding process. Texas got panic, mud, gunfire, debt, diplomacy, and moving boxes. Still, the Republic lasted almost a decade, from 1836 until annexation by the United States in 1845. That is a lot of drama for a country that was also trying to invent itself in real time. 

The Alamo Was a Defeat That Became a Megaphone

The Battle of the Alamo lasted from February 23 to March 6, 1836. Mexican forces under Antonio López de Santa Anna took the mission after a 13-day siege. The defenders were defeated, and the site became one of the most powerful symbols in Texas memory.

Militarily, it was a loss for the Texian side. Emotionally and politically, it became fuel. “Remember the Alamo” turned defeat into a rallying cry, which is one of history’s stranger habits: sometimes losing loudly becomes part of winning later. 

Remember the Alamo, But Remember It Carefully

The Alamo story is often told with a small cast of famous names: Travis, Bowie, Crockett. They matter. But the full story is more complicated. Tejanos played important roles in the siege, battle, courier work, survival accounts, and the wider Revolution.

That matters because the Alamo was not just an “Anglos versus Mexico” movie poster. It was a messy borderland conflict involving Tejanos, Texians, Mexican centralists, federalists, immigrants, soldiers, civilians, and people whose loyalties could not be squeezed into a slogan. History is annoying that way. It keeps having more people in it. 

Goliad Made the War Even Darker

The Goliad Massacre followed the Texian defeat at Coleto. On March 27, 1836, prisoners held at Goliad were executed under orders connected to Santa Anna. The event shocked supporters of the Texas cause and became another powerful rallying point.

This is not a funny fact. It is one of those moments where the bathroom reader voice should step back and let the weight sit there. “Remember Goliad” joined “Remember the Alamo” because revolutions are not built only from flags. They are also built from grief. 

The Runaway Scrape Was Texas on the Move

After the Alamo fell and Santa Anna’s forces advanced, many Texas civilians fled eastward in what became known as the Runaway Scrape. Families left homes, crossed muddy roads, abandoned possessions, and tried to stay ahead of the Mexican army.

The name almost sounds playful. The experience was not. It was fear, weather, exhaustion, disease, and uncertainty. Texas independence was not only fought by men with muskets. It was also endured by families moving through mud with whatever they could carry. 

San Jacinto Took About Eighteen Minutes

On April 21, 1836, Sam Houston’s army attacked Santa Anna’s forces at San Jacinto. The battle itself is famous for lasting about eighteen minutes. Eighteen minutes. That is shorter than some arguments over brisket slicing.

But those minutes changed the future of Texas. The Texian victory ended the main military campaign of the Revolution and led to Santa Anna’s capture the next day. History does not always move slowly. Sometimes it sprints, trips over a prairie, and wakes up as a new republic. 

Santa Anna Was Captured Dressed Down

After San Jacinto, Santa Anna escaped the battlefield but was captured the next day. Accounts commonly note that he was disguised as a common soldier when Texian troops found him. That detail has become part of the legend because it is almost too cinematic.

The captured Mexican president then became central to the agreements known as the Treaties of Velasco. Texas wanted independence recognized. Mexico did not simply become enthusiastic about the idea. International politics, as usual, refused to behave like the final scene of a movie. 

The Treaties of Velasco Were Messy Paperwork After a Clean Victory

The Treaties of Velasco were signed in May 1836 after San Jacinto. There was a public agreement and a secret agreement involving Santa Anna. The arrangements aimed to end hostilities and move toward recognition of Texas independence.

Here is the catch: Santa Anna was a prisoner, and Mexico did not simply accept Texas independence as neatly as Texans wanted. So the military victory was clear. The diplomatic aftermath was not. Texas got a republic. It also got years of argument, debt, border disputes, and political headaches. Freedom came with admin work. 

The Republic Had Presidents, Problems, and a Lot of Nerve

The Republic of Texas was not just a romantic pause between Mexico and the United States. It had presidents, a congress, foreign relations, public debt, land issues, Native American conflicts, and arguments over where the capital should be.

Sam Houston became the best-known leader, but the Republic also included figures like Mirabeau B. Lamar and Anson Jones. The whole thing had the confidence of a nation and the budget of a very stressed start-up. If Texas had owned
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