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FOREWORD

In January 2018, I started the translation of the Rig Veda. I had heard about it and read several books about it, including "The Secret of the Veda" by Sri Aurobindo.

By chance, one evening, some time before, while zapping on my television, I had come across a documentary on Arte1. It presented, very succinctly, the so-called Indus civilization which had moved me deeply.

This documentary took me back forty-five years, when I went to India, like thousands of young Westerners. I had gone there after five years of hitchhiking around the world, penniless, including three years in Africa.

My goal in coming to India was not to find a guru or to seek any spiritual liberation, that was already done.

In 1970, after I had been on the road for over two years, I had this spiritual experience that cannot be described or properly named.

So I went to India to live the life of a sâdhu, a renunciate. That is what I did for almost a year. I lived with them the life of a naga-baba, a category of sâdhus who go almost naked, covered in ashes, from temple to temple2, owning only what they can carry. I never spoke of the Veda with them, but the life I led made me understand many things..

I am not an intellectual. I hated school and dropped out in the second year of high school3. I took a vocational certificate as a projectionist and worked in a cinema in Brittany for six months, plus two more in a post-synchronization studio in Paris, before setting off on the road in 1967 with my last paycheck.

So I did not follow the classic path of Sanskrit or ancient civilizations enthusiasts. Of course, my readings had made me discover their point of view and their firstdegree interpretation of the Rig Veda.

There is still no book in French on the so-called Indus civilization. The rare newspaper articles that talk about it give information that dates from the middle of the 20th century.

I couldn't really understand why Western archaeologists and specialists in ancient civilizations especially didn't want to hear about the Rig Veda, which tells of events taking place in the same place and, for some of them, at the same time.

The arguments put forward were: "It's religion, we don't understand anything about it", "The Rig Veda dates from 1500 BCE, with the arrival of the Aryans, so later", And when, during my discussions with those who support this vision of things and I asked them for references, on what they based this assertion, they answered me: "it's a scientific consensus" or "it has already been widely demonstrated". I was even subjected to insults.

So, I decided to translate it, into French and English, to see what it was really like.

Once my translation was finished and published, I realized that my introduction was a bit too short to explain the context in which these hymns were composed. Here is the result of the analysis I made of it by deciphering its metaphors and taking into account the archaeological discoveries found in books in English, since there is nothing available in French, and hours of conferences on the web, still in English, on this subject.

***

Like all civilizations, it includes two aspects that we will see one after the other: the material and the spiritual.

The material : not being an archaeologist, I simply summarized what I discovered in my many readings, notably those of JM Kenoyer, BB Lal, Michel Danino... and the many videos found on the web. I illustrated this part with royalty-free photos, which I transformed into black and white.

If you can afford it, I recommend the excellent book by Johnathan Marc Kenoyer "The ancient cities of the Indus Valley civilization" Oxford University Press Pakistan. He is the one who has excavated Mohenjo-Daro the most. This book is magnificently documented, with superb photos.

The spiritual : here, it is simpler. After having learned Sanskrit, without the intention of speaking it correctly one day4, but simply to translate, I devoted all my time to this translation. Reading Sri Aurobindo's book: "The Secret of the Veda" greatly helped me to decipher the metaphors.

Of course, I could be wrong in the interpretation of the Rig Veda and its connection with the so-called Indus civilization. Honestly, I have asked myself this question more than once.

I checked everything, controlled everything. Obviously, there are still points to clarify, both in the text of the Rig Veda and in the adequacy between the ruins and the old text. But I am still fundamentally convinced that the Rig Veda was indeed THE book, oral of course, of this civilization located between the Ganges and the Indus and which ended almost 4000 years ago.

To keep informed, go to my website:

https://rigveda.net/



1 Franco-German television channel.

2 Or from dhuni to dhuni.

3 In year 11 in the english system

4 No one is required to do the impossible. Sanskrit, especially Vedic, is very difficult to pronounce correctly for a Wertener.




The material

I suggest you study what I call the Civilization of the 7 Rivers. You have certainly heard of it under other names such as the Indus Civilization, Harappan Civilization, Indus-Sarasvatî Civilization, or simply Sarasvatî Civilization.

This civilization was located in northwest India, covering present-day Pakistan, from the Ganges to the Indus, and from northern Afghanistan to southern Gujarat.

I call it this to distance myself from political recuperation from all sides, and to bring a little serenity to understand this magnificent civilization almost totally unknown in France.

The Seven Rivers Civilization, in its urban phase, emerged about 5,500 years ago, at about the same time as Egypt and Mesopotamia. At the same time, other smaller civilizations flourished in a region stretching from northern Afghanistan, to Turkmenistan, and Iran: the Oasis Civilization, in the Karakum Desert, and the Oxus Civilization in Afghanistan and Tajikistan. City-states, such as Merhgarh, already existed at this time and probably served as a model for these new civilizations.

These small civilizations were the heirs of local shamanism and were characterized by their pacifism. Some of them were even led by women, which was far from common at the time.

These civilizations excelled in agriculture, animal husbandry and crafts. They shared a common spirituality and practiced almost similar rituals.

Of course, these civilizations traded with each other and maintained extensive cultural and social exchanges. The Indian and Iranian civilizations, in particular, had the same main gods and spoke very similar languages.

Gradually, these civilizations evolved and expanded to give rise to large, prosperous cities. In the space of about two thousand years, the Seven Rivers Civilization developed to reach an impressive extent, equivalent to more than twice the size of France. It was of an importance comparable to Egypt and Mesopotamia combined. It thus marked history with its planning, its quality of life, and its intelligence.

Thus, this study will allow us to delve into the history of one of the most important and influential civilizations of Antiquity which leaves archaeologists almost speechless.
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Architecture and Artifacts

The first cities of the Seven Rivers Civilization emerged about 5,500 years ago. It was initially a rural civilization. Over the centuries, it became urban, around 3,500 BCE5. It went through several stages of development. Around 2,700 BCE, a period called the Mature phase began. This era was characterized by a high population density for that time, as well as great prosperity.

At that time, it was one of the three most developed early civilizations. It covered an area twice the size of France, or more than a million square kilometers. It was as large as Egypt and Mesopotamia combined. It was the most populated civilization of its time. Over the centuries, while many small civilizations have disappeared, that of the Seven Rivers still exists, of course greatly modified by time and people. It left a lasting mark that contributed to the formation of the modern India we know today.

This West Asian region was rich in natural resources, which favored its economic and social growth. Trade with other civilizations of the time also played a key role in its development. Agriculture, crafts and urban planning allowed for significant exports throughout the region.

Archaeology shows us well-organized, planned, thoughtful cities with new infrastructures, sewerage systems to evacuate waste water and dwellings designed for the well-being of its inhabitants. As in other civilizations, cities were built $along rivers. This is where its name Sapta Sindhu comes from, the seven rivers in Sanskrit.

These technological and social advances allowed this civilization to flourish for about a millennium and a half. Through its influence, it laid the foundations for many practices and customs that still persist in Indian culture today. For example, weights and measures are still the same, 4,000 years later, in everyday life and traditional practice.

The cities

Harappa, the first city of this civilization, was discovered in 1910 during work on the railway that the British were building in what is now Pakistan. The British needed ballast and noticed that the locals were helping themselves with bricks from a nearby hill. Intrigued, they went to take a closer look and discovered an ancient city in ruins, buried by time.

Ten years later, John Faithfull Fleet discovered Mohenjo-Daro, another site of this civilization. Since the architecture and weights and measures were the same, he concluded that it was indeed a civilization, and not independent city-states. Both cities were located on the Indus River, so it was called the Indus Civilization.

Excavations began at Mohenjo-Daro in 1927 under the direction of John Marshall. This work was continued by Mortimer Wheeler, who introduced an efficient method of excavation known by his name, also called: "Square excavation".

Like all his future colleagues, he unearthed a city built of baked bricks, erected on a brick platform and surrounded by walls also made of bricks, except in Gujarat, where stone replaced them, notably at Dholavira and Lothal.

At first, the walls were interpreted as military protection, similar to those of other ancient civilizations.

But archaeologists quickly concluded that these walls were actually intended to protect the city from floods from the Indus and other nearby rivers that overflowed in the summer.

For example, in Mohenjo-Daro, it was necessary to take a boat to move between the lower town and the upper town in summer, during the monsoon when the plain was flooded.

Subsequently, other important sites were discovered including Dholavira and Lothal in Gujarat, Rakhi Garhi, Kalibangan, Banawali, Ganweriwala on the dry Ghaggar river in India, called Hakra in Pakistan.
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Millions of fired bricks were used


Quickly, the importance of this new civilization became evident. Its main characteristics were unique for the time: there were no palaces, no temples, no armies, no slavery, no excessive wealth, no apparent poverty, no flagrant inequalities, no statues, no monuments like pyramids or ziggurats, and no glorification of the ego. No statues to the glory of this one or that one, no basreliefs depicting wars, prisoners being chained or put to death.

The urbanization of this civilization was intelligent and carefully planned. The cities were built in an orderly manner, with avenues running north-south and streets running east-west. Mohenjo-Daro is nicknamed the "Manhattan of prehistory." It contrasted with the cities of other civilizations where everything usually converged towards a royal palace or a main temple.


Harappa excavations 1925
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This highlighted a communal and relatively egalitarian way of life without visible power structures, which is unique for a civilization. The discoveries amazed archaeologists who had never experienced this. It is, unfortunately, still unknown to the western public, in general. They are not interested in non-centralized civilizations without monumental buildings, hanging gardens and other pyramids.

he Indus civilization represents a very perfect adjustment of human life to a specific environment which can only result from years of patient trials and accumulated experiences."

Marshall, John. Mohenjo-daro and the Indus Civilization: An Official Account of the Archaeological Excavations at Mohenjo-daro Carried Out by the Government of India Between the Years 1922 and 1927. Arthur Probsthain, 1931.

The houses, even those of the most modest inhabitants, had remarkable facilities for the time, such as toilets and a system of protection against humidity. Each house had an interior courtyard around which the rooms were organized. Life at this latitude takes place outdoors. It was therefore very practical.

Even the houses of the poor were equipped with a bathroom and a sewage system, an innovation unknown elsewhere at that time. Unlike other civilizations, even the simplest dwellings had these facilities. Archaeologists have unearthed dry toilets in every house. They have also found a few flush toilets, which did not existanywhere else at that time. It also seems that there were public toilets at Mohenjo-Daro. Not all archaeologists agree on this.

The houses of wealthy families were certainly distinguished from those of poor families, but this difference was mainly due to the presence of additional rooms. Some houses, those of the more affluent, even had one or two additional floors. The interior design also varied between rich and poor. The difference was probably seen in the interior equipment: carpets, furniture, dishes...

What is certain is that all the dwellings, whether modest or not, were designed in the interest of their inhabitants by ensuring their comfort and well-being, whatever their social status.

Water management in this civilization was a priority. The infrastructure put in place to ensure the supply of drinking water was efficient. A wastewaterdrainage system allowed it to be evacuated outside the city limits, thus avoiding any contamination of drinking water.

In regions such as Mesopotamia and Egypt, where potable and non-potable waters were more or less mixed, people had to drink beer, to avoid diseases related to poor water quality, such as dysentery and cholera.
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Numerous wells, some reaching a depth of 30 meters, were present at every crossroads and even in some houses. These wells were lined with trapezoidal bricks, which gave them exceptional solidity.
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In large cities, the common areas were located in a place that 19th-century archaeologists called "the citadel." This is a word they got from their studies of Greek or Roman civilizations. It was a part of the city that was raised by large embankments and surrounded by walls. In the citadel, there was a large common room without a roof where the inhabitants could gather for various activities, plus what archaeologists called a community granary.

At Mohenjo-Daro there was also a large bath. This bath, in the shape of a pool, was built so that people could perform ablutions. There were small rooms around the bath and stairs to go down into the water.
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The common areas of Monhenjo Daro: the large bath.


This large bath was probably used for purification rituals.

Altars with one or more hearths were discovered at Lothal and Kalibangan by B. B. Lal, later director of the ArchaeologicalSurvey of India.

The first cities emerged around 3,500 BCE, but long before that, large villages had been existing since at least 6,000 BCE. These villages were the earliest forms of social organization in the region that we have records of.

In Rakhi Garhi, for example, before the town was built, houses were cylindrical holes dug in the ground, with a roof placed over them.

This transition from large villages to early cities marks an important step in the evolution of society and urbanization in the Indus-Ghaggar Valley. Building techniques evolved from simple buried structures to more modern houses. Here is an example of ingenuity: in some houses, archaeologists have found clay balls studded with pieces of charcoal. They were buried under the floor of the house, to absorb moisture.

Archaeology has found no evidence of violence at the sites of this civilization, regardless of the location and level excavated. All researchers agree that it was completely peaceful. There is no representation of warriors in the artifacts or sculptures of this period. Furthermore, the bones of the corpses found in the cemeteries do not show any injuries indicating combat or deliberate violence. There is no evidence of arson in the remains of the buildings, and no arrowheads have been found planted in the walls.

The excavations also did not reveal any objects related to war, such as helmets or shields. Weapons, made of copper, were found, but there is no evidence that they were weapons of war. This lack of evidence of conflict or violence suggests that the inhabitants of this civilization lived in a very peaceful society, focused on trade, agriculture and community life rather than war. This pacifism is a remarkable characteristic of this civilization, especially when compared to other cultures of the same time that had strong military traditions. The conclusions of archaeologists and researchers on this point are unanimous: it was a harmonious, peaceful and stable society.

With an estimated population of around five million, which was enormous for the time, the Seven Rivers Civilization was approximately one million square kilometers in size.

The structure of the cities of this ancient civilization reveals a well-developed social organization and community life. The cities were generally divided into two or three distinct parts: the lower city, the upper city and the citadel6.

The lower city housed several residential and commercial districts, where artifacts have been found, showing us that life was communal. The jewelry and statuettes discovered suggest a form of communitarianism among the population.

Were these cultural, professional, or linguistic communities? The question is still being debated by historians and archaeologists. Archaeological evidence suggests some cultural diversity and trade with other regions, but the language(s) spoken by the inhabitants remains a subject of research and debate. In
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