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Attitude toward young Secret prejudice
children/old pecple

Atitude about job/school/daily | Earliest memory
activi

Good sleeper? How will she die, and when?
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THE DETAILS

Birth order/siblings

Social or a loner?

Marital/relationship status/
attitude toward marriage/
relationship history

Amount of money in the bank /
attitude toward money

Level of education/parents’
level of education

Health problems /issues/
challenges?

Attitude toward job/bosses/
coworkers/authority

How athletic?

Level of ambi

Hobbies and special interests?

Areas of expertise and what this
tells us about her

Pets?

Religious backgroundreligious
beliefs/superstitions, if any

Favorite music?

What kind of car/truck does
she drive, and why?

Most treasured possession?

Relationship to mother/ father

What is her handwriting like?

Best friend, and why?

Favorite/least favorite clothing
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Best qualities of personality

Attitude toward body

apartment look like?

Greatest fear Attitude toward death
Greatest flaw Feels ashamed of?/Is proud of?
Greatest strength Darkest secrets/Achilles’ heels
Greatest blind spot about self | Attitude toward public
speaking
What kind of baby was she? | What kind of adolescent?
Biggest problem right now Biggest change on the horizon
What does her house/ What's in the fridge? Trash can?
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An anxious mother or father
with a toddler

Anelderly person
Areporter
Analien
Amurderer

Atime traveler from the
future

Aghost
Achef
Adetective

An architect
Adirector scouting a location
Arecluse

An entrepreneur

Atime traveler from the past
Anant

Afour-year-old

Ateenager

Adivorcée

Someone from another country
who has never been to the
United States before
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SHTUATION CHARACTER SETTING
Findinga body Age and gender Period.
Accused of acrime | 25 year.old man | Presentday
Confronting a villin | 2. year.old woman | 19th century
Injured, secking help | g0.year-old man | Middle Ages
Kidnapped or A0-year-old wor
Kidnappe 60-year-old woman | BC.
Kescing someone | FyesEald boy Regency England

N 3-year-old gir uture
Interviewing a 13 year-cld girl fu
suspect Class, education,status | Location
Preventing a disaster
Declaring love Rich Big ity
Homeafterlong | Poor Small town
absence Middle-class Rural
Waking up Wit | Workingeclass
amnesia

Homeless Atsea

Arriving in the
wrong place

Saying good-bye

Keeping a secret

Closed community.
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Twist Phelan_twistphelan.com
M. William Phelpsmuwilliamphelps.com
Cathy Pickens cathypickens.com
Stephen D. Rogers. stephendrogers.com
Stephen Jay Schwartz stephenjayschwartz.com
Michael Searsdetectivekubus.com
Kelli Stanley kelisanleyzcom
Valerie Storey  valeriestorey.com
Andy Straka andystraka.com
Marcia Talley marciataley.com
Joden Terrelljadenterrellcom
James Thompson jamesthompsonauthar.com
Stanley Trollip detectivekubu.com
Judith Van Gieson_judithvangieson.com
John Westermann. johnyvestermann.com
Sharon Wildwind wildwindauthor.com
Michael Wiley michaelwileyonline.com
Kenneth Wishnia_kennethyvishnia.com
Nancy Means Wright  nancymeanswright com
Elizabeth Zelvin_elizabethzelvin.com
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Lou Allin_ loualln.com
Emily Arsenault emilyarsenaultcom
Deborah Turrell Atkinson _ deborahatkinson.com
Frankie Y. Bailey frankieybailey.com
Aileen . Baron aileengbaron.com
James Scot Belljamesscottbellcom
Gerard Bianco._gerardbianco.com
Julet BlackwelljulietblackwelLnet
Jon. Blochdrionpblochblogspot.com
Rhys Bowen rhysbowen.com
Rachel Brady rachelbrady.com
Simon Brett
Jan Brogan janbrogancom
Graham Brown  authorgrahambrown.com
Robert Browne _robertbrownebooks.com
Andrea Campbell womenincrimeink blogspotcom
Rebecea Cantrell rebeccacantrellcom

tonbrett.com

Lorenzo Carcaterra. lorenzocarcaterra.com
Thomas B. Cavanagh thomasbeavanagh.com
Henry Chang_ chinatowntrilogy:com
Philip Cioffariphilipcioffricom
Jane K. Cleland. janecleland.net
Reed Farrel Coleman_recdcoleman.com
Sheila Connolly  sheilaconnally.com
Deborsh Coonts deborahcoonts.com
Douglas Corleone douglascorleone.com
BillCrider billeridercom
Bruce Desilva
Matthew Dicks mattheswdicks.com

Sean Doolittle  seandoolitle.com





OEBPS/elli_9781101553763_oeb_009_r1.gif
Wayne D. Dundee
Pegay Etvhart

Hallie Ephron

Brian Evenson

Kate Flora

Jack Fredrickson
David Fulmer

Meg Gardiner

Kate M. George
Kathleen George
Sophie Hannah

Karen Harper

Gar Anthony Haywood
Lynne Heitman

Vicki Hendricks
Recce Hirsch

Roberta Islieb

Peter James

Chis Knopf

Harley Jane Kozak
Wiliam Kent Krueger
Ken Kuhlken

Wil Lavender

Robert S, Levinson
Steve Liskow

Sophie Litlefield
John Lutz

Doc Macomber

Tim Maleeny

G.M. Malliet
Chistopher G. Moore
Jim Napier

Diana Orgain
Katherine Hall Page.
Loui

Henry Perez

Penny

‘waynedundee.com
peggyehrhart.com
hallieephron.com
brianevenson.com
Kateflora.com
ackfredrickson.com
davidfulmer.com
meggardinercom
Kategeorge.com
Kathieengeorgebooks.com
sophichannah.com
Karenharperauthor.com
wood.com

garanthonyhay
Iynneheitman.com.
vickihendricks.com
reecehirsch.com
ueyburdette.com
peterjames.com
chrisknopfmystery.com
harlegjanekozak.com
williamkentkrueger.com
Kenkuhlken net
willavendercom
robertslevinson.com
steveliskow.com
sophielitefield.com
johnlutzonline.com
docmacombercom

maleeny:com
gmmalietcom
cgmoore.com
deadlydiversions com
dianaorgain.com
Katherine-hall-page.org.
louisepenny:com
henryperezbooks.com
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NOW WRITE!
MYSTERIES

Suspenss hriller, and Other

Mystery Fiction Exercises from
Today's Best Writers and Teachers

cateaty SHERRY ELLIS
and LAURIE LAMSON






