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1.  ​Foreword
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Mayan And Chinese Civilizations Related?: Mysterious Links? Shared History From 2000 BC?

There are some remarkable similarities between the Mayan and Chinese civilizations.

Clearly, they shared genetic origins, but did they also have contacts in ancient history and influenced each other?

Or did they simply share the same night sky on the same latitude, and see the same moon and stars for inspiration?

Or did they simply have similar dreams and imaginations and ideas as one humankind?

Or do all human civilizations share some common roots and aspirations?

Can we learn something from all this?
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2.  ​Mayan Civilization
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The Mayan civilization thrived in Mesoamerica, a vast region covering today's Mexico, Central America and the northern most part of South America, from at least 2000 BC to 1000 AD.

It then declined dramatically due probably to severe climate change.

It was eventually completely destroyed by the invading Spanish conquistadors and the Spanish colonization from around 1500 AD.
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3.  ​Advanced Civilization

[image: ]


The Mayan Civilization was apparently an advanced civilization that had developed and built enormous stone buildings, incredible stepped pyramids, remarkable stone sculptures, and a sophisticated culture of astronomy, mathematics, written script, and agricultural innovation.
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4.  ​Pre-Maya And Post-Maya Civilizations In The Americas
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But long before the more famous empires such as the Maya came about, an ancient culture called the Olmec had already developed in Mesoamerica from 1200 BC on the southwestern banks of the Gulf of Mexico.

Often referred to as the "mother culture" of Mesoamerica, the Olmec civilization ruled parts of modern-day Mexico and Guatemala between 1200 BC to 400 BC.

It was best known for the enigmatic and colossal stone sculpture of human heads that they left behind in Olmec ruins, some weighing up to 28 tons and 3 meters tall.

They have also been called "the rubber people" because of their discovery and use of rubber tapped from indigenous rubber trees. This discovery and the species of tree was to later spread to the rest of the world to start the highly valuable global rubber industry, supplying versatile and essential rubber products to support global technology development and industrialization.

But even before the Olmecs, there was the 5000 years old Caral Supe culture at the Andes and Pacific coast of Peru.

It is also interesting to note that the ubiquitous potato available and favored as a staple food today around the world was first cultivated in the Andes region of Peru.

In South America, there was also a remarkable 2500 years old Amazonian culture recently discovered by LIDAR in eastern Ecuador.

So, the sequence of civilization development in the Americas was apparently:

Caral Supe, Olmecs, Mayan, Amazonian, Incas, Aztecs.

This can be abbreviated mnemonically as COMAIA.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

5.  ​Main Mayan City States
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The main city states of Maya were at Chichen Itza, Mayapan, Tulum, Coba, Uxmal, Edzna, Dzibanche, Becan, Cerros, Calakmul, Moral Reforma, Pomona, Palenque, Piedras Negras, Tonina, Yaxchilan, Bonampak, Altun Ha, Comalcalco, El Mirador, Tikal, Naranjo, Caracol, Ceibal, Cancun, Holmul, Quiriga, and Copan, on the Yucatan peninsula, from north to south.

Also further south near the Pacific coast are Izapa, Takalik Abaj, Utatlan, Iximche, Cotzumahuapa, and Kaminaljuyu.
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And today's LIDAR remote mapping technology has discovered over 6000 Mayan sites that probably housed over a million ancient Mayan people.

The most amazing aspect of the Mayan civilization was the cultivation of maize, which is the unique major crop of the new world of America. This was then spread to the rest of the world to become a main food source of the entire world.
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6.  ​Mayan Agriculture
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Agriculture was the mainstay of the Maya economy and livelihood.

Mayans primarily cultivated maize, beans, and squash, often referred to as the "Three Sisters", alongside chili peppers and other crops.

Maya also cultivated a wide range of fruits and vegetables, including avocado, breadfruit, papaya, sweet potato, cucumber, pumpkin, chili pepper, and tomato.

They also produced cotton (for textiles and oil), and the incredibly tasty cacao (for chocolate drinks), and vanilla. 

Indeed, many of these foods have become so popular around the world that they are truly Maya's gift to the world.

An especially interesting legume is jicama which originated in the Maya and wider Mesoamerican region. Its native Aztec name was xicamatl, meaning water root. It is also known as Mexican turnip, sweet turnip, yam bean, Mexican potato and even Chinese potato. It is today a popular food ingredient in its original region as well as in Chinese, Indonesian, Malaysian, Singaporean, Thai, Filipino, West African, Hawaiian and southern USA cuisines.
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7.  ​Mayan Architecture
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Mayan architecture was impressive in the building of the huge stone pyramids, temples and palaces in the many Maya city states in Mesoamerica.

Their pyramids are as magnificent, if not more so, than the Egyptian pyramids.

The most awe-inspiring pyramids can still be found today in Teotihuacan, Chichen Itza, Tikal and many other Mayan ruins.
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8.  ​Teotihuacan
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The city-state of Teotihuacan was contemporary with the other early Classic Maya states (250—900 AD) such as those in Palenque and Tikal.

Teotihuacan is located just 25 miles northeast of present day Mexico City.

Teotihuacan's rise and fall has been a complete mystery in Mayan history.

Teotihuacan was said to have been largely expanded around 1 AD by an influx of Zapotec, Mixtec, and Maya refugees after a nearby volcano erupted.

Then, it was sacked and abandoned several centuries later, probably due to an internal uprising.

Interestingly, Teotihuacan is actually an Aztec name in the Nahuatl language for the abandoned Mayan city that the Aztecs discovered, but it actually predated the Aztec Empire by more than one thousand years.

Teotihuacan is now a vast Mexican archaeological complex just 25 miles northeast of Mexico City.

Running through the middle of the site is the great Avenue of the Dead. It links the Temple of Quetzalcoatl, the Pyramid of the Moon and the Pyramid of the Sun, with the latter two having spectacular panoramic views from their summits.
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9.  ​Chichen Itza
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Chichén Itzá was a major Mayan city from about 600 AD, established at the tip of the Yucatan peninsula. It is about 125 miles west of present day Cancun.

Chichén Itzá features impressive architectural achievements such as a collection of the impressive 365 stepped pyramid Temple of Kukulkan (the feathered serpent god of Maya, also known as Quetzalcoatl by Aztecs), which sits on top of a cenote sinkhole, and other great stone buildings.

This well preserved archaeological site is a great showcase of the Mayan civilization.
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