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Abraham Shakespeare didn't have too much going on in life. He was the son of an orange picker limited to menial day jobs. He never held a job where he made more than eight dollars an hour. 

He didn't have a car, a driver's license or a credit card. He dropped out of school and could barely read or write. 

The lanky 6'5” inch, 190 lbs laborer would patrol around town, looking for something to steal or people to assault. 

He would go to jail two times and when he was released in 1995, he went to live with his mother. 

Trying to cobble together any kind of life, Abraham would find work as a garbage man. Then he worked in a restaurant washing dishes before gaining employment on a shipping and receiving dock. 

He was on the road to nowhere unless he hit the lottery. 

On November 15th, 2006, however, he did just that. He rode shotgun with a truck driver named Michael Ford. They were making meat deliveries to restaurants in the area. 

Ford then stopped off at the Town Star mini-mart in Frostproof. Abraham stayed in the car and Ford asked if he wanted anything.

Abraham only had ten dollars in his pocket. He asked for two quick picks in the lotto drawing.  

Ford would buy the winning ticket for Abraham. The numbers 6, 12, 13, 34, 42, and 52 netted Abraham the $30 million dollar jackpot. 

Ford would then sue him for what he believed should be “his share of the proceeds”. He wanted no less than $1 million dollars and later claimed that Abraham had stolen the two tickets from his wallet.

"He knows the truth," Abraham said of Ford. "I know the truth."

The lawsuit hit the news wires but it took the jury only an hour to rule that Abraham did not steal the winning ticket from Ford's wallet. 

"From my background investigation, he (Abraham) was always kind of a transient type," Ford's attorney, Michael Laurato, said. "If it wasn't for his criminal record, he kind of didn't exist."

Abraham would elect to take the lump sum cash payment of $17 million instead of the thirty annual payments totaling $30 million. 

LET THE PARTY BEGIN 

“Abraham was suddenly given the keys to the good life,” Miami journalist Zack Jacobs said. “He threw a big party and suddenly found himself surrounded by numerous hangers-on. They partied and wined and dined. He paid them back for their attention with lavish gifts and cash prizes.”

The first thing Abraham did was pay off his back child support which totaled almost $9,000. He then placed $1 million dollars into a trust fund for his son. He then gave his stepfather $1 million dollars and his three step-sisters $250,000 apiece. But his generosity didn't stop with his family. He paid off a $185,000 mortgage for a friend, $60,000 for another friend and another $53,000 for a mortgage for a man he had been “knowing for years.”

Word of Abraham's open wallet began to spread. 

His brother's best friend came over and he gave him $40,000. He gave his mother $12,000 and his sister $10,000. 

In other words, he became the family ATM. 

“Abraham's mother was the only one who grew wary of all of the well-wishers,” Jacobs said. “She worked in a cafeteria at the local junior college and was a church-going woman. She thought that money was evil and was leery of Abraham getting so much of it. She knew that the folks coming around were just doing it out of their own selfish desires. They all wanted something from Abraham whereas before they wouldn't even give him the time of day."

Abraham would not heed his mother's warnings. He would write checks to whoever tugged at his heart strings. This meant paying for funerals of loved ones and people he didn't know. 

“Abraham really had no idea of the value of money,” Jacobs said. “And that isn't an insult. Remember, here was a guy who was in and out of jail. He never made more than eight dollars an hour. So, in his mind, seventeen million dollars would last forever. So, I think like most lottery winners, the initial euphoria simply consumed him. He was not thinking annuities and investments. He was simply enjoying all the indulgences and attention money could buy.”

Abraham had other ideas about money. 

“The Bible states it's better to give than to receive,” Abraham said, explaining his gift giving. 

Arnold Levine, another attorney who represented Ford in the suit, described Abraham as an "angry guy" whose made sure that his gifts came with  "strings attached."

"My sense," Levine said, "was that some of his family members were unhappy with the amount of money he had parceled out to them. Were there people who were jealous? I would assume so."

After he gifted his relatives, Abraham began indulging himself. He purchased a Nissan Altima and a Rolex watch from a pawnshop. He then bought a 2006 F-150 pickup, a 2007 BMW 750i and finally a $1.1 million dollar home. 

The brick and stucco home came replete with security cameras and a gate. It was over 6,500 square feet with an enclosed pool and a two two-car garages. 

Aside from these extravagances, Abraham regretted winning the lottery. He was subject to constant requests for money from friends and even people he didn't know. 

“I'd have been better off broke,” Abraham later said to his brother. He then confided to another friend that “I thought all these people were my friends, but then I realized all they want is just money.”

But Abraham only saw the tip of the iceberg. He was about to meet someone who didn't just want a little of his money. She wanted all of it. 

And she was willing to kill him to get it. 

Her name was Dorice Donegan Moore, better known as “Dee Dee”. 

ENTER THE CON 

Dee Dee was a self-styled entrepreneur. A tall and shapely blonde, she was thirty-five years old and had a twenty-six-year-old boyfriend. 

“Dee Dee was the kind of psychopath that could focus on her mark and not take no for an answer,” Jacobs said. “She had an over the top, type-A personality. She could make her mark feel as if they were the only person in the world that mattered. She could look you straight in the eye and lie without any compunction.”

She read about Abraham's story in the paper and the wheels in her head began to turn. 

Dee Dee Morgan had tried to meet Abraham through his friends and even called his mother to no avail. Finally, she found out who sold him the million dollar estate, a realtor named Barbara Jackson.  

"When I met her (Dee Dee), she was in a wheelchair," Jackson said. “She said she was in a car accident.”

Dee Dee listened as Jackson told others about Abraham and how he changed their outlook about money. He insisted that it wasn't about money at all. It was about helping people. Jackson encouraged others to embrace this similar outlook. 

Dee Dee feigned interest as she introduced herself to Jackson, telling the realtor that she was a writer. She said that she wanted to write an article or maybe even a book about Abraham, documenting his life so far and his viewpoints about money.  

Jackson acquiesced and arranged for Dee Dee to meet Abraham. 

"When she came to the house," Jackson said, "She jumped out of a Hummer, walking. And she was on heels. She said she healed herself through scuba therapy. It wasn't even two weeks." 

Both Jackson and Abraham listened to Dee Dee's spiel. She spoke of her admiration for Abraham's philanthropy and wanted the world to hear about it. 

Abraham was naïve and fell for the con. He agreed to have Dee Dee do the story about him.

“Abraham was vulnerable to someone with the manipulative charm of Dee Dee,” Jacobs said. “Here was a guy who was about as down on his luck as you can get. Then he is a multi-millionaire overnight. He gets all the attention and love that was denied him his whole life. He really didn't know who to trust. Then along comes Dee Dee. She's well-spoken, well-dressed and seems to know what's going on inside his head.”

What neither Abraham or Jackson didn't know was that Dee Dee Moore had a history of con artistry. 

She had once staged a hoax that she believed would enable her to keep a Lincoln Navigator which was about to be repossessed. She had fallen hopelessly behind on the payments and had someone put the car in a garage. She then pretended that she was carjacked, kidnapped and raped by “three Mexican guys.”

Dee Dee went all out in the pre-meditated scheme. She taped her wrists and threw herself out of someone else's moving car to make her injuries look real. 

“This was an elaborate ruse,” Jacobs said. “She had a friend drive her down the highway and she propelled herself out of the vehicle. She then tore apart her own clothes, smeared her make-up and started to cry. All of this was done as she crawled down the side of the highway, waiting for a sympathetic motorist to come pick her up.”

A Good Samaritan would come along and take her to the hospital. She detailed her story to the police and medical staff, even going so far as to take a rape exam. 

But her scheme was exposed and she would plead no contest to the charge and get probation. Always on the make for a new mark, Dee Dee needed another scheme. When she read about the lottery winning Abraham and his lawsuit with Ford, she had found herself a new patsy. 

“Dee Dee couldn't make it on the straight road,” Jacobs said. “Her businesses, whatever she was doing, were not generating any sufficient revenue for her to maintain the lifestyle that she felt she was entitled to. So she had to swindle and con. Unfortunately for Abraham, he got in her crosshairs.”

LET'S START A BUSINESS 

“Dee Dee was a master manipulator,” Jacobs said. “She befriended Abraham first and gained his trust. She picked up on the fact that he had all of these people after his money. So she did some reverse psychology on him. She convinced Abraham that she was the opposite, that she would never take anything from him.”

Convinced of Dee Dee's trustworthiness, Abraham agreed to start an LLC with the woman. They titled the business “Abraham Shakespeare LLC”. 

“He agreed to do this under the provision that anyone who asked for money would have to go through her,” Jacobs said. “She convinced him that she had his best interests in mind. But in her mind, she saw him as a dupe. A rube. She was telling herself 'I'm going to work this guy. I'm going to work this guy and take everything he has. Schmuck!”

The corporation was in Abraham's name but the funds were under the control of Dee Dee.

Once she had control of the LLC, Dee Dee proceeded to withdraw $1 million dollars. 

“She had totally hoodwinked poor Abraham,” Jacobs said. “Now everything was under her own company banner, some type of bullshit medical company. Nothing came out of Abraham's account without her signature.”

Abraham had stopped giving money to people without recompense. He then became the town ATM around his native Plant City. Judy Haggins helped him keep track of the loans as to who owed what. 

Judy knew Abraham for fifteen years and she was taken aback that Dee Dee was involving herself in Abraham's affairs. 

"When Abraham got ready to go to the bank one day to see about his money, (Moore) immediately called me on the phone," Judy said in the recording of her conversation with Smith. "You've got to stall him, Judy. He can't go to the bank."

Judy then received money from Abraham's account to pay for her help.  "It was a little bit of money for me. (Moore) felt like Abraham should pay me to take his mama. Abraham
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