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Patsy slammed her hand on the counter when she hung up the phone. “That was Pete. He says the jewelry shop around the corner from his business was burglarized twice the past few weeks. He thinks he knows who’s doing it, but needs our help in catching the shits,” Patsy said to Margo and Tammi.

“It’s not Frannie Lee’s, is it?” Margo asked.

“Yes, and Frannie and Lena have put in a new security system, but the burglars keep shutting it down. You realize the cops won’t hardly come to this part of town. Let’s pay Fran and Lena a visit,” Patsy said as she grabbed her keys and the three headed out the door.

“Honey, we will help you, calm down,” Tammi said to a distraught Frannie. The short woman, in her mid-forties, wrung her hands as she looked about the store.

“They took the bracelets in the window display. They broke in the back. The security system went off, but before they escaped, they disabled it.” Frannie’s face skewed into a frown.

“You understand we can take care of this. Let’s come up with a plan, come sit with us,” Patsy encouraged the sisters to follow her to the back room where they could pow wow.

“I know what we can do. We have a shipment of new high valued gold jewelry coming in. We plan to run a big promotion on it. We could use this to entice the burglars and then your gang can dole out the punishment. I’m willing to use our new shipment as bait. We need to get the word out so they will hear and come back. They’ve robbed us every time we’ve set up a new display.” Lena said, and she reached out and touched her sister’s arm. “We can do this. We trust Lola’s Gang.”

“Okay, if we can catch these men and scare them to the point they won’t do this again, I’m game,” Frannie said as she looked each woman in the eye.

“Oh, trust me, hon, we will exact our punishment to the point they will wish they were never born, let alone step a foot in your business again,” Margo said and all nodded in agreement.

“Here’s what we need to do. One of us will go undercover and compel them to break in and go for the big gold shipment. That way we will wait in the shadows and will make our move when they do,” Patsy said.

“I feel better already. Thank you, Patsy, Tammi, and Margo. We’ll be ready to do this. I’m tired of living in fear that our hard work will be robbed,” Frannie said.

“You’re most welcome, dear. We’ll be back later, dressed and ready for action. Go ahead and prepare the store. Tammi will be ready to go undercover. Don’t be alarmed by how we do this,” Patsy said.

“I’m not alarmed. I know what your gang does. The cops won’t help our neighborhood, we’re thankful you will,” Lena said.

Tammi dressed in a cute dress, her red hair pulled up in a messy bun, she looked the part of a girl out window shopping, one from the neighborhood. Word had it the men casing the joint were stalking up and down the sidewalk across the street, they ducked in and out of the establishments, a coffee shop, a bookstore, a clothing shop. Tammi looked around as if she were trying to find someone and peeked inside the store window. Turning, she darted through the traffic across the street so she could run into Tomas and Edwardo, the notorious burglars. 

“I can’t help but notice you too staking the jewelry store,” Tammi said to the men as she narrowed her eyes. “It’s okay, I’m staking them too.”

“Keep talking,” Edwardo said, his face serious, the goatee and mustache twitching as he peered at the young lady in front of him.

“Well, see I figured out they’re receiving a new shipment of high-valued gold this morning, and they are planning a big sale for it. I’m so tired of working my fingers to the bones and never making enough to buy decent jewelry. I want a few pieces. One to sell perhaps and to wear the others. I can’t do this job by myself. You were across here casing the joint, were you not?” Tammi placed her hand on her hip as she pulled her small purse to her shoulder.

Tomas grabbed Tammi’s shoulder and pulled her to the alley while they looked around making sure no one was watching. “You know for a fact they have this shipment and are about to run a sale? How did you find out?” Tomas asked.

“I overheard while in the store earlier. I often go into jewelry stores and just listen while I pretend I’m shopping. I knocked over the Crown Jewels on Fifth two months ago, stole three diamond pendants before the silent alarm brought the cops,” Tammi said as she pulled her hand from her pocket to show the men the fake diamond necklaces she held.

“Tell you what, if you want to help us, we’ll split the booty in thirds. We’ll come in tonight after they close, after they lay out for the sale. Let’s go over the plans,” Tomas said and Tammi beamed as she nodded.

“Lead the way. Maybe we can clean out the store before the cops come. They have a new security system, I saw the company install it,” Tammi said.

Edwardo chuckled. “That’s nothing to us. We have a full six minutes if the alarm trips. But we know how to work around it. We’ll get it done.” 

“Good. I never can figure out the stupid security systems. Crown Jewels hired a stupid security guard after I hit them.” Tammi followed the duo into their back-alley hideaway where they set up the plans to rob Frannie-Lee’s that evening. Tammi made sure her phone stayed on so Lola’s Gang heard every word of the plan. She’d have to stick with them until they hit the shop.

Tammi hid in the shadows along with Tomas and Edward at around 7:30 pm that night as they watched Frannie and Lena set up the window display and firmly shut the gate over the glass door. They peeked outside and not seeing anyone shut the lights and turned on the night window display. Margo and Patsy hid in the shadows of the shop, unnoticed by the two men, but Tammi spotted them and nodded slightly to let them know they were about to make their move.

“They drove into work this morning in a red pickup that’s parked in the alley out back, wait for them to leave,” Tammi said as she watched. Finally, the pickup truck slowly drove from the alley, both Lena and Frannie seated inside, and the truck disappeared around the corner. The plans included the duo parking their truck in a lot two blocks down and walking back while hiding in the shadows and awaiting the justice Lola’s Gang would serve on the unsuspecting burglars.

The three scoot across the street and around to the back of the store because Tomas said that’s where he could disable the security system. Tammi peered around hoping Frannie and Lena wouldn’t be caught coming back to the store on foot.  Edwardo took the crowbar and wedged it in the door, unlatching the deadbolt and then with a swift kick thrust the door open. Tomas made quick work on the security system panel, removing the facing and yanked a couple of wires. The store stayed quiet. They tiptoed into the main store area as Tomas spotted the small jewelry vault behind the backroom entrance.

“Bingo, that will be where most are kept. Ed, you can practice your lock picking skills since I’ve disabled the system and we have time,” Tomas said. Edwardo quickly jimmied the vault door, and it swung open with little effort, revealing a mountain of jewelry cases, shimmering in the dim light. Ed pushed his hand within and pulled out three open boxes.

“This is what I’m talking about,” Ed said as he reached in and grabbed more, piling the jeweled filled boxes on top of the table above the vault.

Inside the showroom, Tomas raced around the room shoving the displays within his bag. “Here, do your part,” Tomas said as he pitched a bag to Tammi. Grabbing it she looked to the shadows where Patsy and Margo hid. Their eyes darted to Edwardo who stayed within the back room cleaning out the vault. Tammi needed to lure him into the showroom so the ladies could grab the men with ease.

“What about Ed? He could work that wall,” Tammi said
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