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Introduction

Rediscovering Jesus

[image: ]o be entirely honest, I know of nothing quite so boring as Christianity without Christ.

Countless people have stopped going to a place of worship simply because they are sick of going through the motions of a dead religion. They are tired of trying to start a car on an empty tank. What a pity that there are not more people around to show them that Jesus Christ is alive.

I know of nothing so utterly exciting as being a Christian, sharing the very Life of Jesus Christ on earth right here and now, being caught up with Him into the relentless, invincible purposes of the almighty God, and having available to us all the limitless resources of Deity for accomplishing those purposes.

Can you imagine anything more exciting than that?

PROFOUND SIMPLICITY

Every week I receive letters from people who know that excitement, and who, in one way or another, have been exposed in the past to the ministry I have been a part of now for more than seventy years. These are people who have participated in one of our conferences or read one of our books or listened to a tape. They contact me to explain what happened to them when finally, in the gracious revelation that the Holy Spirit delights to give, they rediscover Jesus.

It does not happen all at once. At first they are often a bit bewildered by what they hear, and it seems to go right over their head. Then slowly, bit by bit, there is that revelation and then a moment of truth. It becomes so clear, so divinely obvious. So completely logical. Profoundly simple and simply profound.

This profound simplicity is something Paul spoke of in his second epistle to the Corinthians. His readers were those who knew Christ as their Redeemer. They were born again, their names were written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and they were heavenbound, yet Paul had a grave concern for them: “I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3).

Paul was anxiously concerned that nothing in their lives would detract from the sheer simplicity which is in Christ, the centrality of a Person, the Lord Jesus Himself, in residence within their redeemed humanity.

OUR GREATEST NEED

Experiencing this simplicity is the greatest need today throughout the Church worldwide. The utmost need in every ministry group, every missionary outreach, every denomination, is to rediscover the Lord Jesus Christ and the indispensability of His indwelling presence within the believer. This means encountering the risen living Lord who shares His Life with us on earth on our way to heaven … so that He may accomplish through us what He began to do in His own physical body two thousand years ago.

What a fantastic privilege!

To help move us toward that rediscovery and that privilege, in this book we will focus continually on the Lord Jesus, because only Christ is capable of living the Christian life, for the very obvious and simple reason that He is the Christian life. We will look to Him to learn how He lived as Man in His relationship to the Father when He came to live upon this earth. He will show us how He intends us to live in our relationship to Him, helping us discover in fuller depth what it means not just to become a Christian but actually to be one, and giving us a new vision for all that being a Christian really means.

A PURPOSEFUL CHRISTIAN LIFE

Do you know what it is to live purposefully? Is there an urgent sense of mission or some compelling thrust within you which makes life add up to the sheer adventure that God always intended life to be?

Or are you simply engaged in the struggle for existence and survival?

Worse still, have you been caught up into the rat race of competitive existence? Haunted by the fear of being overtaken by others at the next bend in the road? Breathlessly trying to keep up with events that travel faster than your capacity to cope with them?

If so, there is good news awaiting you, good news about a treasury of purpose and truth and wisdom to be found in the person of Christ, for living purposefully means trading our poverty for Christ’s wealth … our weakness for Christ’s strength. We exchange the bankruptcy of the fallen Adam for all the fullness of the Life of Christ, and we discover the sheer adventure of allowing Jesus Christ to be God in our own experience, for God He is!

That is why detaching your Christianity from Christ is to reduce it to the impotence of a dead religion, impersonal to Him and impersonal to you, just an intellectual exercise or a sentimental formula—and Christianity is neither.

Christianity is Christ. It involves a principle of life which pulsates with divine energy and cannot be explained apart from God Himself. It is essentially miraculous even though it does not have to be sensational. It is always supernatural, lying beyond the scope of mortal man, apart from the indwelling presence of the risen Son of God.

Just as Jesus acted in the sinless humanity which the Father had prepared for Him in the thirty-three years of His life on earth, so He wants to behave in your humanity presented to Him now. The Christian life is nothing less than the life which He lived then … lived now by Him in you.




ABOUT THIS BOOK

A brief word about this book’s format: You will find fifty individual readings here, all of them short. I encourage you, however, to read just one each day—allowing yourself to linger reflectively on each one.

After each reading you will find a few questions for your reflection and application. Take time to think carefully about these, to help you act on what you learn and become convinced of—for only then will you experience the liberating power of the truth.
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Finding God on Earth

[image: ]magine that far out in space, in another galaxy, there is a planet inhabited by intelligent creatures. These creatures and their planet and galaxy were of course fashioned by the God who created everything. But they do not know what God is like, though they possess an insatiable appetite to find out more about Him.

Then one day they detect, through their highly developed forms of intergalactic surveillance, the existence of a planet called Earth. They also make initial discoveries about the human beings who dwell there. Immediately, and with intense excitement, they mobilize their resources to build a spaceship capable of sending a delegation to faraway Earth with the specific goal of going there to learn about God.

Why Earth? Because their initial findings have disclosed the record of what God said when He first created human beings on this planet—that He was making them in His own image and according to His own likeness. Such a revelation is absolutely the most thrilling news these alien beings have ever heard. By getting a close-up view of humanity, they will be getting their first-ever glimpse of God.

With the spaceship completed and a carefully chosen delegation ready to embark, great crowds gather to see them off and wish them well.

After a long voyage across several galaxies, the hearts of every member of this delegation beat faster as Earth comes into view. This beautiful blue planet grows larger and larger as they come closer. “Soon we will see man,” they tell each other, “the creature God made in His perfect image. We will be able to return home with eyewitness knowledge and understanding of what God is really like.”

Slowly and softly their spacecraft makes its landing on Earth … and the alien creatures step out.

They have landed on a vacant lot in a city (much like whatever city you know best). They leave their spacecraft and walk down the nearest street. The first human being they lay eyes upon is a body sprawled on the curb that they have to step over, a drunk (though the aliens do not know about drunkenness) who is lying there in his own vomit. The aliens try talking to him, but the man only moans and rolls over.

Leaving the drunk behind, they turn a corner and suddenly confront two rival groups of young men threatening each other with knives. They have scarred arms and a lifeless stare in their eyes (though the aliens have not learned about drug abuse).

Stunned by this unexpected danger, the aliens turn quickly in a different direction and hear sounds from an open door under a tavern sign, and they enter the safety inside. The few people there ignore them. They have sullen faces as they sit in booths at the room’s shadowy edges.

The sound the aliens were hearing is coming from a television set above the bar, and on the screen someone is announcing the “world news.” The aliens crowd closer to catch a summary of what is happening all around this Earth. The “news” they hear is about terrorist bombers and murderers. It is about corruption in business and government. It is about childish and foolish behavior by celebrities in the realms of entertainment and sports.

The aliens stare in shock at the screen, until one of them turns to the others and says, “Let’s get off this planet. This place stinks.”

With heavy steps they make their way to the spaceship, weighed down by revulsion and disillusionment over this display of God’s character. And on their long, sad journey back, they wrestle with their total loss at knowing how to convey this tragic discovery to their loved ones at home.

Of course, you and I know that what they actually learned was not what God is like, but what sin is like. Was there anything wrong, however, in the logic behind their expectation of seeing God on our planet?

No, their thinking was entirely correct, as we see more clearly when we carefully read the Scriptures.


In the day that God created man, He made him in the likeness of God.… In the image of God He made man.

GENESIS 5:1; 9:6
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[image: ] What does it fully mean to you that you have been created in God’s image and likeness?

[image: ] What things should logically be expected from someone who is made in God’s image and likeness?
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Are You Normal?

[image: ]re you normal? You would probably answer yes to that question, but do you really know what normality is for a human being?

After all, a knowledge of normality is the only basis upon which we can diagnose accurately. That is why we have to understand very clearly how God created us; only then can we have an intelligent understanding of what has gone wrong, and its consequences, and what God has done to put things right.

In Psalm 8, David asks God, “What is man that You are mindful of him?” Then David acknowledges, “You have made him a little lower than the angels, and You have crowned him with glory and honor. You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet” (Psalm 8:4–6). This was man in his innocence, man in normality, man as God created him in Adam: crowned with glory!

What was the glory with which God crowned man? God had said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness” (Genesis 1:26). Man in the image of God was to be equipped by His divine indwelling, the Holy Spirit occupying the human spirit, so that man would manifest the very glory of God. It was a derived glory, exclusively dependent upon the presence of the Creator within the creature. Likewise the authority man was to exercise over the earth was the authority that derived exclusively from his submission to God’s authority.

The Bible makes it abundantly clear that God Himself (the Creator within the creature) must be the origin of His own image. After God completed His work of creation by creating man, “God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). What did He see in that moment when He looked at man whom He created in His perfect image? He saw Himself! For “God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him” (Genesis 1:27).

God Himself, as our Creator, always intended that He should indwell us; His cherished ambition was to be seen and heard in those He created. That is normality for a human being, when God Himself is behaving in and through a man or woman. This is the purpose for which He created us, that we might be a physical, visible expression on this earth of the God who is otherwise invisible, as John tells us: “No one has seen God at any time” (John 1:18).

God created each human being with a physical, visible, and audible body to be inhabited by an invisible God, to make Himself visible through what that person does and says and is. God Himself must be the origin of this activity within us, which is called righteousness. God is the author of all righteousness, and for you and me to produce it, He must be within us the origin of His own image, the source of His own activity, the dynamic of His own demands, and the cause of His own effect.

Therefore if any human being is truly normal in his or her behavior, there is only One Person to be congratulated, and that is God Himself. Normality for a human being is when God can be seen by anything and everything which that person does and says and is.

Our “natural” man, or who we are in our flesh, is void of righteousness and also of any true spirituality: “The natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). The natural man cannot know the things of the Spirit of God because he is morally and intellectually incapacitated. The natural man is not normal; he is not what God created and intended man to be. In his fallen condition he is destitute, empty, and alienated from the person of his Creator.

The moment you come to realize that only God can make a person righteous and godly, you are left with no option but to find God, and to know Him, and to let God be God in and through you, whatever that will mean. This will leave you with no margin for picking and choosing, for there is only one God, and He is absolute, and He made you expressly for Himself.


Be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and … put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

EPHESIANS 4:23–24
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[image: ] How normal are you? What is true normality for a human being?

[image: ] What does it mean “to let God be God in and through you”?
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