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Author's preface
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In this book, whenever we refer to "the Church," we use the concept of "threshold." The term "threshold" is defined as a transition point or boundary that separates one state from another. In this context, "threshold" refers to the distinctive factors that separate the highest level of human fellowship, represented by the Church, from all other forms of gathering. 

However, when we appear to criticize the Church, we are referring to the lowest common denominator: an ecclesial fellowship that embodies every aspect of a departure from the teachings of Jesus that we wish to highlight. This is the type of church that makes headlines for events that reflect the ways of the world. We argue that these critiques are not exclusive to religious groups but are also prevalent in regular gatherings and that the threshold therefore encompasses and permeates all levels of fellowship and all forms of human interpersonal interactions.

Our criticism does not extend to the Church, which is the ecclesia of Jesus Christ. We recognize the existence of beautiful community churches throughout the world that handle the word of truth with humble grace, as Jesus said: "God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. " (John 4:24 KJV).
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INTRODUCTION: THE JOURNEY OF SELF-DISCOVERY
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Do you long for a deeper connection with Jesus Christ, free from the burden of guilt or doubt? Are you looking for a contemporary Christian theology beyond religious constraints? This unique perspective then marks the beginning of your transformative Christian faith. This book series is a call to reconnect with the teachings of Jesus, offering guidance and encouragement to those who have lost their way or are seeking a more meaningful path of faith.

Humanity is either hot or cold. Hot represents those who acknowledge Jesus as Lord of their lives, while cold refers to "the natural man." The natural man is a man without the spirit of God, (1 Corinthians 2:14), who refuses to acknowledge Him as Lord by actions, even though he can do so by words. 

Within the Christian faith, there are two relationships that manifest a walk of faith. These are symbolized by the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil and the Tree of Life; the two trees in the middle of the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9). There are two available relationships (Revelation 3:15-16). Hot is a follower who is learning and putting into practice the "few things" to progress to become a disciple of Christ. Also known as a spiritual man, he is striving with both feet in the Kingdom of God. He may stray now and again, falling into the kingdom of Satan but he is able to pick himself up and start all over again on the transformative faith journey in an authentic Christian life; 

Lukewarm is an adept follower of Christ who regresses to a natural man, a man without the spirit of God. He is a manipulative follower of Jesus Christ who has one foot in the Kingdom of God and another foot in the kingdom of Satan. He introduces all sorts of doctrines into Christianity which leads away from the will of God.

These relationships represent the pivotal moment when a follower of Christ chooses between life and death or is separated into sheep or goats. This work focuses on the hot and lukewarm life of Christianity, not those who have rejected Christ or belong to a religious group unfamiliar with the biblical narrative of "Christ and Him crucified." 

This book is part of a four-volume exploration of the faith journey, challenging traditional religious beliefs and offering an alternative perspective. We address controversial doctrines within modern Christianity, such as prosperity preaching and the concept of grace-demanding (inheritance-demanding) which can lead to divisions and conflict within fellowship. This series also criticizes these doctrines for their potential to distort biblical truths and promote self-interest rather than spiritual growth.

The book further explores the concept of Satan's slave (here called slave-prisoner), a state of slavery to sin that all humanity shared after the fall of Adam and Eve. This differentiates it from God's concept of spiritual slavery, a temporary state in which a redeemed slave-prisoner follows Christ to learn to fulfill His inheritance of righteousness as a follower of Christ to graduate and become servants of grace. It emphasizes the need to demonstrate humility in receiving grace and the transforming power of God’s discipline.

In this thought-provoking book, the author delves into Christian principles, transcending the confines of traditional biblical teachings. The central message encourages readers to explore their belief systems, seeking a profound understanding of their faith. Rather than adhering to rigid religious structures, the book aims to guide readers toward a joyful and abundant life in Jesus Christ.

This book series acts as a bridge, reconnecting readers to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the King of Glory. It caters to a diverse audience, offering solace and renewal to those who have drifted away from Christianity due to its perceived religiosity, seeking a more authentic spiritual experience. It also speaks to burdened souls weighed down by guilt and dogma within organized religion, offering liberation and renewal.  Atheist skeptics, who have rejected Christianity based on counter arguments from atheist groups questioning God's existence, may also find resonance within its pages.  Struggling Christians facing adversity, perhaps feeling defeated by life's challenges rather than experiencing the victorious grace of Christ, can find support and encouragement. Finally, the series appeals to seekers of wisdom, anyone desiring the fruit of God's wisdom, even when their heart wrestles with doubt.

Through insightful prose, this book invites readers to explore faith beyond boundaries, embracing a transformative journey toward spiritual fulfillment.

We will delve deeper into the profound teachings of Jesus to inspire deeper faithful connection, foster spiritual growth, and light the path to a deeper relationship with the Divine. If you fall into the categories mentioned above, consider this a call to return to Jesus Christ through His teachings. Jesus never wronged anyone. The apostles to whom he entrusted the gospels placed no burden on anyone (2 Corinthians 11:9). Instead, His goal is to rid us of our burdens! (Matthew 11:28-30 and 1 Peter 5:7). 

This book series aims to empower the general community of Jesus worshipers to actualize God's word in their lives, leading to a victorious experience.  It encourages a transformative faith walk guided by the Holy Spirit, fostering a deeper connection with the divine. 

The series envisions a stronger Christian community, equipped to lead the world towards the right doctrine. By fostering a legacy of faith, it seeks to guide future generations away from sin and rebellion, ultimately bringing glory to God.

The series aims to infuse readers' thoughts with the Word of God, leading them to hear the voice of the Holy Spirit and embrace a progressive Christian spirituality. Readers are guided on an authentic faith journey, mirroring the experiences of individuals like Abraham, Joseph, King David, and the Apostle Paul.

The series delves into the elements of grace-based living, offering a liberating faith experience free from guilt and religious constraints. It emphasizes a path of freedom and joy, encouraging readers to step beyond the limitations of traditional religious structures. 

This work is the first in a series of four volumes, each exploring a different aspect of faith and spirituality. The hope is that readers will gain clarity and improve their walk with the Holy Spirit, leading them to the Tree of Life and true understanding of the glory of God.

The final volumes in this series delve deeper into the complexities of faith. They explore the paradoxes of Christianity, the concept of divine love, and the transformative power of the Holy Spirit. The series also addresses the challenges of living a Christian life in a secular world, offering practical advice for keeping the faith during adversity.

The book series aims to foster a personal relationship with God, emphasizing the importance of a fruitful Abrahamic faith walk with the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ. It encourages readers to transcend religious dogmas and directly experience the divine. The purpose is to guide readers to spiritual enlightenment and eternal life in Christ according to God's will.

In essence, these books serve as a spiritual guide, providing insight into the Christian faith and encouraging readers to embark on their own spiritual journey. It invites readers to question, explore, and ultimately deepen their understanding of God and their faith. The hope is that through this exploration, readers will experience the joy and peace that comes from a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and spread it throughout humanity.

The series delves deeper into His teachings, exploring His Parables and sermons and their relevance in today's world. It discusses the Parable of the Talents and the Prodigal Son, among others, and the principles of the Beatitudes; the Sermon on the Mount. These teachings serve as a moral compass, guiding readers on how to live a life of love, compassion, and righteousness.

Additionally, the series examines the journey of Abraham, Jacob, Joseph and the nation of Israel as a collective. It discusses the importance of fellowship with God and each other in interpersonal relationships. It also addresses common misconceptions about the Church and clarifies its purpose as a spiritual community that nurtures faith and encourages service to others.

Finally, the series does not shy away from tackling the difficult questions and doubts that can arise during a believer’s journey. It provides thoughtful answers to questions about temptation, the existence of evil and the mystery of God's will. It provides an answer to the purpose of the Trinity without trying to penetrate the mystery that has been shrouded by God. It reassures readers that having doubts does not make them less faithful, but rather leads them to deeper understanding and stronger faith. 

As you read, prepare to embark on a rapid exploration of the Old and New Testaments, moving from one to the other, contrasting covenants, and navigating in and out of the physical and spiritual. Throughout, we have seamlessly inserted the timeless presence of Jesus into every story, every principle, and every experience. The effect will be a mixture that attempts to paint a vast landscape. The landscape will be made up of different objects, colors of all shades and hues; an endless image reaching out to grasp a perfect painting. This painting will be woven with the threads of faith, reason and of history, always seeking a deeper understanding of the divine through His Word; His truth and His Light. With this, we hope that our journey within a mesh of myriad ideas will transport us from dissonance to a place where faith and reason find common ground. Our hope is that it will be a place where the divine presence is illuminated; a place where the physical life and spiritual life of humanity exist on the same parallel plane; a place beyond religious constraints.

In conclusion, this book series is a comprehensive guide to understanding and practicing the Christian faith. It invites readers to embark on a spiritual journey, to seek truth and to experience the transformative power of God's love. It is a valuable resource for anyone seeking to deepen their faith and live a life aligned with the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

Some readers may find the tone of the presentation of these strange ideas rather loud to their gracious ears. However, the strong tone reflects how we affirm that God turned His face away from humanity after the fall, revealing His back. Little by little, even before the advent of Jesus, He had helped us, generation after generation, towards His face and bam – the full glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. As we read the next volumes, this gradual revelation of glory will become clear as the strong tone subsides, and we enter deeper grace and glory: A Cup Half Empty with Strange Fruits the Deeper Sensory Disharmony of the Light of Creation.

William Bright

July 2024
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PROLOGUE...
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a cup half empty with strange fruit

A Cup "my cup runneth over" (Psalm 23:5 KJV) with either the contents" of His wrath...the cup of staggering" (Isaiah 51:17 ESV) and "affliction," (Exodus 4:31) "a cup of horror and desolation" (Ezekiel 23:33 ESV) which brings death, or it is "The Cup of Salvation" (Psalm 116:13 ESV) flowing with His Manna of mercy, love, grace, glory, and peace, "the cup of consolation" (Jeremiah 16:7); the grace-like, manna-amount word of life.

Half "So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot. I will spue thee out of my mouth" (Revelation 3:16 KJV).

Empty "And he said to [them] all, If any [man] will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up His cross daily, and follow me." (Luke 9:23 KJV). He will enable us to "see" and "hear" spiritually, "ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things...from your vain conversation [received] by tradition from your fathers." (1 Peter 1:18 KJV).

With "And God said, ‘Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food." (Genesis 1:29 NIV physical and spiritual food). "When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.’" (Exodus 16:15 ESV). "This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever." (John 6:58 ESV).

Strange "What does this babbler wish to say?" ..." for you bring some strange things to our ears" (Acts 17:18, 20 ESV). "They would be regarded as a strange thing." (Hosea 8:12 ESV).

Fruit The Cup of Salvation and the Cup of Affliction are the same cup. What we gather inside depends on how we react and spread grace or affliction. We gather grace or affliction into our cup, and "when they measured it...he who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little. Each one gathered as much as he needed." (Exodus 16:18 NIV). Grace is always sufficient, and in the same manner, affliction is always sufficient. A little bit of any and they will achieve their required purposes.

Whether we gather and sow seeds of salvation or whether we gather and sow affliction; they will achieve their goal. If we sow the seeds of salvation, we spread the salvation fruit of love, mercy, grace, faithfulness and peace within ourselves and one another. We feed others with good fruit. If we sow seeds of anger and affliction, we spread bitterness, despair, unfaithfulness and affliction. We force-feed each other strange fruits.

The seed we sow reveals evidence of our faithful relationship with our true master: God or Satan (Romans 6:16). As a collective, we reap what we sow: good fruit or bad (Galatians 6:7). The choices we make today will have consequences in the future. If we choose to sow the seeds of salvation, we will reap a harvest of blessings. If we sow seeds of affliction, we will reap a harvest of curses, and we will be rewarded with much pain and suffering:

Other people are selfish and reject what is right, in order to follow what is wrong; on them God will pour out His anger and fury. There will be suffering and pain for all those who do what is evil, for the Jews first and also for the Gentiles. But God will give glory, honor, and peace to all who do what is good, to the Jews first and also to the Gentiles. (Romans 2:8-10 GNT)

The proof is in the fruit (Matthew 7:16). We achieve harmony when we strive to sow seeds of salvation in our lives, which spread to others. In doing so, we create a better world, preparing ourselves treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:20). These heavenly treasures will manifest here on earth, the new creation for future generations through the concept of progressive Christian spirituality.

Christianity aims to achieve excellence, everything else serves to achieve salvation. Otherwise, it becomes an awkward stalemate in Satan's kingdom. 

However, distractions such as materialism, power or social status can cause us to lose sight of true spirituality. Additionally, infighting within the community, driven by the vociferous and their prosperity doctrine, distracts from the true purpose of Jesus. These infighting represent a satanic battle aimed at usurping the effectiveness of God in our lives, where we exercise our free choice.

Adam was from dust (physical). He disobeyed, lost his kingship and became a slave of Satan slaving without reward. Jesus is the second Adam. He came from Heaven (spiritual). He lowered Himself and volunteered to start His ministry briefly as a slave of Satan (Son of Man or son of Adam, a slave who labors without reward). He was baptized and God confirmed Him as a Son of God immediately thereafter. He was then taken to the wilderness to be tempted by Satan. Jesus disobeyed Satan and then proceeded to display in His life the elements of obedience for us, the Way to become Sons of God (servant who works for reward: "‘well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ (Matthew 25:21.). As sons of God, we are now heirs with Jesus so that all that He has is ours and we like Him, can partake of the "divine nature" (2 Peter 1:4) co-workers with God (1 Corinthians 3:9), the position that Adam would have matured into if not for Satan. We achieve this when we embrace the Truth and the Life for the restorative work to reverse the fall of man. In this restoration, we would "...see the Son of Man go back up to the place where he was before" (John 6:62). Before the fall.

A disciple of Jesus moves away from the fall towards God: "God is not a man that he should lie, or a son of man that he should change his mind" (Numbers 23:19 Adam means man). Satan is the liar and the father of lies. God is not a man in that spirit. "Take care how you hear" (Luke 8:18) "The evil one snatches the word of truth away. The "knowledge of good and evil," the wisdom of this world, snatched the word away (Parable of the Sower Matthew 13:1-23), to deny us entry into the deeper sensory disharmony of the light of the truth of the new creation.
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1 THE TRINITY AND THE LATERAL TABLES
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The Trinity Table traces the path of a spiritual man. "The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man’s judgment" (1 Corinthians 2:15). He can judge all things and is not subject to judgment from anyone because he "know[s] the truth" (1 John 2:20 NIV). He knows the truth and rises with it into glory.

The Christian God is a triune deity; the Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit. By becoming Christians, Jesus sends His Holy Spirit into our hearts. Its purpose is to guide us to embody the essence of Jesus - the path to God, God's truth and a life in harmony with God:

	TABLE 01:01 THE TRIUNE GOD


	ALMIGHTY GOD


	JESUS CHRIST


	THE HOLY SPIRIT



In the Trinity, the Father is the Royal Kingly figure, Jesus Christ serves as the Servant, and the Holy Spirit works at the base level. Christians often ask: "What is the Trinity? Can you explain it to me?" and find themselves answering the same questions as the others.

The Trinity has been compared to the sun and the heat and light associated with it – all part of a single entity but serving different purposes. Another analogy used is that of a coin, which has three aspects: the coin as an entity with its monetary value, then the heads and tails. These analogies emphasize the unity of the Three, illustrating that the Christian God is not composed of three distinct Gods.

Whatever description we accept, our limited understanding may never fully grasp the concept. Therefore, this work will focus on the purpose of each aspect of the Trinity for the purpose of an Abrahamic-style transformative Christian faith walk, an authentic faith journey.

The Trinity displays the glory of God, depicting Him as a vibrant and constant entity. The relationship constitutes three distinct Persons united. Everyone has a unique role and relationship with humanity and each other, contributing to a better understanding of this concept. However, the basis of their relationship remains a mystery, beyond our current focus. Rather, we will explore the roles they play in our faith journey.

This work provides an overview of the belief system in Jesus Christ, offering revelation and spiritual insight into certain aspects of the concept of the Trinity through the Trinity Tables. Why Trinity? A deep understanding of the Trinity reveals glory upon glory that brings Sabbath rest.[1]

Contrary to some works suggesting that the notion of heaven was muted in the Old Testament, we argue that heaven has been present in Scripture since creation. Eden was a paradise, home to God and His full essence. God walked comfortably there, alongside sinless humanity. The innocent, sinless beginning of Adam and Eve was much like the innocence of a newborn. The Light of God was present, and the glory of God was an accessible light, through "the glory and honor" given to Adam and Eve. (Psalm 8:5 KJV). They existed in a heavenly presence on earth in line with Our Lord's Prayer.

The Garden of Eden was also home to the Tree of Life whose fruits bring eternal life. Adam viewed the full glory of God from an immature perspective, much like the innocence of a child. After the fall, humanity's vision of heaven grew dim as the glory of God and the light of creation faded. God: "Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honor and power everlasting." (1 Timothy 6:16 KJV). From that point on, the Old Testament vision of heaven became obscured for humanity.

Ascension into Glory: Persecution to Redemption

ANYONE WHO SEES THE glory of God more than their peers across generations is at risk of persecution. How we respond to persecution decides the path we take. One path leads to the furnace of God, bringing us forth sparkling with glory like precious metal. The other path leads to Satan’s wrath, leaving us like charred coal (Ezekiel 28:18). We have the freedom to choose our path based on the same event.

Persecution is unbelief, it is disobedience. It is a lie; in the betrayal, denial and doubt of the truth that is in the persecuted person. Persecution buries the seed of God’s glory. This begins the process of allowing the glory of God to manifest and unite with the inner being of the persecuted being. Together they produce the light of the lamp of God, the maturing son of God: "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you." (Matthew 5:11-12).

Persecution is the process of redemption that Christ underwent. It is like the process a seed goes through to mature and finally bear fruit. This redemption represents salvation through Jesus Christ. These pages aim to shed light on this process, revealing a journey with God that progresses from faith to faith. Through the process of grace upon grace, we move from one state of glory to another. The pinnacle of this journey is to do the "few things" (Parable of the Talents Matthew 25:14-30) that please the Lord on an individual basis and on a collective basis is humanity meeting the King of Glory in the air.

When we focus our gaze on Jesus rather than His empty tomb, we avoid being distracted by our own mortality. This focus allows us to climb the stairs to heaven, promoting spiritual growth in this life and preparing us for the next. 

This upward journey transforms us from sons of man (the first Adam) to sons of God (the last Adam), uniting us as co-workers with the King of Glory (1 Corinthians 3:9). As the Bible instructs and guides us in righteousness (Romans 6:16-20), we ascend to higher spiritual levels. We evolve from mere followers to become disciples of Jesus Christ, becoming what God wants us to be. As we become kings of glory on earth, we prepare ourselves to soar with Him in glory when He returns for His disciples.

To facilitate this exploration, we have created two types of tables: the Trinity Table, representing the Tree of Life, and the Lateral Table, symbolizing the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil or spiritual death:

He made all kinds of beautiful trees grow there and produce good fruit. In the middle of the garden stood the tree that gives life and the tree that gives knowledge of what is good and what is bad...... Then the Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and guard it. He told him, "You may eat the fruit of any tree in the garden, except the tree that gives knowledge of what is good and what is bad. You must not eat the fruit of that tree; if you do, you will die the same day." (Genesis 2:9; 15-17 GNT)

It is in this context that the true faith in the heart is revealed. The Trinity will show a faith rising in glory or it will be Lateral Tables with a faith that stagnates like yesterday's stale glory. He ascends in glory from one grace to another until we meet the glory of our age and time; the glory of the Kingdom of God. Without glory, our faith would reveal an outdated glory attained by a past generation and which falls short of the glory of God in today's age. Such faith decays as a dead faith in Satan's kingdom, even though we call on “Lord Lord,” to Jesus Christ.

God’s plan involves the regeneration of humanity through a transformative Christian faith walk. This process occurs first in an individual, then collectively in humanity, generation after generation.

The tables help us understand scriptural principles based on the drama of the Garden of Eden. They display the scriptures on three distinct levels as directed by the Almighty. These three levels correspond to the three rungs of the ladder of our Trinity Tables.

	TABLE 01:02 THE THREE LEVELS


	KING OF GLORY

	JESUS CHRIST: LIVING WORD


	SERVANTS OF GOD

	HOLY SPIRIT: HIDDEN WORD


	SPIRITUAL-SLAVE

	HOLY BIBLE: WRITTEN WORD


	SLAVES OF SATAN

	SATANIC LIES AND LEGALISM



The three roles of the Trinity that humanity embodies in the spiritual image of God, king, servant and slave, represent different stages of human development in the word of God,

These stages reflect either continued regression with Satan after the fall or regeneration into the New Creation of Jesus Christ. This progression or regression is unidirectional, downward: regression towards the kingdom of Satan or upward, progression towards and in the Kingdom of God.

Understanding the Lateral Table: The Platform of Stagnation

THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE of Good and Evil symbolizes the fruit of lies; self-justification and legalism. Deliberately eating from this tree results in disobedience, leading to the process of degeneration that humanity continues to experience today. Disobedience introduced an upside-down reality outside of God's will (Isaiah 29:16), as described in our Lateral Tables. There, the lies are backed up by legalism to make them appear to be the truth.

When the movement descends, it becomes a two-way affair, getting stuck at the base level and moving from one realm to another; from good to evil and vice versa. This state represents the regressive position of the Lateral Table:

	TABLE 01:03: LATERAL TABLE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL


	GOOD

	LUKEWARM NEITHER HERE NOR THERE

	EVIL



The table symbolizes a stagnant movement; the left side means knowledge of good while the right corner means knowledge of evil. The Table embodies the concept of being undecided, floating between the kingdom of Satan and the Kingdom of God. This stagnation between the two kingdoms symbolizes the tree of knowledge of good and evil, constantly moving from good to evil and back again in an endless loop.

The Lateral Table signifies a state leading to spiritual death. It is a lateral movement in the knowledge of good and evil, from one side of the lateral plane to the other. This state reflects the act of coming and going without ever creating the momentum necessary to rise into glory.

When we procrastinate in this back and forth, we find ourselves in the stagnant position of "...worldly—mere infants in Christ" (1 Corinthians 3:1 NIV), a babe without their innocence. The Lateral Table serves as a metaphor for Satan's strategy to keep a child of God in defeat. In this state of flux, we declare ourselves disciples of Jesus Christ, pointing to Him as Lord. However, we never realize the high position of our heritage. Instead, we take the titles as an inheritance and squander them.

Knowledge of good and evil has altered our reality, shaped our thoughts, and motivated our actions. There, we live our lives on a Lateral Table, embodying someone who is "...double-minded and unstable in all they do." (James 1:8 NIV). In this reality, we hesitate between extremes depending on our immediate interests. God despises such double mindedness (Psalm 119:113).

This table, meaning lateral movement, lies horizontally. Depending on personal interests and worldly desires, either extreme could dominate in the form of a seesaw reality. However, this table is not a stairway; a stairway is not horizontal.

The concept of a seesaw illustrates this reality; one moment you're up, the next you're down, then the cycle repeats.

The Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) captures this concept. It depicts a situation in which we want our entire inheritance at once, only to squander it recklessly. However, unlike the Prodigal Son who returns definitively, when we find ourselves on the Lateral Table we hesitate between extremes, the characteristics of a sheep and that of a goat.

This table acts as a metaphorical tree, illustrating obstacles that can hinder our spiritual growth, preventing us from progressing from one level of grace or faith to another (2 Peter 1:5-8; Romans 1:17). It also highlights the ingredients necessary for progression in spiritual growth.

When we suffer from affliction, offense, or persecution, Satan tempts us to seek revenge, to feel that our pride and ego have been hurt, especially if we neglect God. Therefore, we hinder our Christian growth:

	TABLE 1:04 THE CHRISTIAN REALITY FROM A LATERAL TABLE


	FOLLOWER

	NATURAL MAN: NEITHER HERE NOR THERE 

	CARNAL CHRISTIAN



The Christian who experiences this lateral movement is like a Prodigal Son who moves backwards and forwards between the pig pod and the arms of His father, unlike the end of the Parable where the son enters the victory of glory on His return. It is like a Christian passing from the Throne of Grace to the empty tomb of Jesus Christ.[2] This journey from the lowest point (the nadir) to the highest point (the zenith) in glory, and then returning to the lowest point repeatedly, is a life of spiritual ups and downs. Anyone who experiences this will hesitate between extremes in an endless loop, crying out "Lord, Lord" in defeat. They will not know the victory of the Prodigal Son, representation of the victory in Jesus Christ.

Satan offers a ladder of progression, but it is not the godly type. With Satan, movement on the ladder to the top, at slave-kingship level, is limited. Only one person will reach the summit, revealed as the Antichrist, sharing position with the satanic servants of greed and fear. However, in the lower positions that humans collectively occupy in Satan's kingdom, a hierarchy of confusion exists in Satan's kingdom, movement on the ladder to the top of slave-kingship is limited. The highest position humans can attain is that of slave-prisoner in the advancement of Satan’s depravity. There are no servants here; it’s an all or nothing position. Either we dominate another, or another dominates us: one moment we are above, the next we are below.

	TABLE 01:05: PROGRESSION IN THE KINGDOM OF SATAN


	KING

	SATAN THE PRINCE OF THE AIR


	SLAVE-SERVANT

	THE SPIRITUAL FORCES OF EVIL IN THE HEAVENLY REALMS EPHESIANS 6:12


	SLAVES

	THE SLAVE-KINGS OF SATAN: THE ANTICHRIST OF THE THRESHOLD AUTHORITIES AND POWERS OF THE LEADERS OF THIS DARK WORLD EPHESIANS 6:12 (THE SPIRITUAL GIANTS OF GREED AND FEAR)


	THE SLAVE PRISONERS OF SATAN: THE SONS OF PERDITION IN A SEESAW POSITION OF POWER



Therefore, the Lateral Table in Satan's kingdom is a place where people serve their own interests and force each other to work under a task master to prevent the inevitable downfall. Using the seesaw analogy, we are either at the top or the bottom, two extremes in terms of oppression and bitterness. Even though some are above us and oppress us, we take that bitterness and oppress those below us, especially our family members or other people around us; neighbors (next-door neighbors, classmates and schoolmates, colleagues, other road users, and the like).

The seesaw positions that humans collectively occupy in Satan's kingdom are so low in terms of double demotion that they can only be represented in the lower ranks, below the minions of fear and greed.

In this satanic essence, we interact with one another in bitterness, driven by the emotional desires of greed and fear. We fight and jostle for alpha male recognition, up or down: 

	TABLE 01:06: HIERARCHY OF DOUBLE DEMOTION


	SLAVE-KINGS

	THE SONS OF PERDITION IN A SEESAW POSITION OF POWER


	SLAVE-PRISONERS 



In Satan's kingdom, one moment we are the slave-king of others and the next moment we are the slave of others, and no position is permanent. 

The slave-king stage is one of assertiveness, where we focus on our own needs and desires. We crave control in greediness or covetousness, becoming selfish and demanding, indifferent to the needs of others. When this seesaw concept is our reality, we become the lowest common denominator: a slave (either as king-slave or slave-prisoner). We have reduced humanity to the level of spiritual slave, the prison of all who are on this seesaw.

The slave-prisoner stage is that of selfish claiming. In either case, we are unwilling to sacrifice our own needs, wants, and even desires for others. The only sacrifice that can attract us is that of others to satisfy our selfish needs, wants and desires. We view others as slaves, demanding that they work hard under our self-appointed position as unrewarded taskmaster. A slave is not up to the glory of humanity; it is not the complete image of God that we have been given. This position also applies to physical slavery. This becomes the threshold or benchmark for our interpersonal relationships in Satan's kingdom, apart from Jesus. This is the threshold of bitterness and its effects.

The Trinity Table: The Stairway of Upward Mobility

THE TREE OF LIFE IS a Man (Truth) hung on a tree, cut down and eaten deliberately to bring obedience. This obedience resulted in a regeneration that humanity should experience today.

The journey from the Lateral Table to the Trinity Table is an upward movement, a concept that explains the stairway to heaven. This journey symbolizes the transformative Christian life in the Kingdom of God. Therein, we strive to abandon the tree of death and nourish our spiritual life by eating from the Tree of Life. We eat from the Tree of Life (Jesus) while nourishing ourselves with a new truth and entering a new light of the glory of God through our Lord Jesus Christ: "What gives life is God's Spirit; human power is of no use at all. The words I have spoken to you bring God's life-giving Spirit." (John 6:63 GNT).

The Trinity Table traces the path of a spiritual man. "The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man’s judgment" (1 Corinthians 2:15). He can judge all things and is not subject to judgment from anyone because he "know[s] the truth" (1 John 2:20 NIV). He knows the truth and rises with it into glory.

The Trinity Table is not a horizontal path but a vertical stairway to heaven, being the path of spiritual growth and ascension to the glory of God. The first rung of this stairway is captured in a dream as recorded in Genesis 28:10-22. It tells the story of Jacob's dream at Bethel.

This passage marks a pivotal moment in Jacob's life and serves as a reminder of God's presence and blessing in times of uncertainty and doubt. Jacob is fleeing from his brother Esau, whom he had deceived and angered. He travels to a place called Luz, where he decides to rest for the night. It is here that he has a powerful dream in which he sees a ladder reaching up to heaven, with angels ascending and descending on it. At the top of the ladder, Jacob sees God himself, who reaffirms the covenant that he had made with Jacob's grandfather, Abraham, and father, Isaac.

The dream and the words that God speaks to Jacob in this passage were a turning point in Jacob's life even though he did not realize the full implication or the full glory of the dream at that point. Gradually, they bestowed on him a sense of purpose and direction, as well as reassurance that God is with him and will guide him through his journey. This passage is a reminder that even in our darkest moments, God is present and watching over us, ready to offer us comfort and guidance.

The experience is a powerful reminder of the importance of faith and trust in God. Jacob's journey is not an easy one, and he faces many challenges and struggles along the way. However, he can find comfort and strength in the knowledge that God is with him and will never leave his side. This is a message that is applicable to all of us, no matter what challenges we may face in our own lives.

In conclusion, Genesis 28:10-22 is a powerful and inspiring passage that serves as a reminder of God's presence and blessing in our lives. It is a story of faith, trust, and the power of God to guide us through even the darkest times. As we navigate the ups and downs of life, may we take comfort in the knowledge that God is with us always, ready to offer us strength, comfort, and guidance.

This dream provides a vivid illustration of the concept of the stairway to heaven. Jacob saw a stairway going from earth to heaven, with angels going up and down and the Lord standing by his side, promising to bless him and His descendants. 

At the time he experienced this dream, Jacob felt fear, despite God's assurances. His limited, slave-like vision prevented him from looking beyond the place and recognizing the divine promise of humanity's ascension from earth to heaven. Instead, he focused on the physical location, renaming it Bethel, the House of God. He started from the bottom of the stairs going up. Looking back, that dream, and the promises of God led him away from the fear into a relationship of awe and reverence.

Jacob noticed that God was there. At that point, he did not realize that the reality was that God was with him, he was the reason for God's presence. In a way, it’s safe to say that he brought God with him there. Even with God's promise to be at his side, his enslaved mind's vision could not see very far. We can assume that the immensity of the moment and all that it meant was then veiled from him. It was a glory he had to enter gradually and in the right way. It was for this reason that God promised to take him to this place again in the future. So, Jacob had no physical inheritance from this place to take with him on his outward journey, all he had was God's promise.

However, this was the basic level of the new glory of his walk with God. It was no different from the authentic faith journey that Abraham experienced. It was a continuation of that race, a relay that Abraham had started. The baton had changed hands. It was the door to the new revealed glory of God; "it must be the gate that opens into heaven." (Genesis 28:17 GNT). It was an inheritance that he had to enter himself, he could not count on the glory that his father and grandfather had entered before him. This experience was a new glory, the glory of His age and times (see Parable of the Prodigal Son).

Years later, after suffering persecution from His uncle Laban and fear of persecution from his brother Esau (Genesis, chapters 31-33), Jacob returned to the same place. As God had promised, Jacob's journey of faith in these situations led him to the next rung of the stairway. God was with him throughout these tumultuous years, through glory upon glory in the physical realm. So, Jacob shifted His attention from the place to God upon His return to the same place. His focus shifted from the physical to the spiritual. He renamed the place El Bethel, which means the God of the House of God. His gaze towards God signified His trust in the word of God, which had sustained him during these difficult years.

Toward the end of His life, Jacob revealed and acknowledged His confidence in God's faithfulness: "The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day, the angel who has redeemed me from all evil..." (Genesis 48:15-16 ESV). The presence of God had never left him: "For the Spirit that God has given you does not make you slaves and cause you to be afraid; instead, the Spirit makes you God's children, and by the Spirit's power we cry out to God, "Father! My Father!" (Romans 8:15 GNT). By recognizing Abraham and Isaac, Jacob showed that he had received the baton of the authentic faith journey and he had to run with it according to his own time.

Looking back, His fear was an irrational fear, it was naturally caused by His immaturity. Too much glory at that time would have overwhelmed him. What he experienced was a new level of glory; a glory of social ascension and he entered it by force of circumstances, the hard way. He had named and renamed the place; eventually God would rename him. He received the name Israel in recognition of His steadfastness in the struggle against God and man (Genesis 32:28). The entire land would be known by this new name as an indicator of God's purpose for Abraham's descendants when this same baton of blessings fell on their hands: they were to struggle with God and man to rise to the top. He had named a bit of that Land in honor of God; God named the entire land in his honor t.

When Jesus came to earth, he developed this concept that Jacob had experienced. He revealed the next rung of this stairway in His teachings, and then He actualized it at His death. He represented Himself as showing the scale of the Son of Man by what He would endure on earth:

	TABLE 01:07: THE STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN IN THE VISION OF JACOB AND THE REALITY OF JESUS ​​CHRIST


	THE SON OF MAN RETURNS TO THE PLACE HE WAS BEFORE (JOHN 6:62) 


	EL BETHEL: THE GOD OF THE HOUSE OF GOD


	BETHEL: THE HOUSE OF GOD



And he said to them, "I am telling you the truth: you will see heaven open and God's angels going up and coming down on the Son of Man." (John 1:51 GNT)

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, (John 3:14 ESV) 

For I have come down from heaven to do not my own will but the will of him who sent me. And it is the will of him who sent me that I should not lose any of all those he has given me, but that I should raise them all to life on the last day. For what my Father wants is that all who see the Son and believe in him should have eternal life. And I will raise them to life on the last day."(John 6:38-40 GNT)

Suppose, then, that you should see the Son of Man go back up to the place where he was before? (John 6:62 GNT) 

And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." (John 12:32 ESV)

He was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. (Acts 1:9 ESV)

Jacob had just begun his walk with God. So, this was the starting point of his limited vision. He had no idea what the future held. However, what he endured allowed him to take his walk with God to the next level.

With Jesus too, what He endured brought Him to the next level up from Jacob as He had previously promised. Everything that was veiled was revealed at the moment of His death. This was symbolized by the torn curtain of the Temple (Matthew 27:51). This was the servant stage. The next level occurred after His death when he sent His Holy Spirit, the Slave level of the Trinity Table, to lead humanity up the stairway. Thus, after being raised among the disciples, they then received the Holy Spirit who led them to the apostleship. His duty is to enable us to wrestle against Satan and against man. Jesus had passed the baton by displaying the concept in His life at His expense. These humble men had been raised from obscurity to simple followers of Christ. He trained into disciples and finally they became apostles who knew the affairs of God better than those who ruled in King David's palace or held leadership positions at the Temple of Solomon. They rose up on the Trinity Table.

Through the torn curtain, the way was opened for humanity to enter the Holy of Holies, the next levels of the Holy Spirit, the king level of glory of God's purpose. The way to obtain His righteousness which was veiled was also revealed so that humans could move away from being slave-prisoners (this was displayed in the redemption of the Apostle Peter from prison (Acts 12: 6).

In our religious practice, when we go to Church, we must turn our attention away from the House of Prayer, rituals, symbolism and religiosity and return to God and real-life spiritual inheritance. Through a walk of faith with the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ, God will return us to the path of harmony, the harmony we had before the fall of man. So, having seen "the Son of Man go back up to the place where he was before" it is now our turn to mount that ladder and rise to where He is now, where humanity was before the fall. This is the purpose of our Trinity Table; to illuminate this divine path, the path that Adam would naturally have taken without the fall. As Jesus explained to the Samaritan woman:

Believe me, woman, the time will come when people will not worship the Father either on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You Samaritans do not really know whom you worship; but we Jews know whom we worship, because it is from the Jews that salvation comes. But the time is coming and is already here, when by the power of God's Spirit people will worship the Father as he really is, offering him the true worship that he wants. God is Spirit, and only by the power of his Spirit can people worship him as he really is. (John 4:21-24 GNT)

This concept, or vision of glory, is clear in Jacob's ladder and in the ladder of the Son of Man. Just as Jacob glimpsed the stairway, we too can glimpse this vision to reach new spiritual heights lost by Adam. At first, Jacob saw it physically. Towards His death, he experienced it in the spiritual. For us, we can know Him spiritually and imitate Him physically. The Prodigal Son like Jacob, saw this through the slave eyes in the physical. By what he endured, he beheld it in the spiritual; and was then able to apply that spiritual life into his physical life as evidenced by his return to his father.

The Trinity Table: A Path to Salvation

THE FOCUS NOW IS ON Jesus, the King of Glory, whose radiant face is the exact representation of the glory of God. (Hebrews 1:3). As we rise in glory, the glory of God and the glory of man would gradually become one and there will be no need for light: "And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts," (2 Peter 1:19 ESV, see also Revelation 18:23; 21:23 and 22:5). 

Jacob's ladder and Jesus Christ's ladder bear the same spiritual image. It becomes a marriage made in heaven and manifested on earth, in the true spirit of the words of Our Lord's Prayer: "thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10 KJV). The prayer for God's kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth reflects a desire for the divine light, truth, and righteousness to be made manifest in our world. It signifies a longing for the principles and values of God's heavenly kingdom to be realized and implemented here on earth as a path to our salvation in our new covenant walk of faith:

	TABLE 01:08: THE TRINITY TABLE: A PATH TO SALVATION


	FATHER MY FATHER: A HEAVENLY DWELLING PLACE


	JESUS: THE MEDIATOR BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH


	THE HOLY SPIRIT: THE HEAVENLY PRESENCE ON EARTH WHO INDWELLS HUMANITY FOR AN EFFECTIVE WALK OF FAITH



The Father, in His excellence, splendor and beauty, occupies the summit and represents the ultimate position to which we aspire. Jesus, the bridge between God and sinful humanity, forms the second rung of the ladder, opening for us a path to the inaccessible God. The Holy Spirit, the divine presence on earth, continues the work that Jesus began two thousand years ago from the bottom of the ladder, leading humanity like a shepherd up the stairway to Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit works with us individually and when we congregate in fellowship, we bring Him there. By this, Jesus is in the middle, fellowshipping with us "For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them." (Matthew 18:20 ESV).

By coming together in the name of Jesus, we create a space where He is present among us strengthening our faith and fellowship. It emphasizes the spiritual significance of gathering in worship and the presence of Jesus in those gatherings.

Each rung of the stairway is a step in our salvation process, requiring faith to remain there, aspiring to get to the next level and when we fall, we will be prepared to go humbly to Him for more grace. The Trinity serves as the link between heaven and earth, describing the fostering path for a transformative faith walk with the Triune God. Each of the Three plays a role in this process, guiding us upward.

When we face affliction, offense, or persecution, seeking God's grace, mercy, and forgiveness for the wrongdoer humbles us and prevents us from taking revenge. This glory elevates our faith from one level to another. Faith to faith means moving from saving faith to actionable faith, stirring our faith from faith to loving faith to hopeful faith. Here, loving faith is obedience to God where Christian obedience boils down to love.

The Trinity Tables help us understand the differences between a king, a servant and a slave. They guide us on how to practicalize the spirit of a king, serving like a servant and toiling like a slave without adopting a slave mentality. We learn to exist outside of the knowledge of good and evil to maintain our elevation and promotion on the stairway. With this renewed mindset, we learn to apply the spirit of a king to serve and work hard for "justice, mercy and faithfulness" (Matthew 23:23 NIV). We learn when to let go of a slave mentality and when to adopt a stance of humility.[3]

	TABLE 01:09 THE STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN


	KING OF GLORY


	SERVANTS OF GOD


	SPIRITUAL SLAVES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS


	SLAVE-PRISONER



The Trinity Table illustrates man's descent after the fall, from being the dominant entity after creation (growing into our kingship glory) to pitiful demotion after the fall (slave-prisoner). It also captures the redemptive path of faith, taking us from this pitiful reality to the high titles of ascension with which Jesus Christ has endowed us.  Therefore, the ascent is by stages, without leapfrogging the in-between positions of spiritual slave (slave of righteousness and a servant of grace. The path is heading towards the sonship that Jesus brought back, the crown of glory and honor which Adam had lived and lost.

The best way to study the Trinity Table is to start at the basic level and work your way up, from slave to servant to king. Each table follows the concept of the Trinity. Collectively they are: "Christ and him crucified" (1 Corinthians 2:2 NIV), the Tree of Life that was somewhat veiled for Adam and Eve before the fall.

	TABLE 01:10: THE SPIRITUAL PATH TO THE TREE OF LIFE IN OUR WALK OF FAITH


	KING OF GLORY

	APOSTLES


	SERVANTS OF GOD

	DISCIPLES


	SPIRITUAL SLAVES

	FOLLOWERS



When Adam and Eve disobeyed, God banished them: "Man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." (Genesis 3:22 NIV). The Trinity Table explains God’s regenerative process of eating from the Tree of Life without inundating us with too much glory at any time. It is a step by step walk of faith firstly on the immanent level and then on the transcendence level generation by generation. Jesus, the Word of God and Light of Truth, is the Tree of Life and the new manna from heaven. This truth gives us the potential to ascend to our rightful position as kings. In the Trinity Table, either the king and the slave balance each other, or the king serves the slave from below. The king, as the apostle, is the stage of achieving glory. This step signifies our complete restoration of what Adam lost. We deal with the more important things that can affect humanity that God will place us into.

The servant, the disciple, is the stage of self-giving. Here we focus on the needs of others, placing them above our own. We completely surrender our will to the will of God and are willing to do the little things that God asks of us.

The spiritual slave marks the beginning of the disciple's stage as a follower. This stage is a babe in Christ receiving milk for growth. At this point we are no longer concerned with our own needs or desires,

As mentioned in the Lateral Table concept, the stage below spiritual-slave is a slave-prisoner of Satan. This is the stage of self-serving. When we continue to go against the spirit of God, we quench Him and like the Prodigal Son, relegate ourselves to this position.

In most cases we overlap these stages of the Trinity Table. Sometimes we grow and mature, going through the stages. Other times, we move down to a level below ourselves to serve our neighbor in the Christian virtue of love. However, it is also possible to regress from a higher level (in the Kingdom of God) to a lower level (in the kingdom of Satan) as evidenced in the life of the Prodigal Son. We will point out the differences as we encounter the tables. The growth process is that we start off from the lowly position of Slave-Prisoner. We start from the stage of slavery, redeemed from the kingdom of Satan where we were slaves to sin. This stage reflects Israel's life when they were taken out of Egypt as slaves and their forty years of bitter struggle in the desert to move on to the next stage.

Spiritual-Slave: Then we baptized into the Kingdom of God as slaves of righteousness, struggling to surrender our will to God. This step reflects Israel's years of struggle against Satan in the desert to abandon the slave mentality. It also reflects Israel's entry into the Promised Land and its stiff-necked slave mentality to fight for possession of it: "From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people have been raiding it." (Matthew 11:12 NIV). This also explains the outcome of the wrestling bout that Jacob had with God when he attempted to negotiate blessings for himself (Genesis 32:24-30). 

Servants of Grace: Then we move into the service stage, focusing on the needs of others. This step was veiled for Israel, but it should have been clear in their collective life as they aspired to the high positions of the Beatitudes while they waited for the expected Messiah. 

King of Glory: Finally, we ascend as kings, focusing on the needs and desires of humanity as a collective. This is the position the Messiah would have brought Israel into if they had accepted him. Today, this is the position Christians must enter, as shown in the Parable of the Talents Matthew 25:14-30. 

As a slave-prisoner, we no longer carry the image of God. On the Trinity Table however, regardless of our spiritual position at any given time, we enjoy self-esteem because we all bear the image of God. We are also willing to put the needs of others before our own. In there, we exist on the upside-down reality that:[4]

But many who are first will be last, and the last first. (Mark 10:31 NIV);

And those parts that we think aren't worth very much are the ones which we treat with greater care; while the parts of the body which don't look very nice are treated with special modesty, (1 Corinthians 12:23 GNT)

So Jesus called them all together and said, "You know that the rulers of the heathen have power over them, and the leaders have complete authority. This, however, is not the way it shall be among you. If one of you wants to be great, you must be the servant of the rest; and if one of you wants to be first, you must be the slave of the others— like the Son of Man, who did not come to be served, but to serve and to give his life to redeem many people." (Matthew 20:25-28 GNT)

Currently, this is considered an upside-down reality. However, it is the right side of God's wisdom. A mind steeped in the knowledge of good and evil cannot understand this. It requires a change of direction and emphasis to rectify it in our senses towards the right side.[5] It is the thin difference between humility and disgrace. It is like the Prodigal Son who returns with humility. His father accepted him back as a son in his own right. However, his older brother only saw the result of the shameful wasteful actions linked to their slave mentality; a slave-mentality that the Prodigal Son moved away from to scale on the ladder of progressive entry into glory.

The Parable of the Prodigal Son and the Talents: The Path to the King of Glory

IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD and in the upward mobility of humanity, those at the top must always serve those at the bottom of the ladder. This is a complete change in focus from the seesaw concept we explained earlier. As the apostle Paul says, it’s a race where everyone who finishes wins. There is no competition. It is about upward mobility where everyone has an equal chance of becoming king. This concept can be best interpreted in the spirit of the Parable of the Talents:

At that time the Kingdom of heaven will be like this. Once there was a man who was about to leave home on a trip; he called his servants and put them in charge of his property. He gave to each one according to his ability: to one he gave five thousand gold coins, to another he gave two thousand, and to another he gave one thousand. Then he left on his trip. (Matthew 25:14-15 GNT)

The servants who received five thousand and two thousand talents each invested the money and doubled it. They were praised for their faithfulness and diligence upon their master's return: "Well done, you good and faithful servant!’ said his master. ‘You have been faithful in managing small amounts, so I will put you in charge of large amounts. Come on in and share my happiness!" (Verses 21 and 23 GNT). However, the servant who received only one thousand talents buried the money out of fear and returned only what was originally given to him. The master was disappointed with his lack of initiative and called him a useless servant:

You bad and lazy servant!’ his master said. ‘You knew, did you, that I reap harvests where I did not plant, and gather crops where I did not scatter seed? Well, then, you should have deposited my money in the bank, and I would have received it all back with interest when I returned. Now, take the money away from him and give it to the one who has ten thousand coins. For to every person who has something, even more will be given, and he will have more than enough; but the person who has nothing, even the little that he has will be taken away from him. As for this useless servant—throw him outside in the darkness; there he will cry and gnash his teeth.’ (Verses 26-30 GNT).

This story emphasizes the importance of being responsible with the faith that has been given to us and highlights the principle that those who are faithful with what they have will be entrusted with more, while those who neglect their responsibilities will face consequences. It is the pathway of taking our saving faith unto the next level unto actionable faith in the elaborative plan of God for the restoration of humanity. The profit from the investment was the transformative effect of the faith that they had been granted. The profit was the display of the actionable faith in the individual. He will then be placed in charge of the bigger things which will bring blessings to subsequent generations: "A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, but the sinner’s wealth is laid up for the righteous." (Proverbs 13:22 ESV).

Finishing does not mean reaching the top. Rather, it means embarking on a journey toward perfection by looking to Jesus. Our perfection lies in being "faithful in managing small amounts," and competing "according to the rules" (2 Timothy 2:5 NIV). These rules, as outlined by Jesus in the Parable, are explained in more detail by Paul:

Every athlete in training submits to strict discipline, in order to be crowned with a wreath that will not last; but we do it for one that will last forever. That is why I run straight for the finish line; that is why I am like a boxer who does not waste his punches. I harden my body with blows and bring it under complete control, to keep myself from being disqualified after having called others to the contest. (1 Corinthians 9:25-27 GNT)

A servant serves for a reward, which reveals the glory in which Adam was maturing into. Our full inheritance as humans is to serve God on earth as vassal kings, created in His image, with increasing power to dominate the earth.

Why is there a difference between the analogy used by Jesus and the one applied by Paul? Could it be generational? Paul, a Roman citizen born in the Greek city of Tarsus, is believed to have written most of His epistles at least a generation after Jesus' death. So, it seems natural that Paul would use the imagery of the Olympic Games to capture this concept eloquently.

Our full fellowship with God is based on this promotion. God created Adam to be His co-worker. In terms of interpersonal relationships introduced by Christianity, on this Trinity table.

The servant loves and obeys the King. The servant wants to please the King, so he obeys His orders (glass half full). This represents the face of God's glory revealed in Jesus Christ through the concept of grace. This means Christian freedom from religion in the truth that liberates Christian life. (1 John 2:20-21).

In a Master-slave relationship, the Master is obeyed out of fear (glass half empty, the back of God's glory revealed to Moses through the Law, beginning of religion). The slave does not love the Master; he obeys because he is obliged to do so and not because he wants to. This position harbors all kinds of bitterness. A religion is established around this relationship to distance the slave from the slave mentality and bring him to a more excellent relationship with the king.

These two positions illustrate the difference between the Prodigal Son's attitude when he left home and his new attitude which led him to return. However, it also highlights the difference between the returning Prodigal Son and His older brother who had never left but who never connected with his father on the level of a son as far as the glory of the father was not evident in him. He remained a slave. This also reflects the relationship between Satan and His slaves:

	TABLE 01:11: THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON AS A TABLE OF THE TRINITY


	KING

	THE RETURNED PRODIGAL SON TEMPERED BY HIS EXPERIENCES


	SERVANT

	THE PRODIGAL SON GRACE DEMANDING HIS INHERITANCE 


	SLAVE

	THE ELDER BROTHER WHO NEVER ENTERED INTO SONSHIP GLORY



God used this relationship as a starting point for a journey of faith with humanity. He began with Israel as a seed; spiritual slaves. He then gently led them away from the back of His glory to the front of His glory, into Christian freedom. This movement defines our path of faith; a transformative journey from spiritual slave to servant to son and heir; the legacy of a king in the image of God:

	TABLE 01:12: FROM SLAVE TO SONSHIP GLORY 


	KING 

	SON 


	SERVANT 

	SERVANT 


	SLAVE 

	SLAVE 



It is important to emphasize that these three positions are linked to the image of God that we have. In this sense, a slave is a spiritual slave of God and not of man. Whatever position we currently occupy is linked to our position with God: no one is our slave: (Romans 8:15 and 14:4). God is the Master and the King. As humans, we do not occupy the position of master; we bear the title of kings in the image of God.

We will occasionally encounter a third table, which we will call the joinder table. This table combines the Lateral Tables and Trinity. If we dwell too long on the base level of a Trinity Table, it becomes a Lateral Table for us. We must step on Satan if we wrestle with him in the defeated state that Jesus left him in to get on up the Trinity Table:

	TABLE 01:13: A JOINDER TABLE 


	KING OF GLORY 


	SERVANTS OF THE GODS 


	SPIRITUAL SLAVE 

	SLAVES OF SATAN 



The basic level of the junction table is a Lateral Table. If we refuse to step up to the second rung of our inheritance as servants while at


Jesus Christ, the Pathway to Kingship Glory


	Matthew: Jesus Christ, the Promised Messiah

	Mark: Jesus Christ, servant of God

	Luke: Jesus Christ as Son of Man

	John: Jesus Christ as the Son of God.
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