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Dedication

The adventurous spirit of past, current and future Space-A travelers that continually circumnavigate the globe utilizing this tremendous resource to help quench their wanderlust.
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Back in the late 1980s, my friend Jeff and I attended different universities in Washington State. We were both enrolled as cadets in the U.S. Army Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) programs at our respective institutions. During spring break in our junior year, Jeff asked if I wanted to visit his parents who were currently stationed at Schofield Barracks in Hawaii. Given the dismal weather in Washington during March where I hadn’t seen the sun in the past three months, I happily agreed despite having no funds for such an adventure. Luckily for me, Jeff knew about Space Available (Space-A) travel with the military. He told me that the military had planes flying around the world constantly, and if there were extra spaces available on any aircraft, they would sometimes let eligible people catch a ride (or hop). Jeff informed me that cadets were eligible, and sure enough, we managed to hop on an Air Force plane flying from McChord Air Force Base, in Tacoma, Washington to Travis Air Force Base in California, with follow-on service to Hickam Air Force Base in Honolulu, Hawaii. Given how easy it was to catch a flight to Hawaii at no cost, I wondered why more people didn’t take advantage of this great benefit. Well, I soon discovered why when I attempted to return to the mainland.

This book is designed to provide a comprehensive guide to military Space-A air travel. It contains an abundance of references and should answer most any question you may have concerning flying Space-A. It is a great benefit for eligible personnel, but it is important to understand the drawbacks so you make the best use of this means of transport. After reading this book, you will become expert in utilizing this benefit, and I hope you are soon traveling all over the world at very minimal cost.
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Space-A is an abbreviation for Space Available air transportation on government-owned or controlled aircraft. Sometimes seats are made available on these aircraft for eligible passengers, depending on the aircraft's mission and cargo allowances. If you have patience and flexibility, this benefit may allow you to travel the world at little or no cost. Space-A travel is not available to everyone. The general rule of thumb is that service members associated with the Department of Defense, including dependents, and some civilian DoD employees may be eligible for Space-A travel. Additional eligibility is discussed later in the book.

Space-A travel combines frugality with adventure but sometimes, just like a box of chocolates, you don’t know what you are going to get. There is no guarantee that you will be able to take a flight; reservations are not accepted. The Department of Defense (DoD) has limited obligations towards travelers using Space-A; there are no guarantees during different flight segments or for return flights. Space-A passengers may be removed from flights if circumstances change like an altered mission, equipment failure, or not enough flight personnel. Thus, it is recommended that travelers have sufficient resources to address the possible need for commercial transportation, lodging, and other expenses if Space-A plans alter. You will not be reimbursed for any associated expenses related to flying Space-A. Space-A travel may not be used for personal gain, in connection with a business enterprise, or for employment.

Space-A travel also may not be used when international or theater restrictions prohibit such travel. For instance, once my wife was deployed to Kuwait. I looked into flights going to Kuwait, but that route was restricted. Flights going to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, are limited to certain personnel. Although I must say that once, as a Space-A passenger, I was allowed on a flight that made a short stop in Guantanamo, but with a final destination elsewhere. During our stop, we were restricted to a specific room on base while the plane was prepped to continue to Puerto Rico.

The organization that has responsibility for Space-A is the Air Mobility Command (AMC). AMC is a major command of the U.S. Air Force; it was created in 1992. It was formed from parts of Strategic Air Command (SAC) and the deactivated Military Airlift Command (MAC). You will sometimes still see references to MAC in older documents. AMC consists not only of active duty airmen but also includes the Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve; therefore, you might see Space-A flights originating or terminating at other than active duty bases. Civilian airliners and flight crews of the Civil Reserve Air Fleet also work with AMC. This means you may see Space-A flights at commercial airports like Sea-Tac (SEA) or Baltimore Washington (BWI).
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The Space-A process consists of seven steps. They may seem overwhelming the first time you attempt to fly Space-A, but it does not take long to become an expert. After your first Space-A flight, you will understand both its benefits and its limitations. Space-A will truly open your window to the world, all at little or no cost. Remember that many travelers utilize Space-A almost every day, ranging from single passengers to large families with all their associated luggage. With some proper planning and understanding of the process, you will be able to start your own adventure. The steps are as follows:

	Determine Eligibility

	Find Your Category

	Plan Your Route

	Check Your Travel Documents

	Register

	Check-in

	Fly


Determine Eligibility

Space-A travel is not available to everyone. As there are many exceptions and specific requirements, it is difficult to outline a general eligibility rule. Perhaps the closest you can get would be to state that members of, or associated with the Department of Defense, including their dependents, may be eligible for Space-A travel. In order to determine if you are eligible examine Table 3, Eligible Space Available Travelers, Priorities, and Approved Geographical Travel Segments found in the Department of Defense Instruction (DODI) 4515.13 Air Transportation Eligibility. Its 70 pages may feel a bit mind-boggling, but the Space Available section is only 15 pages, and Table 3 is six pages. Reading these instructions will give you a good general education in Space-A travel.

Find Category

As mentioned above, Table 3 in the DODI 4515.13 provides a list of those people eligible to use Space-A travel. If you find that you are eligible, your next step is to determine what Space-A travel category you are. The categories are numerical, ranging from one to six. The lower your category number, the higher your priority. The order passengers are allowed on the plane is based on their category.

For example [see below], if a plane has three seats available for Space-A passengers but there are five eligible passengers in the terminal who want to get on the plane, only the travelers in the highest two categories will score seats for this particular flight.

Category I 1 Highest priority

Category II 2 Second highest priority

Category III 3 Third highest priority

Category IV 4 Fourth highest priority

Category V 5 Fifth highest priority

Category VI 6 Lowest priority (Welcome retired military)

Passenger A Ralph  Category 1 *

Passenger B Susan  Category 2 *

Passenger C Paul  Category 2 *

Passenger D Rick  Category 4

Passenger E Jean  Category 6

In the example above, only passengers Ralph (A), Susan (B) and Paul (C) would be allowed on the plane. They rank the highest by category for the three available seats.

But, if in the example above, there were only two seats available for Space-A passengers on the plane, passenger Susan (B), and passenger Paul (C) who are both category 2, would be awarded a seat based on who registered for Space-A travel first. More on that later in the registration section.

Table 3 in DODI 4515.13 lists 48 different situations where travelers may be eligible for Space-A travel. The entire table is available in the back of this book, but below is a partial listing of eligible individuals. While there are unique situations like special category residents (Cuban exiles for instance) who are eligible for Space-A travel only to and from Cuba, or American Samoa veterans residing in America Samoa, traveling to and from Hawaii for hospital care at a VA facility, most travelers will not fit these situations.

The majority of Space-A travelers will either be Category III (active duty on ordinary leave) or Category VI (reserves/national guard or retired military). Most dependents utilizing Space-A travel will fall under Category III.

Category I - Emergency Leave Unfunded Travel. Transportation by the most expeditious routing only for bona fide immediate family emergencies, as determined by DODI 1327.06 (Leave and Liberty Policy and Procedures) and Military Service regulations. This travel privilege will not be used in lieu of funded travel entitlements.

Emergency Travel in connection with serious illness, death, or impending death of a member of the immediate family of the following:

	United States citizen, DoD Civilian Employees stationed overseas.

	Full-time, paid personnel of the American Red Cross serving with United States military services overseas.

	Uniformed service family members whose sponsors are stationed within the Continental United States (CONUS) and the emergency exists overseas.

	Family members of United States citizen civilian employees of the DoD when both sponsor and dependents are stationed overseas at the same location.


Category II – Accompanied Environmental and Morale Leave (EML).

	Sponsors on EML and accompanied family members.

	DoD Dependent School (DoDDS) teachers and their accompanied family members in EML status during school year holiday or vacation periods.


Category III - Ordinary Leave, Relatives, House Hunting Permissive Temporary Duty (TDY), Medal of Honor Holders, and Foreign Military.

	Members of the uniformed services in an ordinary or re-enlistment leave status.

	Military personnel traveling on permissive temporary duty (TDY) orders for house hunting.

	If the permissive TDY is for the purpose of a permanent change of station house hunting, the member travels in Category III and can be accompanied by one family member. 

	Dependents of military members deployed for more than 365 consecutive days.

	Bona fide family members (up to age 23 with a valid identification card) of a service member of the uniformed services when accompanied by their sponsor who is in an ordinary leave status within overseas areas between overseas stations and air terminals in the CONUS (Continental United States).

	This privilege does not apply to travel of dependents to or from a sponsor's restricted or unaccompanied tour location or to travel in a leave status to or from TDY locations. It applies only to round-trip travel to an overseas area or the CONUS with the sponsor. DODI 4515.13 restricts the use of these privileges to establish a home for family members in an overseas area or the CONUS.

	Foreign exchange service members on permanent duty with the DoD, when in a leave status.


Category IV - Unaccompanied Environmental and Morale Leave (EML).

	Dependents where the military members are deployed for more than 30 consecutive days.

	Unaccompanied family members (18 years or older) traveling on EML orders. Family members under 18 must be accompanied by an adult family member who is traveling EML.

	DoDDS teachers or their family members (accompanied or unaccompanied) in an EML status during summer break.


Category V - Permissive TDY (Non-House Hunting), Students, Dependents, Post Deployment/Mobilization Respite Absence, and Others.

	Unaccompanied Command-sponsored dependents.

	Students whose sponsor is stationed in Alaska or Hawaii.

	Students enrolled in a trade school in the CONUS when the sponsor is stationed overseas.

	Military personnel traveling on permissive TDY orders for other than house hunting.


Category VI – Retired, Dependents, Reserve, ROTC, Nuclear Propulsion Officer (NUPOC) and Civil Engineer Corps (CEC) members & 100% Disabled Vets.

	National Guard/Reserve Components/members of the Ready Reserve and members of the Standby Reserve who are on the Active Status List.

	Retired military members who are issued DD Form 2 and eligible to receive retired or retainer pay.

	Family members (with a valid identification card) of retired members when accompanied by a sponsor. 

	As of August 13th, 2018, authorized veterans with a permanent service-connected disability rated as total or VA-100% Disabled Veteran.


Regarding the last bullet above, the primary regulation covering Space-A passenger transportation, DODI 4515.13, was updated on August 13, 2018. The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 introduced a policy change that provided eligibility for Veterans with a Permanent Service-connected Disability Rated as Total to compete for travel aboard Space-A passenger transportation, using surplus aircraft capacity.

These authorized veterans will be designated Space-A Travel Priority Category VI (6) with the authorization to travel in CONUS or directly between the CONUS and Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, and American Samoa (Guam and American Samoa travelers may transit Hawaii or Alaska); or traveling within Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, or the U.S. Virgin Islands. Veterans with a permanent service-connected disability rated as total must have a DD Form 2765, “Department of Defense/Uniformed Services Identification and Privilege Card (tan-colored).” This an example of how the Space-A rules and regulations are constantly changing.

One feature not covered in the above categories is the approved geographical travel segments. But they are listed in Table 3 in the DODI 4515.13. The approved geographical travel segments list the origin and destination combinations as follows:

C-C  CONUS to CONUS

O-O  OCONUS to OCONUS

C-O  CONUS to OCONUS

O-C  OCONUS to CONUS

CONUS stands for Continental United States meaning the 48 contiguous states in the U.S. OCONUS stands for Outside the Continental United States meaning overseas including Hawaii and Alaska. The reason this is important is that you may find you are eligible based on a certain situation but then you could be limited in how you can use Space-A travel. For example, a particular Category I circumstance includes “unaccompanied dependents of members of the uniformed services who are assigned and domiciled in the CONUS.” Travelers that are eligible under this situation can use Space-A travel from CONUS to OCONUS or OCONUS to CONUS but they are not allowed Space-A travel from CONUS to CONUS (domestic travel) or OCONUS to OCONUS.

If the process to determine your category and whether you can travel where you want to go is a bit confusing, do not worry. There are several options to help you determine whether you are eligible for Space-A travel and what your category is. You can simply contact any AMC terminal and they will help you with the eligibility determination and determining your correct category. You can also join several Facebook Space-A groups that have fellow Space-A travelers who are glad to help new Space-A travelers. More on that later.

Plan Route

After you have determined that you are eligible to use Space-A and you have found your category, it’s time to plan your actual trip. There are Space-A flights throughout the entire world, including military and commercial airports in the U.S.; but they may not be exactly where you live, or where you want to start your journey. Your departure point may not always be the closest location to you; there are other factors to consider. The primary factors will be whether there are available flights, whether the flights have available seats, and most importantly, is the flight going where you want to travel? We live near Washington D.C., and the closest airport with Space-A flights is Andrews Air Force Base. Unfortunately, Andrews only has limited flights and most of them do not go to where I want to fly. Thus, I have to cast out a wider net and consider other places like Dover Air Force Base in Delaware, Baltimore-Washington International Airport in Baltimore, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst in New Jersey, or even Naval Station Norfolk in Southeast Virginia.

Another consideration is how you are going to get to the airport? You may be able to take public transportation which means you will not need to worry about parking. This is especially important when flying from a commercial airport as the parking fees can really accumulate. Most military facilities will have free long-term parking available, although the parking lots may be some distance from the terminal. Always ensure you register your vehicle when parking on military installations to avoid being towed. And from practical experience, ensure that all lights are off in your vehicle so your battery doesn’t die before your return.

When deciding on your originating airport, make sure you research the flights that leave from that location. Most military airports will have a Facebook page that lists flight departures and arrivals up to 72 hours in advance. As part of your planning process, you can start to review airport Facebook pages before your trip to get an understanding of what type of flights leave from that airport. You can also call the terminal to ask about what type of flights normally leave from that particular location. Another possibility is to post a question about where you want to fly and to ask for suggestions on one of the many Space-A Facebook groups. Generally, you will receive several comments, and you may even find that someone recently completed a similar trip. Some Space-A internet resources will also list Space-A trip reports written by people that used Space-A to travel around the world. You can read about their experience; how they made it work and, if you search carefully, you might find a recent report that went to the location you are considering.

You may find that you live far away from an airport that has the flights you want to take. There are some options to consider. One option is to take a Space-A flight from close to your location to the Space-A airport that has the flights you want to take. Another option is to fly commercial or to take some other form of transportation to get to your desired Space-A airport. For instance, during one Space-A adventure, we left our vehicle at Dover AFB and flew to Ramstein, Germany. After touring Europe, we ended up in Rota, Spain, and caught a Space-A flight to San Diego, California. We reserved a one-way rental car from San Diego to Travis Air Force Base outside Fairfield, California, which is northeast of San Francisco. From there we eventually caught a Space-A flight back to Dover to pick up our vehicle.

You simply must have a certain level of flexibility when attempting to fly Space-A. Even after carefully planning your route, you may find out that Space-A is not cooperating with your plans. An example of this is when we drove the family from Washington D.C. to Dover AFB with the plan to fly to Germany and have a fun vacation. We knew there were several flights going to Germany in the next few days. But unfortunately, most of these flights were either canceled or didn’t have enough seats for the four of us. As I was burning up my vacation days (military leave), we followed our back-up plan and drove to Canada instead.

After determining which airport you plan to fly out of using Space-A, you also need to ensure that you can get back. Just like you researched the departure airport, you should also make the same effort to research the airport you plan to use to get back home. You may find out after arriving at your destination that there are no return flights available during the time you want to come home. For instance, when we landed in San Diego, we found out there was no open passenger terminal where we could ask about Space-A flights. That airport had very limited Space-A operations. After some research, we determined that leaving San Diego using Space-A would not happen in the next few days and we had to make other plans. There were several times during our overseas Space-A adventures that our only intent was to get back anywhere stateside so that at least we could avoid paying for international commercial airline tickets.

When planning your route, you also need to consider any holidays or heavy travel times. Some Space-A terminals will reduce the number of flights during certain holidays. There are also certain travel seasons where Space-A is heavily utilized like the beginning and end of summer for travel to Europe. Doing your research by contacting terminals, reading Space-A websites and using social media can help you determine whether you are going to be in heavy competition for limited Space-A seats. This is especially true if you are retired military in Category VI and competing with all the other Space-A travelers in higher categories.

Check Travel Documents

The one area that can complicate Space-A travel is not having the proper documentation. The most important document is your DoD identification (ID) card. Active duty military or DoD civilians will have Common Access Cards (CAC), retired military will have a blue or red DD Form 2 card, reserves (those who do not have a CAC) will have a green DD Form 2 card, and dependents will have tan DD Form 1173 card. Not having the proper documentation can prevent you from using Space-A.

You will want to have your AMC Form 140, Space Available Travel Request that shows that you requested Space-A travel. Most importantly, the request should have a marking that indicates the date and time that you submitted the form. This information will determine your priority within your travel category. The earlier you submitted your request, the higher your priority for getting a Space-A seat. If you submitted your AMC Form 140 online or even through an email, make sure you have a copy of the paperwork along with the date and time of when you submitted the request. We would always print out our travel request which was in the form of an email and it would contain the date and time of when the email was sent. Then, when we got to the passenger terminal, the staff would generally update our date and time if it was not correct in the system based on what we provided.

If you are traveling overseas you want to have a passport and a possible visa. The State Department handles U.S. passports which are valid for 10 years for those 16 years old and older. Some countries require that your passport is valid at least six months beyond the dates of your trip. The State Department also has an international travel website that contains helpful travel information such as a traveler’s checklist to find out about factors to consider before you go on your trip as well as safety and security information. The Country Information section of the website allows you to explore information regarding each country you plan to visit. The pages include travel advisory levels (1-4), vaccination requirements, fact sheets and also any tourist visa requirements. For example, Australia has a visa







	Name

	Rank/Grade

	Branch of Service

	Travel Status Category (1-6)

	Number of Seats Required

	List Names of any Dependents Traveling and Dependent Passport Type

	Email Address

	Leave Start and End Dates for Active Duty Only

	Departure Location

	Country Destination Choices (Select USA for CONUS Locations)

	Border Clearance Requirements












d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
THE
SPACE-A
BIBLE

= 1l
Free with






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





