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ROBYN HASN’T SPOKEN to Axel in weeks. She has no idea what she feels for him and she is terrified of what’s going on in her head and her heart. Malcolm’s death is still so fresh and she doesn’t know how to feel about moving on from him. 

But she misses Axel. 

Axel doesn’t know what to do. So he falls back into his old ways, drinking to try to forget about her and the emptiness that leaves his heart hurting.

He doesn’t want to live without her. 

Will Robyn be able to give her heart to him?

His heart wants nothing more. 

The heart wants what the heart needs, what the heart knows
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Chapter 1

Axel

––––––––
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FOR THE PAST TWO WEEKS I had thrown myself into work. Now that I wasn’t able to drown myself in alcohol all the time, work was the next best thing. I wasn’t a stranger to working myself to death to avoid thinking about things, either. 

And honestly, I didn’t want to drink myself into a stupor anymore. I was serious about the lifestyle changes I made when I got this new heart. I didn’t take such a miraculous gift for granted and was adamant about taking good care of it. 

But damned if I hadn’t wanted to throw back a couple of drinks over the past two weeks. I just couldn’t stop thinking about Robyn, and found she was always on my mind. All I wanted was to text her or to call her. There had been so many times I’d picked up my phone and started dialing her number, or started typing a text, only to erase it and put my phone away. 

Because she had told me she needed space, and time to think, so that was exactly what I was going to give to her. I needed her to have what she needed so that she could come to the right conclusions. To decide for herself what she wanted from life. And if she wanted me. 

The latter scared me because I kept thinking that maybe she wouldn’t want me at all. Maybe she was over the idea of having me around. This whole story of me having her dead husband’s heart was crazy in every way, and the fact that I felt something for her was crazier still. I could see where she wouldn’t want any part of that. 

There were nights that I lay there wondering if I’d made a mistake by going to look her up at all. Had I only made things worse by meeting her, by talking to her? 

No, that had been good. It was the sex that had fucked it all up, right? It was the fact that I had been unable to keep it in my pants. I’d wanted to be with her so badly and I hadn’t thought about what it might do to her, how it might affect her. But she was nothing like any other woman I’d ever been with, and that just made me all the more anxious and worried that she may have decided she didn’t want me.

I actually cared what she thought. A lot. 

This was killing me. If I hadn’t known any better I would have thought this was bordering on anxiety. Because I was tense about this, my muscles were tight, and I had to focus on relaxing. My stomach rolled with something close to panic when I thought about her never wanting to see me again. 

Like a man who had never been dumped before, like I couldn’t handle rejection. But I surely didn’t want to be rejected by this one. 

“Axel, you’re not even listening,” Holly said. 

I looked up at my sister who stood opposite the dining room table in my mom’s house, her eyes on my face, her expression frustrated. 

“I’m sorry,” I said. “Will you say it again? It’s about the new program, right?”

“I was asking if you wanted coffee,” my sister said flatly.

“Please,” I said. 

She made a face at me and walked to the kitchen. We were at my mom’s, working on the project Holly and I had started before my heart attack, and ran with once I’d gotten back on my feet. It was going so well, we were talking about expanding. 

“Where is your mind at tonight, Axel?” my mom asked. She sat at the dining room table, staying out of the way when it came to work, but joining in on the banter that my sister and I always engaged in. 

Lately, she wanted to be a part of everything. And why not? I had nearly died, and she wanted to see more of me. And I liked seeing more of her, too. I enjoyed how close our family was now that we saw so much more of each other. I regretted how badly our family had disintegrated fallen away, and how far I had let it slip before the incident. 

I was really grateful to have gotten a second chance to make it all right. 

“I’m just a little scattered,” I lied.

I was scattered, but not the way that I suggested. I didn’t want my mom or Holly to know that I was thinking about Robyn again. They knew nothing about what I felt or what had happened between us. 

When I had gone to Atlanta to meet the family of the man whose heart was in my chest, I hadn’t expected to meet someone like Robyn. My mom and sister knew that I had gone to meet her, and Holly had berated me for doing it in the first place. 

But I hadn’t told either of them about what happened when we met, that Robyn and I had slept together, or about the hurricane of emotions that followed. I hadn’t told them that something about her drew me like a magnet, or that for the first time since the transplant, I felt whole again. 

Because I knew that neither of them would understand. And it wasn’t to say that Robyn would even want to see me again, either. Which meant that if I told my family and she ended up turning me down, going through the emotional hell would be even worse. 

It was just better that they didn’t know. They would criticize me anyway. They would tell me I was wrong for putting Robyn through this. They wouldn’t understand that I wasn’t just putting her through it, but I’d put myself through it, too. 

“You’re working too hard,” my mom said. 

I shook my head. “I’m not killing myself off, mom.”

Holly returned with a tray loaded with three cups of coffee. 

“I made decaf,” she announced. 

“Can’t handle the real deal?” I asked with a grin. 

“It’s nine on a Monday night,” Holly said. “Aside from what you need with your new heart, if you have caffeine now you’ll be bouncing off the walls.”

I laughed and took my cup from Holly. “Aside from what I need for my new heart? Mom, you look so much like Holly.”

My mom laughed and Holly rolled her eyes. 

“Thanks, sis,” I said and took a sip. 

“I think it’s good that someone is looking after you,” my mom said. “This way, at least someone is.”

“I’m not neglecting myself, Mom,” I said. “Really, I’m looking after my health. You know I am.”

“You’re just working so hard, sweetheart,” my mom said. 

“Because things need to get done. We need to get this project up and running so we can help more people.”

Holly and I had started a non-profit company that offered business skills to people who didn’t have them. That way someone could create a new life, build up a company and start making money the way they deserved. There were far too many people out there who suffered merely because they didn’t have the tools to take care of themselves. It was my dream to equip them with the means to change their lives. 

Holly was totally on board with this. I had put her in charge of a large portion of the management and she was doing really well. She excelled in the position and had blossomed as a person because of it. Holly had never been underprivileged, but the fact that this was doing her so much good was a testament to exactly what we were doing here. 

Because even before we had the first program going, Holly had already shown me that this was exactly what we needed to put out there. She had been the first proof that it was working. 

We had to work hard to keep it going. Over the past year, it had grown into something so big, we’d had to get a lot more people involved, so we couldn’t afford to let it die.

“I just want you to focus on yourself once in a while, too,” my mom said. “Are you drinking enough water?”

I fought the urge to roll my eyes. “Yes, Mom. I’m making sure I eat and drink everything the doctor suggested.”

“But are you really? I know how much you like greasy food. And greasy food isn’t good for your heart. You don’t want clogged arteries.”

I glanced at Holly, who was sipping her coffee with a smirk.

“Since I stopped drinking, I don’t need the greasy food anymore,” I pointed out. “It was an attempt to sober up.”

My mom nodded but she wasn’t satisfied and I knew there was going to be more where that came from. But after a while, it had started to irritate me, since I was a full-grown man, capable of making my own decisions. Yes, I had fucked up in the past, I hadn’t made the best life choices. But I had paid a very heavy price for it, and had nearly lost my life. But I wasn’t planning on doing the same thing twice, especially not when I had been given such an amazing second chance. My mom didn’t have to worry about me throwing it all away.

Holly was the one who had told me that I just had to roll with it. My mom had reason to worry since she had almost lost her son. I couldn’t imagine what something like that must be like, and I knew that Holly was right. I had to accept that my mother would forever worry about me, pushing the little things like water and what my diet was like.

I had to remember that my family cared about me, that they wanted to see me safe and happy. And that filled me with warmth and gratitude.

“How about I get you a glass of water,” my mom said.

“I’m drinking coffee, Mom,” I said.

My mom nodded. “We can have the water afterward.”

She left the room to walk to the kitchen and I gave Holly an exasperated look.

Holly laughed. “You’ve got to love it, Axel. It’s more attention than any of your women ever gave you.”

“It wasn’t ever about attention,” I pointed out.

Holly pulled up her shoulders. “Maybe it should have been.”

I shook my head. I wasn’t going to get into this conversation with my sister. Her view on my conquests was different than mine and she had never understood what I’d been doing. And that was fine, I wasn’t planning on making her understand, because it was in the past. I didn’t feel the same about my life anymore. I wasn’t trying to escape, trying to forget, trying to ignore where I had come from and what I had been through as a child. Now, I was looking forward. I was doing what I needed to do to keep on living, and to make the most of this life I had been granted.

My mom returned from the kitchen with glass of water in hand. She put it on the table in front of me and patted me on the shoulder.

“Thanks, Mom,” I said.

“Can I make you something to eat?” she asked.

At that, I chuckled. We had already had supper, and I was definitely not hungry again.

“No, thanks, Mom. I’m still full.”

“Just a light salad,” my mom insisted.

I laughed and walked over to my mom, putting my arms around her and hugging her against me. She cared about me, and that would never go unnoticed. Nearly losing my life had been a very traumatic event for all of us, more so for my mother and sister than for me. I couldn’t be upset about my mother trying to help me, to make sure that I was all right. It was endearing, it was loving, and it was caring. And there was never a day in my life that I would reject things like that. I had learned not to take anything for granted, and the love and support from my family was one of the things that I would never turn down again.

“Maybe we should get back to work,” I said. “And you two don’t have to fuss over me so much. I know I have the heart of a strong man, now.”

Neither of them could say anything to that last comment. Holly had been very much against me going to Atlanta to find the family of the man who had died so that I could live. And usually, it was against protocol. The donor families were usually kept anonymous to protect everyone involved, and I could understand why that was necessary. Losing someone was a very traumatic thing, and I couldn’t see how it wouldn’t be painful for everyone to have to meet the people who had ended up with their organs. Getting an organ was
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