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    TO ABATE [əPbeIt]


    1) se calmer (syn. to subside, to die down) ; The storm finally abated. 2) baisser en intensité, diminuer ; The fighting continued, unabated by UN attempts at peaceful nego­tiation. Is there a way to abate racial conflict?


    f TO ABIDE BY [əPbaId] (syn. to respect)


    1) respecter (law, tradition) ; Abiding by tradition means respecting unwritten laws. (see comply) 2) to abide (syn. to bear) supporter ; We cannot abide such injustice.


    f ACCOUNT [əPkaVnt]


    1) rapport, compte rendu d’un événement ; His account of the murder was dubious. (see criticize) 2) accounts comptes ; accounting, accountancy comptabilité ; account­ant comptable ; bank account compte en banque 3) to account for expliquer, justifier ; It is impossible to account for this 40% loss. 4) to be accountable to sb for sth être responsable de, répondre de qch devant qn ; An independent worker is not accountable to a boss. accountability (syn. transparency) transparence 5) on account of à cause de ; I was unable to attend the dinner on account of / because of / due to a previous engagement. 6) to take into account tenir compte de ; Personal feelings must always be taken into account. to audit vérifier les comptes, faire un audit ; to do an audit.


    f ACCURATE [P{kjVrət] (ant. inaccurate)


    exact, correct, sans erreur dans le détail ; accurate figures, facts, information, de­scription ; Scientific reports must be both precise and accurate. Information provided by the media is not always accurate. The weather forecast was inaccurate. accuracy exactitude.


    f TO ACHIEVE [əPtʃi:v] (syn. to attain)


    atteindre un but ; It is often difficult to achieve our goals ; to achieve happiness, ­success, good results. achievement réussite, exploit (syn. success, feat) ; The eradication of smallpox (la vérole) in 1979 was one of the great achievements of the 20th century.


    TO ACKNOWLEDGE [əkPnɒlIdZ] (syn. to admit ; ant. to deny)


    admettre, avouer, reconnaître ; In the end, we had to acknowledge our error.


    f ACTUALLY [P{ktʃυəlI] (syn. in fact, really)


    en effet, effectivement, réellement ; I had my doubts when I first met him, but he’s ­actually a very nice person. ■ FF actuellement at the present time. (see relevant)


    ADAMANT [P{dəmənt] (syn. inflexible, unyielding)


    inflexible, catégorique (opinion, position) ; Ecologists take an adamant stand against GMOs (genetically modified organisms) ; to be adamant about sth, about doing sth ; être déterminé, insister sur qch ; MPs were adamant about reforming the prison ­system.


    f ADDICTION [əPdIkʃən]


    dépendance, accoutumance ; Drug addiction is a serious social problem. to be addicted to être dépendant de (drugs, habits) ; drug addict [P{dIkt] toxicomane ; video games ­addict « accro » des jeux vidéos (see hooked on). substance abuse abus de substances toxiques ; opiates opiacés (dérivés d’opium).


    f TO ADDRESS [əPdres]


    1) s’adresser à ; to address a public 2) aborder une question, un problème ; European governments are obliged to address the immigration issue.


    f TO ADVERTISE [P{dvətaIz]


    faire de la publicité. an advertisement [US P{dvətaIzmənt GB adPvÆ:tIsmənt] (US an ad ; GB an advert [P{dvÆ:t]) une réclame, une publicité. advertis­ing [P{dvətaIzIŋ] la publicité ; an advertising campaign une campagne publicitaire. a commercial publicité à la ­télévision. ■ FF un commercial a sales person.


    f TO ADVISE [ədPvaIz]


    conseiller ; They were advised not to drive by night on account of icy roads. advice [ədPvəIs] des conseils (uncountable : a piece of advice) ; The consultant gave us (some) good ­advice, a good piece of advice. an advisor un conseiller.


    f TO ADVOCATE [P{dvəkeIt] (syn. to support, to favor ; ant. to oppose)


    plaider en faveur de, être partisan de ; France did not advocate invading Iraq in 2003. to advocate for plaider activement, être défenseur, champion d’une cause ; to advocate for animal rights. an advocate [P{dvəkIt] un partisan ; France was never an advocate of the war. ■ FF avocat lawyer US, solicitor, barrister GB. (see law)


    f AFFLUENT [P{flVənt] (syn. rich, prosperous, wealthy)


    abondant, riche ; the affluent society la société d’abondance ; to rise to affluence ­parvenir à la fortune ; Affluence refers to material wealth.


    f TO AFFORD [əPfɔ:d]


    1) avoir les moyens d’acheter qch ; Most of the world’s population can’t afford to eat meat. (see means) 2) se permettre de faire qch ; We can’t afford to refuse his offer.


    f TO AGREE [əPgri:] (ant. to disagree)


    1) consentir, accepter de faire quelque chose ; to agree to do sth / on doing sth / with sb, sth / to agree that… The two parties agreed to negotiate an agreement / on ­negotiating… ; they agreed that it would be wise to negotiate… 2) être d’accord (avec) ; I agree with you, that’s an excellent idea. to disagree ne pas être d’accord ; 
I disagree with you, it’s not a good idea. They disagree about / on the details of the contract. an agreement (syn. an accord) un accord. a disagreement.


    AILING [PeIlIŋ]


    défaillant, en mauvaise santé ; an ailing industry. to ail être souffrant, en mauvaise santé. ailment affection. disease maladie grave (persons). (see heal)


    f AIM [eIm] (syn. goal, object, objective)


    but, objectif ; Our aim is to raise $2M for research. to aim at / for / to do sth viser qch, avoir qch comme but ; He aimed his rifle at the ­pigeon. This book aims to help you read the newspapers. We’re aiming for a big contract. (see purpose)


    AIR [eə*]


    1) airplane, (aeroplane) aircraft avion ; aircraft carrier porte-avions ; airstrip, landing strip piste d’atterrissage 2) airtight hermétique ; on the air sur les ondes. (see broadcast)






    ALIEN [PeIljən] (syn. foreign, a foreigner) ▶


    étranger ; alien peoples, races, ideas, an alien ­environment. to be alien to être étranger, opposé à ; Tyranny is alien to ­western thinking. aliéné mad, ­insane. (see flee)
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    TO ALLAY [əPleI] (syn. to calm, to abate)


    calmer, apaiser ; to allay fears, suspicions ; The presidential candidate allayed the public’s fears of a recession.


    f TO ALLEGE [əPledZ]


    alléguer, prétendre ; the alleged assassin l’assassin présumé. allegedly prétendument, soi-disant ; Oswald allegedly shot Kennedy from the roof of a building across the street. Oswald aurait tiré sur Kennedy du toit d’un immeuble en face.


    TO ALLEVIATE [əPli:vIeIt] (syn. to relieve, to ease)


    soulager, alléger ; What can be done to alleviate the stress on young people?


    f AMAZING [əPmeIzIŋ] (syn. astonishing)


    stupéfiant, étonnant ; A child’s capacity to absorb is amazing. to be amazed at / by sth être étonné ; I was amazed at how fast he learned English. surprising surprenant.


    f AMOUNT [əPmaVnt]


    quantité, montant, somme ; Large amounts of money have been spent on security. to amount to (syn. to come to) revenir à ; China’s foreign trade amounted to over a ­trillion dollars last year. How you organize your time amounts to a question of priorities.


    ANXIOUS [P{ŋkʃəs]


    1) to be anxious (about sth) être anxieux, angoissé (à propos de qch) ; Flying makes me anxious. The students were anxious about their exams. 2) to be anxious to do sth être impatient, désireux de faire qch ; People who do volunteer work are anxious to help others (see eager). anxiety [{ŋPzaIətI] angoisse, anxiété.


    f TO BE APPALLED [əPpɔ:ld] AT, BY (syn. horrified)


    être consterné, épouvanté ; The jury was appalled by the killer’s cold-blooded 
account of his act. appalling épouvantable, consternant, navrant ; appalling ignorance.


    f TO APPEAL TO [əPpi:l]


    1) faire appel à (syn. to call on) ; The minister appealed to the farmers to support his agricultural policy. 2) attirer l’attention, plaire à ; A charismatic candidate appeals to the public. Does English poetry appeal to you? appealing, attractive séduisant ; Nothing is quite as appealing as a pastry shop window.


    APPLIANCE [əPplaIəns]


    appareil, dispositif ; household appliance appareil ménager ; Nowadays, we save ­electricity by turning off appliances and not leaving them on standby. (see device)


    f TO APPLY TO … FOR [əPplaI]


    poser sa candidature (job, school, scholarship) ; Which schools are you applying to? It’s unusual to get the first job you apply for. candidate, applicant (job, scholarship, etc.) candidat. to send in an application envoyer sa candidature ; Have you sent in your ­application?


    APPOINTMENT [əPpɔIntmənt]


    1) rendez-vous (syn. date) ; prendre rendez-vous to make an appointment 2) nomination, désignation, affectation ; to appoint sb to a job désigner qn à un poste ; In the US, Supreme Court judges are appointed by the President for life. Ambassador to France is a much sought-after ­appointment. C’est un poste très recherché. (see assign, nominate)


    f TO APPROVE OF [əPpru:v] (ant. to disapprove of)


    approuver ; Personally, I don’t approve of what you just said. approval, ­disapproval approbation, désapprobation. to approve a law entériner, valider.


    f TO BE APT TO [{pt] (syn. to be likely to ; to be liable to)


    1) avoir tendance à, être susceptible de ; Be gentle with that cat, she’s apt to react ­violently if she doesn’t know you. Take an umbrella, it’s apt to rain. 2) to be apt être approprié, pertinent, juste ; an apt remark 3) to be apt (at) être capable, apte, intelligent ; an apt student, apt at drawing. ■ Sometimes a FF Careful what you say, he’s apt to be offended. Il pourrait s’offenser.


    f AREA [PeərIə]


    1) superficie, surface ; The main room has an area of 120 square meters. 2) territoire, région (syn. region) ; Ben works in the Toulouse area. 3) domaine (syn. field) ; an area / field of research.


    f TO ARGUE [Pɑ:gju:]


    1) se disputer avec qn, à propos de qch ; “Argue” sounds exactly like “are you” with a “g” in the middle. I argued with my father about whom to vote for. 2) to argue (that) raisonner, argumenter, soutenir que (syn. contend / claim that) ; The EU President argued in favor of support to Ukraine. arguable [Pɑ:gju:əbl], ­debatable discutable ; a moot point un point discutable.


    f TO ARISE (arose, arisen) [əPraIz, əPrəVz, əPrIzn] (syn. to come up)


    (intr.) survenir, se poser, apparaître ; difficulties, problems, violence, conflicts arise. This problem has arisen in the past. (see to raise a problem)


    ARMS [ɑ:mz] (syn. weapons)


    armes, armements. arms sales vente d’armes. arms race course aux armements ; to be, to rise up in arms against sth faire une levée de bouclier contre qch ; People were up in arms against the new immigration laws. the army l’armée. disarmament désarmement. arms decommissioning mise hors service des armes. militia ­milice.


    f TO AROUSE [əPraVz] (syn. to provoke, to excite ; ant. to inhibit)


    provoquer, éveiller (feelings, desires, conflict) ; Internet offers that seem too good to be true should arouse our suspicions. Success often arouses jealousy.


    ARRAIGNMENT [ə'reInmənt] 


    accusation devant la cour ; The two men were arrested for felony and arraigned before the court. felony ['feləni:] crime (see indict).


    ARRAY [əPreI]


    étalage, éventail, collection ; The law includes a wide array of tax reductions for start-ups (see break) ; a shocking array of stolen jewels. A fine array of clothes. disarray désordre, désarroi.


    ASSEMBLY LINE [əPsemblI laIn]


    chaîne de montage (see convey, production) ; to assemble assembler, se rassembler (people). A crowd of protesters assembled in front of the embassy. to automate automatiser ; voitures autonomes self-driving cars.


    f TO ASSERT [əPsÆ:t] (syn. to affirm)


    déclarer, affirmer, soutenir que ; NATO asserted its intention to provide additional weapons if necessary. to assert oneself s’affirmer ; People who are naturally reserved must learn to assert themselves. to be assertive savoir s’affirmer.


    f TO ASSESS [əPses] (syn. to evaluate)


    évaluer, estimer ; The situation was assessed as hopeless. The origin of the verb “assess” is the French “Cour d’assises”. assessment évaluation.


    ASSET [P{set]


    1) avantage dont on peut tirer profit ; Her main asset is a sharp sense of business. 2) bien, avoir, capital ; The company’s assets are mainly in shares (actions). assets and liabilities l’actif et le passif. (see liable)


    ASSIGNMENT [əPsaInmənt]


    mission ; a government assignment ; devoir ; a homework assignment. to assign sb a task confier une tâche, une mission à qn. to assign sb a room attribuer une salle. to assign sb to a case, a mission affecter qn à une affaire, une mission (assignation à comparaître see subpoena).


    f TO ASSUME [əPsju:m] (syn. to suppose, to presume, to surmise)


    1) supposer, présumer ; I assume what you say is true. assumption supposition, hypothèse 2) assumer (syn. to take on) ; to assume responsibility, duties, a role in public life.


    ASTOUNDING [əPstaVndIŋ] (syn. astonishng, staggering)


    stupéfiant ; Children’s capacity for imagination can be truly astounding. to be astounded by être stupéfait par ; We were astounded by the candidate’s ignorance of fact.


    TO GO ASTRAY [əPstreI] (syn. to get lost)


    s’égarer ; One of my bags went astray at the airport. to stray from s’égarer de ;
I believe you’re slightly straying from the truth! stray dog chien perdu, abandonné.


    f TO ATTAIN [əPteIn] (syn. to reach, to achieve)


    atteindre, accéder à ; If you learn all these words, you’ll have attained a good level of vocabulary.


    f TO ATTEMPT [əPtempt] (syn. to try)


    essayer, tenter de faire ; We attempted to persuade Sarah to study medicine. assassination/bombing attempt tentative d’assassinat, attentat à la bombe. (■ FF see tentative)
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    f TO ATTEND [əPtend]


    1) assister à ; Will you be attending tomorrow’s meeting? 2) to attend to (syn. to tend to) s’occuper de ; I’ll attend to your plane ticket. (see witness assister à un événement)


    TO AUCTION (OFF) [Pɔ:kʃən]


    vendre aux enchères ; auction vente aux enchères ; When collectors die, their collections of books, paintings, stamps, etc. are often auctioned off. Businesses can also be sold by auction.


    AUSPICIOUS [ɔ:PspIʃəs] 
(syn. promising ; ant. ominous)


    de bon augure, prometteur ; We always take good weather for an auspicious sign. The future looks promising.



    f AVAILABLE [əPveIləbl] ▶


    disponible ; Not a single taxi was available so we had to walk all the way! availability [əveIləPbIlətI] disponibilité. to avail oneself of (syn. to take advantage of) saisir l’occasion ; One should avail oneself of every opportunity to learn. of (to) no avail futile ; His plea for mercy was of (to) no avail.
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    f AVERAGE [P{vrIdZ]


    moyen ; on (the) average en moyenne ; the average lifespan la durée de vie moyenne ; the average (syn. the mean) la moyenne ; Thanks to the hardworking students (and ­teachers…), our class average was the highest in the school.


    f TO BE AVERSE TO [əPvÆ:s] (syn. to be against)


    être contre, répugner à faire qch ; Nonetheless, by mid February, no one was averse to a ski holiday. aversion (syn. dislike) aversion ; adverse opinion, report opinion, ­rapport défavorable.


    f TO AVERT [əPvÆ:t] (syn. to avoid, to stave off)


    prévenir, éviter, détourner ; We must act immediately to avert catastrophic climate change. (see hijack, deter)


    f TO AVOID [əPvɔId]


    1) éviter qch, de faire qch ; to avoid war, to avoid going to war 2) éviter à qn de faire qch ; to avoid sb doing sth, to save sb the trouble of doing sth ; We worked late to avoid him coming in early / to save him the trouble of coming in early. (see eschew, Journalese)


    f TO AWARD [əPwɔ:d]


    décerner, attribuer un prix, une bourse ; In 2023, the Nobel Prize for literature was awarded to the Norwegian novelist Jon Fosse. award prix. reward récompense.


    f AWARE [əPweə*] (syn. conscious ; ant. unaware)


    conscient, informé, au courant ; Are you aware of the dangers of eating processed foods? J’ignorais cela. to be wary of se méfier de (see beware) awareness (prise de) conscience ; to raise awareness / to sensitize sensibiliser ; The films of Ken Loach raise public awareness of / sensitize the public to social injustice. (see woke, Journalese)


    f AWE [ɔ:]


    sentiment de respect mêlé de crainte et d’admiration ; The small child was in awe of his father. awesome [Pɔ:səm] impressionnant, imposant ; It was an awesome performance and the audience was greatly moved. (n.b. : Today, awesome is often used in informal language to mean « sensationnel », « fantastique ».)


    f AWFUL [Pɔ:fəl] (syn. terrible, horrible)


    affreux ; It was an awful show and nearly everyone left before the end. awfully [Pɔ:flI] 1) très mal ; The hero sang awfully. 2) terriblement, extêmement ; We were awfully / terribly ­disappointed by the show. That sounds awfully strange.


    f AWKWARD [Pɔ:kwəd]


    1) maladroit (syn. clumsy) ; Peter was full of charm, but awkward with words. Women often feel awkward in someone else’s kitchen. 2) mal à propos, embarrassant, gênant (syn. ­uncomfortable) ; The resignation of four Cabinet members left the Prime Minister in an awkward situation.


    TO GO AWRY [əPraI] (syn. to go askew)


    aller de travers ; “Awry” rhymes with “why”and comes from the word “wry” (tordu) ; a wry smile un sourire ironique. Our plans went awry for lack of organization.


    B


    f TO BACK [b{k] (syn. to support)


    soutenir, appuyer (candidate, policy) ; Our candidate was not backed by a majority ; to have someone’s back avoir le soutien de quelqu’un.


    TO BACK DOWN, OUT


    revenir sur ses engagements, se dérober ; We haven’t signed the contract yet. We can still back down / out. He backed down / out at the last minute.


    TO BACK UP


    1) faire marche arrière (voiture) ; to back up a car 2) soutenir, appuyer, épauler ; In an essay or dissertation, you back up your arguments with examples. If anything goes wrong, we’ll back you up. 3) sauvegarder (syn. save) ; Don’t forget to back up your notes.


    f TO BACKFIRE [Pb{kʃaIə]


    faire un raté (moteur), échouer (fig.), avoir l’effet inverse que prévu ; The tractor back­fired and set fire to the grass. A democratic revolution will backfire if the institutions behind it are weak. Be careful, or your ambitions may backfire on you! (see blow)


    f BACKGROUND [Pb{kgraVnd]


    1) arrière-plan ; Averse to publicity, he chose to remain in the background of political life. 2) milieu ; Sue comes from a working-class background. 3) documentation, contexte ; Could you give us some background on the case? 4) expérience ; What’s your background in marketing?


    f BACKLASH [Pb{kl{ʃ] (syn. blowback)


    retour de bâton, contrecoup ; Climate change is the backlash of our ambition to control nature. to lash frapper, fouetter ­violemment ; to lash out at / against critiquer fortement (fig.) ; The opposition lashed out against the government’s economic policy. (see whip) ; unexpected consequences effets pervers.


    BACKWARD [Pb{kwəd] (ant. forward)


    1) en arrière, à la traîne ; Young people often accuse their parents of having backward ideas. 2) retardé, arriéré ; a backward country.


    TO BADGER [Pb{dZə*] (syn. to nag, to harass)


    harceler qn jusqu’à ce qu’il fasse qch ; He felt he’d been badgered into accepting a job he didn’t want. (see bludgeon, harass)


    TO BE BAFFLED [Pb{fld] (syn. confused, puzzled, confounded)


    être dérouté, confus ; Scientists are baffled by the complexity of the virus. baffling déroutant, déconcertant ; baffling behavior.


    BAIL [beIl]


    caution ; to free sb on bail mettre qn en liberté provisoire sous caution ; to bail sb out (of jail) ­libérer qn en payant une caution. to bail out a company, bank, etc ; renflouer. ■ FF un bail a lease ; bailleur de fonds backer, sponsor.


    TO BAIT [beIt] (syn. to lure)


    1) leurrer, appâter ; We were baited by an Internet fraud promising a free tablet. 2) provoquer, tourmenter, harceler ; Schoolchildren can be cruel, and are apt to bait a child who is different from the others. (see bludgeon, bully)


    BALANCE [Pb{ləns] (syn. equilibrium ; ant. imbalance, disequilibrium)


    équilibre, aplomb ; balance of power équilibre des forces ; trade balance balance commerciale ; to pay the balance payer le solde ; to strike a balance trouver le juste milieu ; balance sheet bilan ; to balance the budget équilibrer le budget ; a well-balanced ­person une personne bien équilibrée.


    TO BALK [bɔ:k]


    hésiter, résister, refuser de faire qch, regimber ; Some countries continue to balk at reducing carbon emissions. (see reluctant)


    f TO BAN [b{n] (syn. to forbid)


    interdire, proscrire (à l’échelle sociale) ; Efforts have been made to ban pornography on the net. Smoking is now banned in cafés and restaurants. a ban une interdiction.


    BANE [beIn]


    fléau, poison, source d’irritation, de mal ; Artificial Intelligence is likely to become the bane of our future lives. (see plague, scourge)


    TO BANK ON (SOMETHING) [Pb{ŋk]


    compter sur (qch) ; Right now, I wouldn’t bank on their winning the election. Don’t bank on it. Ne compte pas dessus.


    f TO GO BANKRUPT [Pb{ŋkröpt] (syn. to go under, to go bust)


    faire faillite ; During the dot-com bubble, a lot of small companies and even big ones went bankrupt / went under / went bust. bankruptcy la faillite.


    f TO BAR [bɑ:*]


    1) exclure, empêcher ; to bar sth ; to bar sb from doing sth ; Women were barred from most English universities until the mid-20th century. to bar the way barrer la route ; to bar the way / the path to peace 2) sauf, excepté ; Bar (barring) a snowstorm, the plane will leave on time. 3) the bar le barreau (droit). (see law)


    BARE [beə*]


    dénudé, dépouillé ; The countryside is bare in winter ; the bare necessities of life le strict nécessaire ; the truth laid bare la vérité enfin révélée ; a bare living à peine de quoi vivre. barely (syn. scarcely, hardly) à peine ; Many students have barely enough to live on. barren [Pb{rIn] stérile, improductif. (see naked, nude)


    f TO BARGAIN [Pbɑ:gIn]


    marchander ; One often bargains in a flea market or when making a deal. a bargain une bonne affaire (achat) ; bargain prices prix avantageux ; to make / strike / cut a bargain / a deal conclure un marché ; collective bargaining négociations pour une convention collective de travail. to negotiate négocier. to haggle [Ph{gl] marchander, chicaner sur un prix ; You don’t haggle over £5 when you spend £5000! to barter, swap faire un échange, un troc. (see ombudsman)


    f BASIC [PbeIsIk] (syn. fundamental)


    1) de base, fondamental ; Corruption was the basic cause for the collapse of the gov­ernment. Remember to pronounce bay-sick and not bay-zik. 2) basically à la base, fondamentalement ; Something is basically wrong. 3) basis base ; on the basis of à partir de ; on the basis of this example, we can see that… (see knowledge, found)


    BATCH [b{tʃ]


    fournée, lot, paquet, tas ; Serious defects have been noted in the latest batch of goods. a bunch [böntʃ] of grapes une grappe de raisins ; a bunch of flowers un ­bouquet de fleurs. bundle paquet ou quantité de choses attachées ensemble ; product bundling marketing strategy that consists of selling several products as one combined ­product.


    TO BEAR (bore, borne) [beə*, bɔ:*, bɔ:n]


    1) supporter ; I cannot bear such pretentiousness. bearable, unbearable supportable, insupportable 2) rapporter (syn. yield) ; It’s an investment that should bear fruit. 
3) to bear up ne pas se laisser abattre ; to bear up under pressure 4) bear in mind ne pas oublier ; We must always bear in mind that we are mortal.


    TO BEAT (beat, beaten or beat) [bi:t, bi:tn]


    1) battre, frapper ; Never beat an animal! 2) vaincre ; We beat our competitors. upbeat, downbeat 1) tendance vers le haut / bas ; an upbeat trend in sales 2) optimiste, pessimiste ; an upbeat / downbeat mood. to batter frapper, rouer de coups, martyriser ; Our team was battered in the finals. battered women femmes battues.


    ON BEHALF OF [bIPhɑ:f] (syn. for, in the name of)


    de la part de, au nom de ; The young soldier spoke on behalf of his dead comrades.


    f BEHAVIOR [bIPheIvjə*]


    comportement(s), usually singular ; des comportements étranges strange behavior ; ­Behave yourself! Soyez sage! to behave with elegance se comporter avec élégance.


    BELEAGUERED [bIPli:gəd] (syn. besieged)


    assiégé ; Beleaguered by debt, the company went bankrupt.


    TO BEND (bent, bent) [bend, bent]


    1) se courber, se pencher, fléchir ; bend over se pencher ; an unbending attitude une attitude inflexible (see adamant) 2) to be bent on être résolu de faire qch ; to be bent on revenge 3) to bend over backwards se plier en quatre ; Sally was too generous, she would bend over backwards for friends.


    TO benefit from (syn. profit from)


    1) bénéficier de ; We hope you’ll benefit from this book! unemployment benefits ­allocations (de) chômage. to be on benefits recevoir des allocations, prestations (see entitlement) 2) to benefit sb, sth faire du bien à qn, qch ; A good night’s sleep and a little less stress ­benefits everyone I know.


    BENEVOLENT [bIPnevələnt]


    bienveillant, plein de bonté, charitable ; a benevolent smile un sourire bienveillant ; a ­benevolent association une association de bienfaisance. ■ Sometimes a FF travail bénévole volunteer, voluntary, benevolent work.


    TO BE BESET BY, WITH [bIPset] (syn. to be plagued by)


    être assailli, accablé par (problems, doubts) ; Many western farmers have been beset by poverty : increased productivity means that fewer farmers are needed, so the less efficient cannot survive.


    TO BESTOW [bIPstəV]


    accorder, conférer ; Patrons of the arts bestow gifts on museums. endowment, gift, bestowal octroi, dotation. to endow [ənPdaV] doter. (see heir, will, patron)


    f TO BET (bet) [bet, bet] (syn. to wager)


    parier ; I bet he won’t win the next election. a bet un pari. (see gamble)


    f TO BETRAY [bIPtreI] (ant. to be loyal, faithful, true to)


    1) trahir ; One should never betray one’s ideals. 2) révéler ; His behavior betrays an ambition for power. betrayal trahison.


    TO BEWARE OF [bIPweə*] (syn. to be wary of)


    se méfier de, être sur ses gardes (“beware” is used only in infinitive and imperative forms, not conjugated) ; We have not yet learned to beware of demagogues. We must beware / be wary of Internet scams.


    f BEWILDERED [bIPwIldəd] (syn. confused, puzzled)


    désorienté, dérouté ; We were bewildered by conflicting reports of the accident.
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    f BIAS [PbaIəs] (syn. slant, prejudice)


    inclination, tendance, parti pris ; Employers have been accused of having a racial bias when hiring new staff. biased qui n’est pas impartial ; That editorial is obviously ­biased in favor of the big corporations. tendentious tendancieux. (see slant, skew)


    TO BICKER [PbIkə*] (syn. to quibble, to squabble)


    se chamailler ; All this bickering over details is useless. to quarrel se disputer.


    f TO BID (bid or bade, bidden) [bId, beId, bIdn]


    1) to bid, make a bid for faire une offre ; When a large company wants to buy a ­smaller one, it makes a bid for it. takeover bid offre publique d’achat, OPA 2) ordonner, enjoindre ; They did as they were bidden.


    f BILL [bIl]


    1) projet de loi ; to draw up a bill (syn. to draft) rédiger un projet de loi ; draft brouillon, projet de loi 2) facture, addition ; Have you paid the phone bill yet? 3) billet de banque : a $10 bill ; GB a £5 note 4) poster, billboard panneau d’affichage (syn. hoarding gb).


    TO BIND (bound) [baInd, baVnd]


    lier, unir ; a binding agreement ; European countries are bound by a common market. to be in a bind être dans une situation difficile ; When you’re in a bind, you don’t know what to do. bonds 1) (syn. ties) liens ; Exchange studies create bonds of friendship between students and between countries. to bond créer des liens forts. bondage servitude, esclavage 2) bons, obligations. to issue a bond émettre un titre.


    BINGE [bIndZ] (syn. spree, fling)


    (inf.) faire qch à l’excès ; to go on a (spending, shopping, drinking) binge. to binge on They binged on gin and vodka all night and were sick the next morning.


    BISHOP [PbIʃəp]


    évêque ; archbishop [Pɑ:tʃbIʃəp] archevêque ; priest [pri:st] prêtre ; preacher [Ppri:tʃə*], clergyman [klÆ:dZImən] pasteur ; nun [nön] religieuse ; parish [Pp{rIʃ] paroisse ; rabbi [Pr{baI] rabbin. (see zeal)


    f TO BLACKMAIL [Pbl{kmeIl]


    faire du chantage ; The woman was blackmailed into keeping quiet. blackmail chantage.


    f BLAST [blɑ:st] (syn. explosion)


    explosion ; The blast shattered the windows. blast-off (syn. takeoff) lancement d’un véhicule spatial.


    BLATANT [PbleItənt] 
(syn. outright, glaring, flagrant)


    criant, flagrant ; Keeping people in prison without proof of their guilt is a blatant ­injustice ; a blatantly dysfunctional government. (see glare)


    TO BLAZE [bleIz]


    1) flamber, flamboyer (fire, thing), s’emporter (person, fig.) ; The fire blazed all night ; Fred blazed into anger. 2) to blaze a path, a trail frayer un chemin, innover. trailblazing ­innovateur. (see novel)


    f BLEAK [bli:k]

    (syn. gloomy, dreary, dismal ; ant. bright)


    désolé, désert, sombre, peu prometteur ; When you feel depressed, the world looks bleak. Prospects for economic recovery look bleak.
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    TO BLEED (bled) [bli:d, bled]


    saigner ; blood [blöd] le sang ; bloodshed / bloodletting effusion de sang.


    TO BLEND [blend] (syn. to mix, to combine)


    mélanger, allier. a blend, a mixture un mélange ; An artist is often a blend of wisdom and naïveté. (see conflate)


    TO BLESS [bles] (ant. to curse [kÆ:s] jeter un sort)


    bénir ; blessing bénédiction ; blessed [PblesId] bienheureux, saint ; “Bless you!” « à vos souhaits ! » ■ FF blesser to wound [wu:nd]. (see wound)


    BLIZZARD [PblIzəd]


    tempête de neige (also fig.) ; A blizzard of shots rang out. On entendit une rafale de coups.


    BLOCK [blɒk]


    1) bloc ; block of flats (GB) apartment house / building (US) immeuble résidentiel ; office block (GB) / office building (US) immeuble de bureaux ; condominium appartements en copropriété ; tower block / high-rise tour ; two blocks away (US) deux rues plus loin ; 2) to block prices bloquer les prix (see to freeze) ; blockade blocus, barrage.


    TO BLOW (blew, blown) [bləV, blu:, bləVn]


    souffler ; A warm wind was blowing. a blow un coup ; Failure is always a blow to one’s pride. blow-out (GB puncture) éclatement de pneu. blowback (syn. backlash)


    TO BLOW OVER (syn. to abate, to subside)


    calmer, s’apaiser ; It is doubtful that the conflict will blow over without severe ­repercussions on the population.


    f TO BLOW UP (syn. to explode)


    exploser, faire exploser, s’emporter contre qn ; The plane blew up as it was taking off. The bomb blew up the embassy’s main offices. Bill blew up when he realized we’d been cheated. full-blown true, veritable, total ; A.I. promises a full-blown crisis before long.


    TO BLUDGEON [PblödZən]


    matraquer, forcer la main à qn (fig.) ; Many employees felt they had been bludgeoned into accepting the agreement. bludgeon matraque. (see bully)


    BLUNDER [Pblöndə*] (syn. error, mistake)


    faute, gaffe ; It was a diplomatic blunder to raise the question of political prisoners at that time. to blunder faire une gaffe. slip-up gaffe, cafouillage.


    BLUNT [blönt]


    1) émoussé, mal taillé (ant. sharp) ; a blunt pencil 2) être brusque, direct, sans mâcher ses mots ; to give a blunt answer (syn. to be outspoken [person], to the point) ; to ans­wer bluntly, to the point, to be outspoken.


    TO BLUR [blÆ:*]


    brouiller, estomper ; Our vision was blurred by the heavy fog. It’s just a lot of talk in the aim of blurring the facts. (see fuzzy, hedge, tamper)


    BOARD [bɔ:d]


    1) planche 2) comité, conseil ; Board of Directors Conseil d’Administration ; Board of Trade (GB) ministère du Commerce (see trust) 3) above board ouvert, honnête ; Business must be run above board. 4) across the board systématiquement, à tous les niveaux ; Management promised a 3% raise across the board.


    TO BOAST [bəVst]


    se vanter, être fier de posséder qch ; Parents love to boast about their children. Paris boasts beautiful bridges. to brag [br{g] se targuer.


    TO BODE [bəVd] (syn. to portend)


    présager, augurer, annoncer ; Recent uprisings bode ill for the government. foreboding pressentiment ; I had a foreboding their marriage wouldn’t work out.


    TO BE, GET BOGGED DOWN [bɒgd]


    s’embourber, s’enliser ; to get bogged down in detail, in work. bog marécage.


    BOLD [bəVld] (ant. timid)


    audacieux, hardi ; to make a bold analysis of a situation. to embolden enhardir.


    f TO BOLSTER [PbəVlstə*] (syn. to strengthen, to brace up)


    soutenir, renforcer ; It is hoped that more private enterprise will provide employment and bolster the economy. to boost 1) hausser, faire monter (syn. to put up, to push up) ; to boost prices, production 2) donner du tonus, de l’élan (syn. to spur) ; to boost the economy, the morale (see shore up). a boon [bu:n] une aubaine.


    TO BOUNCE [baVns]


    rebondir ; to bounce back revenir à l’état normal ; Once it sinks into a recession, it takes a while for the economy to bounce back ; a bad / bounced check chèque sans provision.


    f TO BE BOUND [baVnd]


    1) to be bound to do sth être presque sûr de faire qch (syn. very likely) ; He’s bound to vote against such a law. 2) to be bound up in être plongé dans ; She’s bound up in her work. 3) to be bound by duty, law être tenu ; Divorced parents are bound by law to pay child support. 4) to be bound for être en route pour ; bound for disaster ; westward bound en route vers l’Ouest.


    BOUNDS [baVndz]


    limites, frontière ; within the bounds of possibility dans les limites du possible ; out of bounds / reach hors de portée. boundary, border frontière entre deux pays ; borderline case cas limite ; to push back the frontiers of science.


    to bow (down) to [baV] (syn. to defer to)


    s’incliner devant, se soumettre à ; to bow (down) to sb’s wishes, opinion. to kow-tow to courber l’échine devant qn, se prosterner. to bow out tirer sa révérence ; to bow out of public life.


    TO BRACE (UP) [breIs] (syn. to bolster, to strengthen)


    soutenir, renforcer, revigorer ; After the scandal, the bank had to be braced up by a cash input from the state. brace ­support. Brace up! Courage ! (see buoy)


    BRACKET [Pbr{kIt]


    1) groupe, tranche ; high-income bracket tranche à revenu élevé 2) parenthèse ; Additional or special information, such as phonetics, is placed inside brackets.


    f TO BRAKE [breIk] (syn. to curb, to curtail)


    freiner, ralentir ; to brake inflation. a brake (car, motor) un frein ; to put a brake on sth.


    f BRANCH [brɑ:ntʃ]


    1) succursale ; Carrefour recently withdrew its Moscow branch. 2) to branch out étendre ses activités ; From producing soaps, they branched out into perfumes and cosmet­ics. 3) to branch off bifurquer ; The road branches off after the village.


    f BRAND (name) [br{nd]


    1) marque ; a brand of detergent 2) brand image image de marque (see trade) 3) to brand sb marquer, accuser, qualifier de ; to be branded a liar 4) brand-new flambant neuf.


    BREACH [bri:tʃ] (syn. violation)


    manquement aux devoirs, infraction, rupture de contrat ; to breach a promise, a law, a contract ; breach of human rights violation des droits de l’homme. (see gap)


    BREAK [breIk]


    1) rupture, pause ; a break in relations, a coffee break 2) chance, veine ; to give sb a break laisser à qn sa chance ; She got her first break in a film by Stephen Frears. Elle a percé dans un film de… 3) tax breaks réductions d’impôt (see shelter).


    f TO BREAK DOWN (broke, broken) [breIk, brəVk, brəVkən]


    tomber en panne ; Computer networks often break down. breakdown panne ; ­nervous breakdown dépression nerveuse. (see fail)



    TO BREAK EVEN (syn. to clear expenses)


    rentrer dans ses frais ; A company rarely breaks even in its first year.


    f TO BREAK INTO (syn. to burglarize, to burgle)


    entrer par effraction ; Thieves broke into the house and stole all the valuables.
burglary cambriolage. to plunder (syn. loot) piller.


    TO BREAK OFF (syn. to cut off, to sever)


    rompre ; If the situation gets worse, diplomatic relations may be broken off.


    f TO BREAK OUT


    éclater, se déclencher ; World War II broke out in 1939. Cholera broke out after the earthquake. My skin breaks out if I eat too much chocolate. (see outbreak)


    f TO BREAK THROUGH


    faire une percée. a breakthrough une percée, une découverte significative ; In the past few years, Important breakthroughs have been made in genetics research.


    TO BREAK UP


    rompre, casser, interrompre, faire une coupure ; Marriages break up ; to break up the day with a shopping trip, etc. a breakup une rupture.


    f TO BREATHE [bri:D]


    respirer ; The air we breathe is polluted. breath [breθ] respiration. breath­taking à en avoir le souffle coupé. a breathtak­ing sight un spectacle stupéfiant. breathless hors ­d’haleine, le souffle coupé ; The beauty of the landscape left me breathless.


    f TO BREED (bred) [bri:d, bred]


    1) élever, faire de l’élevage. to breed cattle (le bétail), to bring up children ; but : well bred, illbred children enfants bien, mal élevés. breeding (syn. upbringing) éducation ; A sense of responsibility is a sign of good breeding. 2) faire naître, engendrer ; Dis­satisfaction breeds violence. a breed une race, une espèce (animale).
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    f TO BRIBE [braIb]


    acheter, soudoyer ; They bribed the night watchman into opening the safe (coffre-fort). a bribe un pot-de-vin. bribery corruption ; to corrupt sb corrompre qn ; a corrupt ­person, practice, etc. ; qn, qch de corrompu. corruption la corruption. graft corruption, le fait de donner ou de recevoir des pots-de-vin, surtout dans le service public. crony [PkrəVnI] copain. ­cronyism copinage. (see crooked, sleazy, scam)


    TO BRING about, ON (brought) [brIŋ, brɔ:t] (syn. to lead to)


    amener, provoquer (bring on for unpleasant consequences) ; Industrial pollution has brought about a planetary crisis. The war was brought on / about by racial conflict. Illness can be brought on by unhappiness.


    TO BRING OFF


    mener à bien, réaliser avec succès ; It’s an interesting idea, but because of the risks involved, it may be difficult to bring off.


    TO BRING OUT


    faire ressortir (qualities, faults, meaning) ; The article brings out the point that ­longevity is both an achievement and a serious problem.


    TO BRING ROUND (syn. to persuade, to win over)


    convertir à une opinion, persuader ; The European Union never managed to bring the UK round to adopting the euro.


    f TO BRING UP
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