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Ministry and service in the kingdom of God is a privilege. God calls every member of the Body of Christ to serve for the benefit and welfare of the Body of Christ. However, we must remember that there are personal preparations that God requires for service. 

The Potter’s Wheel Study Series is designed to help believers recognize and apply the personal preparation that God implements for those called to minister and to serve. It is our prayer that the minister and the laymen will respond to God’s personal preparations for ministry and service.

In this Publication

The teacher’s ministry comes with a charge to equip, instruct, and mature the Body of Christ. These are only parts of the teacher’s ministry. His ministry serves as a reflection of Christ, the living Word. Therefore, the teacher’s character has to be solid. God will take teachers through tests, trials, and temptations in order to prepare them for ministry. It is the only way they will be able to teach “line upon line” and “precept upon precept.”

The training of a teacher is oftentimes unending. God will allow disruption in every area of his life. It will prepare him for service. Those called to the teaching office should understand that preparation for ministry is in the development of godly character, characterized by love.  If this is done, the teacher will never fail as he discharges his ministry. In this book, we will discuss how God builds the teacher for ministry.
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The Vision of the Teacher

Jeremiah’s Vision

Jeremiah prophesied to Judah during a time of great rebellion and sin against God. At the beginning of his commission, Jeremiah received visions from the Lord.

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it. And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north. Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the land. Jer 1:11-14 (KJV)

When we consider this, we discover that God shows Jeremiah two things. The first is a rod of an almond tree. It meant God’s word would come forth. The teacher has to be convinced of the validity and authenticity of the word of God. Every promise and exhortation of scripture is law to the teacher.

The Role of Faith

God will impart an unwavering faith and trust in the scriptures in those called to teach. They will be able to teach with all authority and grace. The rod of an almond tree also represents the teacher’s resolve to grow personally while causing other to grow in the faith.

Without this unwavering faith, the teacher will not be able to stand against criticism and opposition to the truths of the Bible.  Unwavering faith in the scriptures is the foundational building block to a teacher’s spiritual make up. 

The second thing that Jeremiah saw was a seething pot. It was a boiling pot of water. We know that this represented God’s judgment coming upon the nation. However, in the life of the teacher, the boiling pot represents the many trials, tests, and tribulations that the teacher will experience. 

The Role of Hardships

God will pour out hardships to humble the teacher, create compassion in the teacher, and mature the teacher. Teachers will endure many hardships before and during the course of their ministries. 

God allows the teacher to experience the hot waters of life that they may know the power of the word. 

Experiences come so that they will be able to teach others, not only in word, but also by personal application of the scriptures. John stated that Christ was the ‘word made flesh.

The word comes alive to the teacher as he is challenged to apply it to his daily life. The hardships come so that the teacher will be a doer of what he teaches. The teacher becomes an extension of the ‘word made flesh’ as he faces obstacles and overcomes through the daily application of the Word.
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Hallmark of the Teacher:

Self-Denial

A teacher who is not disciplined will damage the Church. To protect the teacher and the Church, God takes teachers through transitions that will bring them to a place of self-death and denial. 

There are three things that an individual has to do in order to die to self. These three things have to be implemented by the teacher for success in ministry. 

Surrender

The first step teacher has to do is surrender to the will of God. The will of God is not only in a teaching, but also in becoming like Christ.

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. (Romans 8:29)

Teachers have to know that the will of God for their ministries begins with becoming like Christ. The teacher’s ministry has to become secondary to character development. The teacher who surrenders to this will be a pillar in the faith.  

Submit

Teachers have to be in subjection to the authority of the Word of God. Submitting to the Word not only entails teaching it, but consistent application of the Word in daily living. In order to do this, teachers have to believe that the scriptures, as recorded, are the final authority on righteousness, religion, and relationship with God. 

Paul states,

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. (II Timothy 3:16-17)

The teachers submit to the authority of the Word by having unwavering belief in it. It will challenge the heart and mind of the teacher to walk in righteousness. 

The Word exposes the inner thoughts and intents of the heart of the teacher. Without it, the teacher may deceive himself and not be able to discharge fully the ministry properly.

Sell-out Completely

Finally, teachers have to sell-out completely to the Lord. When we usually hear the term “sell-out,” it is usually in a derogatory manner. Someone who is a sell-out has forsaken an alliance for another. This is  what the teacher we must do for effective service. 

The teacher has to forsake the world and the lusts thereof. If the teacher is not careful, the world will ensnare him, the alliances of men will entrap him, and personal desires will envelop him. 

Selling out to the Lord guards the teacher against selfish motives and means in ministry. The teacher has to forsake selfish motives, ambitions, and desires. These attributes will bring stagnation to the ministry. The teacher has to live by the hallmark of self-denial. It is what holds God’s building process together.
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Building of the Teacher:

The Stem of Jesse

God develops selflessness and love in the teacher to build them into faithful servants. There are general characteristics that every teacher possesses because of Christ’s building process. Since the teacher has to instruct others concerning Christ. 

God will build them to reflect Christ by forming the attributes of Christ in them. Isaiah’s description of the Stem of Jesse gives a clear depiction of how God builds the teacher. 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD. Isaiah 11:1-3 (KJV

Spirit of the Lord

The first block of the teacher’s build is the presence of the Holy Spirit. The teacher has to know that ministry should be based upon revelation and inspiration, not upon intellect and opinion.

Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 1 Cor 2:13 (KJV)

The teacher has to depend on the greatest teacher in order to teach effectively in the Church. He  needs to know the voice of the Holy Spirit.

Spirit of Wisdom and Understanding

The second block is wisdom and understanding. The teacher
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