
Table of Contents

Foreword

1. Election Hustling

2. Confrontational Politics

3. The Democracy Deception

4. Crisis Galore

5. Domestic Policies

6. US Elections

7. UK Politics

8. Two-party Politics

9. Foreign Policies

10. Foreign Interference

11. Western Perspective

12. Blame Game

13. Trade and Technology Policies

14. Present State Of Confrontational Politics

15. New American Political Belligerence

16. American Hegemony Under Threat

17. Bipartisan Consensus

18. American Temperament

19. Western Mass Media

20. What Does The Future Holds?

21. What's Next

22. Changes Afoot

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Foreword

[image: ]


Confrontational Western Politics: Clever Or Nasty Tricks? No End To Fighting?

Western politics is built on the premise of competitive visions, policies and promises. It is the art of oratory and influence.

When well managed, it has been the vehicle that delivers economic growth and political stability for many countries.

But when it becomes seriously confrontational, the resulting in-fighting and open fighting in rhetoric and in real conflicts are highly destructive. Confrontational politics then becomes a clear and present danger to their own countries, to their neighbors, and even to the world at large.

It is high time for a change.
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1. Election Hustling
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Western politics has become highly competitive and even confrontational over time.

During election time, western politicians pull out all the stops to muster support and votes so as to get elected.

They will say anything to justify how good their own policies are. They will viciously attack their opponents' policies as wrong, harmful and dangerous, and they may even ruthlessly attack the opponents' personal character and integrity based on hearsay, rumours, flimsy evidence and even lies. This makes election campaigning a vicious and dirty business in many countries.

This is what gives politics a bad reputation among many people.
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2. Confrontational Politics
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The no-holds-barred electioneering is the cause of the incredibly vicious confrontational politics of the West.

To win elections, these politicians have no qualms about generating fake news, disinformation and even resorting to slanders.

Then, after winning the election, they will focus on rewarding their supporters and their financiers, even to the extent of raiding public coffer and engaging in invidious corrupt practices. Some of these acts are blatantly done in full public view, and some more skillfully done and more deceptively done.

But, the reality is, as the saying goes: you can fool some people some of the time, but you can't fool all the people all the time.

Unfortunately, in a tightly fought contest in an election, being able to fool some of the people at the critical election time was sufficient to swing the marginal votes to one side or the other, and determine the outcome of the election.

The winner is always the one who can convince the most number of voters with the most seductive and rousing rhetoric.

This goes on over and over again in the confrontational western politics.

Is it any wonder that most governments in the West do not last very long, or are quickly defeated and replaced by one formed by the opposition party.

And so the cycle goes on and on, as seen in USA, UK, Australia and many other western countries.
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3. The Democracy Deception
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Ironically, the western politicians tout the rapid turnover of governments and the revolving-door prime ministers as the hallmark of democracy.

In fact, it is the opposite. It is the failure of democracy for allowing a succession of charlatans and tricksters to gain power to do what they want and to take turns to enrich themselves at the expense of the public.

It seems that the people in a democracy have no choice but to go along and play these invidious political games year in and year out, and go through the election charade perfunctorily and endlessly. And all this happens because of the incredibly harmful and highly objectionable confrontational politics in the name of fair competition and open election.
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4. Crisis Galore
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Indeed, because of the toxic and longstanding confrontational politics in the West, financial and political crisis occurred with ridiculous regularity in the West, and often spread in their wake, with all the disastrous results, all over the world.

What can one say about such a deceptive and seriously manipulated political system and chaotic economic system?

Is this what the people in western countries want? Is this what they have to put up with? Can they ever get out of this vicious circle?
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5. Domestic Policies
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To appeal to different segments of society, western politicians compete among themselves to advocate and put forward policies that benefit one segment against the interest of other segments.

Policies are crafted specifically to draw support in such divisive issues as abortion, immigration, crimes, drugs, healthcare, education, gender discrimination, racial discrimination, gun control, tax policies and other controversial laws.

This has pitted one group against another and has caused terrible conflicts and unrest within the country.

This also plays a major role in the election of national leaders and all other self-styled lawmakers who keep changing laws and making new laws to satisfy their supporters and financiers.
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6. US Elections
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In USA in particular, the skillful mobilization of support of the many minority groups, especially the black, has been instrumental in Obama's presidency.

Similarly, political outsider Trump got elected in 2016 to be the next US president after Obama by a narrow margin because of his strategy of using MAGA to mobilize middle class white population and white supremacist and those against Hillary Clinton as a possible first woman and former first lady president.

Aging Biden in 2019 defeated Trump because most people became unsettled and disoriented by Trump's controversial domestic policies and aggressive foreign policies, and wanted a change.
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7. UK Politics
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Boris Johnson became UK prime minister in 2019 because of the fateful 2016 Brexit referendum to pull UK out of EU to stop large numbers of East European migrants coming to UK. The turbulent results and political cliffhanger outcome of this major political event is still reverberating in UK and EU.

The irony is that UK has since chosen to make major changes to its immigration laws to admit hundreds of thousands of new immigrants from Hong Kong and Ukraine, apparently just to spite China and Russia. And it is this the most sacrosanct rule of law that they touted so much that they have now changed to do that. Indeed, they have arbitrarily changed the laws to suit their wimps and fancy and their preoccupation of the moment. It really makes a mockery of their constant refrain of the sanctity of the rule of law. Apparently, rules of law must be obeyed until they are somehow changed by the power that be to suit vested interest!

In any case, all these momentous political flip-flop events have tremendous effects on the fate of America, UK and EU, as well as the rest of the world.
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8. Two-party Politics
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The bi-party system in western democracy was a direct result of the competitive politics and has exacerbated the division within society. Hence the Republicans and the Democrats in USA are always at loggerheads with each other over major policies. The only exception is when they both want to whip up public sentiment and animosity against a foreign country. Unfortunately, this is also the most dangerous consensus they can forge. It will push the country relentlessly to waging war against any purported enemy.

This is a serious threat to world peace.
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