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Why Do I Need This Book If I Have Google?
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I get asked this question enough that to be honest, it sometimes bothers me, but here is the answer. Yes, you have Google, and it is a great tool. Google has helped put a world of information at the user’s fingertips. However, do you as the reader understand how to interpret, analyze, and critique what you read? In my youth, when I was in college, I had a job where I would help college students of all ages put together research papers and answer any questions they may have had. I was surprised then as I am now about how little critical thinking goes on. What is worse is that many people cannot even answer the question asked with factual information. The purpose of this book is to help students of all ages put their best arguments, ideas and all-round discourse together in a way that is well thought-out and can withstand scrutiny because there are strong facts to back up what is communicated. 

That was the long answer. The short answer is just because the reader has access to a calculator, does not make them well versed in Calculus.
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Answering the Question Asked
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The first step in any process is to understand what is being asked of you. This holds true for all aspects of life. For example, if someone does not know what is expected of them on a job, they will not last long at it. When writing a research paper or doing a research project, it is important to know what is expected. If you misunderstand the question, the research will be faulty and the paper will most likely fall apart.
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The Types of Research Papers
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While the author understands there are many types of research papers, for the scope of this book, only those which are most likely to be found in elementary or secondary school will be covered.

The Compare and Contrast Essay

The compare and contrast essay is probably one of the most well-known essays. In the essay, the writer is asked for a comparison between two topics, noting as many similarities and differences as possible. When given this task, make sure you have enough similarities and differences to do the paper. For example, doing a compare and contrast on two dog breeds may not work as well as the differences and similarities between the first-person shooter and the role-playing games in today’s video game industry. The second topic has more depth and therefore would give the writer more points of comparison and be more interesting and relatable to most audiences.

Narrative Essay

The narrative essay is a tried and true essay, and most likely the first essay students come into contact with. Since this essay is told as a story, as its name implies, the paper is told in a chronological order most of the time and typically will not have a thesis statement. Use descriptive words, aka adjectives, so readers can see pictures in their heads of what they are reading.

The Persuasive Essay

Unlike the other essay types mentioned, the persuasive essay is the only essay to have a thesis statement. All essays have a topic sentence to let the reader know what he or she will be reading. However, only persuasive essays have thesis statements. This is because only the thesis statement has to be proven with facts. In these papers, the writer will try to convince the reader that the author’s position is the correct one. For example, are tests a true measure of student performance? Does playing video games make children more violent? As people get older, the questions get more complex, but the fundamentals of proving an argument will be the same. For example, should the minimum wage be raised or is the Electoral College still necessary? All the questions previously mention could be made into well thought-out papers. It is good to remember if there are no facts, it is not a persuasive essay.

The Informative Essay

The purpose of the informative essay, as the title would suggest, is to inform the reader on the topic using factual information and avoiding opinion whenever possible. Subjects in this area would include history-related topics, such as the history of comics or how-to documents. For example, how to clean a computer infected with a virus. News-related stories should be presented like this, since the reader will probably already know bias has infected the media to plague-like proportions, making it almost impossible for a reader to escape being affected by author bias whether from the right or the left, no matter what a person chooses to read.
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Other Types of Writing
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There are two other types of writing the student will likely come across. If done right, they are opposites of the same coin.

The Summary

The summary is where as Joe Friday, from the 1950s and 1960s television show Dragnet, would say, “Just the facts, ma’am.” Unless stated by an instructor, a summary should avoid opinions whenever possible. Science experiment summaries and newspaper writing are two examples of summaries.

The Commentary

The commentary is where the writer can go hog wild with their opinion. Unlike a summary, a commentary is mostly opinion. A newspaper editorial is a good example of this type of writing.
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Basic Format for Writing
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When writing an essay, there is a basic layout. Let's quickly go over the parts.

The Hook

The hook is the attention-getter. This is used to get the reader’s attention and hopefully keep them reading. In a mystery, for example, the hook might be a sentence that reads, “The stillness of the night was broken by the sound of a gunshot that seemed to echo for miles.” In this way, the opening sentence is used to get the reader hooked and wanting to read the rest of the story. There are three typical hooks the reader could use.

• The statistic: The statistic is used to show the magnitude of something as very large or very small. For example, 10,000 people visit Disneyland every day.

• The quote: The quote is where the writer wants to set the tone of the paper, for example, if the topic was “the importance of fun in learning,” the author of the paper might use the following quote: “Education is not filling a bucket but lighting a fire.” -William Butler Yeats

• Fun fact: Sometimes a fun fact is used because it goes with the topic of the paper and is just fun. For example, on a paper about vacuum cleaners, the author might use the following fun fact: The first vacuum cleaner was invented by an asthmatic janitor who was trying to prevent his asthma attacks.

• The anecdote: This is a story that helps illustrate the author’s main point.

The Introduction

The introduction will more often than not contain the topic sentence, all the background information and a thesis statement, depending on the type of paper being written. Background information is anything that might be needed for the reader to understand the points the author is trying to convey. This could include:

• A brief history of the subject. The who, what, where, when and why.

• Definitions of any subject-specific terms.

• Any operational definitions. An example might be if the author was talking about computer software and shovelware or abandonware. Since many different people use different definitions for both terms, the author of a paper on the subject would need to define both terms as he or she means them and how they will be used in the paper.

The Thesis Statement

The thesis is what the author of the paper will try to prove in his or her persuasive paper. For example, the author may take the stand that cosmetic surgery is not good for society in general but really bad for teenage girls. This is the main thesis statement. However, usually, a thesis statement is backed up by three detailed reasons that will become paragraphs in the paper. For example: “There are many drawbacks to plastic surgery. These include the financial cost, physical risk, and impact on society. Let’s now discuss some of the physical dangers that must be considered when considering one of the many plastic surgery procedures.”

Paragraph Structure

There is a typical paragraph structure for most persuasive papers. Let’s now break a paragraph down using the above thesis statement about plastic surgery.

Transition Sentence

A transition sentence is used as a bridge between two sections. The transition sentence in the example was, “Let’s now discuss some of the physical dangers that must be considered when considering one of the many plastic surgery procedures.” The sentence lets the reader know what’s coming next. In this case, it is the physical dangers of plastic surgery.

Idea Number One

At this point, the author of the paper would restate the main idea number one. For example, it might be, “There are 3 complications that can occur in plastic surgery. These can include scarring, blood loss, and organ damage.” Then in the following three sentences, the author would give details to each physical complication mentioned.

Details 1, 2, 3 (AKA supporting evidence)

• Detail one: scarring

• Detail two: blood loss

• Detail three: organ damage

The author repeats the process for the other two points in the paper. In this example, they were the financial drawbacks and impact on society.

Conclusion 

A conclusion is used to restate the thesis statement, its points and any opinions of the author.
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