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I pray for the Hoffa family for all the years they have suffered 

from the absence of their father, husband, grandfather. 

And for a continued break from the evil of the past,

which swallowed up lives and livelihoods.

May God continue to create great distance

from the heartaches and many unfulfilled dreams.

There is no such thing as "Closure" when a loved one has passed.

May we all realize that life is God-given

and that everyone is precious in His sight – DWTubman

DISCLAIMER DECLARATION

The author and publisher declare that by no means does the book constitute any charges of guilt nor the innocence of anyone named in its content. Therefore, all persons mentioned are presumed to be innocent unless they have been formally charged and prosecuted in a court of law. All information presented herein was formerly provided to FBI authorities or was already freely available in the public domain.

I, the author, was not a direct eyewitness to the actual events that took place on July 30, 1975. 

However, I did hear the accounts directly from the

eyewitnesses within 24-36 hours of the events they had witnessed. Many of the details of their story were not mentioned by news agencies until much later. Still, other significant information has never been made public. Some of those details are about to be discussed. Although I do personally consider their testimony as 100% factual, all combined evidence presented is still circumstantial, yet extraordinarily convincing.

Review the details inside and then form your own conclusions. To the FBI and other law enforcement,

-You had your chance and missed it.

David W. Tubman Author/Publisher

© Copyright 2020 & 2022 All Rights Reserved.
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Someone had seen more

After the Mercury

left The Machus Red Fox

On July 30, 1975.”

(FBI - Hoffex Memo Statement)
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“Jimmy Hoffa Is Missing”

This was the main headline that appeared on the front page of The Detroit Free Press-Metro Edition on August 1, 1975. It was the first announcement of the disappearance of James Riddle Hoffa two days after he vanished from The Machus Red Fox Restaurant in Bloomfield Township, Michigan. Jimmy Hoffa was President of the Teamsters Union in Detroit from 1957 to 1971. Everyone knew who he was. A large percentage of Detroit’s workers were likely members of the labor unions, and Jimmy Hoffa was the man in charge, so this was stunning news.

‘The Gap’ (2:30-4:00 pm)

This was the 90-Minute Gap in time that Chuckie O’Brien’s alibi could never seem to fill. The FBI was inundated with hundreds, if not thousands of leads and sightings of Jimmy Hoffa. The witnesses were few, and they narrowed the suspects down to a single individual, Charles Lenton ‘Chuckie’ O’Brien. What he had to say to the FBI when they interviewed him on two occasions was all-important in trying to understand the events surrounding Hoffa that Wednesday afternoon on July 30, 1975. 

But his alibis were scattered and difficult to pin down. They zeroed in on a 90-minute period, which I call ‘The Gap.’ Where was Chuckie O’Brien from 2:30 to 4:00 pm? That would be the major thrust of their ensuing investigation that would never be resolved.

“Last Seen Outside Restaurant”

This was the tagline printed above the main headline. Several people identified Jimmy Hoffa at the Machus Red Fox restaurant during the 2:00-2:45 pm time frame. Two men shook Hoffa’s hand; another saw him making phone calls at a nearby pay-phone outside of Dammon Hardware.  Others recognized Jimmy Hoffa as he sat just behind the driver in the maroon-colored Mercury. Three other men were in the car with him as the Mercury was idling in the side driveway, getting ready to leave.

The last known sighting of Jimmy Hoffa was around 2:30 pm by the driver of a delivery truck who was entering the same driveway as the Mercury was pulling out. He saw it turn right onto Telegraph Road and head south. Nobody else has come forward to offer any fresh evidence about what happened next. Where did the Mercury go from there with Jimmy Hoffa seated in the back seat? Since 1975 the question has remained unanswered.

That is-Until Now!

The Cover Photos: 

The two photos I chose for the cover are of a maroon 1975 Mercury Marquis Brougham sedan. This is not the actual vehicle but is identical to the model car that Joey Giacalone loaned to Chuckie O’Brien. O’Brien admits that he drove the car all day long. He admits he even drove in the ‘vicinity’ of The Red Fox at about the same time Hoffa went missing at 2:45 pm. But insisted Jimmy Hoffa was not in the car with him.

The photograph of the rear seat depicts Jimmy Hoffa as he was last seen alive as he sat in the back of the 1975 Mercury Marquis Brougham. It was going from The Red Fox to a destination unknown. “Last Seen Outside Restaurant” would be a statement repeated for the next forty-five years. 

Where’s Jimmy Hoffa?

The eyewitness statements within these pages will account for and answer that very question. This book will enhance what was known with additional facts from direct eyewitnesses that observed the Mercury as it was leaving the Red Fox. They would drive side by side with the car for the next several miles and watched as it arrived at its next stop.
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CHAPTER 1

Prologue

The Long-Held Family Secret
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The story I am about to reveal within these pages was not told to the police back in 1975 when it happened. But for a good reason. I will explain that part of the story. But to be fair to the eyewitnesses, you might hold back on the condemning question that automatically comes to the tip of the tongue: “Why didn’t they go to the police?” I was asked by Barbara Ann Crancer that question in 2009. The events my parents, Kenneth and Frances Tubman saw, took them by surprise. It was a warm summer Wednesday afternoon as they were on the way to their daughter’s house to enjoy a family camp out for two nights together. 

They lived in the same town as the Machus Red Fox, which was Bloomfield Township, Michigan. Their usual route of travel was from their rented townhome on Woodward Avenue just north of 15-mile/Maple Road. They would travel down Woodward to Maple, turn right and once they reached Telegraph Road, turn left and continue south on Hwy. 24 to Michigan Avenue. From there, it was one more right turn and a short distance over to Westland, where my sister lived. It is about a 1-hour 20-minute drive on a Wednesday with light traffic. 

I will provide many details in the upcoming chapters, but I’ll summarize to set the stage. To those familiar with the abduction of Jimmy Hoffa, you already know that at the intersection of Maple and Telegraph was a high-end restaurant called “The Machus Red Fox.” Jimmy Hoffa was there on July 30, 1975, because he was eager to regain the head of the Teamsters union. He needed the support of arch-rival Tony Provenzano to clear the way for him to run. Hoffa was to meet with Tony Provenzano, from New Jersey, Tony Giacalone from Detroit, and Leonard Schultz, who owned the Southfield Athletic Club in Southfield. Apparently, Schultz was integral to the discussions about to take place with Hoffa at 2:00 pm that afternoon.

The Red Fox was only a place to rendezvous, not the actual meeting place, as Jimmy Hoffa did not dress in a coat and tie, which was the Red Fox dress code required to be seated inside. Hoffa arrived at 2:00, right on time, but the others were late. They didn’t show up at all. Provenzano was seen as he was playing cards in the union hall in New Jersey at the same time as the scheduled meeting. Meanwhile, Tony Giacalone was busy checking his watch for the correct time with people all day long at the Southfield Athletic Club (Leonard Schultz’s business).

James Riddle Hoffa had a ‘Type-A’ personality, personified. Promptness was a requirement of his, so when the others didn’t appear for the meeting, it incensed him. He paced the parking lot then went inside The Red Fox looking for his meeting partners and spoke to a waitress and the hostess. Then he went outside again and scanned the parking lot. He walked a short distance behind the restaurant to Dammon Hardware, where there was a pay phone mounted on one of the posts and made two phone calls. The first was to his wife, Josephine, at 2:15 pm (confirmed). He was upset about the no-shows and told her he was going to come home and cook the steaks, as he had promised before leaving home earlier. 

Then he immediately made a second call to Louis Linteau at Airport Service Lines. Two men, one a Real Estate agent, introduced themselves and shook Hoffa’s hand when they recognized him. Hoffa chatted with them briefly. During the conversation, Hoffa mentioned his wife, Josephine, and her upcoming cataract surgery. A topic that was not public knowledge, and only Jimmy Hoffa himself could have described to them.

It was about 2:30 pm when the maroon Mercury Marquis had arrived and was spotted as it idled in the driveway on the southeast corner of the strip center, next to the Red Fox. Hoffa was seen getting into the vehicle where three other men were already seated. Witnesses said there were two men in the front and Hoffa and another man in the rear seat, directly behind the driver.

The Mercury idled briefly, then as the maroon car began to leave, a delivery truck was entering by the same driveway. The Mercury had veered towards him and forced him to hit the brakes as it almost collided with the delivery truck. The car then turned right and headed south onto Telegraph Road
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