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 FOREWORD

Taking
up his pen to again inform we Christians of the Jewish
understanding of "the place" (Ha-Makom) or the place of the temple,
Ian Heard chooses a
different format from that of his earlier tome, "The Place
HaMakom," which incorporated fictional elements, to help emphasize
the concept of hidden truth in the scriptures. Through enlightening
discussions of extensive biblical passages, he illustrates how the
Jews thoroughly understood what "the place" meant to the Jewish
psyche or soul, but which most often escapes the modern reader. He
clearly proves the location of the temple to be above the Gihon
Spring in Jerusalem, and this by using only biblical passages. His
ability to tease out new information from familiar scriptures and
provide new insights is remarkable and rewarding. His work provides
the "living water" which he discusses within the work, which
uplifts, enlightens, and expands the spirit.

Marilyn Sams, Author
The Jerusalem Temple Mount Myth

The Rabbis and the temple Mount’s True
Location
The Jerusalem Temple Mount: A Compendium of Ancient
Descriptions
Sundry Academic contributions to
Popular
Archaeology and
etc


 INTRODUCTION

Much of
significance about the City of David site of the temple
has been written by
others—including Dr E L Martin, David Sielaff, Marilyn Sams, (the
late) Emeritus Professor George Wesley Buchanan, Robert Cornuke et
al. They have used both the Bible and a multitude of extra-biblical
sources and investigations to piece together what is becoming, in
my view, an insurmountable case for the City of David
site.

I have
felt challenged, in addition to my previous book, ‘THE PLACE HAMAKOM: Where Jerusalem’s
Temples stood’, in which I used both Biblical and fictional
characters to unfold the story of the site in narrative style—to
now make the case using evidence exclusively from the Biblical
text.

My hope
is that this book makes
the case even more clearly.

Of key
importance are the following factors:

• Recognition that early in the Patriarchal narratives and later, there was
growing awareness and use of the Hebrew term hamakom, ‘the place’,
with the definite article, in relation to a particular, special,
and familiar location.

• The
naming by Jacob of the hamakom site as Beyt-El (Bethel) ‘House of God’ was a strategic and
prophetic revelation meaning that we should treat it as the
authentic Bethel—where God intended to reside.

• Until
David in the Biblical narrative, there remains a small element of
uncertainty as to hamakom’s true meaning and location, but the stapling of that
site by him to Gihon eliminates what doubt remains.

As the
reader will learn, there are many other references and factors within the pages of
the Bible which go on contributing weight to the side of the scales
which argues for the City of David site for the temple of Solomon
and the later temples.


 CHAPTER 1

THE GRAND SCHEME

As I
indicated in the
Introduction to an earlier book, ‘THE PLACE HaMakom; where
Jerusalem’s Temples Stood’, it is appropriate that God, in his
redemptive activity in behalf of fallen mankind, should ordain a
locus around which that plan would unfold. The locus of his first
creation activity was Eden and it may well be that the centre-point
of his new creation work is the same place. It is not unreasonable
to conclude that Eden and the Garden were where Jerusalem and the
Mount Moriah complex with its ravines, streams, and ancient
springs, now stand.

This
treatise will not pursue the fact that Gihon River mentioned in
Genesis 2 has, ‘coincidentally’, the same name as the spring and stream that has
flowed and bubbled and gurgled into the Kidron Valley for thousands
of years. Gihon means ‘gushing forth’ and the spring today is a
much-diminished version of its former self. It is a karst type
spring from a large underground reservoir, capable of large
discharges of water. Quoting Wikipedia, ‘Karst springs often have a very high
discharge rate because they are often fed by underground drainage
from a large catchment basin. Because the springs are usually the
terminus of a cave drainage system at the place where a river cave
reaches the Earth's surface, it is often possible to enter the
caves from karst springs for exploration.’

As we shall see, that spring played an especially important
and central role in God’s scheme of redemption and is an
often-overlooked type and symbol of the life that flows from God
for all mankind. It represents Jesus Christ, the life-giving and
‘living water’ made available to all through him.

Water is indispensable for physical life and in God’s word is
symbolic of a truth for spiritual life—and Jesus Christ
is the dispenser of
that ‘living water’ that ‘springs up’ and of which he spoke in John
4:14 as he engaged with the Samaritan woman. He preached of it
again in John 6:37-39 at the great day of the Feast of Tabernacles
when copious amounts of water from that very spring, Gihon, were
being poured out!

The
River of life-giving water features throughout the Bible and in the
great vision-pictures of the prophets, and speaks of life that
flows from the throne of Yahweh. In Genesis 2, ‘a river
went out
from Eden’; in
Exodus and Numbers it flowed from the rock (which Paul informs us represented
Christ) in the desert to sustain God’s people; in the Psalms it is
referenced; in Isaiah 8:6 God’s people are rebuked for seeking
their aid from foreign powers whilst refusing the gentle waters of
Shiloah (another name for Gihon) which represented God’s life,
presence and help. In chapter 55 there is an invitation to come and
drink. In Ezekiel 47, it flows out from the temple and in Zechariah (14:8) a river
of living water flows out from Jerusalem as also in Joel 3:18 a fountain flows
‘from the house of the Lord.’

When we come into the New Testament, there it is in Jesus’
teaching as we’ve seen—and at the end we see it in Revelation 21:6b
where it appears both as the fountain from which everyone who
thirsts drinks freely, and then in 22:1-2 as the river of the water
of life flowing out from the throne of God and the triumphant Lamb, providing life,
productivity and abundance.

So…God’s Grand Scheme is to provide once again to mankind,
the life-giving river from which he became separated when banished from Eden.
The earthly Temple of God, when eventually erected was rich with
imagery and representation of spiritual truth in every feature of
its structure, its items, furnishings, ritual, and sacrifices. It
is perfectly fitting therefore that it should also have, to
complete the picture of God’s presence and redemptive work—a
representative stream of life-giving water associated with
it.

This book is about that historic stream, its history of
recognition, its strategic location, and how for Israel, it became the
locus for the temples in Jerusalem and God’s accompanying work: I
intend to show how it was so embedded in the sub- consciousness of
the true faithful among those people—those with ‘eyes to see’—that
it seemed unnecessary to explicate it. It had become with time, and
for those walking in step with Yahweh, a tacit
assumption.

Its name was Gihon.


 CHAPTER 2

THE PATRIARCHS AND HAMAKOM

Our
journey begins with those Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (or
Ivrahim, Yitzhak and Yaakov).

When we
ponder the Genesis record of their lives, and once we are made
aware of it, something that stands out is the predominance of a
site which had, very early, become known as The Place—HaMakom (in
anglicised Hebrew). In fact, it is so obvious because the repetition of the name in the
Hebrew record becomes, in places, almost tedious. That repetition
is with purpose: it is to show that it is a site of recognition and
significance—and more than that; it is to ensure that it became
embedded for its sacredness in the heart of the people through whom
God would unfold his plan.

I will
quote here from a Hebrew scholar, Professor Yoel Elitzur, a Hebrew
language specialist at the University of Jerusalem, who comments on
the phenomenon (with my emphasis added) as follows…

‘Hamakom in Genesis

Once we understand the significance of “the place,” we can
see that this keyword–hamakom–is a keyword that is emphasized in the stories of
the patriarchs in the book of Genesis as well. It appears in the
story of the binding of Isaac and in Jacob’s Bethel narrative. The
proof that the prominent role of the word hamakom in these passages is no coincidence
lies in the fact that often, the word is stressed in the Biblical
text much more than what would be linguistically reasonable. That
is to say, there are
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