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The Wuhan Cover-Up

“RFK Jr. has done it again. The Wuhan Cover-Up is not only an indispensable history of the rise of the global threat of bioweaponry, it is also an oh-so-timely deep dive into how a viral pandemic was unleashed upon the world via the deceit, greed, and foolishness of bad actors at the highest levels of our own government. A stunning sequel to The Real Anthony Fauci, and an historic publication that answers the core national security—and existential—questions of our time.”

—Naomi Wolf, bestselling author of The Beauty Myth and The Bodies of Others

“This’ll scare the hell out of you. The scariest part is, it’s true. Thank God for Bobby Kennedy Jr.”

—Tucker Carlson

“The Wuhan Cover-Up will blow out of the water the international disinformation campaign by US and Chinese government officials and their bribed scientists that COVID-19 somehow magically jumped out of the Wuhan wet market. Kennedy’s book will provide the ammunition needed for us lawyers to hold them all legally accountable for this Nuremberg Crime against Humanity.”

—Professor Francis A. Boyle, author of the Biological Weapons Anti-Terrorism Act of 1989

“Bioweapons are a forbidden fruit but an irresistible one because the criminal is rarely identified. Were coronavirus weapons so seductive that they blurred the line between friend and enemy? Bobby Kennedy lays out the facts in a book you won’t put down.”

—Meryl Nass, MD, biological warfare epidemiologist and anthrax expert

“The title of US presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy’s new book, The Wuhan Cover-Up, does not really represent the scope and nature of this seminal work. This book is the most comprehensive historic summary and indictment of the history of the United States’ biowarfare/biodefense program ever written. Summarizing an amazing sweep of untold censored history, The Wuhan Cover-Up offers a case study demonstrating the consequences of the situational ethical slide which often occurs when a massive administrative bureaucracy fuses with an ‘intelligence community.’”

—Robert W. Malone, MD, MS, virologist, immunologist, clinical research and regulatory affairs expert, and author of Lies My Gov’t Told Me

“RFK Jr.’s painstaking research reveals facts that anyone can confirm, but few can accept. Bioweapons research and production has a dark history many people would want to wish away. Kennedy’s compelling book makes that impossible.”

—Gavin de Becker, bestselling author of The Gift of Fear 

“An extraordinary elucidation of a singularly dark and terrible enterprise. The Wuhan Cover-Up is a meticulous work of scholarship that reads like a thrilling crime story. Written by a current candidate for president of the United States, the book is destined to be one of the most significant in history.”

—Peter A. McCullough, MD, MPH, author of The Courage to Face COVID-19

“If you found Bobby Kennedy’s bestselling book, The Real Anthony Fauci, to be engaging and thought-provoking, then The Wuhan Cover-Up is a must-read for you. This compelling book can be considered the next installment in the series, delving into the intriguing history of the bioweapons-industrial complex and its clandestine utilization against humanity. Prepare to be captivated by the well-researched content that unveils the hidden truths behind bioweapons and their potential impact on us all.”

—Dr. Joseph Mercola, founder of Mercola.com, the most visited natural health site

“Robert Kennedy’s meticulously documented and powerful exposé in The Real Anthony Fauci alerted me to his stature as one of the most learned and courageous truth-tellers of our times. His new book on the history of bioweapons research, the incredible dangers it poses for mankind, and the almost unimaginable corruption in which it is enmeshed is a blockbuster of the same caliber. It reminds us not only that it is time we put this malefic ‘research’ to an end, but also rescue our government from the Washington cabals and special interest lobbies that control both political parties, thereby enabling a return to policies that support the middle class and make it possible for millions to once again experience the American Dream.”

—David Stockman, former US Representative (R-MI)

“I’ll never forget RFK Jr. telling me on a hiking trail in February 2023 that when you expose Big Pharma, you’re up against the Department of Defense. I’ll also never forget the Pfizer executive telling my undercover journalist, ‘You have to promise you won’t tell anyone . . . I suspect the virus started in Wuhan. Makes no sense the virus popped out of nowhere.’ Power hates sunlight, coercion relies upon deception, and informed consent requires a veil to be lifted. That’s what this book, The Wuhan Cover-Up does so effectively, much like its predecessor, The Real Anthony Fauci.”

—James O’Keefe, founder of Project Veritas and author of American Muckraker

“The greatest tragedy in human history has unfolded before our own eyes. I was not surprised to learn that a deadly virus, SARS-CoV2, had leaked out of a laboratory in Wuhan, China in the late summer of 2019. In retrospect, I was shocked that the US government did not notify and alert the public of the global spread of COVID in the fall of 2019. In fact, the US government did something far worse. Bobby’s book succinctly elucidates how and why the opaque nexus of the US military and intelligence community leveraged corrupt and morally deficient scientists and bureaucrats to execute what was the largest and most sophisticated psychological operation in world history. The three goals were simple: to obfuscate the true origin of a jointly created biological weapon by the US and China; to bring an untested mRNA-based medical countermeasure rapidly to market for civilian use; and to instill fear into the population for dominance and control. Bobby’s book concisely and eloquently exposes these horrendous inconvenient truths.”

—Andrew G. Huff, PhD, author of The Truth About Wuhan

“Whenever I read, listen to, or debate Bobby, I learn something new and change my mind on at least one or two issues, while vehemently disagreeing with many others. Both the agreements and disagreements stimulate my thinking and emotions, even when they make me angry or concerned. Read him and make up your own minds.”

—Alan Dershowitz
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Introduction




On my seventh birthday, January 17, 1961—three days before my uncle, John F. Kennedy, took his oath of office as United States President—his predecessor, President Dwight Eisenhower, appeared on national television to deliver his farewell address, which history increasingly regards as one of the most important and prophetic speeches in American history.

In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists and will persist.

We must never let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or democratic processes.1

President Eisenhower took special care to include an expanded definition of his term “military-industrial complex” that would include the top bureaucrats at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Eisenhower warned that the federal government’s rising medical and scientific technocracy posed its own unique threats toward our democracy and freedom.

In this revolution, [scientific/medical] research has become central; it also becomes more formalized, complex, and costly. A steadily increasing share is conducted for, by, or at the direction of, the Federal government . . .

Partly because of the huge costs involved, a government contract becomes virtually a substitute for intellectual curiosity . . .

The prospect of domination of the nation’s scholars by Federal employment, project allocations, and the power of money is ever present and is gravely to be regarded . . .

[W]e must also be alert to the . . . danger that public policy could itself become the captive of a scientific-technological elite.2

Eisenhower ended his speech with an admonition that echoes now in rebuke as we emerge from the COVID era that trampled the core principles that had, for 240 years, maintained America as the global exemplar for democracy, constitutional government, and personal freedom.

It is the task of statesmanship to mold, to balance, and to integrate these and other forces, new and old, within the principles of our democratic system—ever aiming toward the supreme goals of our free society.3

Eisenhower had recognized that America could not be both a democracy at home and an imperial power abroad. But to justify its existence, that cartel would drum up endless wars and emergencies that ensured its own wealth and power while transforming America from an exemplary democracy into a national security state abroad and surveillance state at home.

Seven years later, Dr. Anthony Fauci joined the National Institutes of Health, where he would never face combat. There he began a fifty-year sojourn that would put him at the summit of the nation’s scientific and technological elite, an apex that he would use to militarize and monetize medical research and to consolidate the seamless alliance between government, science, the military and intelligence agencies, and private contractors in ways that would consummate President Eisenhower’s worst nightmares about the threat this cartel posed to democracy.

The cartel would reach its apogee in 2022. As the COVID pandemic commenced, the rising medical technocracy—with Anthony Fauci at the helm—took on all the menacing features President Eisenhower warned against. A powerful syndicate, composed of government public health technocrats, a rapacious pharmaceutical industry, military and intelligence officials, and media and social media titans, appropriated awesome new powers to override constitutional and civil rights, censor information, suppress dissent, and engineer compliance with arbitrary diktats. These mandates culminated in mass submission to inoculation with risky, ineffective, shoddily tested, and unlicensed vaccines. And no one is liable for any damage they cause.4

Claiming unprecedented new powers as necessary to fight the war against germs, government and industry officials predictably abused them, dealing blows to democracy with no discernible benefits to public health. Just as the CIA and military apparatus paradoxically profit from war, not peace, the medical cartel and its Big Pharma allies benefit from illness, not health. Dr. Fauci and his cronies amplified this power through an orchestrated propaganda campaign bent on maintaining a level of public terror and germophobia.

The eminent sociologist C. Wright Mills had anticipated Eisenhower’s prescient warning four years earlier in his durable 1956 work, The Power Elite. Since World War II, America had been dominated by “a permanent-war economy,” in the words of the maverick sociologist.5 This war establishment maintained its power and profits by creating a constant, free-floating state of anxiety and animosity. “For the first time in American history, men in authority are talking about an ‘emergency’ without a foreseeable end,” Mills wrote.6 “Such men as these are crackpot realists: in the name of realism they have constructed a paranoid reality all their own.” 7

Three days after Eisenhower’s farewell address, on a frozen day in Washington, I sat under a clear sky in a frigid bleacher and watched my uncle, the incoming president, John F. Kennedy, take the oath of office. In his own inaugural in 1933, at the height of a terrifying global depression, JFK’s idol Franklin Delano Roosevelt had warned the nation that fear was the most potent tool of totalitarians. In Europe, despots from the left and right had wielded public fear of the same depression to transform Russia into a communist nation and Italy, Germany, and Spain into fascist totalitarian states. FDR had preserved both capitalism and democracy by a steady hand and confidence that kept fear at bay.8

My uncle’s truncated administration would be a three-year battle to secede from the reign of fear. His first bitter battle with his security apparatus occurred three months later during the failed Bay of Pigs invasion. Even as he took public blame for the calamity, he realized that his military brass and CIA panjandrums had lied to him to trick him into allowing an invasion they knew would fail. Their plan was to trap a young president, faced with this humiliating failure three months into a presidency, into complying with the demands of his Joint Chiefs for a full US invasion of Cuba, something that JFK had vowed never to do.

I chronicled this struggle in my 2018 book, American Values.9 JFK recognized that the CIA’s function was no longer securing US interests. It had devolved into a rogue agency, taking on the implicit ambition of US multinational corporations, including oil companies and Big Agriculture. In this case, CIA’s partners were Texaco, United Fruit Company, and the American mafia.10,11 JFK recognized that the CIA’s essential function was no longer national security but providing the Pentagon and its military contractors a steady pipeline of continuous wars.

In May 1961, now only four months into his presidency, my uncle stood inside the Oval Office telling his closest aide that he wanted to “splinter the CIA in a thousand pieces and scatter it to the winds.”12 Between November 1961 and February 1962, he fired the agency’s three top officers—Allen Dulles, Charles Cabell, and Richard Bissell.13

American Values recounts my family’s sixty-year fistfight with that agency.14 Today, powerful pharmaceutical companies have joined Big Oil as the engine of US foreign policy, and US intelligence is still playing the same insidious role. This book explores that history.

My 2021 book, The Real Anthony Fauci: Bill Gates, Big Pharma, and the Global War on Democracy and Public Health, also examines the rise of the biosecurity agenda and the remarkable alliance between Western public health regulators, military and intelligence agencies, and odd allies at the apex of the Chinese military in creating the bugs that cause pandemics and crafting responses that have advanced the agenda of a security and surveillance state. Their efforts hide the shadowy influences of these puppeteers who manipulated every feature of the pandemic. The coordination of these forces is nowhere more evident than in their orchestration of the cover-up of the origins of the COVID bug.15

The biosecurity agenda—Pandemic Preparedness and Response (PPR), as it is euphemistically called—is the organizing principle of the post–Cold War military-industrial complex—or, more accurately, the military/medical-industrial complex. CIA and Pentagon planners played key roles in a series of over a dozen tabletop simulations, beginning in 1999, that served as secret training exercises for tens of thousands of US officials and foreign leaders in responding to global pandemics with a series of authoritarian “countermeasures” that function as a coup d’état against democratic and constitutional rights. This syndicate includes the Pentagon and intelligence apparatus, pharmaceutical companies, traditional media and social media platforms, and Big Data—which all have incestuous financial entanglements with each other that drive clear but perverse incentives to develop and periodically release infectious bioweapons and reap profits and power from the response.

Anthony Fauci and billionaire Bill Gates became the visible faces of pandemic response, but in this book I expose them as frontmen for a much larger enterprise: a military/medical-industrial complex driven by elements within the CIA and Pentagon, which—even more than Anthony Fauci—contributed to creating the COVID-19 coronavirus in a Chinese lab, dictated the official countermeasures, managed and controlled the vaccine rollout, and managed the cover-up of the source. Hiding their role in the creation of the COVID-19 coronavirus is critical because its exposure would reveal the corruption and the players. It is their Achilles’ heel.








CHAPTER 1

The Soothsayers




Like a pair of Cassandras, Bill Gates and Anthony Fauci spent a decade prophesying a worldwide coronavirus pandemic with what, in retrospect, seems eerie precision. Preaching their doomsday jeremiads on the favored rostrums of the global elite—the World Economic Forum’s roundtable in Davos, the United Nations’ podium in New York, the World Health Organization’s (WHO) platform in Geneva, Silicon Valley stages, and from network television studios—these savvy seers waged their frantic crusade to rouse the complacent public, press, and politicians to the imminent threat of calamity by contagion. In March 2015, poised on a dais beneath a goliath screen depicting the now-familiar pincushion coronavirus orb, Gates warned his TED Talk audience that the defining catastrophe of our time would be—“not missiles, but microbes.”1

Two years later, on January 10, 2017, ten days before Donald Trump took the oath of office, and just twenty-four months before COVID-19 found its US beachhead in Seattle,2 Dr. Fauci, speaking at a pandemic preparedness forum at Georgetown University, predicted the precise timing of the coronavirus pandemic. “[T]here is no question that there will be a challenge to the coming [Trump] administration in the arena of infectious diseases.” Dr. Fauci added, “There will be a surprise outbreak . . .3 The thing we’re extraordinarily confident about is that we are going to see this in the next few years.”4,5 He was right; it would be almost exactly three years later.

Both men agreed that the only strategy for averting this inevitable calamity was an Apollo 11–magnitude private and public investment in a new generation of turnkey mRNA vaccine technology which, they predicted, was the only remedy that could save humanity from the coming plague.

Gates also was so certain of the impending pandemic—for which his mRNA vaccines would be the only remedy—that he committed vassal organizations, the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI)6 and Gavi (formerly, the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation) to raise hundreds of millions of dollars for the development of vaccine platform technologies, enabling rapid deployment for as-yet-unknown emerging infectious diseases designated as “Disease X.” 7,8,9,10,11 The Gates Foundation pledged US $750 million to set up Gavi in 1999 as a vehicle for diverting the foreign aid budgets of Western countries to promote vaccine uptake in developing nations;12,13 the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) afterward poured billions into Gavi’s vaccine program.14 Gates created CEPI at the World Economic Forum (WEF) meeting in Davos, Switzerland, in 2017 to encourage global collaboration in promoting and developing vaccines, including new ones for emerging infectious diseases like “Disease X.”15,16 CEPI promised that its innovative mRNA vaccine platform would allow it to “rapidly manufacture vaccines against many different types of disease.”17,18 No one seemed to think it reckless to spend millions in grievously needed public health dollars for inoculations against a malady that did not yet exist.19

It’s noteworthy that both Gates and Dr. Fauci hinted that the anticipated pandemic might come from a deliberately weaponized virus. A month after Dr. Fauci’s 2017 Georgetown speech,20 Gates asked the annual conclave of Western intelligence agency leaders at the Munich Security Conference to “imagine that somewhere in the world a new weapon exists or could emerge that is capable of killing millions of people, bringing economies to a standstill and casting nations into chaos.”21 Gates scolded attendees at a Massachusetts Medical Society and New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) event on April 27, 2018, saying, “If it were a military weapon, the response would be to do everything possible to develop countermeasures”; a “sense of urgency is lacking,” he said, when it comes to biologic threats.22

In March 2019, the Wuhan Institute of Virology’s gain-of-function impresario Shi Zhengli—a.k.a. “Bat Woman”—and her colleagues, forecast: “It is highly likely that future SARS- or MERS-like coronavirus outbreaks will originate from bats, and there is an increased probability that this will occur in China.”23

The peculiar accuracy of this prediction of an impending coronavirus pandemic was especially impressive since—in the recorded history of mankind—coronaviruses had never caused a pandemic. While flu—particularly avian flu—could be both deadly and contagious, the deadly coronaviruses did not transmit easily among humans, which is why the 2003 SARS outbreak waned so quickly, with only 774 deaths among the world’s 6.2 billion people.24,25,26 Furthermore, the US National Institutes of Health (NIH) had already identified numerous off-the-shelf remedies—including vitamin D, zinc, the antibiotic azithromycin (Zithromax), and hydroxychloroquine—with devastating effectiveness against coronaviruses, both as prophylaxis and cure.27

Nevertheless, on March 28, 2019, six months before COVID-19 would ultimately kick in, the government-funded Cambridge, Massachusetts, biotech start-up Moderna amended its previously rejected patent application for its mRNA vaccine platform to seek federal patent approval for a coronavirus vaccine with renewed urgency.28,29 Moderna begged the US Patent Office to act with alacrity, citing “a concern for re-emergence or a deliberate release of the SARS coronavirus.”30 Moderna’s CEO, Stéphane Bancel, had some inside knowledge that may have informed that extraordinarily prescient appeal. Bancel, as the former CEO of bioMérieux, the French company that built the $44 million Wuhan Institute of Virology, a biosafety level 4 (BSL-4) lab,31,32 likely had insider knowledge of the lab’s reported difficulties with the critical airflow system required to keep transmissible viruses from escaping.33,34

How could Bancel possibly know such inside details about the Wuhan lab? He was CEO of bioMérieux when it built the Wuhan lab.35,36 And Bancel had elsewhere demonstrated the same uncanny gift of foresight. In 2016, Moderna patented the general concept of using the spike protein in coronavirus vaccines. The world now knows that the spike protein is the basis of all US vaccines designed to prevent COVID-19.37,38

A breathtaking pantheon of government allies and corporate titans had placed hefty bets on Moderna—a company with no marketable products and no record of ever having brought a single drug or device to successful approval.39 Its value seemed entirely dependent on the remote chance that a novel viral pandemic would emerge, and that its principal investors had the political clout to both create a humongous global market for its untested vaccine and suppress cheap and effective remedies with proven safety records. The US government would ultimately commit nearly $10 billion to the young company; NIH claims part ownership of the Moderna patent. Bill Gates kicked in $20 million as early as 2016.40,41,42

Robert Kadlec was Trump’s assistant secretary for Preparedness and Response of Health and Human Services and de facto supervisor of the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA), which invested an astonishing $955 million in the biotech startup.43 Michael Callahan, an influential CIA officer and a director at the Pentagon’s Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA),44,45 had also contributed unknown millions to Moderna through DARPA, when it was still developing an experimental vaccine platform awaiting a disease.46,47 In August 2020, Moderna informed Axios that 100 percent of its current funding was from the federal government.48,49,50 Collectively, Bill Gates and his US government partners would eventually invest some $2.5 billion of taxpayer and, in the case of Gates’s foundation, tax-deductible dollars in Moderna.51,52

Gates, Fauci, and Bancel were not the only prophets of panicky pandemic prognostications. Beginning in January 2019, one year before WHO declared a global emergency, other powerful actors with ties to Big Pharma and Western government agencies began taking actions that, in retrospect, appear to be strangely prescient omens of the approaching COVID storm. That month WHO, by then a vassal of the BMGF, issued the eyebrow-raising declaration that “vaccine hesitancy” was one of the top ten threats to public health—alongside AIDS, air pollution, and climate change and ahead of cancer, dysentery, and malaria.53 WHO provided no scientific citation to support this declaration.

Simultaneously, Pharma-financed politicians launched a global campaign to make all vaccines mandatory and to abolish religious, philosophical, and medical exemptions to vaccines.54,55 Within weeks of WHO’s pronouncement, legislators in fifty US states, the House of Representatives, and parliamentarians in countries across the globe had submitted hundreds of bills abolishing vaccine exemptions, compelling vaccines for school-age children.56,57,58,59 The American Medical Association (AMA) and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)—influential trade organizations that rely heavily on pharmaceutical industry largesse—had fallen in line by 2016, issuing frantic calls for abolishing exemptions.60,61,62

NIH, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), and the pharmaceutical industry began pumping millions of dollars into propaganda and psychological warfare campaigns for promoting vaccines and overcoming vaccine hesitancy. In a modern iteration of the CIA mind control program MKULTRA, federal health agencies, and USAID funded the emergence of a cottage industry among university social scientists and physicians exploiting psychological warfare techniques for battling vaccine resistance.63,64,65,66 In February and March of 2019, the House Intelligence Committee’s powerful chairman, Adam Schiff, sent letters to Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg, Google CEO Sundar Pichai, and Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos pressuring them to censor “vaccine misinformation” on their respective platforms.67,68

In September 2019, the BMGF presciently purchased over three million shares of a little-known company named BioNTech—which was soon to be making COVID vaccines—for $18.10/share. Gates’s $55 million investment would be worth $550 million by August 2021, less than two years later.69 Gates sold the majority of his stake that quarter, at the stock’s peak. In November of that year, he publicly confessed that the vaccines he had aggressively promoted and profited from did not prevent the spread of COVID.70

It was almost as if the vaccine industry was working with the world’s most powerful political leadership and institutions to lay the groundwork for something momentous that was about to happen!

Although the world would first hear of COVID-19 in January 2020, evidence compiled by US intelligence agencies and leading academic institutions, including Harvard and Brown, suggests that COVID-19 was already circulating in Wuhan in 2019 and that the Chinese government was taking aggressive actions to stanch its spread, and in June 2023 journalists reported speaking to US government investigators who confirmed that it was indeed circulating prior to official Chinese reports.71,72

As I show in The Real Anthony Fauci, Gates and Dr. Fauci, in all of their frantic predictions, were acting in concert with US intelligence agencies, which had participated in over a dozen pandemic simulations between 1999 and 2019—involving tens of thousands of political leaders, health regulators, and first responders in numerous countries. Each simulation emphasized a militarized response, using a coronavirus, anthrax, or flu pandemic as a pretext for imposing totalitarian controls. I document these portentous exercises in “Germ Games,” the final chapter of The Real Anthony Fauci.73

And why would Gates be talking about the upcoming pandemic to a conclave of spies at the Munich Security Conference? As I detailed in The Real Anthony Fauci, intelligence agencies were deeply involved in controversial and risky virus discovery and virus gain-of-function (GOF) research. “Gain-of-function” describes research intended to increase the transmissibility and/or virulence of pathogenic organisms. In fact, major funders of this rising research included the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), which frequently operates as a CIA front; EcoHealth Alliance, also a CIA front, according to its then–vice president, Dr. Andrew Huff; and the National Institutes of Health (NIH) through Anthony Fauci’s division, the National Institute for Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), which boasts a long-standing role in bioweapons research for the Pentagon and the CIA. Many of the spies at the Munich Security Conference were deeply involved in promoting the biosecurity agenda and in performing GOF experiments. The steady promotion of the biosecurity agenda by these agencies since 2001 assured that they would profit exponentially and expand powers if some accident triggered a global pandemic. For two decades, the CIA had been preparing public officials and policymakers for this specific eventuality through a series of drills that embedded a response strategically calculated to increase the influence, authority, and reach of the security state.

In October 2019, the month after COVID probably began circulating in Wuhan, and just a little over two months before the Chinese government notified the WHO that a coronavirus pneumonia was spreading person to person in China, Bill Gates and former CIA deputy director Avril Haines—soon-to-be director of National Intelligence and President Joe Biden’s chief coronavirus advisor—hosted a New York event simulating a global coronavirus pandemic that would kill 60 million people. They called this tabletop drill “Event 201.”74,75

The Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security sponsored Event 201 in partnership with the World Economic Forum (WEF) and the BMGF. China’s Center for Disease Control director George Gao and US representatives from social and mainstream media and the pharmaceutical industry also participated.

NIH and NIAID are the principal contributors to the Johns Hopkins Center, having donated a breathtaking $14 billion in grants since 1999.76 The BMGF founded the Bill & Melinda Gates Institute for Population and Reproductive Health at the Johns Hopkins University School of Public Health in 1999 and ponied up an astonishing $973 million to Johns Hopkins between 1997 and 2022.77,78 Organizers distributed swag bags containing a bristling coronavirus plush pillow virtually identical in appearance to artistic renditions of the COVID-19 virus.79,80 That week, the real pandemic coronavirus was already spreading across the planet as athletes returned home from the Military World Games in Wuhan.81

Event 201 was the fourth pandemic simulation by this group. As I detail in The Real Anthony Fauci, CIA-linked officers were the principal planners in each of these exercises and at least a dozen more that I likewise describe. High-level former and/or current CIA and In-Q-Tel leaders also participated in each exercise. In-Q-Tel is the CIA’s venture capital firm, which invests in information technology to ensure that our spies have the latest gadgetry.82,83 The cofounder and former director of Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security, Tara O’Toole, is currently executive vice president at In-Q-Tel.84

Each exercise shared additional commonalities. Most significantly, they uniformly omit any serious consideration of public health. Instead, in essence, they use contagion as a pretext for imposing totalitarian controls—abolishing rights to free speech and peaceable assembly; the free exercise of religion via the closure of churches; property rights via the mass closure of businesses; and the right to jury trial by providing immunity to makers of vaccines and other companies and institutions involved in their distribution, without the need to prove efficacy or safety; and trampling the Fourth Amendment prohibition against unreasonable searches and seizures.

The exercises utilized many of the propaganda devices developed by the CIA for imposing controls in indigenous societies by collapsing economies, idling work forces, shuttering institutions, isolating and polarizing individuals, closeting senior citizens away from their families in institutions, and otherwise sowing chaos, hopelessness, fear, and despair. These tactics induce a condition known as Stockholm syndrome, in which a captive becomes beholden to their captors and convinced that the path to survival is, paradoxically, total obedience. Such captives react angrily when anyone criticizes their captor or their captivity.

The most recent of these exercises was a virtual simulation sponsored by Sam Nunn and the Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) at the March 2021 Munich Security Conference.85 That exercise miraculously predicted a global monkeypox pandemic emerging in May of 2022.86 The CIA’s foresight was particularly impressive since monkeypox had never spread easily from human to human before. Sure enough—right on cue—in July of 2022, just as the COVID panic was waning from exhaustion, WHO director-general Tedros Ghebreyesus defied his own expert panel and declared monkeypox a public health emergency of international concern (PHEIC).87

The mainstream press barely noticed the CIA’s remarkable ability to accurately predict the arrival of infectious contagions. The unerring accuracy of those clairvoyant predictions might lead even the most credulous and stolid observer to wonder whether these periodic and unprecedented infectious disease pandemics were advancing some hidden agenda shared by the people who first forecast, then declared them.

The 2019 Event 201 and 2021 monkeypox simulations were disturbingly similar to the CIA’s June 2001 “Dark Winter” tabletop exercise which launched the biosecurity era.88 That exercise, which simulated a smallpox attack on the United States, took place only three months prior to the momentous real-world anthrax attacks in the US Capitol.89 Just as Dark Winter anticipated the anthrax attacks that occurred mere months later and the NTI accurately predicted the monkeypox outbreak almost to the precise month of the WHO’s declaration of a public health emergency of international concern—eighteen months later—Event 201 predicted the coronavirus pandemic.90,91,92 But perhaps more importantly, it also laid out the strategy for censoring public speculation that the pandemic may have originated as a lab leak.93

Six days after Event 201, on October 29, 2019, Anthony Fauci and BARDA director Rick Bright hosted a gathering of top virologists and vaccinologists at the Milken Institute, an independent California economic think tank, to discuss the global “crisis” of vaccine hesitancy and strategies for streamlining vaccine development and approval.94,95 In a fevered repartee, Bright ominously suggested that “[t]here might be a need, or even an urgent call for, uh, an entity of excitement out there, that’s completely disruptive, that’s not beholden to bureaucratic strings and processes.”96 He hinted that only a global health crisis—like a pandemic—could induce government and industry to commit the billions of dollars necessary to create a new generation of “plug-and-play” mRNA vaccines, and to remove traditional safety requirements so as to streamline coercive mass vaccination programs.

Situated at the fulcrum of the biosecurity cartel, Bright, an immunologist and vaccine researcher, worked at the CDC in the Influenza Division, Strain Surveillance Branch from 2003 until 2006, where he played a key role in promoting Sir Jeremy Farrar’s overhyped 2005 avian flu epidemic (more on that in chapter 54) before retiring to the private sector as a flu vaccine researcher for Novavax.97 He served as advisor to NIH, WHO, and the Department of Defense (DOD) specializing in vaccine and pandemic propaganda. In 2008, he moved to the Program for Appropriate Technology and Health (PATH) and the BMGF. As incident commander, he was responsible for “countermeasures” against Zika virus.98 He joined BARDA in 2010, and served as director from 2016–2020 before moving to NIH.99 President Joe Biden named him to his coronavirus advisory board in November 2020. Bright earned his PhD at Emory and a degree in Vaccinology at Fondation Mérieux, an institution associated with bioMérieux, the company that constructed the Wuhan lab.100

Bright fleshes out his proposal with details that now seem extraordinarily prescient: “But it is not too crazy to think that an outbreak of an, uh, novel avian virus could occur in, in China somewhere. We could get the RNA sequence from that, beam it to a number of regional centers, if not local, if not even in your home at some point, and print those vaccines on a patch and self-administer.”101

A video of the Milken Institute panel reveals Anthony Fauci complaining that releasing a vaccine the proper way takes at least ten years, far too long in his estimation. Dr. Fauci laments that the public doesn’t ever take flu infections seriously and declares that health officials need to push laggard recalcitrants with extraordinary crises that would justify shattering conventional safety norms. “I don’t care what your perception is. We’re going to address the problem in a disruptive way, and in an iterative [reproducible] way,” he promises ominously. “Because you do need both.”102

Vaccinologists know long-term safety studies are an unfortunate necessity because of what the Supreme Court calls the “unavoidable” adverse effects of vaccines, including serious injuries such as brain damage and deaths.103,104 Many of these adverse side effects have long incubation periods and diagnostic horizons that make them invisible in short-duration safety studies. Dr. Fauci’s optimism at the October 2019 Milken conference about fast-track approval for vaccines contrasts strongly with a 1999 PBS NOVA interview in which he warns that abbreviating vaccine safety studies could result in disaster:

If you take it, and then a year goes by and everybody’s fine, then you say, OK, that’s good, now let’s give it to 500 people; and then a year goes by and everything’s fine. You say, Well, then, now let’s give it to thousands of people, and then you find out that it takes twelve years for all hell to break loose, and then what have you done?105

During the Milken conference, Michael Specter, the New Yorker staff writer who has served as Dr. Fauci’s Boswell and loyal acolyte for decades, made a suggestion that would seem both prescient and sinister a year later: “Why don’t we blow the system up? I mean, obviously we can’t just turn off the spigot on the system we have and then say, ‘Hey, everyone in the world should get this new vaccine we haven’t given to anyone yet,’ but there must be some way.”106

In reality, despite Gates’s and Fauci’s hysteria, it was hardly a foregone conclusion that a coronavirus or even the flu should cause a global crisis. Multiple CDC and NIH studies indicate that well-fed populations with clean water and access to antibiotics face minimal risk from the kind of pathogenic disease epidemics that decimated earlier generations.107,108,109,110 Mortality from infectious diseases had dropped precipitously—by about seventy-four percent—since the “Spanish flu” pandemic of 1918.111 Tony Fauci himself acknowledged in a 2008 Journal of Infectious Diseases article that the Spanish flu’s outsized mortalities were not from the flu virus but from bacterial pneumonia, now easily treated with antibiotics.112 A comprehensive 2000 study by Johns Hopkins and the CDC found that, by the 1950s, improved nutrition, sanitation, and chlorinated drinking water had abolished mass mortalities from infectious diseases—puerperal fever, black plague, measles, diphtheria, whooping cough, typhoid, typhus, cholera, smallpox, polio, and more—that had periodically culled humanity before the twentieth century.113

As journalist Torsten Engelbrecht and medical historian Claus Köhnlein, MD explain in Virus Mania:

Epidemics rarely occur in affluent societies, because these societies offer conditions (sufficient nutrition, clean drinking water, etc.) which allow many people to keep their immune systems so fit that microbes simply do not have a chance to multiply abnormally. . . .114

Interestingly, the CDC researchers (and many others) found that medical interventions, including vaccines, antibiotics, and surgeries, had almost nothing to do with the historic drop in lethalities from contagions.115,116

[Medical measures] appear to have contributed little to the overall decline in mortality in the United States since about 1900—having in many instances been introduced several decades after a marked decline had already set in and having no detectable influence in most instances.117

By the mid-1980s, infectious disease mortalities had plummeted so precipitously that Reagan White House officials considered disbanding CDC. As I show in my earlier book, The Real Anthony Fauci, institutional panic from this proposition within CDC prompted government-funded virologists and vaccine promoters—including Anthony Fauci—to launch a parade of self-serving prophecies of imminent pandemics. None of them ever materialized.

During the first year of COVID, the reverential press glorified Mr. Gates and Dr. Fauci for their uncanny forecasting. But their fortune-telling acumen begs this question: Was it those reckless gain-of-function studies that Tony Fauci and his friends were financing—in laboratories from which engineered superbugs were almost certain to escape—that made the two men so certain we were in for a coronavirus pandemic in short order?

As the world now knows, Dr. Fauci sought through his gain-of-function experiments to deliberately develop highly virulent, easily transmissible coronavirus pathogens purposely souped-up to be capable of causing a global pandemic. Dr. Fauci justifies his long fascination with these perilous conjurations as useful for anticipating and improving pandemic preparedness, and for developing preemptive vaccines for animal viruses before they jump to humans.118 Yet, if that’s truly the case, how is it that we were still so woefully unprepared when a pandemic hit?

As we shall see, Dr. Fauci was paying irresponsible US and Chinese scientists to breed, house, and transport pathogenic ubergerms in Wuhan’s poorly managed and shoddily constructed facilities, virtually ensuring their eventual escape. Dr. Fauci laundered federal grants through a sketchy and duplicitous British-born zoologist named Peter Daszak, whose organization, EcoHealth Alliance,119 was funding this dark wizardry.120 Daszak and his EcoHealth comrades were funneling not just American taxpayer dollars, but US proprietary bioweapons technology and intellectual property as well to Chinese scientists for the purpose of creating pandemic pathogens. His partners in this collaboration included the reckless Chinese shrimp scientist Shi Zhengli,121 her team of researchers, most associated with the Chinese military, and a potentially ethically challenged University of North Carolina professor, Ralph Baric, who was among Anthony Fauci’s most favored grantees.

Mr. Gates’s and Dr. Fauci’s prescient bodements about the nature and timing of the COVID-19 pandemic were, perhaps, less brilliant feats of soothsaying than reasonable bets on an occurrence that Dr. Fauci’s handiwork made inevitable.

In April of 2020, I was among the early writers to call attention to the history of Dr. Fauci’s dark obsessions with gain-of-function (GOF) research at the Wuhan lab.122 I posed the question: “Might Dr. Fauci’s experiments have helped create the pandemic that President Donald Trump has now appointed him to manage?” I recommended that Congress inquire whether Dr. Fauci, by toying with these sinister alchemies, had opened the Pandora’s box that loosed COVID-19 upon the world. Instagram flagged my post as “vaccine misinformation” and on February 10, 2021, cited it to justify my eviction from the platform.123,124 I had, by then, nearly eight hundred thousand followers, whom Instagram sought to shield from such dangerous thoughts.125





PART ONE:

THE ROAD TO WUHAN
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CHAPTER 2

Bioweapons and American Values




Our government has kept us in a perpetual state of fear—kept us in a continuous stampede of patriotic fervor—with the cry of grave national emergency. Always there has been some terrible evil at home or some monstrous foreign power that was going to gobble us up if we did not blindly rally behind it.1

—General Douglas MacArthur, 1957

One of the focuses of this book is the dark alliance between America’s military and intelligence agencies—particularly the CIA—and our public health bureaucracies. Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, the military and intelligence apparatus erected the biosecurity agenda as the new spear tip of American foreign policy.

These agencies deftly replaced the fear of the Soviet monolith and creeping communism with a fear of infectious disease, which they have successfully stoked to justify vast expansions in power—including the aggressive assertion of America’s imperial presence abroad and the steady erosion of constitutional rights at home that accompanied the rise of a surveillance and security state.

The third leg to this stool is America’s medical and scientific bureaucracy. The US bioweapons program perches at the confluence where the dark ambitions of the military-industrial complex mingle with those of the medical-industrial complex, composed largely of the federal scientific technocracy, the pharmaceutical industry, and the armies of academic researchers who receive funding from those entities.

Presidents Harry Truman and Dwight Eisenhower had both warned Americans against this anti-democratic development. Truman created the CIA in 1947. Exactly one month after my uncle John F. Kennedy’s assassination, Truman expressed his own fears about the agency’s power grab:

For some time, I have been disturbed by the way CIA has been diverted from its original assignment. It has become an operational and at times a policy-making arm of the Government. This has led to trouble and may have compounded our difficulties in several explosive areas. I never had any thought that when I set up the CIA that it would be injected into peacetime cloak and dagger operations. Some of the complications and embarrassment I think we have experienced are in part attributable to the fact that this quiet intelligence arm of the President has been so removed from its intended role that it is being interpreted as a symbol of sinister and mysterious foreign intrigue—and a subject for cold war enemy propaganda. . . . We have grown up as a nation, respected for our free institutions and for our ability to maintain a free and open society. There is something about the way the CIA has been functioning that is casting a shadow over our historic position, and I feel that we need to correct it.2

As we have seen, in his historic speech, Truman’s successor, Dwight Eisenhower, cautioned against a threat to democracy and freedom parallel to that posed by the war machine’s devotion to endless battle: the federal scientific technocracy. This caveat anticipated the rise of a medical cartel of sorts which, instead of promoting public health, would thrive on policies that resulted in sickened populations who trembled in terror of illness and disease.

For readers who wonder why our military and spy agencies would be interested in gain-of-function research, it’s worth reviewing the agency’s seventy-five-year preoccupation with bioweapons, pandemics, and vaccines.

Bioweapons development was the CIA’s first love, and has remained its relentless passion. The CIA’s natal obsession with bioweapons pitted the agency against all the idealistic underpinnings of both American democracy and the healing arts of medicine. Bioweapons, after all, are the inverse of medicine. By enhancing infectivity of pathogens and endowing them with resistance to antibiotics and therapeutic treatments, and to heat and cold, the occult art of bioweapons development seeks to undermine all of the advances of medicine made by a hundred generations of doctors and scientists since Hippocrates. Among the most alarming side effects of the federal preoccupation with bioweapons has been the systematic diversion of vast resources and armies of academic and government scientists away from public health and healing. We shall see that the rise of a biosecurity agenda has accompanied a diminution of our traditional freedoms, a weakening of democratic institutions, the militarization of medicine, and growing belligerence in foreign policy.

Modern gain-of-function science can only be understood in the context of its historical roots in the US bioweapons program. To appreciate the US government’s role in the catastrophe that befell the Wuhan lab, and to assure that a man-made pandemic never happens again requires a broader reckoning with the history of the US bioweapons program. The bioweapons cartel—popularly known as the Pandemic Preparedness and Response (PPR) industry—operates in tight secrecy, largely free from press scrutiny or criticism, immune from legal liability, and therefore free of accountability.

As the bioweapons agenda has emerged in recent years as the centerpiece of US foreign policy, it has caused innumerable harms to open transparent government, to civic discourse and free speech, to public health, and to public faith in our regulatory agencies and other democratic institutions in the US and other Western nations. It has corrupted and subverted our university education system, our scientific journals, and the entire evidence-based approach to science and medicine. It has elevated military power, corporate profit-taking, and social control to the highest aspirations of the medical establishment. It has helped turn the American media into a propaganda device for Big Pharma and the military-industrial complex.

It relies on a coalition that brings together the military, academia, medical journals, mainstream media, and public health regulators in a corrupt and secretive collaboration intended to turn medicine from a healing profession to a killing profession. Its linchpin is a sinister alliance between US spy and public health agencies and the Chinese military. It has become the fulcrum for neoconservatism’s globalist ambitions to empower billionaire elites and to disempower, disenfranchise, and commoditize the poor. It is the ultimate tool of imperial expansion abroad and for creating a security state at home. History has shown again and again the bioweapons agenda’s awesome power to transform compassionate, brilliant, idealistic doctors into monsters. Only by understanding its roots can we appreciate the danger it poses to all our cherished values and institutions.

The history I outline here will shed light on the assumptions and rise to power of men like Ralph Baric, Peter Daszak, Jeremy Farrar, and Anthony Fauci, as well as their networks, and allow us to view them and their activities with the skepticism they deserve.

The PPR industry has its roots in the bioweapons programs of the World War II warmongering fascist regimes of Germany and Japan.

The features the contemporary PPR-industrial complex shares with the German and Japanese bioweapons programs include tight alliances with the pharmaceutical industry and the media; the complicity of academia and medical schools; the co-opting of journals; intense secrecy; pervasive experimentation on human subjects; liberal use of the word “volunteers”; open-air testing on large unwilling populations; ethical elasticity; the normalization of lies; the use of microbiology to alter and weaponize bugs; the use of vaccine development as a mask for bioweapons research; the corruption of the entire medical establishment by co-opting its leadership into inverting the idealistic purpose of medicine; the use of propaganda, orchestrated fear, and deception to maintain public support; and the strategy of “off-shoring” outlaw research to rogue labs in other countries.

We will see how the US military and intelligence agencies appropriated not just the Nazi and Japanese scientists who pioneered the field, their tissue cultures, and their technologies for manipulating, breeding, and deploying pathogens, but also their ethical lacunae—their hubristic assumption of godlike power of life and death over large populations in service to their ideologies, and often self-serving notions of “the greater good.”








CHAPTER 3

A Brief History of Bioweapons




Biological warfare involves the use of living organisms for military objectives.1 These include viral, bacterial, and fungal weapons. Military strategists target soldiers, civilians, animals, and crops, spreading pathogens over a large geographic terrain by wind and water, or by infected insects and animals.2

Biological and chemical weaponry have served armies since men invented war. Some four thousand years ago, Indian monarchs deployed incendiary devices to confound their foes with smoke screens and noxious fumes. Assyrians in 600 BC poisoned enemy wells with rye ergot fungus containing an LSD-like chemical that induced a confused mental state and occasionally death.3,4 During the Peloponnesian Wars (431 BC), Spartans and Thebans burned wood soaked in sulfurous pitch beneath city walls to dislodge Plataea’s besieged defenders.5,6 Song dynasty commanders directed arsenical smokes against their revolting Jin vassals in 1000 AD.7 By the 1300s, Genghis and Kublai Khan’s Mongols were employing catapults to hurl plague-infested bodies over the walls of Caffa. A contemporary historian reported that “[t]hose who fled the city brought the Black Death to the rest of Europe.”8,9

In 1456, Belgrade’s Christians saved their city by burning sulfur-soaked blankets to suffocate besieging Ottomans in a toxic cloud.10

In 1763, during the French and Indian Wars, Lord Jeffrey Amherst, the British commander of Fort Pitt, ordered smallpox-infected blankets distributed to Chief Pontiac’s attacking Shawnee and Mingo warriors.11 In 1899 during the Boer War, British troops in South Africa poisoned wells used by Transvaal troopers and fired artillery shells that released explosive lyddite gas.12

During the “Golden Age” of bacteriology at the end of the nineteenth century, science first clearly mapped the causes of infectious diseases, exciting global interest in the military applications of germ theory.13,14 By World War I, European militaries were enthusiastically exploring the strategic potential of germs. Germany, France, and Great Britain mass-produced anthrax spores and glanders bacteria to kill military draft animals.15

But chemical weapons dominated the attention of military strategists due to their potential to inflict instantaneous mass casualties that dwarfed the most impressive advances by germ warfare aficionados. To break the European theatre’s trench warfare deadlock in World War I, both sides deployed phosgene, chlorine, and mustard gases, killing ninety-one thousand soldiers and causing 1.3 million casualties, one of whom became a fixture of my childhood.16 My family’s summer rituals on Cape Cod included daily sails on Nantucket Sound, during which my parents would always carry a sandwich to a World War I vet who hooked scup and flounder and tended a small fleet of lobster pots from a tiny dinghy that he anchored in the lee of the Hyannisport jetty light. We called him “Putt” because that was the only coherent sound he could utter due to severe brain damage from nerve gas. I saw many other gas casualties in my youth, mainly veterans blinded by mustard gas.

Universal revulsion at the fiendish carnage from weaponized gas prompted Western nations to outlaw the use of all chemical and biological weapons in warfare at a conference in Geneva, convened at the United States’ instigation, in 1925.17 US representatives signed the treaty, but the Senate Foreign Relations Committee refused to ratify it, citing unresolved disputes over the regulation of tear gas for crowd control. The US would thereafter be the only nation on the UN Security Council that refused to be bound by the 1925 Geneva Protocol’s prohibition against first use of chemical and biological armaments in war.18

Only one of its signatories, Italy, openly violated Geneva prior to World War II; Benito Mussolini garnered global condemnation when his armies deployed mustard gas against Ethiopians in 1936.19

During the 1930s, Russia, Britain, and Germany actively researched chemical and biological weaponry.20,21 Third Reich chemists in the employ of German pharmaceutical behemoth IG Farben minted an arsenal of über-deadly nerve gases that were odorless, invisible, and orders of magnitude more toxic than WWI-vintage gases.22 The Germans also developed an extensive arsenal of germ weapons, testing them in human experiments on detainees in Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Natzweiler-Struthof, and their other death and labor camps.

The Germans narrowly rejected the deployment of their chemical and bioweapons in combat for idiosyncratic and strategic rather than moral rationale. Adolf Hitler reportedly had aversions to both biological and chemical weapons, the former rooted apparently in his germophobia and his fear of blowback—the so-called “boomerang effect” in which disease spreads to friendly forces—and the latter from his experiences of being gassed in World War I.23 In 1947, Albert Speer, Hitler’s Minister of Production, told the Nuremberg tribunal why the Germans did not use these assets in combat even after Hitler—beleaguered by late-war losses—finally ordered his generals to unleash their nerve agent arsenal. Speer explained, “All sensible army people turned gas warfare down as being utterly insane, since, in view of [America’s] superiority in the air, it would not be long before it would bring the most terrible catastrophe upon German cities.”24

Britain stockpiled anthrax cakes for “Operation Vegetarian,” a plan to poison Germany’s beef and dairy herds, and tested the weapon in a few low-level flights over Germany in 1942.25,26

The Luftwaffe, in turn, sprayed hoof-and-mouth disease microbes over Russian fields with low-flying aircraft. The Reich’s High Command concluded that, if used against Germany’s dairy and meat industry, the disease “would have been the greatest catastrophe ever faced.”27 With that exception, none of the combatants in Europe used biological weapons during World War II.28

Japan’s Unit 731

Perhaps because of its limited access to the petroleum feedstocks upon which chemical warfare capacity relies, Japan was the first nation to industrialize production of weaponized pathogens.29 Japan, which was a signatory to the Geneva agreement but failed to ratify it, used both gas and biological weapons in its 1937–1945 war against China.30,31 The eight divisions of Detachment 731—the Biological Warfare Unit of the Kwantung Army—mass-produced deadly germs in sprawling laboratories across occupied Manchuria, and subjected the region’s captive population to ghoulish experiments in industrial warfare.32,33

According to eyewitness accounts, at least three thousand human guinea pigs died hideously in Japanese germ warfare experiments during that period.34 After World War II, Russian officials indicted twelve Japanese Army officials from Detachment 731 for field-testing bubonic plague, cholera, typhoid, typhus, and anthrax. Japan’s deployment of these weapons against civilian targets, according to some estimates, killed as many as five hundred thousand civilians in Chinese and Manchurian cities.35,36

US military and intelligence agents recruited the officers and scientists of Unit 731 and Hermann Göring’s Nazi bioweapons program after World War II, thereby imprinting the US biological warfare program—at its birth—with strategies, methodologies, and the ethical malleability that had sanctioned Japan’s campaign of depravity in its Manchurian charnel houses and Germany’s vile concentration camps and medical experimentation.37 The infectious ethical bankruptcy of the US bioweapons culture—which still pervades the military, intelligence, and public health agencies, and their partners in academia—is, arguably, the legacy of Japan’s bioweaponeers and the Nazi doctors whom the CIA recruited during Operation Paperclip.38 It’s therefore worth spending a moment considering the links between contemporary NIH-funded virology and the strategies adopted by its Japanese and German progenitors.

One of the most striking similarities between the modern US and the WWII-vintage Japanese and German bioweapons programs is the shocking symbiosis linking military bioweapons development to civilian academies, the mainstream medical establishment, and the scientific journals. In both war-torn Japan and Germany, as well as contemporary America, individual doctors and university medical schools saw their idealistic healing missions subverted by the ineluctable gravities of militarized medicine and the biosecurity rubric.

In Japan, it all began idealistically enough, with the noble mission of ending mass casualties of soldiers from infectious disease. Prior to the twentieth century, militaries across the globe suffered eighty percent of losses of deployed soldiers from disease—the so-called “silent war”—and fewer than twenty percent to combat.39,40 In both the US Civil War and the 1846–48 Mexican–American War, for example, three American soldiers died of sickness for every battlefield casualty.41,42 In World War I, the US did somewhat better, losing 63,114 soldiers to disease and 53,402 to combat.43

Determined to tackle this strategic vulnerability, Japan’s military medical corps during the late nineteenth century implemented the most elegant and effective systems of water purification, nutrition, and bacteriological control ever employed by an army.44,45,46 These reforms virtually eliminated mortality from typhoid, typhus, cholera, and other mass killers among Japanese soldiers. During the Russo-Japanese war in 1905, Japan, the world’s undisputed leader in military medicine at the time, succeeded in miraculously reducing deaths from disease to less than one percent.47,48 The Japanese military suffered one-sixth the cases of typhoid and dysentery as the Russian troops.49

At the turn of the twentieth century, the American military surgeon Louis Livingston Seaman declared that Japanese military medicine and wartime bacteriology were the best in the world. Unit 731 historian Hal Gold writes that “[t]heir standards . . . were far higher than those maintained by the United States and Great Britain, and
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1954 Operation Whitecoat begins testing deadly pathogens on
Seventh-Day Adventists

1955 CIA releases unknown bacteria over Tampa Bay, Florida

1959 Arsenal of weaponized insects developed

1960 Pentagon and CIA actively research biological and chemical
weapons by the mid-1960s

1961 |Jan17 | Eisenhower warns against the rise of the “military-industrial
complex” and public policy capture by a scientific-technological
elite

1962 | Jan US begins using defoliants, including Agent Orange, in Vietnam

1962 Cuba charges CIA with instigating Newcastle outbreak

1964 Army and Navy deploy missiles with biological warheads
attached

1965 CIA sprays bacteria into the air in Washington DC

1966 | Jun 7-10 | CIA tests bioweapon feasibility in New York City subway system

1966 CIA begins Project MKSEARCH to find mind-altering drugs
that can be used to control human behavior

1966 US researchers succeed in freeze-drying bioagents

1966 Smallpox escapes a UK lab, infecting residents of Birmingham

1967 CIA begins Project MKOFTEN/CHICKWIT to test
toxicological effects on humans and animals

1967 Fort Detrick develops delivery of bioagents by Sergeant missile

1967 Secretary of Defense acknowledges US is actively developing
biological weapons

1967 Outbreak of Marburg virus from lab leaks in Germany and Serbia

1969 President Nixon terminates the American biowarfare program

1971 US conducts biological attack on Cuba with African swine fever

1971 Smallpox escapes lab near Aral Sea
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Year | Month/ | Event
Day

1914 European militaries explore germ warfare in WW1

1925 Geneva Protocol establishes no first use of chemical and
biological warfare

1932 Shiro Ishii opens lab in Harbin, China, as “Ground Zero” of
bioweapons research

1933 Germans test bioweapon feasibility in Paris Metro and London’s
Piccadilly Circus

1936 Shiro Ishii forms Japan’s notorious Unit 731

1937 Japan uses biological weapons against China

1940 | Oct Unit 731 tests plague-infested fleas on occupied Chinese cities
and towns

1940 Fort Detrick breeds super bugs to spread pathogens

1941 WBC committee convenes to determine feasibility of bioweapons

1942 | Feb1y | WBC committee endorses biowarfare as a promising new line of
weaponry

1942 Mustard gas experiments begin on US servicemen

1943 | Mar US Army Biological Warfare Laboratories set up at Camp Detrick

1943 FDR pledges no first use of biowarfare and chemical weapons

1945 | Sep First US officials go to Japan to gather data from Unit 731

1945 Operation Paperclip begins importing Nazi scientists

1946 | Jan Ishii is detained by US agents who retrieve hidden data and
specimens

1947 CIA takes control of Operation Paperclip

1947 Edgewood Arsenal begins human experiments with tabun gas

1949 |Aug29 | Russia detonates their first atomic bomb

1949 | Aug The CIA conducts biological infection testing through the
Pentagon air conditioning system

1949 | Dec The US co-opts Japanese war criminals to develop biological
weapons

1950 | Sep 26 | Navy begins testing effects of airborne bacteria on civilians
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1972 US destroys stockpiles of biological agents and munitions

1973 CIA destroys records of human experimentation

1975 | Jan22 | US ratifies the Geneva Protocol

1975 US signs Biological Weapons Convention treaty

1977 | Mar Senate hearings confirm historical field experiments on 239
populated areas

1977 HiNr (Spanish flu) escapes from a lab, causing an outbreak in
China

1979 Laboratory accident in Sverdlovsk, USSR, triggers outbreak of
anthrax

1985 US sends weapons-specific biological agents to Saddam Hussein

1987 DOD operating 127 bioweapon research projects

1988 | Nov 23 | Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act signed
into law

1990 | May 22 | US signs the Biological Weapons Anti-Terrorism Act of 1989 into
law

1991 Bioweapons “blow back” on US forces in Desert Storm, forcing

the use of a dangerous anthrax vaccine that likely contributes
greatly to the mysterious Gulf War illness suffered by returning
veterans
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