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Foreword, Who is Dad?
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Dad. Say it. Dad. What does Dad mean? Dad’s not Father. No. Not Papa. Definitely not. Not Daddy, not Daddio. No way. Don’t even consider Pater. Dad is something and someone else entirely. Dad. He has a solid monosyllabic quality, a comforting bluntness. Dad is all homely and informal in his open-necked shirt. Dad is unique and universal, a fascinating amalgam of qualities, vices and foibles. Dad is drama and excitement, unfolding action, comedy, romance, soap opera, game show. All human life is in Dad. Dad is a landscape and a portrait. Dad is history; Dad is culture. Dad reaches his arms around the world. Dad is a king with an invisible crown. Dad is the centre, gravity, the slowly spinning gyroscope from which all things come. Dad is all this and more. Pretty much.

 

You might be a Dad; you might not. But, whoever you are, rich or poor, black or white, great or small, man, woman or child, you will know how essential Dad can be. You will know of an occasion, an incident, an accident, something from your very own past that says something about the nature, the role, the purpose of Dad. Dad is part of nature’s great cycle. Dads have children; children have Dads. And so on. It’s time to celebrate Dad.
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Know your Dad
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Dads are, of course, people. For this reason, Dads and expressions of Dadness are infinitely varied. But, infinitely varied or not, they can be analysed and assessed, and many fall into recognisable patterns of behaviour. So, if you’re trying to figure out exactly who and what your Dad is, or you are a Dad and you’re trying to figure out exactly who and what you are, or you are a Dad and you know exactly who and what you are, but you’re thinking of re-inventing yourself, then it’s worth making brain-space for the types of Dad on offer.
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How Strict is Your Dad?

Your Dad finds the twelve-year-old you smoking a Woodbine in the potting shed. His response is to…


a) Enlist you in the navy.

b) Withdraw library privileges for a month.

c) Say, without looking at you, ‘Woodbines are for the servants. You should have asked me.’



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is pretty strict. At least he lets you live.

b) Your Dad is pretty savvy–he knew you’d prefer a caning to get it over with.

c) Your Dad may not be your real father.



Dad Rule



Dads come in different levels of scariness–some can be tyrants, others are more like big cuddly toys you take money from. Some can fail to instil any morals at all.

How Fashionable is Your Dad?

Your parents are invited to a friend’s fortieth-birthday bash. Your Dad wears…


a) That somewhat sombre suit he wore when he appeared before the Commons Select Committee.

b) His Rolling Stones Voodoo Lounge Tour T-shirt.

c) The ironed top and trousers your Mum put out for him.



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is not very fashionable, but it’s okay because he really doesn’t care.

b) The answer is the same.

c) Your Dad could possibly be quite…‘cool’. In this case it all depends on your Mother.



Dad Rule



There is a very general and very simple rule when it comes to Dads and fashion–they are not fashionable.


How Old is Your Dad?

You run to your Dad, new football in hand, and beg him to come outside for a game. Your Dad…


a) Has snatched the ball from you and has dribbled halfway down the garden before you have laced up your boots.

b) Lowers the Daily Telegraph, puts down his pipe and says, ‘That’s more of a weekend sort of thing, chum. I’ve been working, so I just want to read the obits, puff the old St Bruno and sip on a single malt. All right?’

c) Does nothing. But the nurse beside the bed puts her finger to her lips and shakes her head.



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is still plenty youthful and good for all the outdoor stuff.

b) Your Dad is probably past his peak, but good for the occasional outing. If you have two older siblings you are very likely an accident.

c) It sounds like you could be accidental or illegitimate. Either way, you’re playing alone.



Dad Rule



Dads are not constrained by biology in the same ways that Mums are. There have been some famous octogenarian Dads with plenty to offer (mostly cash).

How Left Wing is Your Dad?

A man canvassing for an extreme right-wing party comes to the door. Your Dad…


a) Punches him on the nose.

b) Tries to punch him on the nose, but fails.

c) Says he doesn’t believe in God, thank you very much, and closes the door.



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is probably more violent than ideologically committed.

b) Your Dad is probably committed but inept.

c) There are a number of possibilities, including the possibility that your Dad is highly committed but frequently drunk.



Dad Rule



Left-wing Dads are becoming increasingly rare. These days you are more likely to have a generally Anti-Capitalist Dad. If you have got the genuine article, treasure him–he’s highly collectable.










Ken



    Ken–The silver fox, Ken smells of new and cheap leather sofas. An impressive covering of chest hair belies a sharp intellect and a lateral-thinking mind; perfect for the Sunday Express crossword. Myopic to the point of absurdity, Ken’s glasses would happily withstand a lunar re-entry.
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How Puerile is Your Dad?

The presenters of a wildlife TV programme are discussing ‘a beautiful pair of tits’. Your Dad…


a) Sniggers his soup out through his nose.

b) Says, ‘The one on the left looks a good deal more plump.’

c) Says, ‘Yes.’



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is puerile, but only averagely so.

b) Your Dad is clearly highly suggestible and could be dangerous.

c) You are the proud possessor of an ambiguous Dad. Ambiguous Dads can be great fun.



Dad Rule



Generally speaking, a puerile Dad tends to be a bit irksome. Most Dads understand that puerility is immature and that’s not what your kids want from you.

How Punctual is Your Dad?

Your Dad has an important meeting at 9 a.m. He…


a) Leaves an hour early in case the first train is cancelled or delayed.

b) Contributes to the meeting by mobile phone from the car park of a Little Chef.

c) Has his presentation available as a download from a dedicated Internet site, and is available for questions via live web-cam conferencing.



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is a sound, punctual man who takes his responsibilities seriously.

b) Your Dad may have good intentions, but he has no strategy.

c) Your Dad doesn’t need to be punctual because he’s living in the future.



Dad Rule



A punctual Dad is a good Dad–especially after football practice, the cinema, the school dance or a five-hour bender in a nightclub.


What Does Your Dad Always Carry with Him?

On the way back from a holiday in Devon, the family car breaks down at night on Dartmoor. Your Dad produces his…


a) Tool kit. He then busies himself under the bonnet for a couple of minutes before returning to the car, starting it first time and muttering, ‘Thought so,’ to himself.

b) SAS survival manual. He then gets everybody out of the car and begins the search for ‘high ground and cover’.

c) Guitar. He then gives the family a heart-felt rendition of Warren Zevon’s ‘Werewolves of London’.



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is awesome and, even though he might spend much of his time in the garage, is definitely a handy Dad in a crisis.

b) Your Dad is probably fairly good in a sticky situation, but may overreact. A dogged, level-headed Mum helps in such cases.

c) Your Dad is really entertaining to have around, but may not be able to keep you alive in a mortal danger scenario.



Dad Rule



Most Dads carry something with them, whether a pen or a copy of Lyrical Ballads. It helps them feel ready for something.

How Philosophical is Your Dad?

The family is on a day trip to Tenby when a weirdo approaches in the street and tells your Dad that he is nothing more than a product of dominant ideology. Your Dad replies…


a) ‘What do you mean by product? What do you mean by dominant? And what do you mean by ideology?’

b) ‘I’m already a member, thank you very much.’

c) ‘Er…’



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is probably a fairly philosophical fellow. At least he likes to settle the terms of reference.

b) Either your Dad doesn’t like being stopped in the street, or he’s agreeing with the terms of reference in an ironic sort of way.

c) Your Dad is probably not used to the cut and thrust of intellectual debate. He could still be a great guy though.



Dad Rule)



A philosophical Dad is a good thing. Certainly he is more likely to understand any difficulties his children might have, rather than lashing out or shouting. Another good way of testing how philosophical your Dad might be is to keep asking ‘why?’ and see how long it takes him to lose his rag.


What Does Your Dad Call You?

Part One



Your Dad comes home from a lengthy business trip. You are playing in the street and see him turn the corner, his briefcase in his hand. You run towards him, and, beaming his most adoring smile, he opens his arms wide to receive you. He calls out…


a) ‘Hey, Scout! Good to see you!’

b) ‘Hey, little monkey!’

c) ‘Hey, it’s you!’



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is Gregory Peck in To Kill a Mockingbird. That’s rare. It’s also excellent, as Gregory Peck plays a highly heroic Dad in a film of a book in which a highly heroic Dad is a central character.

b) Your Dad sees you as something of a pet. At some point he will need disabusing of this idea.

c) Your Dad probably can’t remember your name. If you are one of numerous siblings, this is what you are probably used to. If you are an only child and your Dad is often away on lengthy business trips, it’s just possible that he’s a bigamist, or at least living a double life.



Part Two



You have received an unusually poor school report and your Dad summons you to the study to reprimand you. He calls out…


a) Your full name. For example, John Prestatyn Erasmus Smith, or Emily Rosamund Mooncalf Jones.

b) (Depending on gender) simply ‘Boy’ or ‘Girl’.

c) ‘Yo, Loser!’



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is okay. He just wants you to see yourself as a full person, as someone who should have some self-respect, someone who should want to fulfil his or her intellectual potential.

b) Your Dad wants what Dad (a) wants, he just can’t remember your name.

c) Your Dad takes a somewhat harsh attitude towards your accomplishments. Success can be achieved through fear of violent retribution, but it is a bit of an outdated approach.



Dad Rule



Sometimes what your Dad calls you can say more about him than you. Don’t be afraid to tell him if you find your given moniker inappropriate. Sometimes he just might not see that ‘Bell-end’ is not a nickname all children will feel comfortable with.


How Financially Sound is Your Dad?

Your Dad comes into your room to ‘talk about money’. He says…


a) ‘You’re twelve years old now, we need to discuss the corporation and your inheritance.’

b) ‘You’re twelve years old now, which is old enough to lend your old man some cash. I need some smokes and I got a tip from Newmarket.’

c) ‘You’re twelve years old now, so I’m giving you thruppence to put aside for your wedding.’



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is probably minted. This is a good thing, in that having nothing is certainly worse, but, as poor people hope, it won’t guarantee your Dad happiness.

b) Your Dad is financially challenged. Unfortunately, this type of Dad often requires money as well as love, and rich and successful children are his favourite kind.

c) Your family may be the cast of a Dickens novel. So your Dad is basically a good man who has fallen victim to a cruel, unsentimental world.



Dad Rule



Let’s face it, in any child’s view, Dads are there to buy you things. So, the richer your Dad the better the things you get. It doesn’t always work out, but the odds are not bad.

How Realistic is Your Dad?

You are a young child, and as the festive season approaches, you question your Dad about the existence of another father–Father Christmas. He says…


a) ‘Of course Father Christmas exists. And if you’ve been a good child, I’m sure he’ll bring you all the presents you want.’

b) ‘Father Christmas is a myth. If you’re going to ask me about God–ditto. Any more questions?’

c) ‘Move out of the way. I’m watching the racing.’



If you answered:


a) Your Dad likes dreams and fantasy. These kinds of Dads tend not to be realistic, but are usually pretty indulgent.

b) Your Dad is one hard-nosed guy. He can seem harsh and uncaring at times and his children tend towards extremes–captains of industry or drug addicts.

c) Your Dad also likes dreams and fantasy. Unfortunately, these dreams are of a financial nature. Your Dad may be indulgent too, but not indefinitely.



Dad Rule



As with many Dad qualities, compromise is best. You want a Dad who is going to understand your dreams, even if they are genuinely stupid.


How Patriotic is Your Dad?

Your Dad is at an England–Germany game with some work colleagues. When the players are lined up and the band strikes up the national anthem, your Dad…


a) Stands up and is suddenly surprised by a tear in his eye.

b) Turns to the Africa section of the Economist.

c) Slides his gaze along the line of players and shakes his head ruefully.



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is the common passive patriot. He gets emotional, but not often.

b) Your Dad is more committed to a bullish futures market than any particular country. This type of Dad is often rich, which is good, but don’t expect him ever to let you win at anything.

c) Your Dad is looking to emigrate.



Dad Rule



Patriotism is the last refuge of the scoundrel. Dads can be scoundrels, so don’t be surprised if the old man has an inner flag-waver.

How Indulgent is Your Dad?

It’s your eleventh birthday. As he hands you your present, he says…


a) ‘I know how much you like whisky. I thought you should have some single malts of your own. You know, for when the guys are round and stuff.’

b) ‘Now we’re quits.’

c) ‘Obviously, the personal butler is only a token. The real gift is in the card–I’ve listed the additions I’ve made to your stock portfolio.’



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is pretty indulgent. Single malts! What will your eighteenth be like?

b) You need to do some thinking. What did he mean? He certainly doesn’t sound indulgent.

c) Your Dad may seem way too indulgent but it would seem you’re already living a rarefied life, in which case you’re probably already used to it.



Dad Rule



An indulgent Dad may sound like a good thing. He is.


Where Did it All Begin?

Your earliest memory of your Dad is…


a) Him lying on a beach, a News of the World across his face and a strange noise coming from beneath it.

b) Him on TV, playing football.

c) Him coming home after being away for several months, and your mother crying and saying, ‘You’re alive!’ over and over again.



If you answered:


a) Your Dad is just some guy. Makes you wonder why it is that you read the Observer.

b) Anything is possible–he may be running a pub in Oswestry by now, he may be the trainer of a string of Oaks winners.

c) It sounds like you are always going to be living up to something major.



Dad Rule



Your earliest memory of your Dad probably doesn’t signify much. If it’s good, then thinking about it from time to time might help re-enforce familial bonds. If it’s bad, then let it go. It was probably just Dad on an off day.
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The Spotter’s Guide
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Walk down any street, avenue, thoroughfare, mews or crescent, and you might well pass one. Buy an item in a shop or phone a hotline to complain about something, and you might well speak to one. Spill a pint in a public house and you might end up fighting one. Better still, get your binoculars and a pad and pencil and start spotting them. Dads. Like those finches that hang around the Galapagos Islands, Dads adapt to all sorts of environmental factors. Spotting and identifying these adaptations can almost make for a fascinating hobby or pastime. You might find that you know one. You might even find that you are one.
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Ideal Day
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It looks like it’s just going to be another slow Monday. But Car Salesman Dad knows that just around the corner is the big one, the once-in-a-lifetime moment, the moment when you look up from your desk and through the Portakabin window and see coming into the yard the kind of car you never see in a used-car lot.

 

A dishevelled pop star, of whom Car Salesman Dad has never heard, wants to sell his 1990 Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit in ocean blue, right now, for cash. In an instant he knows he can buy this car, and he knows someone who might want to buy it from him.

 

He suggests seven and a half to the pop star, who seems happy with eight, in cash, today. The test drive is sublime and the documentation is all good.

 

Just around the corner is the big one, the once-in-a-lifetime moment

 

By mid-afternoon, Car Salesman Dad has sold the Roller on eBay at a 400 per cent mark-up after he discovered just how famous the pop star actually was. So he’s able to knock off early and go to pick the kids up from school. They take the scenic route home and have a celebratory fish-and-chip dinner.

 

Car Salesman Dad goes to sleep dreaming of cheques and pop stars.
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Actual Day
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In actuality, Car Salesman Dad sees no one all morning, spending his time polishing and sweeping and suchlike.

 

Two potential punters come in at lunchtime. One does nothing but shake his head and kick the vehicles, the other talks too much and it’s soon apparent that that’s what he wants–to talk.

 

When the kids get off school Car Salesman Dad foolishly gives them some keys so they can sit in the cars and pretend to drive them. He realises just how foolish when he looks up from his desk to see a 1998 Mondeo Ghia X lurching like a drunken kangaroo across the forecourt. All he can do is watch as it crunches into a low-mileage 2001 Volkswagen Polo automatic.

[image: image]


[image: image]


The children are sent home and the rest of the afternoon is spent down at the body shop having the panels beaten back and re-sprayed.

 

After dinner and a bath, Car Salesman Dad wants to do some paperwork, but is forced to spend the
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