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Preface 

 

Sixty-four Years of Literary Inquisition 

Bridging Two Millennia 

 

In  Chinese  dictionaries  published  since  the  founding  of  the  People’s 

Republic  of  China  (PRC)  in  1949,  the  definition  of Literary  Inquisition  is restricted to “the rulers of olden times”; at the very least, it is a relic of the past, occurring  no  more  recently  than  a  century  ago,  mainly  during  the  Ming  and Qing  dynasties.  In  the Mandarin  Dictionary  published  by  the  Ministry  of Education  of  the  Republic  of  China  (ROC,  Taiwan), Literary  Inquisition  is defined as occurring in the “era of absolute monarchy”, precluding its existence in  the  Republic  era.  A  revised  edition  has  amended  the  definition  to  read, “During the autocratic era, criminal cases arising from the written word”. This last  definition  is  the  common  usage  adopted  by  contemporary  Chinese literature, and also for this book. 

The  etymology  of  the  Chinese  term  for Literary  Inquisition  (Wenzi  Yu)

derives from a  verse by the Qing dynasty poet  Gong Zizhen, who in his poem “Ode  to  History”  described  literati  who  wrote  only  for  enjoyment  while carefully avoiding any word that might bring them punishment as living under Literary  Inquisition.  According  to  the  above  definition,  however,  the  earliest record  of  literary  inquisition  goes  back  over 2,000 years  to  the Western  Han dynasty. According to the History of the Han (Hanshu), Yang Yun, a grandson of the great historian Sima Qian, was demoted, and during a search of his home in 45 B.C.,  a draft letter he wrote to a friend, Sun Huizong, complaining about his situation was found. Although the letter praised the Emperor Xuanzong, the emperor  regarded  the  letter as  treasonous  and  ordered  Yang  Yun  cut  in  half. Sun  Huizong  and  a  number  of  other  acquaintances  were  also  implicated  and dismissed from office. 

Su Shi (Su Dongpo), a statesman and scholar  in Northern Song, is the most 

famous  victim  of  literary  inquisition.  In  1079,  during  the  reign  of  Emperor Shenzong,  while  Su  Shiwas  transferred  to  be  a  prefect  of  Huzhou,  imperial 
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censors accused him of  complaining  in his letter of thanks to the  emperor, and of malign and slanderous content in some of his poetry as well. He was arrested and  imprisoned  for  nearly  five  months,  facing  execution,  but  thanks  to  the intervention of the Empress Dowager and current and former prime ministers, he was merely demoted and banished. Implicated with him were the celebrated literary scholar Sima Guang and more than 20 other officials of various ranks. 

Literary  inquisition  became  worse  with  each  dynasty  and  era,  and  was 

especially  prevalent during  the  Qing  dynasty, when  a  few  isolated  words  and phrases  quoted  out  of  context  could  bring  a  death  sentence.  The  “case  of Zhuang Tinglong’s Ming History,” occurring just before Emperor Kangxi came to  power,  implicated  the  largest  number  of  people  and  was  dealt  with  most harshly. The  merchant  Zhuang  had commissioned  the  production  of  a History of the Ming Dynasty, which did not follow the official term of  “puppet Ming” (Wei  Ming)  when  referring  the  defeated  inheritors  of  the  previous  Ming dynasty. More than  two thousand people were implicated, including Zhuang’s father,  who  had  printed  the  book  in  memory  of  his  son.  Seventy-two  were executed  (eighteen  by  dismemberment),  and  more  than  seven  hundred  were sent  into exile.  The so-called  flourishing  age  of  the  Emperor Qianlong  period had more than one hundred and thirty cases of literary inquisition in sixty-four years. 

Since  the  Republic  of  China  was  established  in  1912,  restrictions  on 

expression  were  relaxed,  but  literary  inquisition  still  occurred  on  occasion. While  the  Beiyang  Government  in  Beijing  dominated  northern  China  until 1928,  the  Fengtian  warlord  Zhang  Zuolin  imposed  brutal  despotism  over  his subjects for a four-year period in the 1920s that included the execution in broad daylight of independent newspapermen Shao Piaoping and Lin Baishui. 

The  national  government  in  Nanjing  imposed  autocracy  in  the  name  of 

“political  tutelage”,  strengthening  prohibitions  on  expression  from  1927 onward,  mainly  through  censorship  of  printed  works.  Although  books  were banned  and  texts  excised,  harsh  punishment  was  rare;  still,  Chen  Duxiu,  the founding General Secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) who was imprisoned  by  the  Kuomintang  (KMT,  Chinese  Nationalist  Party)  in  1932, wrote  in  a  satirical  poem:  “Thanks be  to  the magnanimity  of  the  party-state, which bans books rather than burns them. Literary inquisition still thrives in the 
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Republic,  alas!”  Two  cases  of  literary  inquisition  drew  the  greatest  public approbation  at  this  time:  In  Shanghai,  the  chief editor  of Rebirth  Weekly,  Du Chongyuan (Tu Chung-yuan), spent more than a year in prison after an article drew  severe protest  from  the  Japanese  government  for  “insulting  the  Emperor and  damaging  diplomatic  relations”.  In  the  second case,  the  editor-in-chief  of Jiangsheng  Daily,  Liu  Yusheng, revealed  that  General  Gu Zhutong  (Ku Chu-tung),  the  governor  of  Jiangsu  Province,  and  other  senior  officials  had auctioned  off  opium  seized  during  drug  raids,  among  other  corrupt  acts.  In retaliation,  Ku  claimed  that  short  stories  published  in  one  of  the  newspaper’s supplements  “promoted  communism”  and  “instigated  class  struggle”,  and without  going  through  the  process  of  trial,  Liu  was  summarily  executed  for “endangering the Republic”. 

The harshness of the modern Communist regime has far exceeded that of all 

past despots, as the PRC’s founder Mao Zedong openly acknowledged:  “What was  Emperor  Qin  Shi  Huang?  He  only  buried  460  scholars,  but  we  buried 46,000. During the suppression of counter-revolutionaries, didn’t we kill some counterrevolutionary  intellectuals?  I’ve  discussed  this  with  pro-democracy advocates:  ‘You  call  us  Qin  Shi Huang  as  an  insult,  but  we’ve  surpassed  Qin Shi  Huang  a  hundred-fold.’  Some  people  curse  us  as  dictators  like  Qin  Shi Huang. We must categorically accept this as factually accurate. Unfortunately, you haven’t said enough and leave it to us to say the rest”. 

In fact, the number of writers killed under CPC rule far exceeds 46,000, and 

the number imprisoned is incalculable. This volume collects 64 cases occurring from 1947 to 2010, with one emblematic case for each year, but these represent just  the tip  of  the  iceberg. The  CPC has officially  acknowledged that  550,000 people  were  labeled  “Rightists”  from  1957  to  1959,  mostly  through  various types of literary inquisition, making the 130-plus cases of the Qianlong period pale in comparison. This volume describes the cases of 12  “Rightist” victims – Sun Mingxun, Feng Xuefeng, Lin Xiling, Ding Ling, Ai Qing, Lin Zhao, Wang Ruowang, Wang Zaoshi, Chen Fengxiao, Yuan Changying, Nie Gannu and Liu Binyan,  obviously  only  a  minute  proportion.  In  the  single  case  of  the  “anti-Party”  novel Liu  Zhidan,  more  than  10,000  people  were  persecuted,  the most wide-ranging  literary  inquisition  in  Chinese  history.  In  the  case  of  Wang Shenyou’s love letter, Wang ripped up the letter before sending it, but  he was 
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forced  to  rewrite  it  and  was  then  executed  for  his  “unspoken  criticism”.  A multitude  of  such  cases  demonstrates  that  literary  inquisition  has  reached  its fullest flowering under CPC rule. 

Marking  its  50th  anniversary  in  2010,  the  Writers  in  Prison  Committee 

(WiPC) of PEN International (previously International PEN)  issued a list of 50 cases of  writers  imprisoned  all  over  the world  during  the  past  50  years. The Independent  Chinese  PEN  Center  (ICPC)  responded  by  compiling  50  cases involving  58  Chinese  writers. This  volume  has  revised  and supplemented  the original  list to provide the biographies of 71 victims in 64 cases. 

This  volume  highlights  the  most  representative  cases  involving  the  most 

influential people persecuted during various political movments and campaigns under  CPC  rule.  For  this  reason,  even  though  the  Yan’an  Rectification Movement occurred prior to the establishment of the PRC, it is the first large-scale  literary  inquisition  known  to  have  taken place  in  a  CPC-ruled  territory, and so its most famous victim, Wang Shiwei, has been selected as the first case in this volume. However, because other writers who came under criticism with Wang at the time, such as Xiao Jun, Ding Ling and Ai Qing, underwent literary inquisition  during  subsequent  political  movements,  and  the  experiences  and case details of other victims of the same period remain unclear, no other cases have as yet been identified during the period from when Wang was imprisoned in  1942  until  his  execution  in  1947;  for  that  reason,  the  year  of  Wang’s execution has been made the starting point of this volume, even though his case began five years earlier. 

Some  large-scale  literary  inquisitions,  such  as  the  case  of  the  “Hu  Feng 

Counterrevolutionary  Clique”  and  the  Anti-Rightist  Campaign,  had  a  large number of victims, or their most prominent cases all occurred in a single year. Apart  from the  primary  or  most  influential  victims  of  these  campaigns, some additional  victims  are  allocated  to  years  in  which  they  first  came  under criticism or were arrested, tried, sent to labor reform, imprisoned, executed or released. The cases of Ah Long, Lu Ling, Geng Yong, Zhang Zhongxiao, Mei Zhi and Lü Yuan, all persecuted as “core members of the Hu Feng Clique”, are recorded in this way. 

In  addition,  some  political  mass  criticism  campaigns  targeting  cultural 

works  such  as  the  film The  Life of  Wu Xun and  Yu Pingbo’s research  on The 
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Dream  of  the  Red  Chamber  did  not  result  in  the  actual  writers,  editors  or publishers of these works being victimized; as a result, the individuals included here  are  others  implicated  in  those  cases,  such  as  Sun  Mingxun  and  Feng Xuefeng.  In  fact,  however,  few  of  those  involved  escaped  the  Cultural Revolution that followed a decade later. 

In addition,  the  case  of  Shen Congwen  is not  one  of  literary  inquisition  in 

the  narrow  sense;  he  was  not  denounced  or  imprisoned  by  the  authorities because of his writings, but rather was criticized just as  the CPC was about to take power. In this  respect, he can be considered a spiritual prisoner of literary inquisition, and is therefore included as a special case. 

Since  ancient  times,  victims  of  literary  inquisition  have  always  included 

idealists  who  have  intentionally  violated  literary  taboos,  but  there  have  also been many who have fallen victim by unintentionally offending the authorities. Using  the  pen  name  Du  Deji,  Lu  Xun  wrote  in  the  essay  “Barriers”:  “I  had always thought that literary disaster resulted from taunting the Qing rulers. Yet, in fact that was hardly so... Some were crude and rash, some were crazy, some were  rustic  pedants  unconscious  of  taboos,  some  were  of  the  ignorant  masses genuinely  concerned  about  the  imperial  royalty...  who  actually  regarded  His Majesty as their father and lovingly toadied to him like a pampered child. Why would he want such a servile person as his child? Therefore he must be put to death”. Lu Xun was satirically gloating over the suppression of Shen Congwen and  other  independent  writers,  but  this  is  still  an  accurate  summation.  The famous  victims  of  literary  inquisition  recorded  in  this  volume  include  many who  acted  in  good  faith.  At  least  ten  were  originally  loyal  and  steadfast members of CPC and more than half were pro-Communist, many remaining so until their dying days. Wu Han is a classic example; the literary work for which he was persecuted was  “written to order”. It is just such cases that expose the absurd,  anti-intellectual  and  anti-civilized  nature  of  literary  inquisition. However, the biographical sketches included in this volume are to the greatest extent possible devoid of comment, and make no judgments or categorizations based on politics, morality or literary quality. 

These brief biographies of the victims of literary inquisition have whenever 

possible been vetted by  descendants, friends or family members, to whom the author and compiler here expresses special thanks.  Some of the case data was 
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collected and  sorted out by Miss Li Jianhong, the coordinator of ICPC-WiPC, and  I  thank  her  and  other  ICPC  colleagues  who  contributed  revisions  and suggestions. 

 

Yu Zhang 




Chronology 

 

 October 10,  1911  – The outbreak  of  the Wuchang  Uprising  serves  as  the 

catalyst  to  the  Xinhai  Revolution,  leading  to  the  collapse  of  the  Qing Dynasty and the establishment of the Republic of China (ROC). 

 January  1,  1912–  The  official  establishment  of  the  Republic  of  China  is 

announced  by  Sun  Zhongshan  (Sun  Yat-sen),  inaugurated  as  the Provisional President of the Provisional Government in Nanjing (Nanking). It transitioned  into the Beiyang (Peiyang) Government in  Beijing (Peking) when Yuan Shikai (Yuan Shih-kai), the Premier of the Qing  Government, was elected as second Provisional President to succeed Sun on March 10. 

 May  4,  1919  –  The  start  of  the  student  demonstrations  in  Beijing, 

protesting  the  Beiyang  Government’s  weak  response  to  the  Treaty  of Versailles  that  allowed  Japan  to  occupy  the  eastern  part  of  Shandong Province,  leading  to  a  nationalist,  cultural  and political  movement  known as the May Fourth Movement. 

 July 1921  – The Communist Party of China  (CPC) starts its first congress 

in  Shanghai  on  July  23,  electing  Chen  Duxiu  (Chen  Tu-hsiu)  as  its Secretary. 

 January  1923  –  The  Kuomintang  (KMT)  holds  its  first  congress  in 

Guangzhou on January 20-30, adopting the policy of its leader Sun Yat-sen to  establish  the  KMT–CPC  Alliance  (a.k.a  the  First  United  Front), supported by  the Soviet Union, against the warlords  in the  north and their Beiyang Government. 

 July 9 1926  – Jiang Jieshi  (Chiang Kai-shek), NRA Commander-in-Chief, 

gives  a  speech  to  100,000  soldiers  in  the  opening  ceremony  marking  the official  commencement  of  the  Northern  Expedition  against  the  Beiyang Government. 

 April 12, 1927–The April 12 Incident, or Shanghai Massacre, initiates the 

KMT’s  violent  suppression  of CPC  organizations,  ending  the  KMT–CPC Alliance  and  establishing  Chiang  Kai-shek’s  leadership  of  the  national 
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government.  Nanjing  is  restored  as  the  capital  of  the  ROC  on  April  18, 1927, while Beijing is renamed Beiping. 

 August 1, 1927 – The Nanchang Rebellion, in which a portion of the NRA 

led by the CPC counters the KMT’s purges, leads to the Second Civil War between the CPC and KMT over the following  decade .  

 June  4,  1928  –  The  Huanggutun  Incident,  resulting  in  the  death  of 

Generalissimo  Zhang Zuolin  (Chang Tso-lin)  in  an  explosion  in  his  train near  Shenyang,  ends the rule  of  the Beiyang  Government  and  leaves  the Nationalists as the sole legitimate  government of the ROC. 

 March 2, 1930 – The  Chinese League  of  Left-Wing Writers  (Left  League 

or Zuolian) is formed in Shanghai under the nominal leadership of the non-partisan  Lu Xun (Lu Hsun), but in fact under the direct orders of  the CPC to articulate Communist theories on “art for politics’sake.”  

 September 18, 1931  – The September 18 or Mukden/Manchurian Incident 

results in the Japanese occupation of Manchuria (northeastern China). 

 January  28,  1932  – The  January  28  or  Shanghai  Incident  leads  to  a  brief 

war against Japanese invasion ending on March 3. 

 October 1934-October 1935 – The CPC’s Red Army embarks on its Long 

March from the south provinces of Jiangxi, Hunan and Hubei to the north of Shaanxi Province to evade the pursuit of the NRA. 

 May  1936  –  Feng  Xuefeng  (Feng  Hsueh-feng),  Lu  Xun  and  Hu  Feng 

develop the slogan “Mass Literature of the National Revolutionary War” as an  alternative  to  the  slogan  “National  Defense  Literature”  promoted  by others including Zhou Yang (Chou Yang), Tian Han  (Tien Han), Xia Yan (Hsia  Yen)  and  Yang  Hansheng  (Yang Han-sheng),  launching  the  intense “Two Slogans Debate” that reverberates for decades. 

 November  22,  1936–  The  Chinese  Literature  and  Arts  Association  is 

established in northern Shaanxi, with Ding Ling (Ting Ling) as the director of its Executive Committee, becoming the first organization of writers and artists in the CPC-ruled area. 

 July  7,  1937  – The  July Seven  or Marco Polo  Bridge  Incident  marks  the 

outbreak of the War of Resistance against Japan, which lasts for eight years and leads to the formation of the Second United Front of the KMT-CPC. 
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 March 27,  1938– The All-China Anti-Japanese Association of Writers and 

Artists is established in Wuhan as a result of the Second United Front. 

 January  1941  –  The  Wannan  or  New  Fourth  Army  Incident  marks  the 

outbreak of hostilities between  CPC and KMT troops, seriously damaging the Second United Front. 

 May  19,  1941  –Mao  Zedong  (Mao  Tse-tung),  the  Chairman  of  the  CPC 

Central Military Commission, delivers a report entitled “Reform Our Study” at  the  Yan’an  Conference  of  Senior  Cadres,  raising  the  curtain  on  the Yan’an Rectification Movement.  

 June 1941 – Zhou Yang, deputy director of the Lu Xun Academy of Arts, 

publishes his long essay “An Informal Discussion  on Literature and Life” in  Liberation  Daily  (Jiefang Ribao),  triggering  debates  between Yan’an’s literary “Extollers of Brightness” led by Zhou, and “Exposers of Darkness” led by Ding Ling. 

 February 1942  – Mao Zedong formally  launches the Yan’an Rectification 

Movement  with  speeches  on  “Rectify  the  Party's  Style  of  Work”  and “Oppose Stereotyped Party Writing”. 

 May  1942 – The Propaganda  Department  of  the CPC  Central  Committee 

convenes  the  Yan’an  Forum  on  Literature  and  Art,  where  Mao  Zedong presents  several  talks  explicitly  negating  the  “Exposers”.  Reshaped  for publication in 1943 as “Talks at the Yan’an Forum of Literature and Art”, Mao’s  remarks  guide  the  CPC’s  policy  for  rectifying  and  unifying  the thoughts of writers and artists from then on. 

 March  1943  –  The  Cultural  Work  Committee  and  Organization 

Department of the CPC Central Committee mobilizes writers and  artists to “go  down  to  fields,  factories  and  barracks  and  become  one  with  the masses”. 

 August 15, 1945 – Japan declares its unconditional surrender in World War 

II, ending the Second Sino-Japanese War on September 9. 

 July  1,  1947–  Wang  Shiwei  is  hacked  to  death  by  Jinsui  public  security 

officers,  and  his  dismembered  body  is  dumped  into  an  abandoned  well, making him the first victim of the CPC’s literary inquisition. 
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 December  31,  1948  –  Shen  Congwen  announces  his  retirement  from 

writing, making him the prototype of writers avoiding the purges of the CPC on the eve of its rule. 

 June  30  -  July  28,  1949  –  the  National  Congress  of  Literary  and  Art 

Workers (NCLAW) holds its founding sessions in  Beiping to establish the National  Federation  of  Literary  and  Art  Workers  (NFLAW)  and  the National Association of Literary Workers (NALW). 

 September  21-30,  1949  –  The  Chinese  People's  Political  Consultative 

Conference (CPPCC) hold its First Plenary Session in Beiping.  

 October  1,  1949  –Mao  Zedong  announces  the  establishment  of  the 

People’s Republic of China. 

   March  1950–People’s  Daily  publishes  two  critical  articles  accusing  Ah 

Long of “resisting Marxist-Leninist Thought regarding the partisan nature of literature and art”, and making him the first victim of literary inquisition under the PRC. 

 March 18, 1950 – The CPC Central Committee  launches the Campaign to 

Suppress  Counterrevolutionaries,  arresting  millions  of  suspects  and executing nearly a million  in three years. 

 June  25,  1950  –  The  Korean  War  breaks  out,  with  the  PRC  sending  the 

Chinese People's Volunteer Army (PVA) to fight against the South Korean and UN forces over the next three years. 

 June  30,  1950  –  The  Land  Reform  Law  is  issued,  launching  the  Land 

Reform Movement based on violent class struggle, which claims more than a million  of lives in three years. 

   May 20,  1951  – People’s  Daily  publishes  an  editorial  entitled  “Ought  to 

Emphasize the Discussion on The Life of Wu Xun” (later revealed to have been penned by Mao  Zedong). Political criticism of cultural works quickly develops into the “Ideological Reform Campaign on Intellectuals”. 

 August  1951  –  The  Propaganda  Department  of  the  CPC  Central 

Committee’s  Eastern  Bureau  establishes  the  New  Literature  and  Art Publishing  House, which eventually comes to be regarded as a  “base camp of the Hu Feng Clique”. 
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 December  1,  1951  – The  CPC  Central  Committee  issues  its  “Three  Antis 

Campaign”  against corruption,  waste  and  bureaucracy  in  state-owned  and governmental organs but routinely targeting critics of the CPC leadership. 

 July  1954  –  Hu  Feng  delivers  his  “Report  on  the  Practical  Situation  of 

Literature  and  Art  since  Liberation”  (“300,000-word  Report”)  for transmission to the Politburo of the CPC Central Committee. 

 August  18,  1954  –  Gao  Gang,  a  vice-chairman  of  the  Central  People’s 

Government  and a politburo member of  the CPC, kills himself after  being purged  at  the Fourth Plenum  of  the  Seventh Central  Committee  of  the  in the  PRC’s  first  power  struggle.  The  “Gao  Gang-Rao  Shushi  Anti-Party Clique” subsequently becomes a pretext for more purges. 

 September  15-28,  1954  –  The  First  National  People's  Congress  (NPC) 

holds its first plenary session in Beijing. 

 October  16,  1954–Mao  Zedong  sends  a  letter  to  other  leaders 

recommending  that launches a campaign against  research on Dream of the Red Chamber and leads to the Campaign against Hu Shih’s Ideology.  

   April 13, 1955 – People’s Daily publishes an article by  Shu Wu criticizing 

the “anti-Party, anti-people” nature of Hu Feng’s literary thought. 

 May 17, 1955  – Hu Feng and his wife  Mei Zhi are arrested, followed by a 

large-scale  campaign  against  the  “Hu Feng  Counterrevolutionary  Clique” that  develops  into  a  nationwide  Campaign  to  Eliminate  Counter-revolutionaries. 

 July  and  November  1955  –  The  Propaganda  Department  of  the  CPC 

Central  Committee  and  the Ministry  of  Culture  issue notices  banning  the publications of all writings and translations by Hu Feng and core members of the Hu Feng Clique. 

 September  and  December  1955–Mao  Zedong  edits  a  collection  of  reports 

entitled “ Socialist Upsurge in China's Countryside,” with his preface and editor’s  notes, published  in  1956  to  promote  the  Agricultural  Cooperative Movement. 

 May  2,  1956  –  At  a  Supreme  State  Conference,  Mao  Zedong  formally 

declares  his  guiding  principle  for  artistic  and  scholarly  issues:  “Let  one hundred flowers bloom and one hundred schools of thought contend”. 


Chronology 

 May  1957–  The  CPC  Central  Committee  launches  its  Rectification 

Campaign against bureaucratism, factionalism and subjectivism  within the CPC and invites the public to assist with a “free airing of views”. 

   June 8, 1957  – Publication of the People’s Daily editorial entitled  “Why Is 

This?”  (later  revealed  to  have  been  penned  by  Mao  himself)  shifts  the emphasis  from  the  CPC  to  its  critics,  who  become  targets  of  the  Anti-Rightist Campaign affecting more than three million intellectuals, students, cadres and members of pro-democratic parties.  

 1958  –  The  CPC  Central  Committee  launches  the  Great  Leap  Forward 

campaign  with a slogan  “To Surpass Britain and Catch Up with America” in  major  industrial  output  within  15  years.  The  People's  Commune Movement  results  in  a  massive famine  that kills  tens  of millions  over  the following  three years. 

 July  2  -  August  16,  1959  –  The  CPC  Politburo  and  Eighth  Central 

Committee  hold  the  Lushan  Conference,  purging  Defense  Minister  Peng Dehuai  and  other  critics  of  the  Great  Leap  Forward  and  launching anationwide  campaign  against  Right-deviation  affecting  more  than  three million  CPC members in the next three years. 

 September  24-27,  1962  –The  Tenth  Plenum  of  the  Eighth  Central 

Committee of the CPC in Beijing emphasizes virulent class struggle to deal with  demands  from  victims  of  political  purges  for  reassessment  of  their cases. Mao Zedong labels Li Jiantong’s novel Liu Zhidan as an “anti-Party novel”. 

 1963– The CPC Central Committee launches the “Four Cleans Campaign” 

as the rural version of the Socialist Education Movement, which becomes a campaign to “clean up politics, finances, organization and thought.” 

   November  10,  1965–Wenhui  Bao publishes  “A  Critique  of  the  New 

Historical  Play Hai  Rui  Dismissed  from  Office ”,  which  serves  as  the prelude to the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. 

 May 7, 1966 – Mao Zedong writes his “May Seven Directive” to Lin Biao, 

promoting  his  idea  for  the  PLA  to  serve  as  a  great  school  in  multiple capacities. 
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 May 16, 1966  – The CPC Politburo holds an enlarged meeting to issue its 

“May  16  Notice,”  effectively  launching  the  Great  Proletarian  Cultural Revolution.  

 May  25,  1968– The  CPC Central  Committee  issues  a notice  with Mao’s 

instructions,  launching  a  nationwide  “Purification  of  the  Class  Ranks”  in factories, mines, offices, cultural and educational institutions, claiming half a million lives among thirty million individuals purged over the course of a year.  

   October  5,  1968  –People's  Daily  publishes  a  full-page  report  on 

implementation  of Mao’s May  Seven  Directive, demoting  cadres  to  labor in the fields through the establishment of May Seven Cadre Schools. 

   December 22, 1968–People's Daily publishes a report in which Mao calls 

on  “educated  youth”  to  “go  down  to  the  countryside  and  receive  re-education from the poor and lower-middle peasants.”   

 1969-1970  –  The  One  Strike-Three  Antis  Campaign  targeting 

counterrevolutionaries,  corruption,  waste  and  opportunism  results  in  the execution of more than a hundred thousand prisoners. 

 June  27,  1970–  The  CPC  Central  Committee  approves  a  plan  to  reopen 

colleges  and  universities,  suspended  since  the  launch  of  the  Cultural Revolution,  and  to  recruit  students  from  among  workers,  peasants  and soldiers.  

 January 8, 1976 – Premier Zhou Enlai dies. Mao Zedong selects Politburo 

member, Vice-premier and Public Security Minister Hua Guofeng as acting premier  and  begins  publicly  criticizing  Deng  Xiaoping  for  his  reformist economic policies and rectification measures. 

 April 5, 1976  – Crowds throng Tiananmen Square to commemorate Zhou 

Enlai during the Qing Ming Festival. Police are sent in the following day to clear  the  square,  resulting  in  mass  protests,  arrests  and  beatings  in  what later comes to be known as the April Fifth Movement. 

 April  7,  1976  –  The  CPC  Central  Committee  formally  appoints  Hua 

Guofeng  as  First  Vice-Chairman  of  the  CPC  and  Premier  of  the  State Council, and  passes a  resolution  removing  Deng  Xiaoping  from  all  of  his official postings. 


Chronology 

   September 9, 1976 – Mao Zedong dies.   October  6, 1976  – Hua Guofeng leads a coup d’état resulting in the arrest 

of  the Gang  of  Four  and Mao’s  nephew Mao  Yuanxin.  On  the following day,  a  Politburo  meeting  elects  Hua  Guofeng  Chairman  of  the  Central Committee  and  of  the  Central  Military  Commission,  ending  the  Cultural Revolution. 

 July 1977 – The Third Plenum of the Tenth Central Committee of the CPC 

restores  Deng  Xiaoping  to  the  posts  of  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Central Committee  and  of the Central  Military  Commission,  Vice-premier  of  the State Council,  and Chief of the General Staff of the PLA, paving the way for Deng to become China’s supreme leader. 

 April  5,  1978  – The CPC  Central Committee  authorizes  the  United Front 

Department  and  Ministry  of  Public  Security’s  “Report  Requesting Instructions  on  the  Removal  of  All  Rightist  Labels”,  after  which  the rehabilitation of “wrongfully labeled Rightists” commences. 

 November  14,  1978  –  the  Beijing  Municipal  Party  Committee,  with  the 

authorization  of  the  Politburo  Standing  Committee,  declares  the rehabilitation  of  the  April  Fifth  Tiananmen  Incident.  Days  later,  big-character  posters  on  a  bus  station  wall  at  Xidan  call  for  “science, democracy  and  rule  of  law”,  launching  the  Xidan  Democracy  Wall Movement.  

 March  25,  1979  –  Wei  Jingsheng,  editor  of  the  independent  magazine 

Exploration (Tansuo),  posts  on  the  Xidan  Democracy Wall  his essay “Do We  Want  Democracy  or  a  New  Dictatorship?”  ,  warning  that  Deng Xiaoping might degenerate into a dictator. Wei is arrested four days later. 

 March  30,  1979  –  Deng  Xiaoping  gives  a  speech  proclaiming  the  “Four 

Cardinal  Principles”  precluding  debate:  upholding  the  socialist  path, upholding  the  people’s  democratic  dictatorship,  upholding  the  leadership of the CPC, and upholding Marxism-Leninism and  Mao Zedong Thought, providing  official  approval  of  the  on-going  crackdown  of  the  Democracy Wall Movement. 

 September  29,  1980  –  The  CPC  Central  Committee  endorses  the 

reexamination  report  on  the Hu  Feng Counterrevolutionary Clique  by  the 
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Ministry  of  Public  Security,  the  Supreme  People’s  Procuratorate  and  the Supreme People’s Court, acknowledges the injustice done and rehabilitates all members of the Clique. 

 December 4, 1982 – The Fifth Session of the Fifth NPC adopts a revision 

of the PRC  Constitution that  includes   Deng’s  “Four Cardinal Principles” in the Preamble. 

 August  25,  1983  –  CPC  Central  Committee  launches  the  Strike  Hard 

campaign against serious crimes, including some political  cases. 

 October  12,  1983 – Deng Xiaoping  gives  a  speech  launching  a campaign 

against “spiritual pollution” that targets dissident writers. 

 December  5,  1986  –  Students  at  the  China  University  of  Science  and 

Technology  in  Hefei,  Anhui  Province,  protest  school  authorities’ interference in student participation in district people’s congress elections. Students  in  other  cities  begin  voicing  discontent  on  a  variety  of matters, giving  rise to the “1986 Student Movement”. 

 December  30,  1986  –  Deng  Xiaoping  calls  for  “resentative  figures  of 

bourgeois  liberalization”,  Fang  Lizhi,  Liu  Binyan  and  Wang Ruowang,  to be  expelled  from  the  Party.  CPC  General  Secretary  Hu  Yaobang  is removed  from  office  as  a  nationwide  campaign  against  “bourgeois liberalization” is launched in January 1987. 

 April  15,  1989  –  Former  CPC  General  Secretary  Hu  Yaobang  dies,  and 

university students in Beijing, Shanghai and other major cities stage mass protests “against corruption and for freedom” in his memory. 

   May 20, 1989 – The authorities implement martial law in Beijing.  June  3-4,  1989  –  The  government  sends  in  PLA  troops  to  forcefully 

remove  protesters  from Tiananmen Square. The number  of  people  killed remains undisclosed to this day. 

 March  14,  1997–    The  Fifth  Session  of  the  Eighth  NPC  approves  the 

revision of  the Criminal Law  of PRC, effective from October 1, abolishing counterrevolutionary  offences  and  replacing  them  with  offences  of endangering state security. 

 October  27,  1997  –  The  PRC  signs  the  International  Covenant  on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 


Chronology 

 October 5, 1998 – The PRC signs the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights. It has not ratified the Covenant to date. 

 2001– The Independent Chinese PEN Center (ICPC) is founded by a group 

of  Chinese  writers  abroad  and  in  China.  It  is  approved  as  a  chapter  of International PEN at the latter’s 67th Congress in November. 

 March  27,  2001  –  The  PRC  ratifies  the  International  Covenant  on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 

 October  2003–  The  ICPC  holds  its  first  Internet  Congress  of  the 

Membership  Assembly,  approving  its  Charter  and  electing  the  Board  of Directors, including  president Liu Xiaobo. 

 March  14,  2004  –  The  Second  Session  of  the  Tenth  NPC  approves  an 

amendment  to  the  PRC  Constitution  stating,  “The  State  respects  and preserves human rights.” 

 December 10, 2008  – Charter 08, a manifesto calling for human rights and 

political  reform  initially  signed  by  303  intellectuals  and  activists,  is published  online  on  the  60 th  anniversary  of  the  Universal  Declaration  of Human Rights. 

 December 23, 2009 – Liu Xiaobo, one of the main drafters of Charter 08, is 

tried on charges of “inciting subversion of state power”, and is sentenced to 11 years’ imprisonment two days later. 

 October 8, 2010  – Liu Xiaobo wins the Nobel Peace Prize, awarded in his 

absence in Oslo on December 10 of the same year. 

Case No. 1 (1947): Wang Shiwei 

Dismembered  on CPC Anniversary 
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Wang  Shiwei  (Wang  Shih-wei,  born  Wang  Siwei,  April  5,  1906  -  July  1, 

1947),  a  writer,  translator  and  commentator,  was  executed  in  secret  as  a “counterrevolutionary  Trotskyite  spy”on  the  26th  anniversary of  the  founding of the Communist Party of China. 

 

Early career: from fiction to translation 

Wang  Shiwei  was  born  in  Guangzhou  (Huangchuan  County),  Henan 

Province.  His  father,  a  successful  candidate  in  the  provincial  imperial examination, taught at a private school.  Wang’s mother died when he was four years old, and he was raised by his stepmother and elder sister. 

After  graduating  from  middle  school  in  1923,  Wang  was  admitted  to  the 

Preparatory  School  for  Further  Study  in  Europe  and  America  (now  Henan University)  in  Kaifeng.  Lack of  funds  obliged  him  to  drop out the  following year, and he became an assistant postal clerk in the Zhumadian Post Office. 

In summer  1925,  Wang  was  admitted  to  Peking  University as  a  student  of 

literature. There  he  became  a  classmate  of  Zhang  Guangren  (Hu  Feng),  who later shared his fate as victim of the literary inquisition. At the end of the year Wang published his first work, an epistolary novelette entitled Rest (Xiuxi). He 
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continued publishing short stories and novelettes after joining  CPC in January 1926.  

Disappointed  in  his  love  for  a  fellow  student  and  CPC  member,  and 

frustrated  by  financial  hardship,  Wang  left  Peking  University and  the CPC  in summer 1927 and went south. He worked first as a clerk for  the KMT Central Committee  in  Nanjing  and  then  as  a  language  teacher  in  a  middle  school  in Shandong, while continuing to publish short stories. 

While  living  in  Shanghai  in  1930,  Wang  married  Liu  Ying,  a  former 

classmate who had also been a member of the CPC branch at Peking University. He also renewed his acquaintance with another former classmate, Wang Fanxi (Wang  Fan-hsi),  who  was  joining  CPC  cofounder  Chen  Duxiu  in  organizing the  CPC  Left  Opposition  (Trotskyites). 1 Wang  Shiwei  helped  Wang  Fanxi translate  “Lenin’s  Last Testament”  and  two  chapters of The  Autobiography  of Leon Trotsky, and published his first work of translation, Gerhart Hauptmann’s The Heretic of Soana. This launched his career as a translator, and while he and his  wife  continued  teaching  over  the  next  six  years,  he  translated  classics  of world  literature  by  Daudet,  Charles  Kingsley,  John  Galsworthy,  Eugene O’Neill and Thomas Hardy. 

In summer 1936, Wang returned to his native Henan province to teach at the 

Provincial  Girls’  English  Secondary  Schoolin  Kaifeng.  He  rejoined  the  CPC the following May.  

In  October 1937,  Wang  left  his  wife,  son  and  daughter  in Zhengzhou and 

went  to  the  CPC  base  in  Yan’an,  where  he  became  a  translator  at  the Publication  Bureau  of CPC  Central  Committee,  and  then  a  research  fellow  at the  Marx-Lenin  Institute  (later renamed  as  the Research  Institute  of the CPC Central  Committee). There  he  spent  the next  four  years  translating  works  by Marx, Engels and Lenin. 

 

1One of the early leaders of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Leon Trotsky was 

expelled from the party in 1927 due to his opposition to Stalin. After being expelled from the Soviet  Union  in  1929,  he  organized  the  Fourth  International  in  France  in  1938  as  a competitor  to  the  Third  International  (The  Communist  International,  abbreviated  as Comintern).  Trotsky was assassinated by Soviet  agents in Mexico  in 1940. 
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“Taking command”  in the Yan’an  Rectification Movement 

In  May  1941,  Mao  Zedong,  then  the  Chairman  of  CPC  Central  Military 

Commission, delivered a report entitled “Reform Our Study” at a conference of senior cadres in Yan’an. Mao’s criticism of the pervasive mentality and work-style of the CPC was a prelude to what would become the Yan’an Rectification Movement.  Around  the  same  time,  some  writers  and  young  intellectuals  in Yan’an had likewise been criticizing the “dark side” of Yan’an in their writings, forming an  “exposure faction” led by luminaries such as Ding Ling, Xiao Jun and Ai Qing. 

In  February  1942,  Mao  Zedong  delivered  two  more  reports,  formally 

launching  the  Rectification  Movement  with  calls  to  “rectify  study  style  by opposing subjectivism, rectify Party work-style by opposing sectarianism, and rectify writing style by  opposing Party stereotypes”. This was accompanied by an upsurge in works by the writers, especially the “exposure faction”. In March, Wang  Shiwei  responded  by  publishing  essays  such  as  “Wild  Lilies”  (Ye Baihehua)  in  the  literary  column  of  the  Party  newspaper Liberation  Daily (Jiefang Ribao)and the magazine Grain Rain (Guyu) edited by Ding Ling, Xiao Jun and Ai Qing. He also created a wall poster Arrow and Target (Shi Yu Di), where his commentaries became so influential that Mao made a special  visit to the Research Institute to read the wall  poster one night. 

In  these  essays,  Wang  fondly  recalled  Li  Fen,  the CPC  member at Peking 

University who had been his first love, executed by the KMT 14 years earlier: 

Singing  and  dancing is all  very well... But in  the  present  reality  –  please 

close your eyes and think: every minute sees a beloved comrade fall in a pool of blood – it seems incongruous with this atmosphere. 

 

He  passed  along  the  reproaches  of  some  young  people  towards  their 

superiors and even some “great personages”: 

There are really too few of those senior officers, section heads and directors 

who genuinely care about and cherish cadres. 

 

He added his own observations on the matter: 
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It  is  because  they  recognized  “repulsiveness  and  indifference”  that  they 

came  to  Yan’an  to  pursue  “beauty  and  warmth”,  only  to  see  Yan’an’s “repulsiveness and indifference”. They “feel compelled” to draw attention to it, in hopes of reducing this “repulsiveness and indifference” to a minimum. 

I  am no  egalitarian, but  dividing  clothing into  three  colors  and  food into 

five  grades  seems  unnecessary  and  unreasonable.  Especially  in  terms  of clothing  (I  personally  am  in  the  so-called  “cadre  suit  and  small  canteen” stratum, so this is not sour grapes), everything should be resolved according to the principle of what is reasonable and necessary. 

The  current  revolutionary  character  that  allies  us  with  peasants  and  the 

urban petty  bourgeoisie  has introduced  their  retrograde  class strata into  the bargain, bringing even more compromise and contamination. 

The spiritual reform work carried out by artists is thus even more important, 

arduous and urgent. Boldly but appropriately exposing and cleansing filth and darkness is just as important as extolling the brightness, if not more so. 

 

Wang’s opposition to privilege garnered enormous support, but many senior 

officers were less favorably impressed. Mao said, “This is Wang Shiwei taking command, not Marxism taking command”. 

At a Rectification Study Session  of Senior Cadres in early April 1942, Mao 

summed  up  criticisms  of  Ding  Ling  and  Wang  Shiwei  and  concluded,  “Ding Ling  is  a  comrade,  while  Wang  Shiwei  is  a  Trotskyite”.  This  formed  the political  basis for a rapid upsurge in criticism of Wang Shiwei. 

In  a  talk  at  the  Yan’an  Forum  on  Literature  and  Art  in  May  1942,  Mao 

explicitly negated the humanistic views of the  “exposure faction” as a problem of class standpoint, turning the literary battle between the factions of “Darkness” and “Brightness” into a politicized conflict between the differing itineraries  of “the  enemy  and  us”.  During  the  Forum,  Mao’s  secretary,  Hu  Qiaomu,  twice sought out Wang Shiwei and wrote a letter pointing out that “the error of ‘Wild Lilies’ is first of all a problem with the standpoint of the criticism... Chairman Mao hopes that you will make amends, first of all on this erroneous standpoint”. 

Refusing  to  admit  error,  Wang  was  besieged  with criticism  from  all  sides 

and  investigated  for  the  “historical  problem”  of  his  past  dealings  with  the Trotskyites among his Peking University friends. Li Weihan, Fan Wenlan and 
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Zhou Yang,  the CPC officials overseeing Yan’an’s theoreticians and literati at that  time,  led a  series  of  criticism  and  exposure  meetings  during  which  Ding Ling,  Ai  Qing  and  other  leading  figures  of  the  “exposure  faction”  admitted their  errors and  turned  against  their  erstwhile  allies.  Xiao  Jun  was one  of  the very few who bore up under severe censure to defend Wang Shiwei. 

In  late  June  1942,  Ding  Ling,  Zhou  Yang  and other  leaders  of  the  Yan’an 

branch  of  the  All-China  Anti-Japanese  Association  of  Writers  and  Artists expelled  Wang  Shiwei,  and  in October  CPC  Central  Committee  expelled  him from  the  Party  as  a  “counterrevolutionary  Trotskyite  spy,  undercover  KMT scout,  secret  agent,  and  member  of  a  five-member  anti-Party  clique”.  Wang was imprisoned  by the end of that year and formally arrested  in the following April.  In  a  subsequent reference  to  the Yan’an  Rectification  Movement at  the Seventh  Congress  of  CPC  in  1945,  Mao  said,  “He  was  commander-in-chief, and we were defeated. We admitted defeat and so carried out rectification”. 

A reexamination of Wang Shiwei’s case in 1946 concluded that he was 

guilty of being a “counterrevolutionary Trotskyite spy”, while dismissing the other allegations. 

 

First victim of CPC’s literary inquisition 

When  the  KMT  army  attacked  Yan’an  in  March  1947,  the  CPC  Central 

Committee’s  Social  Department  transferred  Wang  Shiwei  to  the  detention center  of  the  Jinsui  Public  Security  Headquarters  in  Shanxi  Province.  The Social  Department’s  leaders, Kang  Sheng  and  Li  Kenong,  authorized  Wang’s covert  execution  while  the  neighborhood  of  the  detention  center  was  being bombed by the KMT air force in June. On July 1, 1947, the 26th anniversary of CPC’s founding, Jinsui public security offers hacked Wang Shiwei to death and dumped his dismembered body into an abandoned well. At the age of 41, Wang became the first victim of CPC’s literary inquisition. 

The CPC leadership had qualms about killing people for their writings, and 

Mao  Zedong  angrily  denied  any  responsibility  for  Wang’s  execution,  which was not disclosed for a very long time. It was not until 1978 that Liu Ying, the wife Wang had left behind 41 years earlier, learned from a radio broadcast that her husband had been executed as a counterrevolutionary Trotskyite. Knowing 
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Wang well enough to see that he had been framed,  Liu Ying began appealing for a review of his case. 

On February 7, 1991, the Public Security Ministry issued a correction of the 

verdict that Wang Shiwei was a “counterrevolutionary Trotskyite”, declared his execution  a  wartime  error  and  rehabilitated  him.  However,  the  CPC  Central Committee did not rescind its decision of having expelled him from the Party.  

A  collection  of  Wang  Shiwei’s  writings  was  published  by  CPC-affiliated 

Shanghai Joint Publishing in December 1998. 
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Case No. 2 (1948): Shen Congwen 

Retires His Penon New Year’s Eve 
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Shen Congwen (Shen Tseng-wen, born Shen Yuehuan, December 28, 1902 - 

May  10,  1988),  a  famous  writer,  commentator,  editor,  professor  and  literary scholar, gave up writing at the end of 1948 after coming under virulent attack by Guo Moruo and other Party hacks. He attempted suicide the following year, and although he lived for another 40 years, he never published fiction again. 

 

China’s Alexandre Dumas 

Shen Congwen was born the fourth of nine children to a military family in 

Fenghuang County, in an ethnic minority area of western Hunan Province. His father’s  side  of  the  family  included  members  of  the  Miao  ethnicity,  and  his mother was of the Tujia ethnicity. His mother taught him to read when he was less  than four  years  old,  and  the  following  year  he began  attending  a  private school.  In  June  1918,  at  the  age  of  15,  Shen  graduated  from  upper  primary school  and  joined  a  military  regiment,  helping  with  odd  jobs  and  secretarial work that took him around western Hunan and eastern Sichuan. 

In  August  1923,  Shen  went  to  Beijing,  and  after  failing  the  university 

entrance  examination,  he  studied  independently  in  the  library  and  audited classes at Peking University. Becoming acquainted with other literary youth, he 
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developed an interest in the new vernacular literature. On December 22, 1924, Shen  published  his  first  essay  under  the  pen  name  Xiu  Yunyun  in  the supplement  to Morning  Post  (Chenbao)  edited  by  the  renowned  poet  and essayist  Xu  Zhimo.  He  became  a  regular  contributor  to  the  supplement from then on. 

Shen published his first short story, “Mr. Sanbei’s Family Precepts” (Sanbei 

Xiansheng De Jiashun), under the pen name Yunyun in February 1925. In the process  of  submitting  an  article  to  the Public  Literature  and  Art (Minzhong Wenyi) supplement of Capital Newspaper (Jing Bao), Shen became acquainted with  its  editor  Hu Yepin  and  his  girlfriend, Ding  Ling.  Shen’s first poem  was published in May, after which renowned intellectual  Liang Qichao (Liang Chi-chao) recommended him for a position as librarian at the Hsiang San Children's Home (Xiangshan  Ciyou Yuan) in Beijing. He spent several months in on-the-job training at the Peking University Library before formally taking up the post, and  continued  to  publish  a  large  variety  of  writings  in  different  publications and under various pen names. He resigned from the Children's Home library in August 1926 and devoted himself full time to his writing, joining Hu Yepin, Yu Gengyu,  Jiao  Juyin  and  others  in  establishing  the  literary  group  The Unnecessariness (Wuxu She). In October, he joined Yu Gengyu in establishing a literary supplement to World Daily (Shijie Ribao) while continuing to publish at a prodigious rate. 

In September 1927, Shen published a collection of short stories through the 

Crescent  Moon  (Xinyue)  Book  Store  operated  by  Hu  Shih,  Xu  Zhimo  and others,  and  the  following  March  he  began  serializing  a  satirical  novel  in  the form of a fairy tale, Alice’s Travels in China, in the monthly journal Crescent Moon,  also  edited  by  Xu  Zhimo.  Becoming  one  of  the  journal’s  regular contributors, Shen was labeled a member of the  “Crescent Moon Faction” and excoriated  by  Lu  Xun,  Guo  Moruo  and  other  Leftist  writers  as  one  of  the “bourgeois  comprador  literati”,  even  though  he  always  maintained  his independence and never took part in groups or factions with political leanings. 

In January 1928, Shen left Beijing for Shanghai, where he eventually joined 

Hu  Yepin  and  Ding  Ling  as  an  editor  of Red  and  Black  (Hong  Yu  Hei),  a supplement  to  the  KMT-sponsored Central  Daily  News  (Zhongyang  Ribao). After  the supplement was  closed  down  due  to  its  Leftist  tendencies,  the  three 
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began  publishing Red  Black  Monthly  and  opened  a  book  store  of  the  same name,  while  also  editing Humanity  ( Renjian) Monthly.  All  of  these  ventures ended within half a year due to financial difficulties. 

At Hu Shih’s invitation, Shen in July 1929 began teaching Chinese at China 

College,  as  well  as  a  course  on  the  history  of  the  Chinese  novel  at  Jinan University, while continuing to publish so prolifically that he was referred to as “China’s Alexandre Dumas”. 

 

Clash with the League of Left-Wing Writers  

– The Beijing Clique  versus the Shanghai  Clique 

In  early  March  1930,  the  CPC  combined  several  fractious  Leftist  literary 

groups  into  the  Chinese  League  of  Left-Wing  Writers  (Left  League  or Zhuolian),  with  Lu  Xun  as  its  nominal  leader.  In  accordance  with  Stalin’s judgment  that  “the  centralist  faction  is  our  greatest  enemy”,  the  Left  League aimed its harshest attacks at  “comprador literati” such as Hu Shih, Luo Longji, Liang  Shiqiu  and  other  members  of  the  Crescent  Moon  Faction, even  though these individuals were already being suppressed by KMT for their criticism of its human rights abuses. 

In  May 1930,  Hu  Shih resigned  as  president  of  China  College  in  order  to 

alleviate government pressure on the school administration, and Shen Congwen resigned  for  the  same  reason  in  September.  He  was  invited  to  Wuhan University  to take up  a  teaching  position  at  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts  under Chen  Xiying  (Chen  Hsi-ying)  on  the  recommendation  of  Hu  Shih  and  Xu Zhimo.  In  November  that  year,  he  published  his  essay  “On  Guo  Moruo”  in which he stated: 

What  we  need  to  ask is whether  he  has used  his  pen, under  the  pretext  of 

nominal  fiction,  to  provide  us  with  worthwhile  vignettes  of  the  era...  Guo Moruo  does  not  have  the  necessary  skill...  Let  us  place  Guo  Moruo’s  name above  the  status  of hero,  poet, provocateur  or  any  other,  with veneration  and sympathy. In terms of fiction, he should abandon his status, because that’s not where his talent lies. 
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Guo Moruo, having taken refuge in Japan at the time, took Shen’s criticism 

very much to heart, and two years later, in September 1932, he took revenge in his essay “Ten Years of Creativity”: 

I  recall  that  a  major  novelist  in  China  declared  that  I  lacked  the 

qualifications  of  a  novelist,  because  I  wrote  too  plainly  and  without  Mr.  Lu Xun’s finesse. I acknowledge the truth of this: if writing novels requires beating around the bush,  I am no novelist. If fiction is considered an Arctic Circle only suitable for habitation by humble Eskimos, I respectfully decline to go there. 

 

Hu  Yepin,  who  had  joined  the  Left  League,  was  arrested  by  KMT 

authorities  in  January  1931, and  Shen Congwen  returned to  Shanghai  during his  winter  break  in  a  futile  effort  to  rescue  him.  After  Hu  was  executed  on February  7, Shen  escorted  Ding  Ling  and  her three-month-old  infant  back  to her mother’s home in Changde, Hunan Province. The 20-day round-trip caused Shen  to  miss  the  opening  of  the  new  semester  at  Wuhan  University,  so  he resigned and stayed in Shanghai to devote his full attentions to writing. At the end  of May,  he  followed  Xu Zhimo’s  suggestion  to  look for  work  in Beijing, and then he became a lecturer in literature at Tsingtao  University in Shandong Province in August while reaching the pinnacle of his creativity in his writings. Among his works of that period was a serialized non-fiction piece entitled Poet and  Novelist  (later  renamed Recollection  of  Hu  Yepin),  and  the  short  story Guizhou Vignette in Left League  journal Big Dipper (Beidou), edited by Ding Ling.  On  October  26,  the  Left  League  publication Literary  News  (Wenyi Xinwen)  published  an  article  entitled  “Does  He  Have  a  Life?  –  A  Prolific Author”,  which  satirized  Xu  Zhimo’s  introduction  of  Shen  Congwen  to American journalist Agnes Smedley as China’s “most prolific author”. 

Following  student  protests,  the  Education  Ministry  reorganized  Tsingtao 

University  as  Shandong  University  in  September  1932.  Shen  continued teaching there, while university president Yang Zhensheng (Yang Chen-sheng) resigned and went to Beijing to take charge of the Textbook Committee, which selected  teaching  materials  for  primary  and  middle  schools.  In October, Shen joined Lin Geng, Gao Zhi and Cheng Yirong in producing the monthly journal Fiction  in  Hangzhou,  but  the  magazine  folded  after  four  issues.  During  that 
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same  year,  the  first  foreign  translation  of  Shen’s  short  stories, Choix  de nouvelles de Chen Tsong-wen,was published in a French edition in Beijing. 

During  the  winter school  break  in  January 1933, Shen  went  to  Suzhou  to 

visit Zhang Zhaohe (Chang Chao-ho) and propose marriage to her, and Zhang accompanied  him  back  to  Qingdao,  taking  up  employment  at  the  university library. When the national government secretly detained Ding Ling and placed her under  house  arrest  in  Nanjing  in  May,  Shen  Congwen wrote a  number  of essays protesting her treatment.  

Once the  summer  break  began,  Shen  resigned  from his  teaching  post and 

accepted  Yang  Zhensheng’s  invitation  to  join  him  in  selecting  textbooks  in Beijing. Shen and Zhang married in September. 

During that same year, Shen published his essay  “Lu Xun’s Battle”, ending 

with a comparison of Lu Xun and Guo Moruo: 

Lu Xun did not win over the majority, nor did he particularly try to; this is 

his loveable quality and the virtue of Chinese-style conduct. Lu Xun may be the last example of this classic attitude. Young people such as Guo Moruo… raised under  the  new  production  relations,  have  deeply  imbedded  survival  attitudes that make them greedy, enterprising, vying without a true measure of their own capacity, prone to empty bellowing, unabashed belligerence, rumor-mongering and  all  sorts  of  other  behavior  that  was  once  di sreputable  but  is  now considered  virtuous,  resulting  in  “sophisticates”  having  nothing  in  common with the young. Mr. Lu Xun’s strategies will probably never
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