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To my children, Jasmín, Ariel, Asaf, and Abigail, the lights of my life and my eternal pride. Each of you fills my days and my stories with purpose.

To my wife, Adela, my companion, my refuge, and my strength. Without your love, patience, and unconditional support, my dreams and my words would never have found their way.

To the Jewish people and to Israel: being part of you is an honor that transcends generations. I love you all, from the smallest to the greatest.

To the brave men and women who serve in Israel’s security services, in the Army, and in emergency forces, and to my commanders: thank you for protecting what we love, for inspiring us to live with courage, and for showing us that greatness is forged through duty and loyalty.

To my own service in the logistical system of the Israel Defense Forces, where I learned discipline, sacrifice, and the value of defending what we love—experiences that shaped my character and strengthened my commitment to my people and my land.

Am Israel Chai

Preface By Irwin McGraw, Friend and Advisor

Some books inform, some books entertain, and some books disturb the comfortable illusions we build around modern history. The Leviathan Conspiracy is none of these things—and all of them at once. What Joseph Portnoj Gaj has created is an extraordinary hybrid: a meticulously researched geopolitical chronicle woven into the form of a gripping, ideologically charged thriller. It is a work that forces us to confront the silent architecture of global influence, the invisible hands that mold nations, and the unsettling truth that history’s most decisive battles are rarely fought with armies, but with ideas planted quietly in the minds of the young.

As a historian, I am struck by the author’s precision. As a critic, by his audacity. As a citizen of the contemporary world, I am left unsettled—but profoundly enlightened.

The book traces the clandestine evolution of the Soviet Operation Jaguar and its expansion across Latin America, Africa, Europe, and the Middle East. It reveals a landscape where teachers, engineers, journalists, and students—ordinary people—become pawns and weapons in a vast ideological war. It charts the rise of leaders shaped unknowingly by carefully crafted narratives, the slow corrosion of national institutions, and the reconfiguration of political power through education and infiltration rather than open conflict.

Perhaps the book’s most haunting contribution is its exploration of the post–Cold War era, where the fall of the USSR did not end the struggle—it merely changed its mask. The rise of new alliances between former KGB strategists and radical Islamist movements, culminating in seismic events such as the 2021 invasion of Ukraine, frames a chilling truth: the war never stopped. It simply went underground.

Joseph Portnoj Gaj’s narrative is not a warning—it is a revelation.

Not a prophecy—it is a mirror.

The Leviathan Conspiracy reminds us that geopolitics is not driven by ideology alone, but by human beings capable of bending ideology to their will. And as long as ideas survive, so does the conflict they ignite.

This book is more than a novel.

It is a decryption key to the shadows we inhabit.

— Irwin McGraw Friend and Advisor Mexico City, 2025
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Chapter 1 – The Enemy Within Ourselves (1947)

Part I – Kremlin, Moscow
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The air inside the Kremlin was thick with cigarette smoke and charged with tense silence. In the conference room of the Committee for the Implementation of Communist Ideology, Yevgeny Chornieskayov—Stalin’s appointed chief—entered with measured steps. His hard features and barely perceptible smile reflected the cold resolve of a man accustomed to making decisions that cost lives.

Pouring himself a glass of vodka, he waited as the members of the committee arrived, each responsible for a continent or strategic region.

The first to enter was Alexander Timochenko, in charge of Eastern Europe; followed by Ilya Kutovsky, responsible for Western Europe; Dimitri Suslov, overseeing Muslim countries; Arkadi Milkovitch, assigned to the Americas; Igor Streslov, in charge of Africa; Sergei Zapashvilov, responsible for Asia; and finally Vladimir Strelnikov, of Jewish origin, who had renounced his religion to embrace communism with fanatical fervor.

Chornieskayov surveyed them all and spoke in a grave voice:

—“I have gathered you here to define how we will infiltrate all countries and promote communism. Each of you must develop a detailed plan for your region. If certain entities must be destroyed, so be it. In three months, we will meet again to evaluate progress.”

As they began to leave, Chornieskayov called out to Strelnikov:

—“Vladimir, sit beside me.”

—“Comrade, I am aware that the United Nations will grant your people a portion of land called Palestine to establish a state,” Strelnikov said, carefully choosing each word.

—“Yes, I know,” Chornieskayov replied, a calculated glint in his eyes.

—“I have an idea to make them part of the Soviet empire,” Strelnikov continued.

—“What is it?” Chornieskayov asked, intrigued.

—“To infiltrate communists into their ranks, presenting them as Holocaust survivors. They must occupy strategic positions in government and the military, and at the right moment, destroy the government and establish communism. We already have agents inside the kibbutzim and the Haganah.”

Chornieskayov nodded slowly.

—“I like it. I want a detailed plan in three months. You may leave.”

As he exited, Strelnikov murmured:

—“It’s a shame Stalin’s plan to give them a state within the USSR failed, and that the resurgence of Israel was supported at the United Nations.”
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Part II – Beria’s Office
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That same night, Chornieskayov made his way to the dark office of Lavrentiy Beria, head of the NKVD—the feared Soviet secret police. The gloom barely revealed Beria’s impenetrable face as he sat behind a desk covered with papers and maps.

“Comrade Beria,” Chornieskayov began, “we have defined the main axes of our strategy to infiltrate the State of Israel.”

Beria’s eyes, like glowing embers, fixed on him.

“Do you already have specific plans?”

“Each regional commander has presented ideas. The key point is communist infiltration within Israeli institutions. We will not only send Soviet agents, but also Jews who will pose as Holocaust survivors, gaining trust from within.”

“Excellent,” Beria said with a slight gesture of satisfaction. “If we can turn this state into a puppet, our influence in the Middle East will be decisive for the expansion of world communism.”

“Exactly,” Chornieskayov replied. “There are already men infiltrated in the Haganah, occupying strategic positions and spreading sympathetic ideologies.”

Beria stood and approached the window.

“Remember, this must remain secret. The USSR cannot appear openly linked. Diplomacy is as important as the plan itself.”

Chornieskayov nodded gravely.

“So it shall be, comrade.”
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Part III – A Conversation Between Podgorni and Khrushchev
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In another room of the Kremlin, Andrey Podgorni, a young member of the Central Committee, waited to brief Nikita Khrushchev on internal movements. Khrushchev, dressed in a military uniform, held a cigar between his fingers and seemed lost in thought.

“Andrey, what news do we have within the Party?” Khrushchev asked, never taking his eyes off the smoke rising before him.

“Comrade Khrushchev,” Podgorni said, “the meeting with the high command was decisive. The plan for Latin America is advancing, and now our attention is focused on the Middle East—especially the nascent State of Israel.”

Khrushchev frowned.

“Israel, eh? That small state Stalin supported to weaken the British. But how do we prevent it from aligning with the West?”

“There is already an infiltration plan,” Podgorni explained. “Soviet Jews will pose as Holocaust refugees and take up key positions.”

“That explains the recent arrival of young people with that background,” Khrushchev said. “The task is dangerous. The Israeli government is strong and will eliminate any internal threat.”

“That is why the plan is subtle and patient,” Podgorni replied. “This is not open warfare, but gradual infiltration.”

Khrushchev nodded.

“Good. Keep me informed. The future of our global influence depends on these movements.”

The air of the Kremlin was thick with conspiracies and calculated silences. The Soviet machine was beginning to move its pieces with precision, while on another continent a new state was being born—unaware that a venomous serpent lay hidden within its entrails.
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Part IV – The Moving Shadow
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As the orders spread outward from Moscow, a young man in Israel watched with curiosity and sharp instinct. He was unaware that, very soon, his destiny would intersect with agents trained to infiltrate the Haganah, schools, and government offices. The patience of Operation Leviathan would be its greatest weapon—and his most dangerous enemy.

The world was about to change, and no one—neither leaders nor citizens—was prepared for the shadow beginning to stretch from Moscow toward Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. The history of the State of Israel would not be written solely in war and survival, but also in espionage, silent betrayals, and the struggle for a future suspended on invisible and carefully calculated decisions made thousands of kilometers away.
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Chapter 2 – The War of Independence (1948)
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On the afternoon of May 14, 1948, the austere hall of the Tel Aviv Museum filled with an energy that was equal parts reverence and barely contained fear. Members of the National Council and representatives of the Jewish people gathered in tense silence, their faces marked by exhaustion, expectation, and history pressing down upon them. At exactly four o’clock, David Ben-Gurion stepped forward to the lectern. He carefully unrolled the parchment in his hands, as though the fragility of the paper mirrored the fragility of the moment itself.

When he began to read, his voice was steady, solemn, and unyielding.

“With the authority vested in us by the Jewish People in Eretz Israel, we hereby proclaim the establishment of the Jewish State, to be known as the State of Israel...”

No one moved. Some wept openly, others clenched their fists or stared straight ahead, afraid that blinking might shatter the moment. Outside, improvised bells rang from synagogues and balconies, their sound rippling through the streets of Tel Aviv as the declaration echoed far beyond the walls of the museum.

Hope had finally taken form. Peace, however, had not.

Within hours, five Arab armies began mobilizing, intent on extinguishing the newborn state before it could take its first breath.

When the applause faded and the hall slowly emptied, reality struck with brutal clarity. Israel had no unified national army. Its defense rested on a patchwork of militias, each forged in secrecy and necessity during the years of the British Mandate. The Haganah was the largest and most organized, operating with discipline and restraint. The Irgun was aggressive and ideologically driven, favoring bold, offensive actions. Lehi, smaller and feared for its ruthlessness, acted independently and without compromise. Each group had its own command structure, its own methods, and its own internal rivalries, making coordination a constant struggle.

Weapons were scarce and mismatched. Fighters carried British rifles left over from the First World War, secondhand Czech machine guns, confiscated German pistols, and even hunting shotguns pressed into military use. Many soldiers wore civilian clothing; the few uniforms available were an improvised blend of surplus British gear and hastily altered garments. What they lacked in equipment, they compensated for with resolve.

On May 26, 1948, the creation of the Israel Defense Forces was declared out of sheer necessity. All militias were ordered to integrate under a single command. The decision was decisive, but the tensions it generated would linger for months.

The recruits themselves formed a human mosaic. Veterans of the Second World War stood beside Holocaust survivors whose scars were still raw. Native-born youths who had grown up under the British Mandate trained alongside recent immigrants who barely spoke Hebrew but handled rifles with grim determination. Among them were countless anonymous faces—men and women like Yaakov Levi, Sara Malka, and Esther Ben-David—ordinary individuals carrying an extraordinary burden.

By May 1948, the map of Israel resembled a living chessboard, each square contested and each move potentially fatal. At Latrun, the Jordanian Arab Legion controlled the strategic heights overlooking the only road connecting Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. Soldiers crawled forward under relentless sniper fire, cutting through barbed wire inch by inch. Every meter gained cost lives measured not in numbers, but in names.

In the north, Galilee’s border villages held out under constant threat. Kibbutzim transformed themselves into fortresses, machine guns mounted atop sandbags while mule caravans carried ammunition and food along hidden mountain paths. Mobility was survival; hesitation meant death.

In the Negev, isolated units faced Egyptian forces equipped with superior numbers and heavy weaponry. Small Israeli groups relied on ambushes and deception, striking supply convoys and vanishing into the desert before tanks could respond. Night became their ally, the darkness shielding movements that daylight would have condemned.

Communication between fronts was unreliable and fragile. Radios were few and prone to failure, batteries ran dry, and messengers traveled by motorcycle or on foot. A delay of hours could mean the loss of a position—or an entire settlement.

The aerial front was no less improvised. The nascent Israeli Air Force consisted of a handful of men and aircraft assembled under extreme pressure. The first fighters, Czech-built versions of the Messerschmitt Bf 109, suffered from faulty engines and frequent mechanical failures. Training accidents were common, and losses mounted before combat even began.

One of the first pilots, Shmuel Kogan, was killed during a test flight, his death becoming an early symbol of sacrifice. The arrival of five Spitfire Mk IX aircraft, flown largely by foreign volunteers, allowed
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