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Getting the most from this guide

This guide is designed to help you to develop your understanding and critical appreciation of the concepts and issues raised in Volver, as well as your language skills, fully preparing you for your Paper 2 exam. It will help you when you are studying the film for the first time and also during your revision.

A mix of Spanish and English is used throughout the guide to ensure you learn key vocabulary and structures that you will need for your essay, while also allowing you to develop a deep understanding of the work.

The following features have been used throughout this guide to help build your language skills and focus your understanding of the film:
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Activity

A mix of activities is found throughout the book to test your knowledge of the work and to develop your vocabulary and grammar. Longer writing tasks will help prepare you for your exam.
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estrenarse to be released

Key vocabulary is highlighted and translated. Make sure you know these words so you can write an essay with accurate language and a wide range of vocabulary, which is essential to receive the top mark for AO3.
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Build critical skills

These offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging questions. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking and analysis to take you beyond what happens in the film to explore why the director has used particular techniques, and the effects they have on you. These analytical and critical skills are essential for success in AO4 in the exam.
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GRADE BOOSTER

These top tips advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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Answers

Answers to every activity, task, and critical skills question can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/mfl-study-guide-answers.
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TASK

Short tasks are included throughout the book to test your knowledge of the film. These require short written answers.
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Key quotation

These are highlighted as they may be useful supporting evidence in your essay.
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1 Synopsis

Volver is a multi-award winning drama film by acclaimed Spanish director Pedro Almodóvar. Meaning ‘to come back’, the title of the film has multiple interpretations. In the story itself, circumstances conspire in such a way that two sisters must return to their hometown from Madrid and revisit the past in an attempt to confront unresolved family matters. More broadly, the title represents a return to an emphasis on strong women by a director for whom such characters have become a hallmark. It is also a revisiting of the cinematic genre of melodrama, and a meditation on the director’s own childhood growing up in Castilla-La Mancha.

The film begins in a cemetery with two sisters — Raimunda and Soledad (Sole) — cleaning the tombstone of their parents, alongside Raimunda’s teenage daughter, Paula. All three then visit Aunt Paula, an elderly lady who lives alone and appears to suffer from dementia, as she struggles to recognise her visitors. They also talk to her neighbour, Agustina, who looks out for Aunt Paula’s welfare. We discover that Raimunda and Sole’s parents died in a house fire a few years earlier.

One evening, after returning home from the airport where she works as a cleaner, Raimunda sees her daughter Paula waiting anxiously in the street. Paula confesses that she has just fatally stabbed her father, Paco, doing so in self-defence as he tried to rape her. Raimunda cleans up the blood in the house and is interrupted by a call from Sole with the news that Aunt Paula has died. Raimunda insists she cannot attend the funeral, and keeps the death of her partner a secret, explaining his disappearance as a consequence of a huge row. Soon afterwards, Raimunda’s neighbour, Emilio, asks her to look after the local restaurant while he is away. Raimunda accepts the request, takes the keys and, at an opportune moment, puts Paco’s corpse in a deep freeze.

The following day, a member of a film crew appears at the restaurant seeking catering while they film in the area. Raimunda does not hesitate to take up the offer, and prepares an impressive dinner for 30 people. Meanwhile, Sole attends Aunt Paula’s funeral, which is a very traditional affair. There, she has a vision of Irene, her deceased mother, and Agustina explains to her that many people in this superstitious neighbourhood have also witnessed apparitions of the old lady. While driving back to Madrid, Sole realises that Irene has stowed away in the boot of her car. Irene stays in Sole’s apartment, which also doubles as a salon for her hairdressing business, and works as Sole’s haidressing assistant, posing as a Russian immigrant in an attempt to avoid arousing suspicion. Meanwhile, with the help of the neighbours, and Regina in particular, Raimunda hosts a successful farewell party for the film crew, and also sings an impromptu and emotional version of the tango Volver, which is overheard by her mother, who listens tearfully.

On her way to Madrid, Raimunda discovers that Agustina has cancer and visits her in hospital. Here, Agustina explains that she is desperate to find out why her mother went missing years earlier, and she pleads with Raimunda to ask her own mother’s ghost what fate may have befallen her. Raimunda’s response is both sceptical and dismissive. Later, Raimunda finally disposes of Paco’s body, firstly renting a van, and then enlisting the help of local women to load the freezer into the back and then dig a hole in a remote spot near the river. Meanwhile, while staying in Sole’s apartment, Paula meets her grandmother Irene and builds a strong bond with her.

The following night, Agustina visits the restaurant and reveals two secrets to Raimunda: the first being that Raimunda’s father and Agustina’s mother were having an affair, and the second that Agustina’s mother disappeared on the same day that Raimunda’s parents died in the house fire. She believes that these events must be related.

Sole confesses to Raimunda that their mother is staying in the apartment. Irene admits that she did not die in the fire, and explains it was she who started it deliberately in order to kill her husband, who, she discovered, raped their daughter Raimunda, resulting in her pregnancy and the birth of Paula. As a result of Raimunda’s anger, the two tragically grew apart. Irene also explains that, after starting the fatal fire, she visited her sister Paula for a final time, intending to say goodbye and then turn herself in to the police. Due to her worsening senility, however, Aunt Paula could not recall anything of the incident and the two quickly returned to normality, assisted by the insular nature of the community they lived in, with many believing any sighting of her to be a ghostly apparition.

The film ends with the family gathered at Aunt Paula’s house. Irene visits Agustina, who believes her to be a ghost, and she decides to stay and care for her in her dying days, as penitence for killing her mother in the fire. Raimunda visits the house, embraces her mother, and the two appear to be on the cusp of repairing their relationship.


2 Social and historical context

El mundo laboral
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En esta película, dos de las protagonistas principales, Raimunda y Sole, viven en Madrid con trabajos muy humildes, pero con algo más de posibilidades que en el pueblo manchego de donde son originarias. Raimunda es limp iadora en el aeropuerto, y Sole trabaja en su casa que transforma en una peluquería ilegal. La película se estrenó en 2006, y muestra cómo mucha gente de los pueblos ha emigrado a la gran ciudad para buscar una vida y trabajo mejor. A veces esto no siempre era la realidad, pero al menos se intentaba huir del mundo rural y de trabajar en el campo.
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el/la protagonista principal main character

humilde humble

originario/a native

estrenarse to be released

huir to flee

[image: ]



Madrid is a favourite location for the films of Almodóvar. Like Raimunda, the director himself moved to the capital as a young man to take advantage of the greater employment opportunities there. Nevertheless, over 80% of employment in the capital is in the service sector, primarily lower-paid positions in the hotel industry and catering. Raimunda and Sole are working-class women with modest incomes, forced to live on the outskirts to avoid the prohibitive costs of central Madrid. Consequently, the Madrid depicted in Volver has none of the glamour or history the viewer may expect to see from such a major city. Much of the film is located in the suburb of Vallecas, an area where, in the 1960s, many rural Spanish immigrants settled. It is a
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Castilla-La Mancha


[image: ]


[image: ]




[image: ]









[image: ]





[image: ]



[image: ]






[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]



La cultura televisiva
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La cultura de la muerte y la superstición
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Las mujeres
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Actividades
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1  Empareja cada frase con el título correcto.





	

    1  Hoy en día hay muchas personas enganchadas a emisiones sobre escándalos personales.

    2  La densidad de población de esta autonomía es bastante baja.

    3  Mucha gente limpia las lápidas y tumbas del cementerio.

    4  Los sueldos en el servicio terciario suelen ser bastante bajos.

    5  La voluntad de hierro de estas españolas es admirable.


	

    a  El mundo laboral

    b  Castilla-La Mancha

    c  La cultura televisiva

    d  La cultura de la muerte y la superstición

    e  Las mujeres







2  Completa el texto con las palabras del recuadro, luego traduce el texto al inglés.




    Según muchos 1………., Volver es una película muy 2………. de Pedro Almodóvar. El director admite que con esta obra, ha 3………. a su infancia, y a la autonomía donde nació. La demografía de Castilla-La Mancha ha 4………. mucho en décadas recientes por razones 5………., pero la región sigue 6………. sus tradiciones y 7…………. La influencia de la Iglesia Católica es 8………. y la gente es muy 9………. de su gastronomía. No obstante, es importante destacar que a pesar de su argumento emotivo, esta película no solo es un melodrama 10………. también una comedia.
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  3  Lee las siguientes diez frases sobre el contexto histórico y social de Volver. Escoge las cinco frases que son correctas según el sentido del texto.




      1  La mayoría de la clase obrera vive en pleno centro de Madrid.

      2  La comunidad de Vallecas es muy diversa.

      3  Alcanfor de las Infantas es un pueblo ficticio.

      4  La expectativa de vida de los varones en Castilla-La Mancha es muy baja.

      5  Parece que la popularidad de la telebasura en España no ha disminuido en años recientes.

      6  Durante un funeral manchego, los hombre y las mujeres no se mezclan.

      7  Hoy en día, los españoles no celebran el Día de Todos los Santos.

      8  Solo una minoría de los católicos españoles asisten a misa.

      9  Hay cada vez menos familias monoparentales en España.

    10  Raimunda tiene una voluntad de hierro.




  4  ¿Qué fue “La Movida Madrileña”?

  5  Explica el significado del título Volver para el director.

  6  Haz una descripción del barrio de Vallecas.

  7  ¿Cómo es la demografía de Castilla-La Mancha?

  8  Con referencia a la película, ¿cómo sabemos que la gastronomía de esta región es de alta calidad?

  9  ¿Cuáles son los aspectos negativos de los programas de testimonios personales?

10  ¿Crees que los españoles son religiosos hoy en día? Explica tu respuesta.
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El contexto social y histórico
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Vocabulario
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Las hermanas Raimunda y Sole limpian la tumba de sus padres en el cementerio de su pueblo
natal y se encuentran con su vecina Agustina.

v

Visitan a la tia Paula, que vive sola y es muy mayor, y se sorprenden de que tenga comida preparada
para ellas. También visitan a Agustina, una vecina cercana a la familia cuya madre desaparecié hace afios.

v

En Madrid, Paula, la hija de Raimunda mata a Paco en defensa propia
Raimunda mete el cuerpo en un frigorffico.

v

Raimunda empieza a preparar comidas en el restaurante cerrado de un vecino, con la ayuda de sus vecinas

¥

La tia Paula muere, y Sole va sola al funeral, donde se encuentra con su madre y cree que es un fantasma

v

Al volver a Madrid, Irene sale del maletero del coche de Sole y se instala a vivir con ella, sin més explicaciones.

v

Irene se hace pasar por inmigrante rusa

v

El restaurante de Raimunda tiene éxito. Una noche, Raimunda canta en el restaurante la famosa
cancién Volver mientras su propia madre la escucha en la distancia

v

Agustin tiene cancer y esté en Madrid por unos dias. Va a un programa de televisién donde trabaja
su hermana para contar la historia de la desaparicién de su madre.

v

Paula descubre a su abuela en casa de su tia Sole mientras Raimunda no sospecha nada.

v

Agustina le confiesa a Raimunda que Irene y su marido no se llevaban bien y que ¢l erainfiel, a lo
que Raimunda no reacciona bien

v

Finalmente, Raimunda descubre a Irene y le confiesa que sabe lo que paso, y que el padre de
Raimunda abuso de ella, queds embarazada de Paula y decidié quemar la casita donde le encontré
durmiendo con Ia madre de Agustina, y ambos murieron

v

Todas vuelven al pueblo, e Irene decide instalarse con Agustina y ayudarla con la medicacién de su
cancer, a pesar de que ella cree que es un fantasma.

v

Raimunda se reconcilia con su madre, y deciden verse muy a menudo.
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