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Seeing  Things

By: Nathan  E  

It’s the middle of winter in Philadelphia. Early snow , a bashful winter, and bitter cold greets anyone who dares to step out into it very harshly. In the center of town an outside burial service has reached its conclusion. Frozen mourners huddle together exchanging their condolences one to another. While oddly , one man breaks away from the pact , seemingly disinterested in talking to anyone. He gets into his car and quickly drives away. Moving smoothly through lite traffic, he’s able to quickly merge onto the highway, soon exiting onto Interstate Highway  95 South headed back to Florida. With not all that much to keep himself alert, he decides to make a call, on the other end a woman’s voice answers.

Voice) “ OH hey babe, I was just about to call you, you little mind reader, so ...how did it go? 

Man) “ OH it was alright “

Voice) “ Are you O.K. ? “

Man) “ Yeah, yeah I’m alright . I hardly knew him anyway, you know.

Voice) “ Yeah, I know , but he was still your father. “

Man) “ Yeah, some people say that. “

Voice) ( lightly scolding ) “ Ronnie ...so how are the roads?

Ronnie) “ Amazingly clear right now, that’s why I wanted to get outta there. “

Voice) “ Yeah , O.K. ... are you going to push through? “

Ronnie) “ OH yeah, I’m just stopping for gas , food and little pee breaks along the way. ( She laughs )

( About a mile up ahead there’s a curvature in the road and Ronnie clearly sees a driver out of control.)

Ronnie) “  What’s he doing? “

Voice ) “ Ah what, what’s who doing? “

Ronnie) “ There’s a car coming my way that’s all over the road.”

Voice )  ( nervous )  “ Is there any way to go around him ? “

Ronnie ) “ It’s a two-lane highway babe, ... I’ll just slow up a bit and punch it when he gets close.

Voice)  ( really nervous now ) “ Ronnie , just stop the car and let him go around you. “

Ronnie) “ I can’t pull over Hun , snowbanks on every side . I’ll be alright. “

Voice ) “ Ronnie don’t you get off this phone , you hear me? What highway are you on? “

Ronnie) “ 95 South , its O.K. honey ,I got this , OH SHIT !!! ( She hears tires screeching , then eerie silence) 

Voice)  ( shouting )  “ RONNIE ! RONNIE ! Ronnie picks up baby ( starts to cry and talk at the same time.) “ Ronnie pick up , please baby please. “

Ronnie ) “ He ran off the road and hit a tree just ahead of me a little bit. I’m going to see if he’s alright. “

Voice ) “ Ronnie no ! Ronnie just call somebody, that’s what they do , Ronnie are you listening? 

( He runs ahead to the crashed vehicle. When he gets there, he sees a lone driver trapped inside. The car is totaled from the impact. But the driver is still coherent , but bleeding from a head wound . Also his body seems to be pinned. As Ronnie tugs on the door it’s obvious that the door is jammed . But the driver has managed to roll the window down. Seeing this Ronnie reach’s in with both hands attempting to pull the driver out, but to no avail. With the man obviously in a lot of pain , he knows he has to be careful in his next attempt. As he frantically search’s about in and around the car for his next course of action, strangely the man summons him with a hand gesture over to him. Once he reach’s him, the man grabs his head with both hands and stares into his eyes and says )

Injured man ) “ Thank God “ 

( There’s a blinding flash of brilliant white light with an explosion, and Ronnie is thrown ten feet through the air onto a nearby snow embankment. The car explodes into a fireball. Pulling back slowly from the scene , we see the car engulfed in flames , then Ronnie unconscious on the snowbank , then back to his car where we can make out the sound of Ronnie’s girlfriend talking to someone. )

Voice) “ Yes, my name is Kathryn Slater , I was talking to my fiancé and believe he’s been in a terrible accident ... yes sir... he was on his way back from Philadelphia ... about 30 minutes ... yes sir that would be...hold on I wrote it down somewhere , yes sir ,  that would be 95 South headed back to Florida ... me? ... about 10 to 15 minutes ago now , please hurry !”

( With that we go beyond the car to a snow embankment and dark trees, that all fade to a whiter than white background that re-focuses to a hospital sheet , scrolling up we see Ronnie in bed holding Kathryn’s hand with a detective  nearby complete with note pad  talking to them. )

Detective) “ Between both of your statements we have everything we need . Poor fella must have hit an ice slick in the road and lost control , it happens. The force of the impact with him hitting the tree caused the gas tank to explode , nothing you could have done. If you were any closer to it when it blew , you might not be here talking to me now. Your fiancé’s quick thinking saved you more than you know. Giving us the State Road , approximate time you left the funeral and the time you called her , we were able to triangulate your cell phone’s signal to assist in identifying your location. Putting all that together we were able to find you in 30 minutes , in the area you were in , it could have been a lot worst. 

Ronnie ) ( squeezing her hand and moving it from side to side ) “ Oh yes , believe me I know how special she is . “ 

Detective ) “ Well here’s my card if you remember anything else , or wanted to send me an invitation to the wedding. “ ( They all share a laugh and the detective leaves. Just as he does , a nurse comes in with a wheel chair to discharge him. )

( A little later , while in the car on the way to back to Kathryn’s hotel room Ronnie seems puzzled)

Ronnie) “ Kat ? “

Kat ) “ Yes Ronnie “

Ronnie ) “ What did I tell the police ? “

Kat ) “ What ? “

Ronnie ) “ What did I tell the police ? “

Kat) ( nervously laughing a bit ) “  What do you mean, what did you tell them ? “

Ronnie ) “  I don’t think I told them everything. “

Kat ) “ Everything like what ? “ 

Ronnie ) “ What the detective said about the guy hitting an ice slick , the road was fine , I was standing on it myself , and the car immediately catching fire, Kat , I spoke with the guy , I tried to pull him out! “

Kat ) ( looking confused ) “ I heard the crash babe , I heard the explosion , then nothing . “ ( tears start to fall )

Ronnie ) “ I’m sorry dear , I didn’t mean to bring it up . Let’s just check out and get home huh? “ 

Kat ) ( wiping her tears ) “ Yes , let’s get you home , we’ve had enough of Phili .”

Ronnie ) ( smiling at her ) “ Yeah ! Yeah, let’s get out of  Phili ! “ ( she smiles )

( They arrive back to the hotel and go up to the room . As they begin to pack, she suddenly stops and sits on the bed , and  looking at him says )

Kat) “ You know Ronnie , you’ve just had a major trauma , and have been in the hospital for two days. Getting back on the road right this minute , might not be the best idea. “ ( smiling playfully ) 

Ronnie )  ( catching the hint ) “ You know , you could be right . Sleeping  one night in a real bed , undisturbed , might be just what I need. “

( Seeing his agreeing smile, she walks over to him and puts both arms around his neck, they kiss. Moments later there is a do not disturb sign placed on the door.  Later , deep into the night while they sleep, the entire scene of what happened replays in his mind . As he gets to the part of when his face was held, and the blinding light , he shoots straight up in bed greatly disturbed. Looking at Kathryn and seeing how happy she appeared, he decides to keep the event to himself. While he lays there contemplating what to do, he falls back to sleep. Morning comes , they playfully interact , then go to a restaurant for breakfast . In the middle of it Kathryn excuse’s herself , and heads to the lady’s room. While she’s away, still eating, he casually views other patrons in the restaurant . As he does, he sees a flash of brilliant white light that makes him grunt in pain for a second or two. With sight restored , he takes a quick pan around the room to make sure he didn’t embarrass himself. Luckily , no one noticed . As he re-settles himself , the strangest thing happens. He notice’s a woman passing by his table , while she passes , still viewing her from a side angle , he notices  that he is seeing everything she’s looking at ahead of her. Puzzled , he chuckles to himself not paying it
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