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Welcome to this book designed to help you improve your legal English vocabulary. My goal is to help you expand your legal English and to be able to speak and write more fluently. Improve your confidence when studying at an English-speaking college or talking to colleagues from other countries. 

Let's face it, legal English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find 200 of the most common legal words that start with T to Z.

To get the most value from this book, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Use each word in real life as soon as possible. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English.

−  Do the practice sections. Try not to cheat and look at the answers too much!

−  Consider studying with a friend to help each other stay motivated. 


Good luck and I wish you well on your journey to become more proficient with legal English. 
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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to mostly university students. I've taught every class under the sun! These days, I'm living and teaching on Vancouver Island, Canada.

I hold a Masters degree and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. You can find me here:

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

You might also be interested in these books: Advanced English Conversation Dialogues and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. They have hundreds of helpful English phrases and expressions that can be used in a wide variety of situations.
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​Words 1-10
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Table

verb: to formally postpone or delay consideration of a proposal or piece of legislation.

Example: The committee voted to table the amendment until further legal review could be conducted.

More examples:

	The motion to increase penalties was tabled due to concerns about its constitutionality.

	Legislators agreed to table the bill pending additional expert testimony.


Waiver

noun: The voluntary relinquishment or surrender of a known legal right, claim, or privilege.

Example: The defendant signed a waiver relinquishing the right to a jury trial in favor of a bench trial.

More examples:

	Courts generally require that a waiver of constitutional rights be made knowingly and voluntarily.

	The contract included a waiver clause that limited the company’s liability for certain damages.


Verification

noun: the process of establishing the truth, accuracy, or validity of something, especially in legal or official contexts.

Example: The attorney submitted the signed affidavit as verification of the witness’s statement.

More examples:

	The court required verification of the defendant’s identity before proceeding with the bail hearing.

	Proper verification of documents is essential during the discovery phase of a trial.


Unemployment

noun: the state of being without paid work, particularly as a recognized status for legal or statistical purposes.

Example: The claimant applied for compensation under the government’s unemployment insurance scheme.

More examples:

	The tribunal reviewed whether the plaintiff’s unemployment was a direct result of unlawful dismissal.

	Laws concerning unemployment benefits vary depending on the jurisdiction and eligibility criteria.


Watchdog

noun: An individual or organization that monitors and oversees activities, especially in government or business, to ensure accountability, transparency, and compliance with laws.

Example: The regulatory watchdog investigated allegations of financial misconduct within the corporation.

More examples:

	Consumer protection agencies act as watchdogs to prevent unfair business practices.

	Environmental watchdogs monitor industrial pollution and advocate for regulatory enforcement.


Young offender

noun: a person, typically under the age of 18, who has been found guilty of committing a criminal offence.

Example: The court referred the young offender to a youth justice program instead of imposing a custodial sentence.

More examples:

	Legislation often mandates that young offenders be tried in juvenile courts rather than in adult criminal courts.

	The legal system emphasizes rehabilitation over punishment for young offenders, especially for non-violent crimes.


Validity

noun: the quality of being legally sound, acceptable, or binding.

Example: The court questioned the validity of the contract due to the absence of informed consent.

More examples:

	The defense attorney challenged the validity of the evidence on the grounds of unlawful search and seizure.

	The validity of a will can be contested if it was executed under duress or without proper witnesses.


Warranted

adjective: justified or authorized, especially in a legal or formal context.

Example: The judge ruled that the police search was warranted based on the credible evidence presented.

More examples:

	The attorney argued that the use of force was not warranted under the circumstances and thus violated the defendant’s rights.

	A detailed investigation is warranted when allegations of misconduct involve potential breaches of regulatory law.
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Xerox

verb/noun: to photocopy a document; a photocopy, especially used in legal settings like discovery.

Example: During the discovery phase, each party was required to Xerox and share all relevant contractual documents.

More examples:

	The paralegal was instructed to Xerox the case files for opposing counsel as part of the pre-trial disclosures.

	In complex litigation, thousands of pages may be Xeroxed and catalogued for evidentiary review.


Yellow Dog Contract

noun: A now-illegal employment agreement in which a worker agrees not to join or remain in a labor union as a condition of employment.

Example: The court declared the yellow dog contract unenforceable as it violated federal labor protections under the National Labor Relations Act.

More examples:

	During the early 20th century, yellow dog contracts were used by employers to suppress union activity.

	The judge noted that the existence of a yellow dog contract reflected unfair labor practices and undermined collective bargaining rights.


Practice 

Fill in the blank with the correct word from the list:
table, waiver, verification, unemployment, watchdog, young offender, validity, warranted, Xerox, yellow dog contract
	The attorney challenged the __________ of the search warrant, claiming the evidence was obtained unlawfully.

	The corporation was fined after a financial __________ exposed internal fraud and regulatory violations.

	The bill was __________ in committee to allow time for constitutional analysis and expert testimony.

	The court determined that the signed __________ was voluntary and thus enforceable.

	The social worker submitted proof of __________ to support the client’s benefits application.

	The employer’s policy resembled a __________ and was struck down for violating federal labor law.

	The court questioned whether the contract had legal __________.

	The police use of surveillance was __________ due to the credible threat identified by investigators.

	The paralegal was asked to __________ all documents related to the case for the discovery process.


Answers:

	validity

	watchdog

	tabled

	waiver

	unemployment

	yellow dog contract

	verification

	warranted

	Xerox
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​Words 11-20
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Writ

noun: A formal written order issued by a court commanding a person or entity to perform or cease a specific act.

Example: The plaintiff filed a writ of mandamus to compel the government agency to process the application.

More examples:

	A writ of habeas corpus is used to challenge unlawful detention.

	The court issued a writ ordering the immediate cessation of construction on the disputed property.


Tax Law

noun: The body of laws and regulations governing the assessment and collection of taxes by the government.

Example: The firm's compliance department ensures all financial operations adhere strictly to tax law requirements.

More examples:

	Recent amendments to tax law affected corporate deductions for international transactions.

	A thorough understanding of tax law is essential for advising clients on estate planning and charitable contributions.


Volunteer

noun/verb: A person who offers services by choice and without legal obligation or compensation; or to offer such services willingly.

Example: In legal proceedings, a volunteer who renders services without obligation generally cannot claim compensation under contract law.

More examples:

	The court ruled that the property improvements made by the volunteer were not reimbursable, as there was no contractual duty.

	Legal aid clinics often rely on volunteer attorneys to represent clients.


Waste

noun/verb:

	noun: The improper, excessive, or unlawful use or destruction of property or resources.

	verb: To use or expend resources carelessly or to no purpose.


Example: The court found that the trustee committed waste by allowing the property to deteriorate.

More examples:

	Legal claims of waste arise when a tenant damages leased property beyond normal wear and tear.

	Environmental laws regulate the disposal of waste to prevent pollution and health hazards.


Underage

adjective: Legally too young to engage in certain activities such as voting, drinking alcohol, or entering contracts.

Example: The defendant was found guilty of selling alcohol to an underage customer, violating provincial liquor control laws.

More examples:

	The contract was deemed voidable because one party was underage at the time of signing.

	Underage individuals are prohibited from obtaining a driver’s license without parental consent.


Wear and Tear

noun: The damage or depreciation resulting from ordinary use or aging, often referenced in legal and contractual contexts.

Example: The landlord could not deduct from the tenant’s deposit for wear and tear, as such deterioration was considered normal under the lease agreement.

More examples:

	The lease stipulated that the tenant would not be held liable for wear and tear, only for negligent or intentional damage.

	In real estate law, wear and tear is distinguished from actual property damage when assessing liability.


X-mark

noun: A mark, often an "X", used as a substitute for a signature by a person unable to write, typically valid when witnessed under legal standards.

Example: The witness confirmed that the elderly testator placed an X-mark on the will, which was accepted as a valid signature under probate law.

More examples:

	The court acknowledged the X-mark as a legally binding signature, provided it was affixed in the presence of two impartial witnesses.

	In contract law, an X-mark may constitute a valid execution of the document if the signer demonstrates intent and competence.


Zone

noun: A specific area designated for a particular purpose, often established by legal or governmental authority.

Example: The property lies within a residential zone, restricting its use for commercial development under municipal bylaws.

More examples:

	The city council enacted legislation to create an environmental protection zone, limiting industrial activities near the watershed.

	Zoning ordinances define the permitted uses within each zone, including height restrictions and building density.


Wrongful Conviction

noun: A situation where an innocent person is found guilty of a crime they did not commit, often due to legal errors, misconduct, or false evidence.

Example: The Innocence Project presented new DNA evidence that ultimately overturned the defendant’s wrongful conviction after 20 years of incarceration.

More examples:

	Compensation statutes, but most require the claimant to prove a wrongful conviction resulted from a miscarriage of justice.

	The appellate court reviewed the trial transcript and found prosecutorial misconduct that contributed to the wrongful conviction.


Yield

verb: To produce, give way, or surrender; in legal contexts, often used to indicate giving up a right, producing evidence, or allowing a legal outcome.
noun: The amount produced or the return on something; in legal contexts, can refer to financial returns, land productivity, or compliance.
Example: The defendant agreed to yield the disputed property after the court issued an adverse possession ruling in favor of the plaintiff.

More examples:

	The subpoena compelled the corporation to yield internal documents.

	The land lease contract specified that the tenant must yield possession of the premises upon expiration of the term.


Practice 

Fill in the blank with the correct word from the list:
writ, tax law, volunteer, waste, underage, wear and tear, X-mark, zone, wrongful conviction, yield
	The defendant filed a __________ of habeas corpus, arguing that he was being held without due process.

	The landlord could not charge the tenant for minor carpet damage, as it was deemed ordinary __________.

	The estate planner advised the client to consult a specialist in __________ before finalizing charitable donations.

	The court awarded compensation after reviewing evidence that confirmed the defendant’s __________.

	The city council established a historic preservation __________ that limited alterations to buildings over 100 years old.

	The charity’s legal aid division depends heavily on attorneys who __________ their time to help low-income clients.

	The court upheld the lease’s forfeiture clause, stating that the tenant had committed __________ by neglecting essential repairs.

	The store was fined for selling tobacco to an __________ buyer.

	Due to the witness’s inability to write, an __________ was accepted as a valid form of signature on the affidavit.

	The plaintiff refused to __________ the property until full payment of damages was received under the settlement terms.


Answers:

	writ

	wear and tear

	tax law

	wrongful conviction

	zone

	volunteer

	waste

	underage

	X-mark

	yield
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​Words 21-30
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Uniform Commercial Code

noun: A standardized set of laws governing commercial transactions in the United States, intended to harmonize the law of sales and other commercial dealings across all 50 states.

Example: The contract dispute was resolved by applying Article 2 of the Uniform Commercial Code, which governs the sale of goods.

More examples:

	Under the Uniform Commercial Code, a merchant’s firm offer is irrevocable for a reasonable time without consideration.

	The bank’s liability in the check fraud case was assessed according to the relevant provisions of the Uniform Commercial Code.


Taxpayer

noun: An individual or entity that is required by law to pay taxes to a government authority.

Example: The court ruled that the taxpayer had the right to challenge the IRS’s assessment based on improper valuation of assets.

More examples:

	Taxpayers must comply with federal and state tax regulations to avoid penalties or audits.

	The legal dispute centered on whether the taxpayer was eligible for certain deductions under the tax code.


Victimization

noun: The act of treating someone unfairly or causing harm, often in a legal context involving harassment, discrimination, or crime.

Example: The plaintiff alleged victimization by the employer after reporting workplace harassment and facing retaliation.

More examples:

	Anti-discrimination laws are designed to prevent the victimization of employees based on race, gender, or religion.

	The court examined evidence of victimization when determining whether the defendant’s actions constituted harassment under the statute.


Willing

adjective: Ready, eager, or prepared to do something, often used in legal contexts to indicate consent or agreement.

Example: The parties were willing to enter into mediation to resolve the dispute without proceeding to trial.

More examples:

	A willing seller may negotiate the terms of a contract more flexibly than one under duress.

	The court considered whether the defendant was a willing participant in the agreement before enforcing the contract.


Zero Tolerance

noun: A strict policy of not allowing any violations or infractions, often applied in legal or regulatory contexts to enforce compliance without exceptions.

Example: The company adopted a zero tolerance policy toward workplace harassment, resulting in immediate disciplinary action for any confirmed violations.

More examples:

	Many jurisdictions have implemented zero tolerance laws for driving under the influence, where any measurable blood alcohol content results in penalties.

	The school’s zero tolerance stance on bullying led to the suspension of several students after thorough investigations.


Writ of Habeas Corpus

noun: A legal order requiring that a person detained or imprisoned be brought before a court to determine if their detention is lawful.

Example: The defendant’s attorney filed a writ of habeas corpus arguing that the detention violated constitutional rights due to lack of evidence.

More examples:

	Courts use the writ of habeas corpus to prevent unlawful imprisonment and protect individual liberty under the law.

	After years of wrongful detention, the prisoner’s writ of habeas corpus was granted, leading to their release.


Tender

noun/verb: In legal and business contexts, tender refers to an offer to perform a contract or provide goods or services, often involving the formal submission of a bid.

Example: The company submitted a tender to provide security services for the courthouse under the government contract.

More examples:

	The municipality issued a public tender inviting firms to bid on the construction of the new courthouse.

	Failure to accept a valid tender of payment may result in a breach of contract claim.


Usury

noun: The illegal action or practice of lending money at unreasonably high or unlawful interest rates, often regulated by law.

Example: The lender was prosecuted for usury after charging interest rates that exceeded the state’s legal limits.

More examples:

	Courts often intervene in contracts where usury is alleged, sometimes voiding the agreement or adjusting the interest rate.

	The plaintiff claimed that the loan agreement was invalid due to usury, citing the excessive interest charged by the creditor.


Visa

noun: A legal authorization granted by a country allowing a foreign national to enter, stay, or work within its borders for a specified period under certain conditions.

Example: The plaintiff’s case hinged on whether the defendant had a valid work visa at the time of employment.

More examples:

	Immigration law requires applicants to obtain the appropriate visa before engaging in employment or study abroad.

	The court examined whether the revocation of the visa was lawful under administrative regulations.


Withdraw

verb: To formally remove or take back something, such as a legal claim, offer, or statement, often in a legal or official context.

Example: The plaintiff decided to withdraw the lawsuit after reaching a confidential settlement with the defendant.

More examples:

	The attorney moved to withdraw from the case due to a conflict of interest.

	The company was forced to withdraw its tender offer after failing to meet regulatory requirements.


Practice

Fill in the blank with the correct word from the list:
Uniform Commercial Code, taxpayer, victimization, willing, zero tolerance, writ of habeas corpus, tender, usury, visa, withdraw
	The defendant’s attorney filed a __________.

	The city council issued a public __________ for construction firms to bid on a new courthouse project.

	The contract was evaluated under the __________, which standardizes commercial transaction laws across U.S. jurisdictions.

	The lender faced penalties after the court found the interest rates to be in violation of state __________ laws.

	The plaintiff alleged __________ after being demoted shortly after filing a complaint about workplace harassment.

	The immigration dispute centered on whether the employee held a valid work __________ at the time of hiring.

	The company’s __________ policy on workplace misconduct led to immediate termination following a confirmed violation.

	The parties were __________ to mediate the dispute rather than pursue lengthy litigation.

	After the settlement was reached, the plaintiff decided to formally __________ the lawsuit.

	The court allowed the __________ to challenge the IRS’s tax assessment based on valuation discrepancies.


Answers:

	writ of habeas corpus

	tender

	Uniform Commercial Code

	usury

	victimization

	visa

	zero tolerance

	willing

	withdraw

	taxpayer
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