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I find the journey that this tank took from D-day to the end of the war to be fascinating for many reasons, which will become clear as you read their story. Bomb had its share of close calls and as a result had changes to personal. However, three-fifths of its original crew took the entire journey with Bomb.

I did not write this story even though my name is on the cover. I found this story in a war diary and have retyped it to let the crew tell their story in their own words. Some obvious spelling mistakes have been corrected for the reader's benefit, but the wording has been left as exactly as first written. 

Enjoy the story of the only tank to survive out of the 66 in the Sherbrooke Fusilier Regiment. 

John Sliz

The following has been taken from, `River Assault: Operation Duck: The 3rd Canadian Infantry Division’s Attack on Leer 28th April 1945’, which is a modified version of the story in the War Diary of the Sherbrooke Fusilier Regiment.

From D-Day to VE-Day 

One Sherman Tank’s Journey 

The tank, T-152656, known as “BOMB”, was a Sherman equipped with a 75mm cannon and was powered by twin Diesel engines. From `D’ Day, 6 June 1944, until Victory in  Europe Day 7, May 1945, it fought through the entire campaign as part of `B’ Squadron, the Sherbrooke Fusilier Regiment.

Three men out of its five-man crew remained with it during its entire fighting history. They are: 

D131150 L/Cpl. Joseph Gerald Rudolph (Rudy) MOREAULT of Montreal, the driver; 

K6815 Tpr. John William (Tiny) HALL of Cresent, B.C., who was co-driver until 9 July when he moved back to the Loader Operator’s seat; 

and M100368 Tpr. Alfred William (Rudy) RUDOLPH of Claresholm, Alberta, the gunner.

The original Loader-Operator, B132455 Tpr. James Robert (Red) FLETCHER of  North Timmins, Ontario was wounded at GRUCHY in July, and K51521 Tpr. Kenneth Campbell (Ken) GEROW of Burns Lake, B.C., came into the tank as co-driver and remained with it until the final victory.

Though the crew members of the tank remained fairly constant, they had a succession of commanders including: 

Sergeant Harold FUTTER of Rapid Blanc La Tuquo, Que., who was wounded at the same time as FLETCHER; 

Capt. Paul John NEILL, MC, of Oshawa, Ontario, who then took over until the battle for CALCAR; 

Lieut. Walter WHITE of West Gore, Nova Scotia, wounded at DEVENTER, 10th April 45; and finally, 

Lieutenant Ernest MINGO, from New Glasgow, Nova Scotia.

In considering the following account of its action it is well to remember that from `D’ to `D’ plus 10 it was part of No. 1 Troop, and thereafter was either the Sergeant’s or Officer’s tank of No. 2 Troop. Hence BOMB has always been a “fighting” tank. That it survived the entire campaign is indeed remarkable.

It was on `D’ Day at 1130 hours 6th June 1944, that this tank waded ashore on to the beaches of Normandy and roared into action. That very evening while out on a night sortie it was ambushed by a German Self Propelled Gun, which appeared to be smoking as if brewed. Had it not been for the prompt action of a British “Flail” tank in making sure that the S.P. was “Dead”, BOMB itself would have suffered an early end.

By the next day the Third Division’s inland rush brought the Regiment to the outskirts of CARPIQUET, which is due west of CAEN. There at CARPIQUET Airfield, was fought one of the bitterest tank battles of the war. BOMB was one of the five tanks out of `B’ Squadron’s nineteen tanks to survive the first assault. Then, as part of a composite Squadron under Command Major V.O. Walsh, DSO, it joined in the counter-attack on the airfield defenses. BOMB is known to have destroyed two German tanks on that day.
Then followed a month of constant maneuvers. On the 9th of July, `B’ Squadron stormed the village of GRUCHY, on the outskirts of CAEN. In this action, a German 88mm cannon aimed an armour-piercing shot at BOMB and missed the tank but struck the breech of the .50 Browning machine gun, which was mounted above the turret for anti-aircraft protection. The resultant fragments wounded Sergeant FUTTER, and, entering through the hatch, also wounded Tpr. FLETCHER, and knocked out the electrical leads to the wireless set.

This mishap, however, kept BOMB out of action only overnight. For on the next day it joined in the capture of St. Germain, the north west suburb of CAEN itself.

After taking its “rest period” in the area known ever since as “Death Valley”, this tank again advanced and crossed the ORNE River to engage in the “Battle of the Ridges”, just south of CAEN. (Here Capt. P.W. AYRISS took over the tank, and fought it through the hard tank battles up to the SEINE). This action was continuous for eight days, and BOMB got another two German tanks to its credit there. That was part of BOMB’s contribution to the consolidation of the CAEN area during July, in preparation for the smashing and trapping of the German Army planned for August.

On the night of August 8th, the massive thrust toward FALAISE began. The next morning, a long barreled 75mm gun, mounted on a German Mark IV tank, slammed a shot from point blank range on to the front of the hull. The crew “bailed out” in a matter of split seconds. But before the German could put a finisher into our tank, he himself was destroyed. The crew then discovered that the shot had hit a spare bogey wheel carried on front and had ricocheted off and only nicked the tank. So they clambered back in, while the motors were still running, and carried on.

The last few miles toward FAILAISE from BRETTEVILLE SURE LAIZE was a mad, clawing scramble. In an attempt to clear a way for our troops, the heavy bombers of the R.A.F., Lancasters and Halifaxes, were let loose to lower their tons of bombs on the German positions. But someone had blundered and we, too near to USSY, caught the load. “BOMB” itself was severely shaken by a near miss from one of its aerial name-sakes.

The resulting mechanical trouble kept it out of the struggle for the high ground over- looking FALAISE itself. But as one of the four tanks left in `B’ Squadron, it helped to storm the city. While attempting to clear a convent in which lurked a detachment of fanatical SS troops, BOMB was ambushed, and then hit by the dreaded German “Bazooka”.  As luck would have it, the Bazooka Bomb exploded against one of the track plates welded to the turret and, aside from scarring the armour, did no other damage.  The scars can still be seen on the left and rear side of the turret near the roof.

BOMB then took part in the race for the Seine River, via VIMOUTIERS, BRIONNE and BOURGTHEROULDE. `C’ Squadron beat the fleeing Germans to the river but had to withdraw because of darkness. During the night individual detachments of Germans were trying to escape along the Seine River to the Channel and to LE HAVRE. Hence, when `B’ Squadron attempted to get through to the banks of the Seine where `C’ Squadron had been the night before, it ran into a very awkward struggle inside the wooded area between BOURGTHEROULDE and the Seine, known as the FORET de la LONDE. BOMB took its chances here against the desperate
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