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CHAPTER 1 BLUE CONDITION

Each member of Cream came to the group with a formidable reputation for musical excellence, hard-won on the thriving British R&B scene. Eric Clapton was regarded as a young veteran from his work as lead guitarist with The Yardbirds and John Mayall’s Bluesbreakers. At a time when most pop guitarists could barely manage a rhythmic strum and a few erratic solos, Clapton’s authentic blues style and effortless soling seemed like a revelation. His reputation spread rapidly and Clapton was held in high esteem – even in America, the land of his idols.

He was born Eric Patrick Clapton on March 30th 1945 in Ripley, Surrey, just south-west of London. He was brought up by his grandmother Rose Clapton and her second husband Jack Clapp. Eric’s mother Pat Clapton was 16 and unmarried; his father, a soldier called Edward Fryer, returned to Canada after the war. Pat left England to live in Germany, leaving Eric in the care of her mother and stepfather. It would cause the youthful Eric some confusion and stress as he gradually became aware of these tangled relationships. Playing music gave him a sense of identity and self-esteem... as well as pleasure.
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The “Beano cover”: Clapton and the funnies, 1966.



While at primary school, young Clapton began playing the recorder in the school band, fuelling his growing ambition to become a musician. He discovered rock’n’roll in 1957, along with the rest of the British teenage population. His stepfather gave him his first guitar, a Spanish-style acoustic.






























































































































































































CREAM DISCOGRAPHY

These are the original UK and US single and LP releases, in chronological order. (Many, many reissues have appeared over the years, and the records have been released in various combinations in many other countries; all are beyond the scope of this discography.) Of the many Cream compilations that have been issued, only two are listed here: Best Of Cream, which was the first of its kind; and Those Were The Days, the most comprehensive of its kind. Bootlegs are illegal and are not listed.

Record type (single or LP) is followed by relevant title(s). Release date(s), record label(s) and catalogue number(s) are then given, and the composer(s) is/are shown in brackets for each song. Concert source is listed for live recordings. Please play loud.

 


 


 


Single ‘Wrapping Paper’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown)/‘Cat’s Squirrel’ (traditional arr S Splurge) October 7th 1966 UK: Reaction 591007

 


Single ‘I Feel Free’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown)/‘NSU’ (Jack Bruce) December 9th 1966 UK: Reaction 59101 1 January 1967 US: Atco 6462

 


LP Fresh Cream

December 9th 1966 UK: Reaction 593 001 mono, 594 001 stereo March 1967 US: Atco 33-206 mono, SD 33-206 stereo (minus ‘Spoonful’, plus ‘I Feel Free’) ‘NSU’ (Jack Bruce) ‘Sleepy Time Time’ (Jack Bruce/Janet Godfrey) ‘Dreaming’ (Jack Bruce) ‘Sweet Wine’ (Ginger Baker/Janet Godfrey) ‘Spoonful’ (Willie Dixon) on UK release only ‘I Feel Free’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) on US release only ‘Cat’s Squirrel’ (traditional arr. S Splurge) ‘Four Until Late’ (Robert Johnson arr Eric Clapton) ‘Rollin’ And Tumblin” (Muddy Waters) ‘I’m So Glad’ (Skip James) ‘Toad’ (Ginger Baker)

Single ‘Strange Brew’ (Eric Clapton/Gail Collins/Felix Pappalardi)/‘Tales Of Brave Ulysses’ (Eric Clapton/Martin Sharp) May 26th 1967 UK: Reaction 591015 July 1967 US: Atco 6488

 


 


Single ‘Spoonful’ (Willie Dixon)/‘Spoonful Pt 2’ around October 1967 US: Atco 6522

 


LP Disraeli Gears

November 3rd 1967 UK: Reaction 593 003 mono, 594 003 stereo November 1967 US: Atco 33-232 mono, SD 33-232 stereo ‘Strange Brew’ (Eric Clapton/Gail Collins/Felix Pappalardi) ‘Sunshine Of Your Love’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown/Eric Clapton) ‘World Of Pain’ (Gail Collins/Felix Pappalardi) ‘Dance The Night Away’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘Blue Condition’ (Ginger Baker) ‘Tales Of Brave Ulysses’ (Eric, Clapton/Martin Sharp) ‘SWLABR’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘We’re Going Wrong’ (Jack Bruce) ‘Outside Woman Blues’ (Arthur Reynolds arr. Eric Clapton) ‘Take It Back’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘Mother’s Lament’ (traditional arr. Ginger Baker/Jack Bruce/Eric Clapton)

 


Single ‘Sunshine Of Your Love’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown/Eric Clapton)/‘SWLABR’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) February 1968 US: Atco 6544 September 6th 1968 UK: Polydor 56 286

 


Single ‘Anyone for Tennis’ (Eric Clapton/Martin Sharp)/’Pressed Rat And Warthog’ (Ginger Baker/Mike Taylor) May 1968 UK: Polydor 56 258 May 1968 US: Atco 6575

 


LP The Savage Seven soundtrack around July 1968 US: Atco SD 33-245 includes ‘Anyone For Tennis’ (Eric Clapton/Martin Sharp)

 


LP Wheels Of Fire

July 1968 US: Atco SD 2-700 double-LP August 9th 1968 UK: Polydor 582 031/2 double-LP mono, 583 031/2 double-LP stereo, 582 033 In The Studio single-LP mono, 583 033 In The Studio single-LP stereo December 1968 UK: Polydor 582 040 Live At The Fillmore single-LP mono, 583 040 Live At The Fillmore single-LP stereo

In The Studio

‘White Room’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘Sitting On Top Of The World’ (Chester Burnett) ‘Passing The Time’ (Ginger Baker/Mike Taylor) ‘As You Said’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘Pressed Rat And Warthog’ (Ginger Baker/Mike Taylor) ‘Politician’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘Those Were The Days’ (Ginger Baker/Mike Taylor) ‘Born Under A Bad Sign’ (Booker T Jones/William Bell) ‘Deserted Cities Of The Heart’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown)

Live At The Fillmore

Crossroads’ (Robert Johnson) from Winterland March 10th 1968 ‘Spoonful’ (Willie Dixon) from Winterland March 10th 1968 ‘Traintime’ (Jack Bruce) from Winterland March 8th 1968 ‘Toad’ (Ginger Baker) from Fillmore March 7th 1968

 


Single ‘White Room’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown)/‘Those Were The Days’ (Ginger Baker/Mike Taylor) October 1968 US: Atco 6617 January 1969 UK: Polydor 56 300

 


Single ‘Crossroads’ (Robert Johnson)/‘Passing The Time’ (Ginger Baker/Mike Taylor) February 1969 US: Atco 6646

 


LP Goodbye

March 1969 UK: Polydor 583 053 March 1969 US: Atco SD 7001 ‘I’m So Glad’ (Skip James) from The Forum October 19th 1968 ‘Politician’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) from The Forum October 19th 1968 ‘Sitting On Top Of The World’ (Chester Burnett) from The Forum October 19th 1968 ‘Badge’ (Eric Clapton/George Harrison) ‘Doing That Scrapyard Thing’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘What A Bringdown’ (Ginger Baker)

 


Single ‘Badge’ (Eric Clapton/George Harrison)/‘What A Bringdown’ (Ginger Baker) April 1969 UK: Polydor 56 315 April 1969 US: Atco 6668

 


Single ‘Sweet Wine’ (Ginger Baker/Janet Godfrey)/‘Lawdy Mama’ (traditional arr. Eric Clapton) version 2 August 1969 US: Atco 6708 US only

 


LP Best Of Cream

July 1969 US: Atco SD 33-291 November 1969 UK: Polydor 583 060 ‘Sunshine Of Your Love’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown/Eric Clapton) ‘Badge’ (Eric Clapton/George Harrison) ‘Crossroads’ (Robert Johnson) ‘White Room’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘SWLABR’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘Born Under A Bad Sign’ (Booker T Jones/William Bell) ‘Spoonful’ (Willie Dixon) ‘Tales Of Brave Ulysses’ (Eric Clapton/Martin Sharp) ‘Strange Brew’ (Eric Clapton/Felix Pappalardi/Gail Collins) ‘I Feel Free’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown)

 


LP Live Cream

April 1970 US: Atco SD 33-328 June 1970 UK: Polydor 2383 016 ‘NSU’ (Jack Bruce) from Winterland March 10th 1968 (edited version) ‘Sleepy Time Time’ (Jack Bruce/Janet Godfrey/ from Winterland March 9th 1968 ‘Sweet Wine’ (Ginger Baker/Janet Godfrey) from Winterland March 10th 1968 ‘Rollin’ and Tumblin” (Muddy Waters) from Fillmore March 7th 1968 ‘Lawdy Mama’ (traditional arr. Eric Clapton) version 2 (not live)

 


LP Live Cream Volume II

March 1972 US: Atco SD 7005 June 1972 UK: Polydor 2383 119 ‘Deserted Cities Of The Heart’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) from Oakland October 4th 1968 ‘White Room’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) from Oakland October 4th 1968 ‘Politician’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) from Oakland October 4th 1968 ‘Tales Of Brave Ulysses’ (Eric Clapton/Martin Sharp) from Winterland March 10th 1968 ‘Sunshine Of Your Love’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown/Eric Clapton) from Winterland March 9th 1968 ‘Stepping Out’ (James Bracken) from Winterland March 9th 1968

CD box-set Those Were The Days September 23rd 1997 UK/US: Polydor 539 000-2

 


In The Studio 1

‘Wrapping Paper’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘I Feel Free’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘NSU’ (Jack Bruce) ‘Sleepy Time Time’ (Jack Bruce/Janet Godfrey) ‘Dreaming’ (Jack Bruce) ‘Sweet Wine’ (Ginger Baker/Janet Godfrey) ‘Spoonful’ (Willie Dixon) ‘Cat’s Squirrel’ (traditional arr. S Splurge) ‘Four Until Late’ (Robert Johnson arr. Eric Clapton) ‘Rollin’ And Tumblin” (Muddy Waters) ‘I’m So Glad’ (Skip James) ‘Toad’ (Ginger Baker) ‘Lawdy Mama’ (traditional arr Eric Clapton) version 1 ‘Strange Brew’ (Eric Clapton/Gail Collins/Felix Pappalardi) ‘Sunshine Of Your Love’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown/Eric Clapton) ‘World Of Pain’ (Gail Collins/Felix Pappalardi) ‘Dance The Night Away’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘Blue Condition’ (Ginger Baker) ‘Tales Of Brave Ulysses’ (Eric Clapton/Martin Sharp) SWLABR’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘We’re Going Wrong’ (Jack Bruce) ‘Outside Woman Blues’ (Arthur Reynolds arr. Eric Clapton) ‘Take It Back’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘Mother’s Lament’ (traditianal arr. Ginger Baker/Jack Bruce/Eric Clapton)

In The Studio 2

‘White Room’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘Sitting On Top Of The World’ (Chester Burnett) ‘Passing The Time’ (Ginger Baker/Mike Taylor) alternate version ‘As You Said’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘Pressed Rat And Warthog’ (Ginger Baker/Mike Taylor) ‘Politician’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘Those Were The Days’ (Ginger Baker/Mike Taylor) ‘Born Under A Bad Sign’ (Booker T Jones/William Bell) ‘Deserted Cities Of The Heart’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘Anyone For Tennis’ (Eric Clapton/Martin Sharp) ‘Badge’ (Eric Clapton/George Harrison) ‘Doing That Scrapyard Thing’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) ‘What A Bringdown’ (Ginger Baker) ‘The Coffee Song’ (Tony Colton/Ray Smith) ‘Lawdy Mama’ (traditional arr. Eric Clapton) version 2 ‘You Make Me Feel’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) rehearsal ‘We’re Going Wrong’ (Jack Bruce) demo ‘Hey Now Princess’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) demo ‘SWLABR’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) demo ‘Weird Of Hermiston’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) demo ‘The Clearout’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) demo ‘Falstaff Beer Commercial’ (Ginger Baker/Jack Bruce/Eric Clapton)

Live 1

‘NSU’ (Jack Bruce) from Winterland March 9th 1968 (unedited version) ‘Sleepy Time Time’ (Jack Bruce/Janet Godfrey) from Winterland March 9th 1968 ‘Rollin’ And Tumblin” (Muddy Waters) from Fillmore March 7th 1968 ‘Crossroads’ (Robert Johnson) from Winterland March 10th 1968 ‘Spoonful’ (Willie Dixon) from Winterland March 10th 1968 ‘Tales Of Brave Ulysses’ (Eric Clapton/Martin Sharp) from Winterland March 10th 1968 ‘Sunshine Of Your Love’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) from Winterland March 9th 1968 ‘Sweet Wine’ (Ginger Baker/Janet Godfrey) from Winterland March 10th 1968

Live 2

‘White Room’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) from Oakland October 4th 1968 ‘Politician’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) from Oakland October 4th 1968 I’m So Glad’ (Skip James) from The Forum October 19th 1968 ‘Sitting on Top Of The World’ (Chester Burnett) from The Forum October 19th 1968 ‘Stepping Out’ (James Bracken) from Winterland March 9th 1968 ‘Traintime’ (Jack Bruce) from Winterland March 10th 1968 ‘Toad’ (Ginger Baker) from Fillmore March 7th/8th 1968 ‘Deserted Cities Of The Heart’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) from Oakland October 4th 1968 ‘Sunshine Of Your Love’ (Jack Bruce/Pete Brown) from CBS Studios for Summer Brothers Smother Show May 17th 1968
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INTERVIEWS Most of the quotes in the main text are from Chris Welch’s original interviews with Ginger Baker (1966-68 and 2000), Pete Brown (2000), Jack Bruce (1966-68 and 2000), Eric Clapton (1966-68), Tom McGuinness (2000), Ben Palmer (2000) and Ray Williams (1998). Quotes in Geoff Nicholls’ piece on Ginger Baker in chapter 2 come from his interview with Baker conducted in June 2000. Quotes from Jack Bruce in the Cream Diary section are from interviews by Tony Bacon conducted in August and September 2000.

 


PHOTOGRAPHS Supplied by the following (number indicates page): Jacket: Eric Clapton (front) Chuck Boyd/Redferns; Cream (rear) Pictorial Press. 8/9 Robert Whitaker/Strange Things. 13 Susie MacDonald/Redferns. 19 Jeremy Fletcher/Redferns. 20 Val Wilmer. 21 Jeremy Fletcher/Redferns. 23 Michael Ochs Archives/Redferns. 26 top Rick Richards/Redferns. 27 Vol Wilmer. 28/29 Val Wilmer. 30 Strange Things. 35 Strange Things. 36 Harry Shapiro. 37 Harry Shapiro. 42 Pictorial Press. 43 Strange Things. 45 Susie MacDonald/Redferns. 49 Val Wilmer. 50 Robert Whitaker/Strange Things. 51 Chuck Boyd/Redferns. 52 David Redfern/Redferns. 53 Chuck Stewart/Redferns. 54 Chuck Boyd/Redferns. 55 Michael Geary. 58 Pictorial Press. 59 Pictorial Press. 62 Robert Whilaker/Strange Things. 63 top Pictorial Press. 65 Robert Whitaker/Strange Things. 66 Michael Geary. 69 Susie MacDonald/Redferns. 70 Pictorial Press. 79 Brian Shuel/Redferns, 81 Gems/Redferns. 82/83 all three Pictorial Press. 88 Val Wilmer/Redferns. 90 Tony Gale/Pictorial Press. 91 Pete Brown. 92 Strange Things. 93 Pete Brown. 94 Strange Things, 95 Strange Things 96 Pictorial Press. 100 Nikpop/Redferns. 102 Pictorial Press. 106 Chuck Stewart/Redferns. 107 Chuck Stewart/Redferns. 108/109 all four Robert Whitaker/Strange Things. 116/117 Hans Backstrom. 122 Michael Geary. 124/125 Michael Ochs Archives/Redferns. 129 Bob Gruen/Pictorial Press. 132 Chuck Boyd/Redferns. 141 both Chuck Boyd/Redferns, 143 Michael Geary. 145 Chuck Boyd/Redferns. 147 Pictorial Press. 148 Susie MacDonald/Redferns. 159 Keith Morris/ Redfems.

 


Other illustrated items including advertisements, guitars and cases, magazines, newspapers, posters, programmes, records and record sleeves came from the collections of: René Aagaard; Tony Bacon; Balafon Image Bank; Eric Clapton; Bjorn Eirik Dahl; Howard Fields; Manuel Gonzalez Jr; Dave Gregory; National Jazz Foundation Archive; National Sound Archive, British Library; Nigel Osborne; Todd Rundgren; Harry Shapiro; Tom Thatcher. We are very grateful for the help of all these individuals and institutions.

Special thanks to René Aagaard for the big box of goodies; and to Howard Fields for constant assistance.
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Periodicals Beat Instrumental; Hit Parader; Jazz News; Melody Maker; Music Maker; New Musical Express; Rolling Stone,

 


The caption on page 87 should state that Fresh Cream’s first UK release was on the Reaction label, not Polydor.

 


 


 


“Bands with small line-ups managed because of the volume we played at. It compressed everything: harmonics were created that wouldn’t normally be there, and you literally heard music that wasn’t there. You heard noise within the noise.” Pete Townshend on Cream, 1997

OEBPS/images/e9781476851501_img_9679.gif





OEBPS/images/e9781476851501_cover.jpg
e

Jack Bruce

Eric Clapton

Chris Welch





OEBPS/images/e9781476851501_i0015.jpg
JOHN VIAYALL @@






OEBPS/images/e9781476851501_img_10077.gif





OEBPS/images/e9781476851501_img_10078.gif





