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Welcome to Master Procreate: Top Tips, Tricks & Hacks to Create Stunning Digital Art Faster! Whether you’re a beginner picking up your first digital brush or an experienced artist looking to sharpen your skills, Procreate has become the go-to app for digital creators worldwide. Its intuitive interface, powerful features, and endless customization options make it a must-have tool for illustrators, designers, and hobbyists alike.

In this eBook, we will unlock the full potential of Procreate by guiding you through practical tips, little-known tricks, and expert hacks that will elevate your digital artwork to the next level. To get started, here’s what you need to know:

Why Procreate?

	User-Friendly Interface: Designed specifically for the iPad and Apple Pencil, Procreate offers a seamless experience that mimics traditional drawing while harnessing digital power.

	Powerful Tools: From customizable brushes to advanced layer controls and animation capabilities, Procreate combines versatility with creativity.

	Affordable & Accessible: Compared to other professional software, Procreate is a one-time purchase with no subscription fees, making it accessible to artists on any budget.


Who Is This eBook For?

	Beginners: If you’re new to digital art or just getting started with Procreate, this guide will help you build a solid foundation, from setup to creating your first masterpiece.

	Intermediate Artists: Already comfortable with the basics? Discover advanced techniques to speed up your workflow and add professional polish to your work.

	Professionals: Even seasoned pros will find useful hacks and shortcuts that can save time and increase productivity.


What You Will Learn

	Mastering the Interface and Tools: Learn how to customize your workspace for maximum efficiency.

	Brushes and Textures: Dive into creating and using brushes that fit your style.

	Layers and Masks: Understand how to manipulate layers and apply masks for more flexible editing.

	Shortcuts and Gestures: Save time with essential gestures and keyboard shortcuts.

	Color Theory and Palettes: Harness the power of color to bring your artwork to life.

	Animation: Explore Procreate’s animation features to add motion to your creations.

	Exporting and Sharing: Prepare your artwork for print, web, or social media seamlessly.

	Troubleshooting: Find solutions to common issues and keep your creative flow uninterrupted.


How This eBook Is Structured

Each chapter is crafted to build your skills progressively, combining step-by-step instructions with practical tips and expert advice. You’ll find:

	Clear explanations of complex features

	Visual examples (where applicable) to reinforce learning

	Actionable tips that you can apply immediately

	Bonus hacks sprinkled throughout to take your work beyond the basics


By the end of this guide, you will not only feel confident navigating Procreate’s powerful tools but also unlock creative possibilities you may have never imagined. Ready to dive in? Let’s turn your iPad into a dynamic digital art studio and transform your ideas into stunning visuals — faster and easier than ever before.
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Chapter 1: Getting Started with Procreate
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Procreate is a powerhouse app for digital artists, yet like any professional tool, mastering it starts with a strong foundation. In this chapter, we'll walk through everything you need to get up and running with Procreate quickly and confidently. From installation and setup to understanding the interface and customizing your workspace, these steps will set you on the path to creating stunning digital art faster.

Installing & Setting Up Procreate

Before you can start creating, you’ll need to install Procreate and set it up on your iPad. Here’s how to do it smoothly:

Downloading Procreate

	Check Your Device Compatibility: Procreate runs on iPads that support Apple Pencil (1st or 2nd generation) or touch input. Make sure your device is updated to the latest iPadOS version to avoid compatibility issues.

	Purchase and Download: Procreate is available on the Apple App Store as a one-time purchase. Simply search for "Procreate" and tap to buy and download. It’s currently priced affordably compared to many subscription-based apps, making it an excellent investment for artists.

	Installing Updates: After installation, regularly check for updates in the App Store. Updates often bring new features, performance improvements, and bug fixes essential to smooth operation.


Initial Setup

	Open the App: Launch Procreate. You'll be greeted by the Gallery — your home for all your projects.

	Create Your First Canvas: Tap the '+' icon in the upper right corner to create a new canvas. You can choose from preset sizes or customize your own canvas size based on your project needs (print, social media, web, etc.).

	Apple Pencil Pairing: If you have an Apple Pencil, pair it with your iPad by attaching it magnetically or connecting via Bluetooth. This stylus is integral to Procreate’s natural drawing feel and precision.


Basic Settings to Adjust

	Gesture Controls: Procreate supports multi-touch gestures to speed up your workflow. Go to Actions > Prefs > Gesture Controls to view and customize gestures like undo, redo, zoom, and rotate.

	Pressure & Tilt Settings: Customize how your Apple Pencil interacts with the app by adjusting pressure sensitivity and tilt functionality under Actions > Prefs > Apple Pencil. This will help your strokes feel more natural.

	Color Profiles: For accurate color reproduction, especially if printing, consider setting your preferred color profile under Canvas > Color Profile (sRGB, P3, etc.).


Backing Up Your Work

	Procreate autosaves your work continuously, but it's smart to have a backup routine for your creations.

	Use iCloud Backup or another cloud service like Dropbox or Google Drive to regularly save your artwork files.

	To export artwork for backup, tap Actions (Wrench Icon) > Share, then choose formats like Procreate file (.procreate), PSD (Photoshop), or JPEG/PNG for images.

	Keeping backups protects you against accidental file loss and lets you work across multiple devices if needed.


Setting Preferences for Your Style

	Head to Actions > Prefs > Interface to adjust how the app looks and feels.

	You can toggle Dark Mode or Light Mode depending on your comfort and environment lighting.

	Adjust the stabilization settings for smoother strokes if your hand is unsteady, or reduce lag by lowering stabilization if you want more precise, faster brushwork.

	Enable or disable haptic feedback for subtle vibrations when performing gestures—some artists find this improves tactile connection with their tools.


Overview of the Interface & Tools

To create confidently in Procreate, it’s crucial to understand the layout of its interface and the key tools at your disposal.

Gallery

	The Gallery is the main screen you see when you open Procreate. It houses all your artworks, organized as thumbnails.

	You can group projects into stacks by dragging one thumbnail over another to stay organized.


Canvas Workspace

When you open a canvas, you enter the heart of Procreate’s workspace. Here’s a breakdown of the main interface elements:

	Top Bar 	Gallery Button: Returns you to the gallery without closing your work.

	Actions Menu (Wrench Icon): Access settings for canvas, share/export options, preferences, add text, insert images, and more.

	Adjustments (Magic Wand Icon): Apply effects such as blur, liquify, color adjustments, and sharpening.

	Selections (S-shaped Ribbon Icon): Tools to select specific parts of your artwork for editing.

	Transform (Arrow Icon): Move, scale, rotate, or distort selected elements.



	Left Toolbar 	Brush Size Slider: Adjust the size of your brush strokes dynamically.

	Brush Opacity Slider: Control the transparency of your brush strokes.

	Color Disc: Opens the color picker where you can choose or customize colors.

	Brush Library (Brush Icon): Select from hundreds of default brushes or any custom brushes you import or create.

	Smudge Tool (Finger Icon): Smudge and blend colors, mimicking traditional painting techniques.

	Eraser (Eraser Icon): Erase pixels, works similarly to brushes with customizable sizes and textures.



	Right Toolbar 	Layers Panel (Stacked Squares Icon): Manage your layers — add, delete, merge, rename, and reorder layers to organize your artwork.

	Actions for Undo/Redo: Quick taps in the upper left allow you to undo and redo changes.



	Bottom Bar 	QuickMenu: A customizable pop-up menu that lets you assign frequently used actions or tools for instant access.




Understanding the Brush Library

Procreate’s brush system is incredibly powerful. Brushes are categorized by function:

	Sketching: Pencils, inks, and pens for outlines and detailed linework.

	Painting: Brushes that simulate watercolour, acrylic, oil paint, and more.

	Texturing: Add grain, noise, or special textures to your artwork.

	Airbrush: Soft, gradual shading and highlighting effects.

	Calligraphy: Brushes designed for stylized lettering.


Each brush can be further customized in terms of size, opacity, flow, and texture.

The Sidebar: Brush Size & Opacity

	The Brush Size slider on the left edge of the screen lets you dynamically adjust your brush size.

	Double-tap the slider to reset it quickly to default size.

	Use two-finger swipe left/right on the slider for fine adjustments.

	Similarly, the Opacity slider controls how transparent your brush strokes appear, essential for layering and blending colors.

	Adjust opacity dynamically mid-stroke by dragging your finger vertically along the slider.


Understanding the Color Picker

	Tap the color disc in the top right to open the color panel with several modes: 	Disc: A color wheel where you can pick any hue and saturation.

	Classic: A vertical bar for hue and a square for brightness and saturation.

	Value: Sliders for RGB or HSB values for exact color matching.

	Palettes: Save your custom color sets here for easy reuse across projects.



	Pro tip: Tap and hold the color disc anywhere on your canvas to activate the Color Picker tool, which lets you sample colors directly from your artwork for perfect matching.


Layer Panel Deep Dive

	Layers act like transparent sheets stacked atop one another.

	Use Layer Blend Modes to control how a layer interacts with those beneath it (e.g., Multiply, Overlay, Screen).

	Experiment with these modes to achieve effects like shading, lighting, and texture without painting everything manually.

	The Alpha Lock feature locks transparency on a layer, so you can paint only on existing pixels without spilling into empty areas. This is invaluable for quick shading or recoloring.

	Clipping Masks allow you to apply edits or shading to a base layer non-destructively by “clipping” the effect to the visible pixels of the base layer.


Customizing Your Workspace for Efficiency

A personalized workspace can make your creative process smoother and faster. Here are strategies and tips to tailor Procreate’s interface to fit your style and workflow:

Setting Up QuickMenu

	The QuickMenu lets you assign shortcuts to your most-used tools and actions for lightning-fast access.

	To customize, tap and hold with two fingers anywhere on the canvas to open QuickMenu, then tap the gear icon to assign actions such as undo, redo, switch brushes, toggle visibility of layers, and more.

	Assign shortcuts you find yourself repeating often — this will save huge chunks of time.


Gesture Customization

	Procreate allows users to assign or change multi-touch gestures for common actions. For example: 	Undo: Tap with two fingers (default).

	Redo: Tap with three fingers (default).

	Zoom: Pinch with two fingers.



	You can customize these in Actions > Prefs > Gesture Controls. Tailor these gestures to what feels most natural to you.


Brush Sets & Favorites

	Instead of scrolling through the entire brush library every time, create custom brush sets for different projects or styles.

	To do this, tap the '+' sign in the Brush Library and name your set. Then drag your favorite brushes into this set for quick access.

	This is especially useful if you switch between sketching, painting, and texturing frequently.


Organizing Layers for Productivity

	Layers help you separate elements of your artwork, making editing easier and less destructive.

	Name your layers, group related layers using layer folders, and use layer thumbnails to quickly identify contents.

	Lock or hide layers you’re not working on to avoid accidental changes.


Canvas Size & Resolution

	Choose the right canvas size and resolution before starting your project.

	Larger canvases with higher DPI (dots per inch) are great for print, but can slow your iPad down. For web or social media, smaller canvases are usually fine and keep performance smooth.

	You can customize canvas size and DPI when creating a new canvas or resize later under Actions > Canvas > Crop and Resize.


Using the Sidebar Settings

	The sidebar has tiny settings icons that let you quickly switch brushes, change brush properties, and toggle visibility of brush previews.

	Pin your favorite brushes to the top of the library for quick access by swiping right on them and selecting “Pin.”

	Hide brush sets you don’t use often by swiping left and tapping Hide to declutter your library.


Streamlining Your Layer Workflow

	Develop a habit of naming your layers early. This avoids confusion when your project becomes complex.

	Use Layer Groups to organize parts of your artwork—e.g., all background elements in one group, characters in another.

	Pro tip: Before exporting, merge or flatten layers as needed to reduce file size, but always keep a layered Procreate file for future edits.


Optimizing Canvas Size and Resolution

	When creating a new canvas, consider your final use case: 	Social Media: 1080 x 1080 px (square) or 1080 x 1920 px (portrait).

	Print: Minimum 300 DPI, canvas size depends on print dimensions (e.g., 8.5 x 11 inches).

	Web: 72 DPI is standard, but use higher resolution for sharper display on retina screens.



	Keep in mind that higher DPI and larger canvas sizes increase file size and may slow your device. Balance quality and performance.


Pro Tips for Beginners

	Practice with default brushes first: While it’s tempting to download every custom brush you see, mastering the defaults will build your foundation.

	Save your favorite brushes and palettes: Create a dedicated brush set and palette for your signature style to speed up workflow.

	Keep your canvas simple at first: Start with fewer layers and smaller canvas sizes until you feel comfortable. Complexity can come later.

	Learn basic shortcuts: Undo (two-finger tap), redo (three-finger tap), zoom (pinch), and rotate (twist) are the most essential gestures to master early.

	Explore tutorials and communities: Procreate has a vast online community offering free tutorials, brush packs, and inspiration. Dive in and learn from others.


Common Beginner Mistakes to Avoid

	Overloading your canvas with too many layers: This can cause lag and slow performance. Merge or group layers when possible.

	Ignoring canvas size and DPI: Starting with a canvas that’s too large for your project can waste time and processing power.

	Neglecting backups: Always export important work to cloud or external storage to avoid losing progress.

	Forgetting to customize brushes: Default brush settings might not suit your style — don’t hesitate to tweak size, opacity, and flow.

	Not using the undo feature effectively: The undo gesture is your best friend — use it liberally to fix mistakes without frustration.


Your First Exercise: Create a Simple Sketch

Now that you’ve installed Procreate and learned the interface basics, let’s put that knowledge to work:

	Open a new canvas — try the default “Screen Size” preset.

	Select the Pencil brush from the Sketching category.

	Adjust brush size to about 10-15%.

	Sketch a simple object — a leaf, a cup, or your favorite fruit. Don’t worry about perfection; focus on exploring brush strokes and layers.

	Create a new layer and experiment with adding shading using the Airbrush category.

	Use the Undo gesture whenever you need to correct a stroke.

	Save your work by exporting a PNG to your Photos or Files app.


Congratulations — you’ve completed your first digital sketch in Procreate!

Mastering Essential Tools & Features Early

Procreate offers an array of powerful tools, but some features are game changers once you learn how to use them effectively. Below are essential tools and features every Procreate artist should master early:

QuickShape: Perfect Lines and Shapes Instantly

	Draw a line or shape (circle, square, triangle, etc.) and hold your pencil down at the end of the stroke. Procreate will automatically smooth and perfect it into a geometric shape.

	You can tap Edit Shape at the top to tweak the shape’s dimensions and angles precisely.

	This feature is perfect for technical drawings, design elements, or just adding clean lines to your sketches.


Alpha Lock and Clipping Masks

	Alpha Lock locks the transparency of a layer, meaning you can paint only on the pixels that already exist without adding color to transparent areas.

	To enable Alpha Lock, swipe right on a layer in the Layers panel with two fingers, or tap the layer and choose Alpha Lock.

	Clipping Masks let you apply effects or colors to just the contents of the layer below without altering the rest of your canvas.

	To create a clipping mask, add a new layer above the base layer, tap it, and select Clipping Mask. Anything you paint on this clipped layer will appear only where the base layer has pixels.


Selection Tool

	The Selection tool (S-shaped ribbon icon) allows you to isolate parts of your artwork for editing without affecting the rest.

	You can select areas manually with freehand, rectangle, ellipse, or polygon modes.

	Once selected, use the Transform tool to resize, rotate, or move the selection.


Color Drop

	This handy tool lets you fill areas with solid color instantly.

	Tap and hold the color circle, drag it to the desired area, and release to fill.

	Adjust the threshold by dragging your finger right or left while holding the color on the canvas to control how much area fills.


QuickMenu Customization

	Access QuickMenu by tapping and holding with two fingers on the canvas.

	Customize it by adding shortcuts for tools and actions you use frequently — for example, Undo, Redo, Brush Size Up/Down, or Hide/Show Layers.

	This makes switching between tools seamless and keeps your workflow fluid.


Optimizing Your Workflow: Tips & Tricks

Efficiency is key when creating digital art, and Procreate offers many ways to speed up your process without sacrificing quality.

Use Gestures Liberally

	Procreate’s gesture controls are designed to keep your focus on art, not menus. Master these to minimize interruptions: 	Undo: Tap with two fingers.

	Redo: Tap with three fingers.

	Zoom: Pinch with two fingers.

	Rotate: Twist with two fingers.

	QuickMenu: Tap and hold with two fingers.




Customize Your Brush Settings

	Every brush can be tailored to your style by adjusting parameters like spacing, jitter, flow, opacity, and streamline.

	For smooth linework, increase the Streamline setting to reduce shakiness.

	For textured brushes, adjust Grain settings to change the surface effect.

	Save your modified brushes as new presets to use consistently.


Duplicate Layers to Experiment

	When trying new colors, textures, or effects, duplicate your original layer before making changes.

	Tap the layer, then Duplicate. This allows you to compare versions or revert if needed.

	This non-destructive approach encourages creative risk-taking.


Use Layer Masks for Flexible Editing

	Layer masks let you hide or reveal parts of a layer without deleting pixels.

	Add a mask by selecting a layer and tapping Mask in the Layers panel.

	Paint with black on the mask to hide parts of the layer, and white to reveal.

	This is perfect for blending, composite effects, or selective adjustments.


Advanced Canvas Management

Canvas Guides and Drawing Assist

	Procreate offers guides like grids, isometric, perspective, and symmetry to help with accurate drawing.

	To enable, go to Actions > Canvas > Drawing Guide and toggle it on.

	Tap Edit Drawing Guide to customize the grid size, color, and type.

	Use Drawing Assist (toggle it in the Layers panel per layer) to snap strokes to guides—ideal for technical art or clean designs.


Reference Companion

	Open a floating Reference window to see a zoomed-out view of your artwork while you work on details.

	Go to Actions > Canvas > Reference to enable.

	This is invaluable for keeping perspective or color consistency while zoomed in.


Getting Comfortable with Export & Save Options

	Always save your work frequently. Procreate autosaves, but exporting copies is best for backups.

	To export, tap Actions > Share and choose from formats: 	Procreate (procreate): Keeps all layers and editable data.

	PSD: Compatible with Photoshop.

	JPEG/PNG: Flattened image files for sharing.

	TIFF: High-quality print format.

	GIF/MP4: For animations.



	Choose export options based on your final use—web, print, or animation.

	Consider exporting layered PSD files if you plan to continue editing in other software.


Your Next Practice: Custom Workspace Setup

	Open Procreate and create a new canvas (screen size).

	Customize QuickMenu with your top 5 tools (Undo, Brush Size Up, Brush Size Down, Eraser, Layers).

	Set up your favorite brushes into a custom brush set named “My Essentials.”

	Create two or three layers and practice using Alpha Lock and Clipping Masks to add color and shading.

	Turn on the Drawing Guide with a grid and experiment with drawing shapes using QuickShape.

	Export your work as a Procreate file and a PNG for sharing.
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Chapter 2: Essential Brushes and How to Use Them
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Mastering brushes in Procreate is one of the most important steps to creating stunning digital art. Brushes are the very foundation of your strokes, textures, and overall style. Procreate offers an incredible variety of brushes out of the box, but the real magic happens when you understand how to use, import, and customize brushes to fit your unique artistic needs.

Understanding Brush Types

Procreate comes equipped with a diverse set of brush categories designed to replicate real-world drawing and painting tools, as well as to explore digital-only effects. Here’s a breakdown of the most common brush types you’ll find:

	Sketching Brushes
These brushes are perfect for the initial stage of your artwork — rough sketches, outlines, and loose drawing. They mimic pencils, pens, and charcoal, offering textured, organic lines that feel natural. Examples include the 6B Pencil, HB Pencil, and Technical Pen.
Tip: Use sketching brushes with a low opacity and pressure sensitivity to build up your drawing gradually.

	Inking Brushes
Designed for clean, sharp lines, inking brushes simulate the effect of ink pens and markers. They are essential when you want defined edges and precise line work, such as in comic art or detailed illustrations. Popular brushes are the Studio Pen, Ink Bleed, and Monoline.
Tip: Adjust streamline settings in brush properties for smoother curves.

	Painting Brushes
These brushes emulate real paint media like oils, acrylics, watercolors, and gouache. They vary in texture, opacity, and blending ability, allowing you to create rich, painterly effects. Examples are Round Brush, Watercolor, and Dry Brush.
Tip: Experiment with the wetness and flow sliders to control how paint mixes on the canvas.

	Texture Brushes
Texture brushes add grit, grain, noise, and patterns to your artwork. These are great for adding depth or background effects without manually drawing every detail. Brushes like Grainy Pencil, Noise Brush, or Splatter fall into this category.
Tip: Use low opacity and subtle strokes to layer texture naturally.

	Effects Brushes
Special brushes designed for lighting, glow, sparks, and other unique digital effects. These can transform a flat illustration into a dynamic masterpiece. Light Airbrush, Glowing Lines, and Sparkles are common examples.
Tip: Use these brushes on a separate layer set to Add or Screen blend modes for best results.

	Calligraphy and Lettering Brushes
These brushes are tailored for creating stylized letters, from elegant scripts to bold block lettering. They often have pressure sensitivity that controls stroke width, mimicking real calligraphy pens and brushes.
Tip: Use smooth brush stabilization and practice consistent pressure for fluid strokes.


How to Choose the Right Brush

	Consider your art style: Sketchy, realistic, cartoon, or painterly?

	Think about the effect you want to achieve: Sharp lines, soft shading, textured overlays, or smooth gradients?

	Experiment with pressure and tilt sensitivity if you have an Apple Pencil to see how different brushes respond.

	Save your favorite brushes or create brush sets to keep your workflow organized.


How to Download and Import Brushes

One of the best features of Procreate is its flexibility to import custom brushes created by other artists or yourself. This opens up endless possibilities beyond the default library.

Here’s how to download and import brushes step-by-step:

Finding Brushes Online

	Official Procreate Brush Store
The Procreate team offers free and paid brushes on their website and through affiliate artists. These brushes are optimized for performance and quality.

	Creative Market & Gumroad
These platforms host thousands of brush packs by independent artists. You can find anything from realistic pencil sets to fantasy texture brushes.

	Free Resources
Many artists share free brushes on their blogs or social media. Subreddits like r/Procreate and YouTube tutorials often include free downloads.


Downloading Brushes

	Download the brush file — usually with the extension .brush or .brushset.

	Save it to your iPad or cloud storage like iCloud or Dropbox for easy access.


Importing Brushes into Procreate

	Open Procreate on your iPad.

	Tap the Brush Library icon (paintbrush icon).

	At the top of the Brush Library, tap the + button or the Import option.

	Navigate to your downloaded .brush or .brushset file in your files app.

	Tap the file — it will automatically import and appear in your brush library under the “Imported” category.

	You can then drag and drop the brush into any other custom brush set or keep it organized under Imported.


Tips for Managing Imported Brushes

	Rename brushes to something memorable by swiping left on the brush and selecting Rename.

	Group similar brushes into your own brush sets to avoid clutter.

	Test brushes on a blank canvas before using them in your main artwork to understand their behaviour.


Creating and Customizing Your Brushes

For true mastery, creating your brushes or tweaking existing ones is a powerful skill. Procreate’s brush engine is incredibly versatile, allowing you to modify every aspect of a brush’s behaviour, texture, shape, and dynamics.

How to Create a Brush from Scratch

	Open the Brush Library and tap the + button at the top right to create a new brush.

	You’ll see the Brush Studio with multiple tabs like Stroke Path, Shape, Grain, Rendering, Wetness, Color Dynamics, etc.


Key Brush Studio Tabs

	Stroke Path
Controls how the brush applies paint with spacing, jitter, and rotation settings.

	Shape
Defines the shape of the brush tip. You can import a shape from an image or create your own. This affects the brush's outline and stroke style.

	Grain
Adds texture to your brush stroke. Grain sources can be imported from images or chosen from presets.

	Rendering
Controls how paint blends with the canvas — helpful for creating effects like smudging or erasing.

	Wetness, Color Dynamics, and Other Dynamics
These affect how the brush color behaves with pressure, tilt, and movement.


Customizing an Existing Brush

	Pick any brush from your library and tap it to open Brush Studio.

	Adjust parameters to suit your style — for example: 	Increase or decrease Opacity or Flow under Stroke Path.

	Change Shape to alter the brush tip’s texture.

	Modify Apple Pencil Pressure Curve to make the brush more or less sensitive to pressure.

	Add Scatter or Rotation for natural, dynamic strokes.




Saving and Sharing Your Custom Brushes

	After tweaking your brush, tap Done to save it.

	You can export your brush by swiping left on the brush in the Brush Library and choosing Share.

	Exported brushes can be shared with others or backed up for future use.


Advanced Brush Customization: Deep Dive into Brush Studio

Procreate’s Brush Studio is where your creativity truly comes alive. Each tab offers granular control over how your brush behaves on the canvas, allowing you to craft brushes that can mimic traditional media or create entirely new digital textures.

Here’s a detailed look at some of the most important tabs you should explore:

Stroke Path

This controls the brush’s application behaviour:

	Spacing: Determines how close together each “stamp” of the brush is. Lower spacing means smoother lines; higher spacing creates a dotted or textured effect.

	Jitter: Adds randomness to the stroke placement, useful for natural textures like foliage or grainy pencils.

	Stroke Taper: Controls how the brush stroke tapers at the beginning or end, which is great for calligraphy or dynamic line work.


Shape

	The shape of the brush tip affects the overall appearance of each stroke. You can import a custom shape image (a high-contrast black and white PNG works best) or select from Procreate’s built-in shapes.

	Shape Behaviour lets you set rotation, scatter, and randomness, so your brush stroke feels organic and less mechanical.


Grain

	Grain is the texture pattern applied inside the brush stroke. Think of it like the paper texture showing through the paint or pencil.

	You can import grain textures or select from built-in options like Noise, Canvas, or Speckle.

	Adjust Movement to control whether the grain moves with your stroke or stays fixed, which changes the look dramatically.


Rendering

	This tab controls how the brush color interacts with the canvas color, with options like Normal, Multiply, or Dissolve.

	For example, Multiply darkens the colors underneath, perfect for shadows or shading brushes.

	Wet Mix mimics watercolor blending and bleeding effects, essential for painterly brushes.


Wetness

	Controls how “wet” the brush feels, simulating watercolors or oils.

	Adjust Dilution to affect transparency and Flow for how paint moves over the canvas.

	Great for creating brushes that blend smoothly or look fluid and natural.


Color Dynamics

	These settings allow your brush to change hue, saturation, and brightness based on pressure, tilt, or stroke speed.

	Use this for dynamic, colorful brushes that change tone as you draw, perfect for lively backgrounds or textured effects.


Step-by-Step Brush Creation Example

Let’s create a simple custom brush together:

	Open Procreate and tap the + in the Brush Library.

	In Brush Studio, go to the Shape tab and tap Edit. Import a simple black-and-white shape image, such as a leaf or speckle.

	Switch to Grain and import a subtle noise texture to add texture inside the strokes.

	Adjust Stroke Path spacing to about 10-15% for smooth lines.

	In Rendering, set the mode to Normal.

	Tweak Wetness to add slight dilution, making the brush feel softer.

	Name your brush and tap Done.


Try drawing with your new brush! Notice the organic texture and smooth stroke it creates — perfect for foliage or textured shading.

Brush Sets: Organizing Your Brushes for Productivity

Procreate lets you group brushes into sets or folders, which is crucial as your collection grows.

	Create a New Set: In the Brush Library, tap the “+” next to Brush Sets. Name it (e.g., “Textures,” “Inking,” or “Custom Brushes”).

	Move Brushes: Tap and hold a brush, then drag it into the desired set.

	Rename and Delete: Swipe left on a brush or set to rename or delete.


A tidy brush library helps you work faster and find the right tool without frustration.

Tips for Using Brushes Effectively in Your Workflow

	Pressure Sensitivity: Adjust brush pressure curves in Preferences > Gesture Controls to make brushes respond just right to your drawing style.

	Quick Switching: Use the QuickMenu or Double-Tap Apple Pencil shortcut to switch between frequently used brushes instantly.

	Layer and Opacity: Combine brush strokes on different layers and adjust layer opacity for complex effects without losing flexibility.

	Blend Modes: Experiment with layer blend modes like Multiply, Overlay, or Screen alongside your brushes for richer results.


Recommended Must-Have Brushes to Get Started

Here are some default brushes in Procreate that every artist should master:

	6B Pencil: Great for natural sketching and shading.

	Studio Pen: Perfect for clean line work and inking.

	Soft Airbrush: Excellent for smooth gradients and subtle shading.

	Charcoal: Adds rich, gritty texture ideal for expressive drawings.

	Watercolor: Simulates wet, blending paint for painterly effects.


Try combining these in your projects to see how they complement each other.

Downloading and Importing Brushes: Pro Tips

	Always scan downloaded brushes for file types and sizes to avoid performance slowdowns.

	Import brushes one at a time to test them before adding entire packs.

	Back up your favorite brushes to iCloud or other storage to avoid losing them after app updates or device changes.

	Join Procreate communities like forums and Discord groups — members often share free, high-quality brush packs.


Custom Brush Use Cases: Practical Examples

	Sketching: Use the 6B Pencil with low opacity and build up lines gradually for realistic pencil drawings.

	Inking Comics: Use Studio Pen with streamline on for smooth, confident line art.

	Painting Landscapes: Combine Round Brush with Watercolor and Grain texture brushes for depth and atmosphere.

	Adding Texture: Use splatter or noise brushes on overlays to add visual interest to backgrounds or clothing.

	Lettering: Use calligraphy brushes with pressure sensitivity and slow, deliberate strokes for elegant typography.


Troubleshooting Brush Issues

	If your brush feels laggy or unresponsive, reduce brush size or turn off Streamline in brush settings.

	Low opacity or “faded” strokes? Check your brush Opacity and Flow sliders and layer opacity.

	Brush shapes not behaving as expected? Re-import your shape images or reset the brush.

	Apple Pencil not responsive? Check Bluetooth connection and battery level.


Mastering Brush Dynamics for Expressive Strokes

Understanding and harnessing brush dynamics can transform your digital artwork from flat and mechanical to lively and dynamic. Here are the key dynamic settings to master:

	Pressure Sensitivity
This controls how the thickness, opacity, or flow of your brush changes when you press harder or softer with your Apple Pencil. For example, in a calligraphy brush, applying more pressure can create thicker downstrokes, and lighter pressure creates thinner upstrokes, mimicking real pen behaviour.

	Tilt Sensitivity
Apple Pencil’s tilt detection allows your brush to respond when you angle your stylus. Use this to simulate shading techniques like side pencil strokes or angled brush marks. Experiment with tilt settings in your brush’s Shape and Stroke Path tabs.

	Velocity
Some brushes change based on the speed of your stroke. Fast strokes might produce thinner, lighter marks, while slower strokes lay down more paint or ink. This adds a natural feel similar to real-world media.

	Rotation
Rotation controls allow the brush tip to rotate as you move your stylus, giving more variation and avoiding repetitive marks, essential for natural textures like fur, foliage, or fabric.


Using Brush Settings to Mimic Traditional Media

If you’re transitioning from traditional art, you might want brushes that behave like pencils, inks, or paints:

	Pencils and Charcoal
Use brushes with rough grains and jitter to mimic the uneven texture of graphite or charcoal. Set a low flow but build opacity with multiple passes. Tilt sensitivity can simulate shading by varying pressure and angle.

	Watercolors
Choose brushes with wetness and dilution settings active. Use grain textures for paper feel, and experiment with Wet Mix rendering to simulate paint bleeding and blending. Work on layers and reduce opacity for layering transparent washes.

	Oils and Acrylics
Look for brushes with thick paint texture and flow. Adjust Stroke Path for blending and smudging effects. Combine with the Smudge Tool using custom brushes to simulate brush blending.

	Inks and Markers
Use high-opacity brushes with clean edges and streamline enabled. Vary the pressure sensitivity to control line weight. For markers, use airbrush-style brushes with soft edges and transparency.


Brush Shortcuts and Quick Access Tips

To speed up your workflow, use these handy brush shortcuts:

	Last Used Brush Shortcut
Tap the brush icon twice quickly to switch back to your last used brush.

	QuickMenu
Customize QuickMenu (hold a finger on the screen) to assign your most-used brushes for instant access without opening the full brush library.

	Favorites
Tap the star next to a brush to add it to your favorite set. This helps keep your go-to brushes within reach.

	Double-Tap Apple Pencil:
On supported Apple Pencil models, set double-tap to switch to your eraser or toggle between brushes.


Creating Texture-Rich Brushes with Image Grain

One of Procreate’s standout features is the ability to use custom image textures (grain) inside brushes, adding depth and realism.

	Choosing a Grain Texture
Use high-contrast black and white images for grain textures. Simple patterns like noise, fabric weave, or paper grain work best.

	Importing Grains
Import your photos or create patterns in another app, then import to Procreate’s Brush Studio Grain tab.

	Adjusting Grain Movement
Setting grain movement to Fixed keeps the texture steady; Moving makes it follow your stroke, great for naturalistic effects like fur or leaves.


Brush Testing: The Importance of Practice

Before using a brush in a final piece, test it extensively:

	Draw lines of varying pressure and speed.

	Try layering strokes to see how opacity builds.

	Test blending with other brushes or smudge tools.

	Experiment with different colors and blending modes.


Document your favorite settings by taking screenshots or notes inside Procreate to replicate effects consistently.

Combining Brushes for Complex Effects

Great artwork often uses multiple brushes layered together:

	Base Layer: Use a broad painting brush for blocking in colors.

	Detail Layer: Add texture and fine details with small, textured brushes.

	Highlight Layer: Use effects brushes or airbrushes for glows and light accents.

	Overlay Layer: Apply texture or pattern brushes at low opacity for atmosphere.


Try working on separate layers to maintain flexibility.

Exporting Brushes for Backup and Sharing

Protect your custom brushes by exporting regularly:

	In the Brush Library, swipe left on the brush and select Share.

	Export as a .brush or .brushset file.

	Save to cloud storage or share with collaborators.


Keeping backups is essential, especially before app updates or switching devices.

Community Resources and Inspiration

Tap into the Procreate community to expand your brush collection and skills:

	Brush Packs: Many artists sell or give away curated brush packs tailored for styles like manga, realism, or abstract art.

	Tutorials: Watch videos that demonstrate brush creation and painting techniques.

	Forums: Join communities like Procreate Artists Facebook group or Reddit’s r/Procreate for feedback and brush sharing.


The Power of Brushes in Your Artistic Journey

Brush mastery is key to unlocking your creative potential in Procreate. With the right brushes, workflow, and customization, you can mimic any traditional medium or invent your digital style. Whether you rely on the default set or create your brushes from scratch, understanding how to leverage brush settings and shortcuts will save you time and elevate your art.
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Chapter 3: Procreate Layers Demystified
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Understanding layers is one of the most essential skills for mastering digital art in Procreate. Layers give you the freedom to work non-destructively, organize your artwork efficiently, and experiment without fear of losing previous work. In this chapter, we'll dive deep into how layers work, explore the powerful blending modes, and share smart tips for organizing and naming your layers to keep your projects manageable and your creativity flowing.

Layer Basics: How Layers Work

At its core, a layer in Procreate is like a transparent sheet stacked on top of other sheets, each containing different parts of your artwork. Think of it as working with multiple clear pages, where you can draw, paint, or erase independently on each one without affecting others.

Here are the foundational points to understand about layers:

	Independent Edits: You can modify elements on one layer without disturbing others. For example, you can adjust a character’s hair on one layer and their clothing on another.

	Stacking Order: Layers are stacked vertically. The top layer appears in front of layers below it, just like paper sheets stacked on a desk.

	Transparency: Areas of a layer with no paint or drawing are fully transparent, allowing layers beneath to show through.

	Visibility Toggle: Each layer has an eye icon allowing you to show or hide it without deleting.

	Opacity Control: Layers can be made partially transparent by adjusting their opacity slider, useful for shading or layering effects.


Creating and Managing Layers

	To create a new layer, tap the plus (+) icon in the Layers panel. This adds a blank, fully transparent layer on top of your current layer.

	You can rearrange layers by dragging them up or down in the panel to change their stacking order.

	To delete a layer, swipe left on it and tap "Delete."

	You can duplicate layers to quickly copy elements.

	Layers can be merged to combine artwork, but be cautious — merging is permanent and can limit future edits.


Layer Types

Procreate supports different types of layers:

	Standard Layers: The most common, allowing free painting and drawing.

	Group Layers: Collections of layers bundled together. Useful for organizing complex projects.

	Reference Layers: Layers used as guides for color fills on other layers.

	Adjustment Layers: Temporary effects applied to layers, like Gaussian blur, which don't permanently alter the original.


Understanding these basics lets you control your art with precision and flexibility.

Layer Blending Modes Explained

Layer blending modes are powerful tools that change how a layer’s pixels interact with layers below it, producing different effects without painting new content. Procreate offers a rich variety of blending modes that can help you add depth, texture, lighting, and color effects to your work quickly.

What Are Blending Modes?

Imagine placing a colored acetate sheet over a painting — depending on how the colors mix, you might see a variety of effects. Similarly, blending modes mathematically combine pixel colors from the active layer and the layers beneath.

Categories of Blending Modes

Procreate organizes blending modes into groups based on their effects:

	Normal Modes: Basic opacity control; no blending effects.

	Darken Modes: Emphasize darker pixels (e.g., Multiply, Darken).

	Lighten Modes: Highlight lighter pixels (e.g., Screen, Add).

	Contrast Modes: Increase contrast by mixing light and dark (e.g., Overlay, Soft Light).

	Color Modes: Affect color properties such as hue or saturation (e.g., Color, Hue).

	Specialty Modes: Unique effects (e.g., Difference, Exclusion).


Popular Blending Modes and Their Uses

	Multiply: Multiplies the base color by the blend color, resulting in a darker image. Perfect for shading and shadows.

	Screen: The inverse of Multiply; lightens the image. Ideal for highlights and glows.

	Overlay: Combines Multiply and Screen to increase contrast. Great for adding depth.

	Soft Light: A subtler version of Overlay, useful for gentle lighting effects.

	Color: Applies the hue and saturation of the active layer while preserving the brightness of underlying layers. Essential for colorizing line art.

	Difference: Inverts colors based on the blend layer, creating psychedelic or high-contrast effects.


How to Apply Blending Modes in Procreate

	Tap the layer thumbnail to open layer options.

	Select Blending Mode.

	Scroll through the modes and tap to apply.

	Adjust the opacity slider to fine-tune the effect’s intensity.


Experimenting with blending modes is one of the fastest ways to add professional polish to your artwork.

Tips for Organizing and Naming Layers

As your artwork grows more complex, managing layers effectively becomes crucial. A well-organized layer system saves time, reduces frustration, and makes editing easier. Here are the best practices to keep your layers neat and usable:

Use Descriptive Layer Names

	Rename layers immediately after creating them to avoid confusion.

	Use clear, descriptive names like “Skin Base,” “Hair Highlights,” or “Shadow Overlay.”

	Avoid generic names like “Layer 1” or “Copy of Layer 1” which are unhelpful when you have dozens of layers.


To rename a layer in Procreate:

	Swipe left on the layer and tap Rename, then type your new name.


Group Related Layers

	Use Group Layers to bundle related elements (e.g., all layers for a character’s face).

	Groups can be collapsed and expanded to keep the Layers panel tidy.

	This is especially helpful for large projects with multiple characters or backgrounds.


Color-Code Your Layers

	Procreate allows you to assign color tags to layers.

	Use color-coding to visually group layers by type, like red for shadows, blue for highlights, and green for backgrounds.

	This makes scanning your Layers panel faster and helps prevent accidental edits.


To color-code:

	Swipe left on the layer, tap Assign Color, and pick a color.


Lock Layers to Prevent Mistakes

	Lock layers you don’t want to accidentally paint on.

	Use the Alpha Lock feature to restrict edits only to pixels already painted on a layer (great for shading or recoloring).


Flatten and Merge Layers Sparingly

	While merging layers can simplify your stack, do it only when you’re confident no further changes are needed.

	Keep a backup copy of merged layers if possible, or duplicate before merging.


Keep Backgrounds on Separate Layers

	Always keep your background separate from foreground elements.

	This lets you edit or change backgrounds without disturbing the main subject.


Advanced Layer Techniques and Practical Examples

Now that you understand the basics and organizational tips, let’s explore how to leverage layers creatively to solve common challenges and enhance your workflow.

Using Layer Masks for Non-Destructive Editing

One of the most powerful yet underutilized tools in Procreate is the Layer Mask. Masks allow you to hide or reveal parts of a layer without permanently deleting any content.

	How Layer Masks Work
A layer mask is a grayscale overlay attached to a layer: 	White areas reveal the corresponding parts of the layer.

	Black areas hide those parts.

	Gray areas partially hide the layer with varying opacity.



	Why Use Masks Instead of Erasing?
Erasing is permanent, but masks let you experiment freely. You can paint back masked areas anytime without losing data.

	How to Add a Layer Mask 	Tap the layer thumbnail to open the Layer Options menu.

	Select Mask. A white thumbnail appears next to your layer.

	Use a black brush on the mask thumbnail to hide parts of your artwork.

	Switch to the white brush to reveal masked areas again.



	Practical Example
If you want to add shadows to your character’s clothing, create a new layer above, clip it to the clothing layer (using Clipping Mask), and paint shadows on the mask to refine edges cleanly.


Clipping Masks: Controlled Painting Within Boundaries

Clipping masks let you paint on a layer but restrict visibility only to the content of the layer below it. This is perfect for adding details, textures, or effects without worrying about painting outside boundaries.

	How to Create a Clipping Mask 	Create a new layer above your base layer.

	Tap the new layer and select Clipping Mask.

	Now, whatever you paint on this layer will only appear where the layer below has pixels.



	Use Cases 	Adding highlights or shadows.

	Applying textures or patterns confined to an object.

	Changing colors on specific areas without affecting the surrounding art.




Alpha Lock: Restrict Edits to Painted Pixels

Alpha Lock is another essential feature to edit only existing pixels on a layer, preserving transparency.

	How to Enable Alpha Lock
Swipe right on a layer in the Layers panel, or tap the layer and select Alpha Lock.

	Benefits 	Perfect for recoloring or shading existing artwork.

	You won’t accidentally paint on transparent areas.

	Works well with solid fills or flat colors.




Creating Complex Textures


	Step-by-Step Example 	Start with a base color layer.

	Add a texture layer above using a textured brush (e.g., spatter or grain brushes) with Multiply or Overlay blending mode.

	Adjust opacity to blend naturally.

	Add highlight texture layers with Screen or Soft Light modes.







	Creating Groups 	Select multiple layers by swiping right on them.

	Tap Group.

	Collapse or expand groups for a cleaner workspace.



	Layer Hierarchy Tips 	Keep background elements in one group.

	Group character elements separately (e.g., face, hair, clothing).

	Name groups clearly to navigate quickly.






	Limit Layer Count: Avoid having hundreds of layers unnecessarily. Merge layers when you’re sure no more changes are needed.

	Use Layer Thumbnails: Toggle thumbnails off in the Preferences menu to save processing power on very large projects.

	Regularly Save and Backup: To avoid data loss or crashes, save versions of your artwork and back up often.




	Exercise 1: Create a Layered Portrait 	Use separate layers for skin, hair, eyes, and clothing.

	Experiment with different blending modes for shadows and highlights.



	Exercise 2: Build a Landscape Scene 	Create layers for sky, mountains, trees, and foreground elements.

	Use groups to organize your layers by depth (background, midground, foreground).



	Exercise 3: Texture Exploration 	Apply various textures on new layers with blending modes.

	Use masks and clipping masks to refine texture application.





	Messy Layer Names: Always rename your layers immediately to avoid confusion.

	Too Many Layers: Having layers you never use or duplicate can bloat your file and cause slowdowns. Delete or merge unnecessary layers regularly.

	Not Using Masks: Erasing directly damages pixels; masks provide a non-destructive alternative.

	Forgetting to Group: Without groups, your Layers panel can become overwhelming, especially on complex artworks.




	How to Adjust Opacity 	Tap the N icon next to a layer (which stands for Normal, the default blending mode).

	Slide the Opacity slider left (more transparent) or right (more opaque).



	Creative Uses for Opacity 	Building Up Shadows: Instead of painting dark areas in one go, use low-opacity layers and gradually build depth.

	Ghosting Effect: Lower the opacity of reference sketches to trace or refine your line art on top.

	Softening Details: Apply texture or color layers with reduced opacity to soften harsh edges or blend colors.






	Activating Alpha Lock 	Swipe right on the layer thumbnail, or tap the layer and select Alpha Lock.



	Why Use It? 	Quickly recolor existing shapes without worrying about going outside the edges.

	Add shading or highlights to a shape with precision.

	Maintain crisp edges while adding texture or detail.



	Pro Tip:
Combine Alpha Lock with textured brushes to create natural effects on skin, fabrics, or backgrounds.




	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Example
Use a clipping mask to paint shadows only on a character’s shirt layer. Use a layer mask to hide parts of the shirt layer you don’t want visible temporarily.




	How to Set a Reference Layer 	Tap the layer, select Reference.



	Benefits 	Enables the Fill tool and Color Drop on other layers to snap to the reference layer’s shapes, making coloring faster.

	Useful when you keep line art separate but want to color underneath without merging.



	Use Case
The line art layer is set as Reference. On a new layer beneath, you can tap to fill colors precisely inside the lines.




	Common Adjustments 	Gaussian Blur: Softens edges and creates atmospheric effects.

	Hue, Saturation, Brightness: Modify colors globally for a layer.

	Sharpen: Enhance detail or texture.



	Applying Adjustments 	Tap the magic wand icon in the top menu to open adjustments.

	Apply to the selected layer for immediate feedback.



	Tip
Use adjustment layers sparingly and combine with masks to keep edits flexible.



	Toggle Visibility: Tap the eye icon to hide or show layers instantly. Useful for comparing versions or focusing on specific elements.

	Solo Layer: To focus on a single layer, hide all others temporarily.

	Isolating Edits: Lock all other layers while editing one to prevent accidental changes.




	How to Export 	Tap the layer, select Share, and choose formats like PNG (supports transparency).



	Use Case
Export character parts separately for animation frames or composite projects in apps like After Effects or Photoshop.




	Step 1: Sketch on one or multiple rough layers.

	Step 2: Create a new layer on top and do clean line art.

	Step 3: Lock line art layer transparency (Alpha Lock) to color lines or add shading.

	Step 4: Use separate layers below the line art for base colors, shading, and highlights.

	Step 5: Apply textures, effects, and adjustments on top layers as needed.




	Layer Not Visible? Check if the eye icon is off or if the opacity is too low.

	Can't Paint on a Layer? Confirm the layer isn’t locked or set as a reference layer (which is not editable).

	Layers Mysteriously Merged? Undo or revert if you accidentally merged layers. Save frequently to avoid losing work.

	Performance Drops? Reduce layer count or turn off layer thumbnails in Preferences.



d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
PROCREATE

ﬁﬁ%ﬁ. Hw,ww

)= )]}

_
L¢
093G, ) 7

i\\\\inihhhiih

[a
o e
= —
-1
— . Hﬂ.\
N6
n<
St
[l o
e S A
A SIS TS
e |

a.

[TOTITLIRE
......






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





