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			to all of design*sponge’s readers: 

			I hope this book will bring you the same joy, inspiration, and excitement that you’ve shared with the site over the years.
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			Grace Bonney was a kid when she started her blog. She was too young to realize how preposterously daunting her endeavor was—to create a community of style warriors who through imagination and hard work transformed their spaces, their stuff, and their lives. She was also too young to imagine how influential and important her blog would become. Design*Sponge has become a daily (okay, hourly) must-read for me and the entire design world and has changed the rules of the game. It became the defining voice of design today, while remaining true to its optimistic, can-do ethos.

			And now this tome that you’re holding in your paws—four hundred pages of tips, inspiration, and general gorgeousness—perfectly captures the mood of the day. It reminds us that design is about inspiration, not snobbism. It’s about empowerment, self-expression, and pluck.

			I see Grace as a kindred spirit. When I quit my office job in 1993 (okay, full disclosure: I got fired from a string of jobs and was unemployable), I started making pottery and just hoped that if I stayed true to my creative vision of groovy and optimistic design, I would succeed. I had no idea what the hell I was doing, and it was really hard and isolating. In the eighteen years since (oy vay, long time), I’ve had some fab moments and some hard knocks. It’s
been fun, but it would have been a whole lot easier if I had had Design*Sponge to show me the way.

			When Grace started Design*Sponge, she thought she was starting a design blog. But she wasn’t just starting a blog, she was starting a revolution. And now the revolution has a bible.

			Viva Grace Bonney, viva Design*Sponge, viva la revolución!
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			Sitting in front of my computer seven years ago, I had no idea how my life would change when I clicked a button on the screen that said publish. My blog Design*Sponge was born out of a desire to connect with people like myself—people who love design who want their homes to speak to who they really are. 

			I have always believed that great design doesn’t have to come with a high price tag or require a professional degree. I certainly didn’t have either of those things when I started my blog, happily chatting to myself about some of my favorite things: a classic red Eames chair, some gorgeous shelving from France, and a handmade wooden coffee table that I had stumbled upon at a student design show. Even though no one joined in the discussion at first, I was thrilled to have an outlet to express my love of design and decorating. It made me feel less like the crazy girl in the room who’s always going on about cool wallpaper. 

			And yet, as it turns out, I wasn’t alone. Within weeks, my blog was eliciting comments and e-mails and I felt like I was connecting with a community that I didn’t even know existed. We started having online conversations about the kinds of things I previously thought interested only me: a particularly fabulous fabric on a couch in a movie, the eye-catching wrapper on my favorite kind of candy (and how great would that color combination look in a room?), the wide plank floors in old historic homes that I wished were mine. These conversations turned into larger discussions on the website, where we shared tips about furniture and paint, and created an online support system filled with new friendships, ideas, and endless amounts of inspiration.

			Today, I wake up every morning and share news and inspiration from the design world with an audience that could fill Madison Square Garden. (How cool would it be if we could all meet up every day like that?) It is quite simply a dream job.

			I grew up in Virginia Beach, Virginia, with parents who always encouraged me to try new things. For me, that meant getting out of Virginia Beach as quickly as possible and escaping to New York University to study journalism. As a freshman, I imagined an exciting future as a journalist. I’d write for newspapers while living a life inspired by Sex and the City’s Carrie Bradshaw (complete with the amazing shoe collection). 

			But those first few years didn’t go quite as I’d hoped. I found myself quickly disillusioned with the world of newspaper journalism, which was more bureaucratic and competitive than I’d imagined. I moved back to Virginia, transferring to the College of William & Mary. Colonial Williamsburg wasn’t the hotbed of activity that I had found in New York City, but it was this change of scenery that helped me to find myself. 

			After struggling to find a home in the college’s English department, I drifted into the art studio, where I learned printmaking and studied the history of art. In between classes, I would head back to my dorm, plop down on the couch, and watch my favorite TV show, TLC’s Trading Spaces. At first, it was just a way to decompress. But I quickly found myself inspired not only to redecorate my dorm room but also to reach out to my professors with questions about the history of interior and furniture design.

			I was lucky to find a wonderful professor, Elizabeth Peak, who filled my arms with books about furniture design, decorating, and product design. She introduced me in particular to the work of several female designers like Ray Eames and Florence Knoll, whom  I found infinitely inspiring. After graduation I moved back to New York and found a job at a small public relations firm that represented several companies in the furniture and design field. 

			One day, I was having brunch with my then boyfriend, Aaron (who is now my husband and partner at Design* Sponge). As I have been known to do, I was going on and on about the color palette in the room and how much I loved it. That’s when Aaron had an idea: “Hey, have you ever thought about starting a blog about design? Maybe you could use it as a writing sample or a portfolio and use it to apply for a job at a magazine one day?” A few hours of excited conversation later, I was on Blogger.com setting up my very first blog. I decided on the name Design*Sponge because that’s what I was—someone with an insatiable desire to absorb absolutely every tidbit about design that comes my way. Soon, I found myself writing my first blog post. 

			My first few months of design blogging were relatively solitary. There were only a handful of design blogs around, and the online design audience wasn’t nearly as large as it is today. But I didn’t care because I loved having an outlet where I could write about my passions. And the kind of design I was covering—accessible to all, regardless of budget—wasn’t being written about in any design and shelter magazines that I could find. 

			The majority of my early posts were devoted to the design scene in my backyard of Brooklyn, New York. After work, I would throw my digital camera in my bag and go scout cool design shops and student shows, which I would then write about on the blog. The Brooklyn design scene was just starting to explode. And that incredibly creative scene—and the public’s interest in it—brought Design*Sponge its first readers. 

			And to my surprise, they kept coming, hungry for design ideas that were relatable yet unexpected and that spoke to their needs. And what’s more, they wanted to learn more about the people behind the design—the creators whose intriguing homes and products were becoming the backbone of the site. As Design*Sponge expanded, I realized I couldn’t possibly do it all myself—at least not if I ever planned on sleeping. In 2007, three years after I started the blog, I redesigned the site and hired my first editors. I added do-it-yourself projects like monogrammed camp blankets and candleholders made from recycled wine bottles. Because I personally was becoming more interested in food and cooking, I also created a section featuring great recipes from my favorite designers. From there the site kept growing naturally. Additional editors came on board to address topics like interior design, design history, and floral and garden design. Because I feel that great design should be celebrated no matter where it is located, I added city guides to places as close to my home as Brooklyn, New York, and as far away as Auckland, New Zealand. When the economy took a nosedive in 2008 and everybody was cutting back, I decided to add an affordable shopping section with great products under $100. And then one day I realized that what began as my own personal blog had become the design magazine I had always wanted to read—and work for. 

			As much as I love the speed and immediacy of the web, there’s something about having a tangible guide that you can dog-ear and bookmark to your heart’s content that just can’t be replicated online. Many readers of the blog have asked me to compile a collection of their favorite home tours to flip through or DIY projects to tackle on a rainy day. With this book I’ve tried to re-create the same sort of excitement, inspiration, and motivation that we strive for online, but now on the printed page. The first part of the book focuses on one of my favorite pastimes: sneaking a peek inside some of the most inspiring homes I’ve ever seen. Whether it’s an apartment in London or a midcentury ranch house in Los Angeles, inspiration can come in many different shapes, sizes, and styles. Every home featured in this book is packed with ideas that anyone can copy in their own houses. In addition to practical tips on decorating and renovating, you’ll also learn about the history behind design classics like Chesterfield sofas and Hudson’s Bay blankets. By the time you’re done reading, you’ll definitely know your demijohns from your Dutch doors and your trompe-l’oeils from your Tolix chairs. 

			Inspiration and knowledge is only half the battle when it comes to designing the home of your dreams, so in the second part of the book we’ll roll up our sleeves and get to work. This section features do-it-yourself projects that have been tested and created by both our team of editors and readers like you. (You’ll even find an upholstered headboard that I made myself one weekday afternoon.) Then, inspired by one of the most popular sections on Design*Sponge, I’ll show some of my favorite Before & After makeovers—with hints on how to turn a dowdy flea market dresser into a design delight, or on a larger scale, how to transform a dark hole of a kitchen into a chic modern space for cooking and entertaining. 

			This book would not have been possible without the hard work and contributions of both my blog’s editors and our loyal readers. Design*Sponge readers are some of the most creative, inventive, and passionate people on the web and I hope that this book can provide them, and all design fans, with the tools to bring creativity and personality into their homes. 

			—Grace Bonney, founder of Design*Sponge
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			Sneak Peeks

			In the early days of the blog, I wrote about objects that inspired and amazed me—a square vase by the designers (and brothers) Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec; a Tivoli radio that was simultaneously retro and modern. But before long, I was inviting readers to “sneak a peek” inside the Portland, Oregon, home of one of my favorite artists, Amy Ruppel. Though the post consisted of just a single image (a vignette on her hallway table), readers were thrilled and asked me to show more interiors on the site. Over the next few weeks I received hundreds of suggestions for homes to feature on Design*Sponge. Our first real column was born and the name “Sneak Peek” stuck.

			I gravitate toward homes that grab me on some instinctual level, whether I’m attracted to an amazing wall color, a beautiful mixture of fabrics, or a furniture arrangement so artful that I’m tempted to move right in. When I select a home, along with Sneak Peek editors Amy Azzarito and Anne Ditmeyer, I’m looking for that intangible quality that will connect with readers and inspire them to make a change in their own homes. That quest for inspiration—which I believe comes in all shapes and sizes—has led us to amazing spaces both small (less than 500 square feet) and large (well over 5,000). With each Sneak Peek, we hope to show how creative people have assembled spaces that reflect their personality—whether that means painting a rainbow wall mural in a bedroom or converting an old New England church into an amazing home and art studio. 

			Our hope is that these homes will speak to you, too, and inspire you to try something new or perhaps to view your own space in a new way. I’ve also used these homes as a jumping-off point for snippets of design history and interior design tricks and tips. And as an added bonus, Design*Sponge contributor Sarah Ryhanen at Saipua, a flower store in Brooklyn, has created flower arrangements inspired by some of my favorite rooms, together with simple instructions on how to re-create them. My goal for this section of the book, as with all Sneak Peeks we run on Design*Sponge, is to help you to turn your home, large or small, into a space that makes you happy and reflects who you are.
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			Genevieve Gorder
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			location

			New York, New York
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			Red and white Astrid chairs from Anthropologie bring a bright splash of color to the sunny living room.

			A piano stool from Genevieve’s grandmother acts as a side table or extra seating during get-togethers.

			I’ve long been a fan of interior designer Genevieve Gorder. In fact, it was her dramatic moss wall, which she created as one of the original decorators on TLC’s Trading Spaces, that inspired me to enter the world of interior and furniture design. Genevieve has gone on to host several television shows about houses and decorating, including Dear Genevieve, in which she solves design problems for people who write in to the show, and Town Haul, in which she helped give makeovers to small-town shops and businesses. Her home base is a beautiful townhouse, which she shares with her husband and daughter, in New York’s Chelsea neighborhood. Originally from the Midwest, she sourced a number of her home’s vintage design elements from old schools and houses in her home state of Minnesota.
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			Drawers salvaged from a bait and tackle shop in Maine are given a new life in the living room.
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			Salvaged materials are a great way to add instant history and character to an empty space. Genevieve installed an old Minnesota public school door in the downstairs bathroom, along with fish scale–patterned bathroom tiles from Kaleidoscope Tile in Manhattan.
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			Outdoor space is limited in Manhattan, so Genevieve transformed her balcony into an urban oasis by installing a wooden daybed with a cotton canvas canopy.




				Antique & Salvage Shops
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			Genevieve Gorder loves these sources for great vintage and antique furnishings.

			Architectural Antiques

			Minneapolis, MN

			www.archantiques.com

			Material Culture

			Philadelphia, PA

			www.materialculture.com

			Portland Architectural Salvage

			Portland, ME

			www.portlandsalvage.com

			Olde Good Things

			New York, NY

			www.oldegoodthings.com

			Liz’s Antique Hardware

			Los Angeles, CA

			www.lahardware.com
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			Paintings and pictures aren’t the only things that can hang on walls.

			Here, a piece of bitterroot, which Genevieve discovered in a local shop, hangs like a natural sculpture in her daughter’s bedroom.




				A Tip for Creating Unity Within a Collection
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			Use frames with similar colors or stains to tie together disparate artwork. Or, if identical frames aren’t your style, group artwork so that there’s a color connection between pieces. For example, if you have a painting with a red background, place a small piece next to it that contains a red stripe, or some red element that will pull the two together and create a sense of flow.
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			Genevieve playfully mixed stripes—some wide, some narrow—for the bedding in her daughter’s bedroom.
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			Staircase walls present a great opportunity to experiment with a diagonal art gallery.
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			A Moroccan bedspread adds a splash of sophisticated pattern to the master bedroom. Using one bold print in a small space adds visual interest without overpowering the room.
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			Unexpected details throughout Genevieve’s home, like this salvaged Minnesota public school doorknob and iron gate, serve as conversation starters, inviting guests to engage and learn about places that were important in Genevieve’s childhood.




				names

			Dan Perna & Kin Ying Lee
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			location

			Brooklyn, New York
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			This apartment illustrates how well industrial furniture can coexist with warm wooden pieces.

			A teak table is paired with steel Marais chairs and antique metal cage lights to create a unique dining area for the family.



			Kin Ying Lee, head designer for the fashion brand Madewell, shares her sunny Brooklyn home with her husband, Dan Perna, and their children, Isabella and Marco. They live in a converted former guitar factory, where they have combined two apartments into one larger space with enough room for both their family and a home design studio. With views of the Manhattan skyline, their light-filled home has warm touches throughout that offset the building’s industrial underpinnings.
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			Kin and Dan’s design studio is a great example of the couple’s shared aesthetic. Both designers appreciate heritage details like embroidery and artisan-crafted hardware. They also collect utilitarian objects. Their upstairs studio is filled with vintage office supplies and furniture and denim jeans (a mainstay at Madewell).




				Affordable Shelving
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			Kin and Dan’s study is a great example of using scale to make inexpensive materials seem more high end than they really are and add drama to your space. If your room can handle a full wall of shelving, consider using L brackets (available in most hardware stores) to hold pieces of found or salvaged wood cut to fit your walls. Try painting the L brackets and standards the same color as the walls to give the shelves a “floating” effect.
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			An upstairs hallway, otherwise unused, was turned into a study area. The inexpensive shelving unit was made out of repurposed Ikea countertops. Instead of a larger rug, a group of hand-stitched Japanese indigo blankets were clustered together on the floor.
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			Because children’s tastes and needs can change quickly, you may not want to invest too much money in kids’ play furniture. Why not make your own? Dan made this children’s table out of used cardboard boxes. He even used the inside corrugated panels as decorative details. The room’s chalkboard walls allow the children to decorate their space with their own artwork and writings.




			[image: ]

			The living room’s charcoal-colored walls may seem like a risky choice, but darker-colored walls, when paired with the right pieces, can add richness to a room.

			Kin’s wooden credenza, an eBay score, brings out the warmer tones in the wall color. She turns even the humblest accessories into something special: A collapsible canvas camp chair holds a collection of plaid wool blankets, while a blown glass vase is filled with an arrangement of cotton branches from Kin’s favorite florist, Sprout Home.


			See  a glimpse of Sprout Home founder Tara Heibel’s home.




				name

			Rosie O’Neill
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			location

			Los Angeles, California




				Moroccan Wedding Blankets 
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			These shaggy, sequined blankets, known as handira, have important symbolic value to the Berbers, an indigenous people of North Africa, who create them as part of their wedding ceremonies. The bride-to-be and her family spend weeks weaving the sheep’s wool blankets and hand-stitching thousands of flat sequin “mirrors” onto them. When finished, handiras are believed to have talismanic powers, bringing good luck to a marriage and offering protection.
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			A heavy black dining room table adds a touch of masculinity and weight to Rosie O’Neill’s pink dining room. A vintage Moroccan wedding blanket, found on eBay, was repurposed as a dining room rug, adding softness to the room.



			Ever since Rosie O’Neill was a little girl, she dreamed of living in what she calls a “life-size Barbie Dream House.” So it was appropriate that, as an adult, she landed the enviable job of director of Barbie marketing at Mattel in Los Angeles. The next step was to create her fantasy home. She knew she was on the right track when she discovered an art deco apartment with historic details and great light. She moved in and hired interior designer Kishani Perera, a graduate of UCLA’s Interior Design and Architecture program, to update the ca. 1930s architecture with a romantic color scheme and with details that looked luxurious, even if they didn’t cost an arm and a leg. They kept the budget in check by buying (and later reworking) furniture on Craigslist and eBay and at local flea markets. The resulting space is ultrafeminine but not overly sweet.
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			Rosie initially resisted the idea of adding a zebra rug to her living room’s décor, fearing it would be too bold a gesture.

			Kishani assured her the carpet would harmonize with the soft gray walls and the sofa’s gray-blue velvet upholstery. The zebra rug is now Rosie’s favorite feature of the room.
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			To update the bathroom’s original green and black tile, Kishani accessorized the space with an inexpensive bead-print curtain and a candle sconce that she discovered at a Los Angeles flea market and glamorized by painting it black.
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			Knowing that Rosie loves purple, Kishani used two separate tones of her favorite shade (Pittsburgh Paint’s Admiral on top and Ralph Lauren’s Hotel Room on the bottom) to give the bedroom a girly but grown-up feel.




			name

			Nicolette Camille Owen
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			location

			Brooklyn, New York




				Caring for Houseplants 
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			Nicolette Camille Owen shares these tips for indoor greenery: 

			Focus on plants that work for the type of light you have in your home: Grow lights can help plants when light is scarce, but it’s always best to be realistic about your light conditions as well as how much time you can devote to caring for your plants. 

			Create and stick to a consistent watering schedule: Try setting up a time each weekend when you clean, water, and feed your plants. Want to bring some green into your bathroom? Try ferns—they thrive on the humidity created by your morning shower.

			Plant food is as important as water: Check directions for your particular plant. If you prefer to use a natural fertilizer, eggshell water is a great solution. Save your used eggshells until you have 20 of them. Boil the shells in a gallon of water for 5 minutes. Let steep for at least 8 hours and store in a jar under your sink (or in your garage). Work this liquid into your feeding schedule just like you would a premade fertilizer.
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			Soft blue walls in Benjamin Moore’s Hydrangea create a sense of calm in Nicolette Camille Owen’s urban bedroom. By keeping the bed and bedside tables (vintage crates) low, Nicolette was able to make the room look taller.



		Floral designer Nicolette Camille Owen has brought her passion for the natural world inside her home. Because her work life in New York City can be hectic, she chose a palette of blues for her apartment as a tranquil antidote. As a result, the rooms flow together seamlessly, like a temperate blue sky shining on the casually lovely décor that Nicolette has assembled within.
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			Nicolette used a wall’s panel molding as a frame for her collection of cloud photos. 
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			Nicolette never buys new furniture. Instead, she scours flea markets and tag sales for finds, then mixes those pieces with family hand-me-downs. Not only is it a budget-friendly way to decorate, but because the pieces aren’t expensive or precious, they can be repainted or restyled to suit Nicolette’s changing tastes.
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			Open storage can give the appearance of clutter. Nicolette’s clever solution was to create a striped curtain to cover the storage area under her sink.
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			The nature-inspired décor includes this set of antique Edward Lowe fern prints, shown here hanging above a daybed in the living room. 

			Learn how to make your own pressed botanical specimens.




				names

			P.J. Mehaffey & Dylan Hightower
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			location

			Brooklyn, New York
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			Functional furniture doesn’t have to be boring.

			In the Brooklyn living room of P.J. Mehaffey and Dylan Hightower, vintage lockers were repurposed as media storage and a thrift store console was put into service as a television stand.



			Prop stylist P.J. Mehaffey and his partner, Dylan Hightower, are both masters at finding new life in old things. In their apartment in the Prospect Heights section of Brooklyn, they have created a home that reflects them both individually and as a couple. P.J. describes their home as a “fun laboratory” where no specific design rules apply, but where everything manages to work because they follow a philosophy they can both agree on: Surround yourself with things that make you happy.
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			It can be difficult to blend a disparate collection of objects into a coherent display. P.J.’s solution was to use wall cubes from West Elm as minipedestals for his mismatched travel souvenirs. The result looks striking over the living room sofa, a throwaway that P.J. found on the street and reupholstered.
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			Any collection—however humble—can look wonderful if artfully displayed. The couple’s vintage globe collection is placed on surfaces at different heights along one wall of the living room.
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			In the guest room, a vintage dental cabinet holds a television set and gives guests a place to store their things. A vintage hospital bed from a flea market is warmed up with a collection of colorful pillows from Hable Construction.
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			P.J. often finds treasure in other people’s trash, like this vintage principal’s desk he discovered outside the school across from his childhood home. 

			Above the desk, he hung an inspiration board that he made from a massive frame. Even an old gumball machine gets new life: P.J. transformed it into a fish tank.
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			If your passion for a particular theme is strong, carrying it through different rooms in your home can add a nice sense of cohesion. P.J.’s love of globes turns up in mobile form in the bedroom, which is decorated with a mix of affordable flea market finds and hand-me-downs. The walls above the picture rails were left white to give the ceiling an airy, cloudlike feeling.




				Decorative Floor Coverings 
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			An oil- or floorcloth is a cotton fabric that has been made waterproof with a coating of oil and pigment (or in P.J. and Dylan’s case, with polyurethane). Floorcloths have a long history. They were first used as decorative floor coverings in eighteenth-century England, where wealthy homeowners used them in heavily trafficked areas of their homes. If you want to re-create this look, many companies still sell floorcloths online. You can even order a blank canvas and paint your own design (www.canvasworksfloorcloths.com).
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			Run-of-the-mill shelves? Look again. These narrow ledges were made out of a pair of vintage wooden skis.
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			P.J. and Dylan’s kitchen is full of budget-friendly DIY projects. A microwave cart (found on Craigslist for $50) does double duty with its new butcher-block top: space for food prep above and storage below. As renters, they were not allowed to remove the kitchen’s grungy tile floor. P.J.’s solution was to create a wall-to-wall floorcloth. The floor looks clean and brand new, and can be taken up when they move without damaging the existing tile.
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			What do you do when your home doesn’t come with enough closet space? If you’re P.J., you repurpose a small room near your bedroom into a stylish and functional walk-in closet. Using autopoles and clamps (usually used as rigging for photo shoots and retail spaces), combined with metal rods and repurposed grocery store shelves, P.J. created a completely customized “closet.” You can find autopoles at most photography/camera supply stores, or on Amazon.com.
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			A vintage card catalog found on eBay is put to work as a bed- side table. The drawers keep lotions and eyeglasses organized.




				name

			Carol Neiley
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			location

			Lyon, France
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			An antique wooden door in Lyon, France, marks the entrance to the home of expat American entrepreneur Carol Neiley, her two daughters, and their dog, Daisy.



		Carol Neiley is living every Francophile’s dream. In addition to running a successful online store, Basic French, that sells all things French, from café au lait bowls to linen dish towels, she also calls two beautiful spaces in France home: a rustic country house and this chic city apartment in Lyon. Carol was drawn to the apartment’s period architecture and to the neighborhood, which includes an abbey dating from the tenth century. The apartment serves as a base for her and her daughters, Halliday and Abigail. By using a restrained but ethereal color palette, Carol has created the perfect backdrop for her impressive—and eclectic—collection of antiques.
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			The peach palette in Carol’s home inspired this fragrant arrangement. 

			Learn how to re-create this arrangement (and natural fragrance) in your home.
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			The muted but lovely peach color scheme highlights the room’s architecture, like this arched niche, and makes the space feel warm and feminine.
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			An everyday wooden bunk bed was transformed into a chic little nook for the girls with a coat of teal paint and a string of delicate flower lights from Habitat.

			Grown-up details like a metallic silver pouf and an antique portrait add sophistication without detracting from the youthful feel of the room.
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			In her peach bedroom, Carol mixes antique white linens, which she loves for the crispness they bring to a room. A hand-knit blanket from Carol’s shop adds texture to the bed.
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			Carol is a master of artful display. Here in her office, she pairs a starfish sculpture with a coral print by Isabelle Grange.




				names

			Adam Silverman & Louise Bonnet

			[image: ]

			location

			Los Angeles, California




				Create Your Own Wallpaper 
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			You, too, can create your own custom wallpaper like the design Louise made for the dining room. For design ideas, look to your own photographs or try drawing your own pattern. Here are some great online resources for creating your own custom wallpaper:

			The Wallpaper Maker 

			www.thewallpapermaker.com

			Design Your Wall 

			www.designyourwall.com

			Atom Prints 

			www.atomprints.com/wallpaper-mural.html
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			Adam Silverman and Louise Bonnet are fearless experimenters when it comes to their home. Louise designed this hot pink and white wallpaper specially for their dining room. The chair rail and wainscoting were painted black to echo the black wooden Eames chairs around the dining table.



			Trained as an architect, Adam Silverman worked in the field but then decided to instead pursue his love of pottery. He runs his own studio, Atwater Pottery, and is also a partner and studio director of the legendary Heath Ceramics. Together with his wife, artist Louise Bonnet, and their children, Beatrice, Charlotte, and Prudence, he lives in the Los Angeles neighborhood of Los Feliz, a hilly area north of Hollywood that is known for its midcentury houses and great nightlife. Adam describes their home as a “big, crumbling jalopy with enough room for all of us and a pool, right in the middle of the city.” Crumbling or not, their home is a colorful space packed to the brim with inspiring artwork and furniture.
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			Some people would have painted over or removed the home’s original knotty pine paneling, but Adam decided to keep it for his home office. The fire-engine red vintage desk, blue and red rug, and artfully arranged objects and artworks help lift the space so it doesn’t feel drab.
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			A long and narrow room can be a decorating challenge. 

			Adam and Louise divided their living room into two separate seating areas, each of which is anchored by an antique rug. To keep the separate seating spaces feeling different, they used furniture from different time periods in each grouping to create a harmonious arrangement.
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			Borders don’t have to be made of paper—and they don’t have to be straight. Adam and Louise hand-painted this decorative border in the kitchen to echo the room’s chair rail.
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			In the bedroom, chocolate brown walls get a jolt of bright color in the form of a pair of orange and red dressers from the legendary twentieth-century industrial designer Raymond Loewy. The orange bird pillow, created by the couple’s friend Satbhajan Khalsa, is based on their wedding invitation. It sits on a vintage chair below a hand-drawn portrait of Adam and Louise’s three daughters.




				name

			Michelle Adams

			[image: ]

			location

			New York, New York
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			Small-space living never looked so stylish.

			Michelle utilizes double-duty furniture whenever possible to save space. Her sleeper sofa from Room and Board doubles as a guest bed when friends and family are in town.



			Designer Michelle Adams is the founder of Rubie Green, an eco-friendly fabric line, and the cofounder of online design magazine Lonny. With her great eye for design, she has turned her 700-square-foot New York City apartment into a stylish home that does it all, from entertaining to hosting her frequent houseguests. An avid traveler, Michelle loves to collect treasures and uses them to add character to her wallet-friendly décor.
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			An inexpensive white Ikea bookshelf is filled with Michelle’s favorite books and accessories, which she likes to arrange by color theme for decorative impact. A red bamboo chair covered in zebra fabric from Michelle’s own line also adds a bright pop of color to the room without taking up too much space. Clear acrylic tables and chairs are affordable and great for small spaces, since they give plenty of surface space with very little visual weight.
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			Michelle made the bed the focal point of her tiny bedroom.

			She ordered a custom headboard and had it covered in one of her own fabric designs. The yellow color palette is complemented by a black and white rug from Ikea, which adds a bit of visual width to the room with its horizontal stripes. 

			Learn how to make your own upholstered headboard!
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			With space tight in the kitchen, a black Pottery Barn buffet table was employed as a stylish tabletop bar. While Michelle loves wallpaper, an entire room of it would be pricey. Instead, she invested in a small strip of sea grass from Phillip Jeffries, placing it behind the buffet to great effect. 
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			One of Michelle’s favorite space-saving tips is to cover side tables with a skirt.

			This allows you to use the space underneath for storage without all of the visual clutter. Here, in her living room, she uses the room’s panel molding to contain artwork, including Milton Glaser’s iconic I ❤ NY print.




				name

			Grace Bonney

			[image: ]

			location

			Brooklyn, New York
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			In the bedroom, most people play around with colorful bedding and keep their headboard basic and neutral.

			But there was a bold red fabric pattern that I was dying to try, so I decided to use the print on my headboard, which I upholstered myself. This bold stroke helps to highlight an accent wall in the room and gives me and my husband a soft place to rest our heads when we’re reading in bed at night.

			Learn how to make my headboard.



			I share my apartment with my husband, Aaron, and our two cats, Turk and Ms. Jackson. I have fantasies of my dream home—or dream homes, actually: The city girl in me longs for a townhouse complete with a small backyard garden and fountain, while the country girl in me fantasizes about a farmhouse somewhere in rural Georgia. In the meantime, I make do with reality—our comfortable, sweet apartment in Brooklyn’s Park Slope. We were living in a 500-square-foot studio when we first saw this space, which is about 900 square feet. I was swayed by the large bedroom and great location, which is a block or two away from some of the best restaurants, shops, and hot spots in the area. Perhaps that is why I managed to overlook some of the apartment’s more difficult quirks, like a serious lack of natural light and a ten-degree slant throughout the rooms.
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			My closet was a mess of crumbling plaster and mismatched paint. Rather than repair and repaint, I hid the less-than-desirable details by covering the inside of the door and inside walls with an owl-print wallpaper from Trustworth Studios. I also attached caster wheels to a vintage wooden soda box to create a rolling shoe storage container.
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			I have a penchant for red. But it wasn’t until I brought home this vintage red horsehead lamp that all of the smaller red things I’ve collected over the years—from red highlights in the artwork above the couch to the floral stitching in the throw pillow from K Studio —really felt like a unified color theme in the space. It can be challenging to display small art prints such as the ones I love to collect on Etsy. On their own, they get lost on the wall; grouped together, they have a greater impact. I mount them in affordable frames from Ikea and hang them salon style.
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			One of my favorite design juxtapositions is the contrast between hard and soft textures. This Paul McCobb chair, which I bought at a store called Scout in Chicago, has a teak backrest and metal frame whose hard edges are softened by the seat’s fuzzy plaid upholstery, which reminds me of a lumberjack’s shirt. 
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			Once again, red accents brighten the space—here in the form of the dining chairs and the lettering in our favorite print from the New York design studio Oddhero, which shows letters and numbers in a type font called Morgan Tower, designed in 2001 by the Portuguese designer Mario Feliciano.




			[image: ]

			Since space in our kitchen is extremely limited, I installed a Peg-Board rack but gave it a twist by painting it a bright red-orange (Benjamin Moore’s Tomato Soup) to match the room’s walls. 

			Learn how to make your own Peg-Board pot rack.
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			To spruce up a generic dish drying rack, I swapped out the boring plastic mat it came with for a much more colorful plastic serving tray. I can change it out whenever I get bored with the pattern—and put it to work at parties.
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			The only wall in our kitchen not painted orange is the one that extends into the hallway and living room, which is white to match those other spaces. The orange flowers on a group of vintage plates act as a visual link to the other side of the room. I love terrariums and keep a small one filled with ivy and moss in my kitchen. 

			To learn to make your own terrarium.
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			I have a real weakness for chairs (Aaron and I joke that I own four chairs for every member of our household). I had this antique chair reupholstered by Chairloom in fabric from Rubie Green. I love the contrast between the fabric’s modern zigzags and the more sinuous woodwork of the chair. 
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			I don’t like my kitchen to feel sterile. I prefer to treat it as an extension of the living room, with lots of personal decorative touches. Besides painting it orange, I added details like decorative cabinet handles and knobs. I also have a painting by the artist Zoe Pawlak above my stove. That last touch is unconventional, I know—especially since, to avoid damaging the painting, I have to remove it every time I cook (which at my rate works out to every other day). I think it’s worth it to have something beautiful in the room.




				names

			Corbett Marshall & Jim Deskevich

			[image: ]

			location

			Catskill, New York
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			A dark navy wall in the bedroom gets a jolt of brightness from a yellow sun sculpture and gold pillows and accessories.

			The bedside lamps are similar in style and height—but look again: They are slightly different. “I love that they give the room symmetry, but throw it off a little, too,” Corbett Marshall says.



			Corbett Marshall and Jim Deskevich are the textile designers behind Variegated, which specializes in colorful bedding and accessories. When they opened a studio and showroom in the Hudson Valley town of Catskill, New York, they decided to move into the apartment above the store. Their new space consisted of small rooms—a big change from the loftlike spaces to which they were accustomed. For them, the tight spaces were an excuse to get creative with color and texture. Avid collectors of vintage furniture and artwork, they used paint and fabrics as a bridge to connect their décor with their apartment’s old-fashioned spaces.
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			For a fun and functional touch in the kitchen, Corbett and Jim built shelves that run the length of the room.

			With so much space, the couple lined up all of their favorite ceramics to create a colorful installation above an otherwise utilitarian area.
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			To draw attention away from the awkward paneling that wraps around the bottom section of the walls, Corbett and Jim painted it dark brown to make it recede, and used turquoise paint above. They made the console table by stapling an old cowhide to a piece of wood and attaching it to the top of a café table base.




				Using Fashion Textiles at Home
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			As textile designers, Jim and Corbett know all the tricks of the trade. One of their favorites is to decorate using fabrics not specifically designed for the home.They use fashion textiles—from shirting to velvets—to create everything from custom bedding to window treatments and pillows. Since clothing fabrics are available in endless materials and colors, there is no limit to the imagination. And since they are designed to be worn, they also have a very soft feel. To find interesting fashion and upholstery fabrics, check out stores like Purl Soho (www.purlsoho.com) and Jo-Ann Fabrics and Crafts (www.joann.com).
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			Note the relationships between hues that extend from room to room. The living room’s rich gold ties nicely to the golden brown shade they chose to paint the china cabinet in the adjoining dining room. Meanwhile, even the shelves within the cabinet get a special color touch in the form of coral paint, which in turn connects to the color of the decorative pig collection above the
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