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Introduction

Edward’s Menagerie has been a large part of my life for the last six years. With daily inspiration provided by stories from people all over the world learning to crochet and spreading some joy with my little animal patterns, I am as hooked as everyone else on crocheting the next #edsanimals in the collection.

These fifty patterns are a brilliant collection of species from around the world, with something for everyone, from the super-cute Prince the White Tiger through to the more specialist Sid the Giant Anteater. Like a walk through the best zoo in the world, the pages of the book may throw up some of your favourite animals, such as James the Meerkat, but they also aim to make you shake paws with some of the lesser-known and more endangered animals, such as Kylie the Quokka.

The first animal I made for this book was Sheila the Kangaroo, and it reignited a fascination with Australasian mammals, learning more about them as I worked my way through to Luke the Flying Fox. One of my earliest childhood animal encounters was seeing these huge creatures hanging upside down on the trees in Sydney’s botanical gardens, and my interest in animals from this continent has not waned.

Edward’s Menagerie animals continue to be a big hit with my children, who now have shelves piled high with these little animals, but will always find room to squeeze on one more. If you are a complete beginner to crochet and Edward’s Menagerie, then start with a Level One animal of your choice, such as Lucy the Hare. In this book the projects are all arranged in order of difficulty, not only into levels, but also within that level, so as you turn the pages each should become a bit more challenging. If you have already mastered your double crochet stitch, then dive straight in where you fancy, and enjoy the structure of knowing that once you’ve completed Gloria the Red Panda, you have mastered this book!

The patterns in this book are designed for you and your friends and family to enjoy and are for private use only. I can’t wait to see your photos once you start making these creations, so please don’t forget to share them with me and everyone else using the #edsanimals tag.

Our menagerie continues to grow, and I hope you enjoy this latest instalment of patterns. I am certainly still not anywhere close to the end of my list!

Enjoy!
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How to use this book

Please don’t feel that you have to learn, practise or master the TECHNICALS section at the back of this book before you dive into your first Edward’s Menagerie project. The techniques are there for you to acquire, double-check or refresh your crochet skills as you make your first animal, and remember there are videos available at www.toftuk.com should you need any extra clarification on a technique.

Edward’s Menagerie: The New Collection has been divided into three skill levels to indicate how many techniques are used within that pattern (or perhaps more importantly, how much concentration you may need to apply when working through it). Although generally speaking this will also be an indicator of how long it will take you to make, there are exceptions, and be aware that animals with chain loop fleeces (such as Quin the Alpaca) will take far longer to finish than one without this kind of detail.

The levels are intended to be encouraging, not off-putting, and to ensure that as a newbie to this fun craft, you pick something that will be a bit easier going as you master counting your stitches, holding your yarn and remembering to keep track of where you are in the pattern at the same time. I must emphasise that all of the techniques used are easy; the only thing that makes some of them very demanding is the discipline involved in accurately counting your way through the pattern. When learning to do a new thing, I know it is nice to be reassured that you are not accidentally trying to run before you can walk (but by all means, if you are one of those people who are happy to push themselves, then flick the pages and dive in!).

Edward’s Menagerie animals are a collection of patterns and are defined by their shape. They share a standard form that gives them a chubby tummy and more often than not the same legs. You will need to refer to the STANDARD FORMS pages when making all of the patterns (see here), and you will notice that these pages have a yellow edge so you can find them easily when flicking through the book. These standard form patterns are short and simple, and once you have made one animal, you will become very familiar with the patterns (and your six times table).

I have used British English crochet terms throughout. ‘Double crochet’ (dc) is the same as the American English ‘single crochet’ (sc). For clarification of which stitch this refers to, please see the basic instructions for the dc stitch in the TECHNICALS section (see here).



Level One

These animals use only chain and double crochet stitch, and simple shaping techniques (increasing by working two stitches into the next stitch and decreasing by double crocheting two stitches together). You will need to refer to BASIC SKILLS and STITCHES (see here) if you are a beginner to crochet.

Level Two

These animals include all the Level One skills with the addition of a basic colour change where you will move from one ball of yarn to the next. Some patterns will also involve easy splitting of rounds.

Level Three

These animals require a little more concentration. Techniques include use of the loop stitch, splitting and branching of rounds into smaller ones and also complex colour changing that involves discipline when counting.
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You will need

To make just one, or indeed all, of the animals in this book, the requirements are the same:

• YARN in appropriate colours and quantities. The animals in this book have been made using a palette of thirteen colours. The TOFT range of yarns is perfect for making animals, as they give a full spectrum of natural shades.

• CROCHET HOOK in an appropriate size to match that yarn and your tension. I would recommend investing in a comfortable soft-grip hook that is easier on the hand when working the stitches, but also doubles up as a handy tool to push the stuffing inside the parts when it comes to sewing up.

• STUFFING MATERIAL. Although I generally choose to stuff my animals with a high-loft polyester toy filling, I have recently experimented with many other types of natural fibre fillings too. Experience has taught me that a polyester stuffing will stand the test of time better with the many cuddles the animals will receive over the years if they are made as children’s toys (it also makes them easier to wash by hand or in a cool cycle in the machine). However, increasingly Edward’s Menagerie animals are made for adults, and as we are all more conscious of seeking plastic-free alternatives when practical, I am pleased to say that TOFT now offers a choice of stuffing materials.

• SEWING NEEDLE. Make sure it has a big enough eye for your chosen yarn.

• BLACK CONTRAST YARN for sewing on the eyes and noses.

• SCISSORS

Safety

Your animal will only be as child-safe as you make it, so don’t skimp on the stitches when sewing up. I sew all the way around the edges of any part I am attaching, and give it a good tug to ensure it will never come off. Rather than embroider them, safety eyes, buttons or beads could be added before stuffing and sewing up, but please be aware that these should not be used on a toy for a child under five years of age. Using a high-loft polyester toy stuffing ensures that your projects are fully washable on a cold cycle in your machine. Using any type of additional stuffing, such as sand, pellets or beans, is also not recommended for under-fives and will make the animals unwashable (they would need to be surface sponge-cleaned instead).


TOFT yarn colour shades (pictured)
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TOFT has an additional thirteenth colour, which is a solid overdyed black (our charcoal is a blend of black with a pinch of white fibres). This colour is used as a main colour occasionally when appropriate, and comes in very handy in your stash as it is what I use to sew on all of my eyes.
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About TOFT

The Yarn

I have had the pleasure of selecting, designing and manufacturing luxury yarns for the past twelve years, and Edward’s Menagerie has been crocheted entirely in TOFT yarn.

TOFT yarns are premium-quality natural fibres manufactured to my distinctive specifications here in the UK. When crocheted in TOFT yarns, the projects are supple and soft, but with a closed fabric to hide the stuffing inside.

Using top-quality natural fibres not only ensures a beautiful finish, but also guarantees that these animals will get better and better with every hug and makes it is a pleasure to crochet every stitch.

The Team

TOFT is here to help if you are new to crochet and not sure where to begin, and TOFT HQ is based in a real place called Toft in Warwickshire, England. In addition to our yarns, TOFT now designs and manufactures a whole range of tools and accessories to accompany the Edward’s Menagerie crochet range (see SUPPLIERS, here).
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Tension

Edward’s Menagerie was inspired by TOFT yarn, and all of the animals in this book have been created in TOFT’s pure wool double knitting (DK) yarn using a 3mm hook, but all the patterns will work perfectly well if using thinner and thicker yarns (see SIZING, here, for more details).

If you are seeing holes in your fabric when working the patterns, swap your hook size down half a millimetre. Likewise, if your work is too solid and you are finding the stitches hard to work, then swap up by half a millimetre. The tension measurements on here are approximate and measured over a standard double crochet stitch worked in a non-stop spiral of rounds.

Check your tension before you begin. Loose tension can cause you to run short on the recommended yarn quantities.


Sizing

The standard size of Edward’s Menagerie animal is worked in TOFT double knitting (DK) weight yarn on a 3mm crochet hook (for US crocheters: a light worsted/8ply yarn on a C2 or D3 hook). The beauty of these patterns is that you never need to change your hook size and only ever need that one tool to make all fifty in the book! This standard size is the one that I find most enjoyable to work, and it has become the most popular size that my patterns are made in because the resulting animal is the perfect scale for a child to play with, or to sit on a shelf or desk for an adult’s mascot. The fun of these patterns and this style of crochet is that to make your animals bigger or smaller, you can simply swap your yarn and hook size and the resulting projects will scale up and down perfectly.

The only other change to the pattern to remember when scaling up is that the stated LOOP STITCH length needs to increase or halve from the standard as you scale up or down. For example, a 2cm loop in DK becomes 4cm in aran, 6cm in chunky or just 1cm in fine.

The required quantity of yarn needed in the projects is based on using TOFT yarns. If using other brands of yarn, the quantities may vary significantly depending on the fibre composition and spinning specifications of the yarn. For example, a cotton


[image: Illustration]






[image: Illustration]






[image: Illustration]






[image: Illustration]






OEBPS/Images/f0002-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0006-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0004-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0014-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0012-01.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/Georgia-BoldItalic.ttf


OEBPS/Images/f0014-01.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/Georgia-Bold.ttf


OEBPS/Fonts/Georgia.ttf


OEBPS/Images/f0009-01.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/Georgia-Italic.ttf


OEBPS/Fonts/Verdana.ttf


OEBPS/Fonts/Verdan-BoldItalic.ttf


OEBPS/Fonts/VerdanaItalic.ttf


OEBPS/Fonts/VerdanaBold.ttf


OEBPS/Images/f0010-01.jpg
Cream

Mushroom

Qatrmeal

©

Shale

Fudge

Cocoa

®

Stone

Steel

Chestnut

Charcoal





OEBPS/Images/tit.jpg
EDWARD’S
MENAGERIE

THE NEW COLLECTION

50 animal patterns to learn to crochet





OEBPS/Text/nav.xhtml


Contents



		Title


		Contents


		Introduction


		How To Use This Book


		You Will Need


		About TOFT


		Tension


		Sizing


		The Patterns

		Standard Forms







		Level One

		Lucy the Hare


		Quin the Alpaca


		Steve the Tapir


		Erica the Camel


		Libby the Wombat


		Sheila the Kangaroo


		Diablo the Buffalo


		Bertrand the Warthog







		Level Two

		Chloe the Woodmouse


		James the Meerkat


		Jason the Oryx


		Ian the Rat


		Matilda the Arctic Hare


		Hannah the Mouse


		Linda the Beaver


		Kylie the Quokka


		Lance the Ox


		Edna the Possum


		Prince the White Tiger


		Harriet the Three-toed Sloth


		Caroline the Platypus


		Derek the Mole


		Andre the Lemur


		Hugh the Echidna


		Shane the Tasmanian Devil







		Level Three

		Aurora the Arctic Fox


		Donna the Reindeer


		Jake the Chinchilla


		Logan the Moose


		Sid the Giant Anteater


		Stephanie the Fennec Fox


		Archie the Llama


		Gabriel the Baboon


		Susan the Badger


		Xavier the Gibbon


		Bruno the Okapi


		Natalie the Otter


		Tarquin the Fallow Stag


		Lauren the Angora Rabbit


		William the Sloth Bear


		Tom the Leopard 104


		Romulus the Muskox


		Adam the Boer Goat


		Pat the Shire Horse


		Frank the Armadillo


		Mae the Snow Leopard


		Zack the Skunk


		Luke the Flying Fox


		Lillith the Lynx


		Gloria the Red Panda







		Technicals

		Basic Skills


		The Stitches: Level One


		The Stitches: Levels Two and Three


		Stuffing and Sewing


		Order of Sewing


		Finishing Details


		A Tale of Tails







		About the Author


		Suppliers


		Thanks


		Copyright








Guide



		Cover


		Contents


		Start








OEBPS/Images/f0007-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/f0015-01.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
= EDWARD'S -
£ MENAGERIE 4.

THE NEW COLLECTION





OEBPS/Images/f0015-02.jpg





OEBPS/Images/half.jpg
EDWARD’S
MENAGERIE

THE NEW COLLECTION

#edsanimals





OEBPS/Images/f0011-01.jpg





