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Introduction

Jacqueline Lee Bouvier, better known by her married name Jacqueline Kennedy, came into this world on July 28, 1929, as the daughter of John “Black Jack” Bouvier and his wife Janet Norton Lee. The Lee Bouviers were a wealthy and prominent New York family. John earned his living as a Wall Street stockbroker, and Janet was an accomplished equestrian. The reasons behind John’s nickname “Black Jack” remain a bit obscure; some have insisted that it was due to his frequent dark moods and habitual hard living, while others claim it simply referred to his dark, bronze tan. Whatever the case may be, Jacqueline herself would also earn a nickname, being dubbed “Jackie” by her family.

Jackie was followed in birth by a sister named Caroline in 1933, but her father was said to always be most fond of his first daughter. This is interesting since Jackie was more like her mother—rather quiet, reserved, and bookish. Caroline, on the other hand, had something of the reckless daring of her father. Nevertheless, it was the quiet but charming Jackie that always won their father’s affection. It was this same somewhat subdued yet stoic manner that she would carry with her for the rest of her life and which would serve her well in later life. Even in the darkest depths of despair, Jackie’s inner strength and indomitable will would be the admiration of all.


Chapter One

Early Life in New York

“I lived in New York City until I was thirteen and spent the summers in the country. I hated dolls, loved horses and dogs, and . . . I read a lot when I was little, much of which was too old for me.”

—Jacqueline Kennedy

Despite her father’s penchant for drinking and womanizing, Jacqueline Kennedy appeared to have a happy, if somewhat abbreviated, childhood. As a toddler, one of her favorite pastimes was playing with her dogs, especially a prized Scottish Terrier called Hootchie. It’s said that little Jackie and Hootchie were just about inseparable, and Jackie was only two years old when she accompanied her parents to take her little Hootchie to a dog show. Around the same time, she also picked up a love of horse riding, a passion which her mother highly encouraged.

But childhood only lasted so long, and Jackie eventually had to grow up and make her parents proud. In 1935, she began her formal education at the Chapin School in New York City. This prestigious private school catered to young girls from affluent backgrounds and provided them with a comprehensive education that included not only the fundamentals of academia but also lessons on etiquette and social graces that were considered essential for becoming “proper young ladies.” Here, Jackie showed herself to be a quick learner who excelled in almost everything she pursued. Her academic achievements were impressive, and she consistently received high marks. However, she was also a bit disruptive.

It might be hard for many of us to imagine Jackie—later known for her reserved elegance and charm—misbehaving, but back in school, Jacqueline Kennedy was apparently a troublemaker at times. In one instance, it’s said that the rambunctious Jackie rubbed face cream on several of the school toilets just to get a reaction from people. As is often the case, much of her mischievousness during this period was likely a cry for help.

By this time, Jackie’s parents had become increasingly hostile toward each other and engaged in frequent arguments—many of them brought on by Mr. Bouvier’s appetite for strong drink and romance outside the bounds of marriage. Both of these vices often went together, in fact, and Janet was understandably tired of putting up with her husband’s excesses. Jackie’s parents would ultimately separate in the year 1936, and an official divorce followed four years later. The divorce process was a messy one, in which Janet brought forth all her accusations of her husband’s extra-marital dalliances. Even though Jackie was a bit too young to grasp what adultery might mean, she understood that her father was being accused of somehow wronging her mother and, in essence, wronging the whole family.

The divorce was also drawn out as it pertained to making the final, official arrangements for custody. It was assumed that the girls would stay with their mother, but these things had to be hammered out on an official level. It was only when Janet was able to go to Nevada for a while to finalize the terms of the divorce, in what was then one of the easiest states to do so, that everything was finally squared away.

As this was happening, Jacqueline became more introverted and introspective in her approach to life; she went into her shell and began to develop a new persona for herself that was detached yet refined. Many of her peers growing up felt that Jackie was a bit snobbish in her manners, but this was likely a misinterpretation. She had been vulnerable, and she had gotten hurt—considering as much, it shouldn’t have been too surprising that she built a wall around herself.

After the divorce was finalized, her mother moved her and her sister into a small apartment in New York. Although her father was not there on a regular basis, he would occasionally see Jackie on the weekend. Knowing his daughter’s love for animals, he actually tapped the resources of a nearby pet store, making a deal with the owner to allow him to loan a dog for his visits with Jackie. To his daughter’s delight, he would come by with a different dog every time he saw her—all this just so they would have a furry friend to take with them while they spent time together at the park.

On the occasions that the park wasn’t an option, they would often go get lunch or see a movie together. Jacqueline no doubt loved these outings with her father, but one can only imagine the repeated sense of heartache and sadness when she finally had to say goodbye.


Chapter Two

Big Changes for Bouvier

“A great goal in life is the only fortune worth finding.”

—Jacqueline Kennedy

Big changes were in store for little Jackie in the summer of 1942, for it was that year that her mother announced her intention to get remarried. Janet’s soon-to-be husband was a man who had already been married twice. His name was Hugh Auchincloss Jr., and he was a successful lawyer and heir to a Standard Oil fortune.

As big of a milestone as this was, it’s said that Jackie and her sister were not in attendance at the wedding due to both the rushed nature of the event, as well as the fact that World War II was in full effect. Nevertheless, Jackie’s world was definitely in for some changes. Along with getting a new stepfather, she also gained three new siblings by way of the children that Auchincloss had produced with his prior wives. The three new additions to this now-blended family were Hugh III, Thomas, and Nina. It’s said that of these, Jackie would become the friendliest with Hugh, or as he was better known, “Yusha.” Yusha would become a trusted confidant and provide support for his stepsister for the rest of their lives.

In addition, Auchincloss and Janet would have two kids of their own—Janet Jennings, born in 1945, and James, born in 1947. At the time of James’s birth, Jackie was just making her transition from Miss Porter’s—an elite prep school for girls—to Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York. She was soon quite busy at her school, taking part in art, theatre, and journalism. She didn’t gel much with the social life of Poughkeepsie, however, and was sure to head back to NYC on the weekend.

Just prior to her start at Vassar College, Jackie took part in a kind of coming-of-age party—a debutante ball, if you will—where she made her debut as a young woman. Although the old-fashioned debutante balls of yesteryear have been largely replaced by high school proms, such things were rather common in Jackie’s day. Here, at this grand gala, an 18-year-old Jacqueline was presented to the larger world that awaited her. The event was held at the Clambake Club and was loaded to the brim with fine food, drinks, and good times, and by all accounts, Jackie, in her stunning, stylish dress, stole the show as she accepted dances and exchanged pleasantries with those in attendance.


Chapter Three

Move to France

“I learned not to be ashamed of a real hunger for knowledge, something I had always tried to hide, and I came home glad to start in here again with a love for Europe that I am afraid will never leave me.”

—Jacqueline Kennedy

Jacqueline’s early days at Vassar were largely taken up with her academics. The fact that one would immerse themselves in academics at college might seem like a given, but for most, academics are only a small part of their college career. Another major component is, of course, the social aspect of college life. College clubs, gatherings, and close friends are usually considered just as important in the growth of the college student.

From the beginning, however, Jacqueline set up a lasting pattern of working hard at Vassar in Poughkeepsie during the week and then heading off to her old haunts in NYC on the weekend. In this sense, she kept her academics at school and her social life back home quite separate. Still, that didn’t keep her from living it up as best she could when she was back in NYC. This was especially true with the eligible bachelors. Yes, although all was quiet in Poughkeepsie, Jacqueline was soon quite busy on the dating scene in New York—so much so that her father would joke about how he would soon lose her to some “funny-looking” young man.

By the time her freshman year came to a close, Jacqueline made good use of her break by making a trip to Europe. She partook in this excursion with three good friends of hers, along with an adult chaperone in the form of her Latin teacher, Miss Helen Shearman. One of the most memorable parts of the trip was when
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