
THE SERPENT-BEARER 

&

THE PRINCE 

OF 

STARS

A SHORT STORY OF DEMONS & STARLIGHT

*☼*

––––––––

STORY BY

C. S. Johnson

ART BY

Eko Bambang 

Copyright © 2015 by C. S. Johnson.

All rights reserved. This book or any portion thereof may not be reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever without the express written permission of the publisher.

Ebook ISBN: 9781948464185

Paperback ISBN: 9781948464192

Story originally published in Spectacular Tales 2: The Science Fiction and Fantasy Collection (The Indie Collaboration Presents Book 10), available online as an ebook (ASIN: B016S179EE). The story exists in the world of The Starlight Chronicles, an epic fantasy adventure series by C. S. Johnson. 

Artistry for the comics provided by Eko Bambang. 


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

The Serpent-Bearer and the Prince of Stars

MORE BOOKS ON THE WAY!

Further Reading: Searching

Also By C. S. Johnson

About the Author

Dedicated with much love to my (Almost) Famous Readers. I may have days where I walk in darkness, but your kindness proves I will never walk alone so long as you are with me. 

[image: image]
[image: image]

[image: image]
[image: image]
[image: image]
[image: image]
[image: image]

[image: image]
[image: image]
[image: image]
[image: image]
[image: image]
[image: image]

[image: image]
[image: image]
[image: image]
[image: image]
[image: image]
[image: image]

[image: image]

AUTHOR’S NOTE

Dear Reader, 

The question of evil—or perhaps more accurately, the problem of evil—often haunts a lot of people, and I include myself in that from time to time. The thing I’ve always thought about evil which made it so difficult to handle was that it was always so capable of adaptation. If you think about it, this make sense, since goodness, in its purest form, does not need to adapt; once evil takes goodness and twists it, it can never go back to being “good,” again. 

So with all this in mind, I look at the world and wonder why there is such suffering and why it seems as though evil goes unchecked. It is a daunting question, that’s for sure. But it’s not for the cynic to stay skeptical, just as it’s not up to the faithful to remain flippant. While I trust in something greater than evil and its power, and I know that it is only a matter of time before the world’s pain is resolved, I still find myself questioning myself and my Prince, and I also sometimes stumble into a den full of doubters and discouragers. 

In this story, Ophiuchus is given a task­—a burden to bear—and it is much more difficult than it seems. He is asked to be the one who bears the serpent, who holds him fast. In many ways, it seems like an easy thing. But as the story shows, some serpents are more crafty than we would like to admit, and the wounds they inflict are more damaging than we notice. 

I wanted to try to make sense of my own pain. My own dragon, my depression, has weighed itself around my neck and on my back quite often. I do wonder why this burden was given to me to bear, but even more so, I am called to take up my cross and carry it, as I follow my lord. And that means my Naga will have a home until my Prince comes and puts him in his proper place. Sometimes, I am forgetful, and I need the reminder that my dragon, my demon, is not my friend. I need the reminder that other people can discourage me even more often than they can encourage me, and I need to hold firm to the truth if I am going to stay the course I’m called to follow. 

I might have to go through hell, but I must keep my eyes on heaven. And that goes for you, too; I pray you will find the courage, the strength, and the resolve to do what you need to do, even if it is just one choice at a time. 

Until We Meet Again, 

C. S. Johnson

OTHER WORKS BY THE AUTHOR

The Starlight Chronicles, by C. S. Johnson

Everyone has a set of beliefs that sets them apart from others. 

When a meteorite strikes the heart of Apollo City, sixteen-year-old Hamilton Dinger finds all of his beliefs­­­­—mainly in himself—unable to stand against the reality of his supernatural powers. Tensions increase as the meteorite unlocks the Seven Deadly Sinisters, and their leader, Orpheus, and they begin to attack the city’s citizens. With Elysian, a changeling dragon, and Starry Knight, a beautiful but dangerous warrior, Hamilton must overcome his inner struggles, seal away the bad guys, and still finish his homework. Join Hamilton throughout this seven-book series as he becomes the superhero Wingdinger and sets out to save the day ... and the world.

Once Upon a Princess, by C. S. Johnson

Life is unfair, even for princesses. 

When Rose­—officially Princess Aurora Rosemarie—was born, she was cursed by Magdalina, the wicked rulers of the fairies. Under her curse, Rose is destined to prick her finger and die on her eighteenth birthday. When Rose learns of her curse, she sets out to do what she can to break it. Along for the ride are her friends Theo, raised in the church, but in search of his own vengeance; Mary, a young fairy who has watched over Rose since she was little; and Ethan and Sophia, a pair of siblings with a troubled past. 

Can Rose find a way to break her curse and save herself? Find out in this four-part novella series, inspired by Sleeping Beauty. 

The Divine Space Pirates, by C. S. Johnson

If survival is all that matters, does truth still make a difference? 

There is nothing Aerie St. Cloud wants more than her family unit’s love­—until she is accidentally captured by the fearsome space pirate, Captain Chainsword, and she is stuck on his pirated starship, the Perdition. Aerie soon realizes the difference that the truth does make, as she finds herself falling in love with the tragic space pirate captain. Can her love help bridge the gap between her worlds? Or will it just lead to more destruction? 
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SIGN UP FOR THE MAILING LIST!

Get emails full of updates and insights, and possible prizes when you sign up for the mailing list!
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Thank you for reading! 

Please leave a review for this book and let others know what you think!
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