
Helps for Christians

Securing loose ends of your faith

Issues in which many get stuck

or come to faulty conclusions

Book 3 of Basic Christianity Series

James Olah

©September 24, 2014

Helps for Christians

Securing loose ends of your faith

Issues in which many get stuck

or come to faulty conclusions

James Olah

Book 3 - Christian Living Series

Copyright September 24, 2014

Revised: June 4, 2021

OLAH Books

ISBN-13: 978-1502533784

ISBN-10: 1502533782

Copyright:. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form without permission in writing from the author, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews. Please acknowledge all quotes.

Direct permission requests to jolah1968@gmail.com

Unless otherwise stated, Scripture quotes are taken from the World English Bible (WEB) and are in the Public Domain. It is part of the Online Bible and can be found at: http://www.onlinebible.net/ © 2008

Scripture from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.

The “NIV and “New International Version” trademarks are registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by the International Bible Society. Use of either trademark requires the permission of the International Bible Society.

Scripture from THE HOLY BIBLE, 21ST CENTURY KING JAMES VERSION (KJ21), Copyright 1994, Deuel Enterprises, Inc.- Gary, SD 57237. Used by permission. The author adds the emphasis in the Bible text.

Cover photo courtesy http://pixabay.com

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Enjoy the Journey

[image: ]


SALVATION IS THE STARTING POINT of our walk of faith. Living as a Christian is not always easy, but it gives you the best results. You don’t have to be better than others; you only need to be the person God designed you to be. Such a life doesn’t happen automatically, but you need to work it out as you walk in a relationship with God. Work demands effort and energy to reach your goal. Paul calls us to live with a purpose.


Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.

14Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky 16as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. 17But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18So you too should be glad and rejoice with me. Philippians 2:12-18, NIV




May God bless you in your journey, and my prayer is that this book will help you walk through some of those tough times in life. 
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MOVE TO A DIFFERENT seat is the instruction I gave as I began the morning service at my church one time. If they sat in the front, they needed to sit in the back. If they sat on the right side, they had to move to the left. I wanted everyone to find a seat in an area in which they did not usually sit. There was a lot of commotion and some grumbling as they moved, and many wondered why they had to leave their favorite seat. One family was so upset they walked out of the service.

I used that object lesson as the basis of my sermon. How can we advance if we stay in the same place? People like to sit in the same spot each Sunday. Pastors like it too because we then notice who is there or who is absent. Just as it was uncomfortable for some to move to a new seat, so change is uncomfortable to most. Metaphorically speaking, if we sit in the same seat all our life, we will not grow. Growth calls for change. It means we go into new areas of our faith, into new relationships, into unfamiliar situations, into the uncertainty of new methods, and venture out in faith into the unknown. W. P. Young said it well in his book The Shack,​[1] “Faith does not grow in the house of certainty.”

In this book, I want to encourage you to move to a different seat and get a clearer perspective on your concerns, current situation, and problems you face at church and in life.

We need to face new challenges in life. The examples of others challenge me. That is why I like biographies. New ideas challenge me too. Good ideas give me direction on doing something I hesitated to get involved in because I didn’t know what to do. I want to challenge your faith in areas in which you may be struggling or stuck. Hopefully, you will allow me to usher you to a new seat to get a better perspective on what God wants you to see and do.

In this third book of the Basic Christianity Series, I focus on teachings to foster Christian growth. I address issues that many get hung up on, such as music in the church, facing change that you may not want, legalism, addictions, and the lies we believe. Also, I seek to change your seating from those obstructed areas of life where you don’t see biblical teaching clearly. Among the issues addressed are such issues as the assurance of salvation, taking ownership of your faith, improving how you pray, and treating other people. Finally, I nestle the critical issue of forgiveness among several of the topics.

My prayer is that this book will guide you to think more clearly on essential issues of faith. Only when we think clearly will we be set free to grow to our potential. Truth sets you free, but it also is a light that guides our way to our desired destination. Enjoy your new seat.

For His glory

James Olah
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I ask a lot of questions

IN THIS BOOK, I ASK a lot of questions. I guess I do that in all my teaching books. Why are questions important? Because I don’t want to spoon-feed you the answers, you should figure out what to do rather than have someone tell you. I was hoping you would think about what is said to work it through in your mind and reach your own conclusions. Sometimes you will know the appropriate answer right away. Sometimes you need to ponder the question and think about how it applies to your situation. Some answers are obvious; some will take time and prayer to understand. I want the questions to move you out of the shadows caused by the darkness of your fears and ignorance into the freedom that light provides. This method is essential because some of the book’s maters address issues from which people shy away. I will address such topics as the lies we believe, things to consider before leaving a church, legalism, how we treat one another, and eternal security. Few people accept a different view without asking questions.

Answering questions is an essential process in evaluating what someone says as we search out the truth. Some of my readers won’t need convincing of what I am saying, for this book will help them understand more of the detail behind what they already believe. Still, others will consider this book’s teachings for the first time, even if they have been in the church for some years. So as you come across the questions, don’t just lightly read over them. Instead, take some time and ponder the matter being addressed and see if it holds some importance in your life.

The importance of Questions

ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL characteristics of a student is to question. Let the students ask questions.—A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

Successful people ask better questions, and as a result, they get better answers.—Tony Robbins

No one is dumb who is curious. The people who don’t ask questions remain clueless throughout their lives.—Neil deGrasse Tyson

“Judge a man by his questions rather than by his answers.”― Voltaire

The Bible is a book that invokes questions as well as provides answers. Who am I? Why am I here? Where am I going? What is life about? Is God interested in me? Does God have a plan for me? Is this all there is? How do I know what is right or wrong? No other book provides the answers to your questions about life, as does the Bible.—James Olah

When you come face to face with God, what questions would you like to ask Him?
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Assurance of Salvation and Eternal Security

“ARE YOU GOING TO HEAVEN?”

“I hope so.”

“You mean you don’t know?”

“As I said, I hope so. What else can I say?”

“What makes you hope you are going to heaven?”

“I asked Jesus to be my savior when I was eight. I think that is all I have to do.

“You mean you don’t know for sure you are going to heaven? Why not?”

“The truth be told, I don’t always do the things I should, and at those times I feel distant from God, and I don’t feel He really likes me, and I question if He would still accept me into heaven.”

Many go through life wondering if they will be accepted by God when they knock on the pearly gates. Will God let them in? Will they be accepted? Will, they squeak in, or will there be a great welcoming committee anticipating them? Christians who are not absolutely sure that they will be accepted when they die will live in torment because they wonder if they have, in some way, made themselves ineligible to enter heaven.

Uncertainty can make us weak and vulnerable. For example, if you have ever become unemployed without immediate job options in a tight economy, you experience a lot of uncertainty. It may be difficult to control that gnawing fear in the back of your mind as you wonder when you will get a job. Such fear is crippling to our Christian growth and joy as well. Similarly, Satan knows that if he can get you to doubt your salvation, you are vulnerable and ineffective because you focus on your fear rather than trusting God.

The Christian is most vulnerable and susceptible to temptation and giving up when he questions his faith or relationship with God. Therefore, after a person makes a faith profession, there are two areas of salvation that need to become foundational for growth. The first is to know that they are saved and entirely accepted by God. Secondly, they need to know that they cannot lose that salvation and are secure despite their sins and failures.

Those thoughts of insecurity often come in times of trial or when we go off track spiritually or return to a life of sin. Many Christians, at some point in their life, return to their former sins. During that time, they reason that there wasn’t a genuine change in their life. “I’m no different,” they observe. “In fact, I have more questions and struggles with sin than before I was saved, and my guilt feels much worse than before. I have a great sense of failure. So what’s the use in going on? I should feel better, not worse. I should feel secure, not more lost than ever before.”

I have talked with people over the years that have come to me because they question their faith. They feel like they lost their salvation. They sensed they didn’t belong to God and didn’t understand why they lost the joy they had when they first got saved. Is that, in some way, true about you?

My story of assurance

I STRUGGLED WITH ASSURANCE of salvation for most of my teen years. I remember raising my hand after evening service and talking with the pastor about this concern. He didn’t have me pray to receive Christ again but talked to me about how sin makes us feel separated from God, and we have to deal with that sin. I didn’t fully grasp that part of the relationship with God at that time but have come to understand that issue more clearly as I matured.

Many of my struggles came from my sinful way of life I was involved in during my teen years. I was trying to walk in two worlds, Satan’s and God’s. When we want diametrically opposed lifestyles, it pulls our soul apart, and we have no rest. We cannot serve two masters. (Luke 16:13)

I went through the rest of my teen years with that struggle about belonging to God. It was an up-and-down sort of experience. Sometimes I felt accepted by God, and other times, I believed I was unacceptable to God because of my sin.

It was not until the second year of studying for ministry that I settled the assurance question. At that time, I didn’t realize that assurance of salvation was the issue with which I was struggling. During a chapel service, a speaker shared the gospel, and I questioned if I genuinely belonged to God. Each time I heard a salvation message, I had this recurring nagging doubt in the back of my mind that made me question my faith’s genuineness. 

I decided that I would deal with it that very day and not put it off any longer. After chapel, I had free time and so went into a study room and quietly prayed. By this time, I had learned enough doctrine about God, salvation, Jesus Christ, and my sinful condition as described in the Bible. I put it all together in a detailed quiet prayer from my heart. My prayer went something like this:


“I don’t know if I truly got saved back when I was eight. But I want to make sure right now. (I acknowledged my sin, and I talked about many of the ways I failed God over the years.). I acknowledge that I deserve hell as a penalty for my sin. I believe that Jesus Christ, who is fully God and a sinless man, died for me on the cross. His death paid for my every sin, canceling the full debt of my sin to God. Thank you, God, that you offer me salvation as a free gift that I willingly receive by faith. I place my full faith in the saving work of Jesus Christ on the cross, and with all my heart, I ask Jesus to become my Savior, to forgive my sins and give me a home in heaven.” I then said, “God, if you didn’t save me, then you didn’t keep your word because I am calling on you as best as I know how to by faith, and I have placed my full trust in you to save me. You have a lot more to lose if you don’t keep your word than if I now lose my soul.”


I knew what salvation was, and I straightforwardly asked for it with the understanding of my sinful condition, of God’s provision, and God’s requirement. From that time on, I never seriously questioned my salvation. If any thoughts started causing me to question my salvation after that, I went back, in my mind, to that time I prayed in school. I reminded myself that I prayed and placed my complete faith in Jesus Christ and His finished work on the cross. I came to God on the authority of His Word. Sometimes I would say that out loud and sometimes in my heart, but it always had the same results. It gave me the confidence to go on without nagging doubts.

You might think that I was kind of bold or brash in how I closed my prayer, but that is precisely the issue. When God tells us what to do to gain salvation, that is a promise. If God does not keep his promise, then He is not a person of His word. That would mean that He could lie. (God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? Numbers 23:19 ESV)

He, who is light and has no darkness in him at all (1 John 1:5), lays His reputation on the line when He promises us salvation by faith through grace plus nothing. My soul was on the line, and I was trusting in God’s integrity to keep His word.

That is my story, and I love to tell people about it. I love the freedom I have in my faith to know that I belong to God, and there is no question about it. I cannot base my salvation on how morally upright a person I am from the time I got saved until I go to heaven, but only on the claim based on the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross. He made full payment for every sin that could separate me from God. He said: “It is finished.” The debt of sin for all has been Paid in Full! Jesus provided reconciliation for all humanity to get right with God. But being reconciled is a two-way street. God has made full provision to satisfy His justice, and now we are the ones who must want and accept forgiveness so we can be forgiven, reconciled, and accepted by God.

To not have assurance makes you vulnerable

WHEN CHRISTIANS DON’T have full assurance of their salvation, they become vulnerable to Satan’s attacks and self-doubt. If Satan can get you to doubt your salvation, then you are as good as not saved in your thinking. Even though you are fully saved, you feel like you are not. The consequence of such reasoning is that when you don’t feel saved. Such thinking opens the door for you to follow a sinful way of life. You will find yourself indulging in such sins as discouragement, feeling like a failure, feeling unimportant to God or living in fear, or thinking that your life is not essential, so you go on a self-destructive course of living. It makes you feel useless or helpless in the faith.

If Satan can get you off course, then he neutralizes your life for the kingdom of God. You focus on petty issues that have no meaning in eternity. You don’t experience fellowship with God, which is your source of strength and courage through those tough times of life. You waste your life on earthly pursuits rather than eternal rewards. You work for the here and now rather than for the here-after. Lacking assurance affects the direction and quality of your Christian life significantly.

Do you feel off course? It could be that you don’t have absolute confidence in your salvation. You may claim that you are saved, but inside you don’t feel like it. You think that salvation is working for other people, but it sure isn’t functioning productively for you right now. God may be interested in other people, but you feel like no one special to God. Is that a familiar picture? If you have had such thoughts or concerns, then it is because you don’t have absolute confidence in your salvation.

Knowing you are not alone is very important. Many Christians do not progress in their faith because of their lack of full assurance. Those who struggle with assurance of their salvation find it challenging to have honest devotion to God. They lose focus on working out their salvation to become the person God wants them to be. Lack of assurance undeniably affects the direction of our life for the Lord. In turn, it also affects your relationship with God and your confidence in Him.

Are you confident that you are saved?

THERE IS NOTHING MORE calming to your soul than to have absolute assurance of salvation. Do you know for sure that if you were to die today, you would go to heaven? Do you know God’s basis for accepting you into His heaven if you stood before him this evening? Are you willing to bet all of eternity on your salvation experience? By the way, that is precisely what you are doing.

What should you do if you lack full assurance of your salvation? There are various reasons you might lack this assurance. Let’s see if you fit into one of them. 

	You might not be saved. What makes you think that you are right with God? Have you personally accepted God’s salvation on God’s terms, or have you made up your salvation that negates the realities of true salvation? It would be wise for you to examine yourself to see if you are actually saved. That’s what Paul tells us to do. “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?” 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NIV)


	Some people had told me that they think they are saved because when they were going through a difficult time, they prayed, and God miraculously answered their prayer. Maybe they prayed for safety in a difficult situation. One man told me that he was very sick, and the doctor did not give him long to live, and he prayed, and God healed him. That was the basis of his belief that he was saved. His reasoning: God wouldn’t answer his prayer if he didn’t belong to Him. The problem with that thinking is that this person benefited from God’s goodness, and it didn’t necessarily mean that he was saved. Yes, God does answer the prayers of the unsaved, so they know His goodness. (Romans 2:4) Answered prayer or a miracle in one’s life does not make anyone saved. God wants his goodness to lead you to repentance which moves you to salvation.

	Maybe there was something that you could answer in no other way than to think that God did something special for you, or He came through in a difficult situation by helping you get that new house or car or to be able to conceive and have a child. But, again, answered prayer doesn’t necessarily mean you are saved.

	Some people have had a near-death experience, and they come out of it with such a euphoric experience, and they say they are not afraid of death anymore. Some people have a glorious emotional or religious experience in their life. It may have been in a church or a religious setting in which they were deeply moved. They equate their experience with salvation. It may be glorious, but it is not necessarily salvation. Extraordinary experiences do not guarantee one a reservation in heaven. Jesus said that no one goes to heaven without a savior. (John 3:16-18, 14:6.)

	Some experienced deliverance from their addiction, and they can explain it no other way than God working in their life. Again that does not mean that they had a salvation experience to make them right with God. However, being released from their addiction allowed them to consider God with a clear mind and realize that His concern for them is genuine and wants to be in a relationship with them.

	Perhaps you walked an aisle at an invitation at church. You may have prayed a prayer for salvation, but that did not mean it with your heart. That doesn’t make you saved. I’ve heard people in counseling groups talk with seekers, and what the counselor said revealed they had little understanding of what it meant to be saved. I wondered what happened to those inquirers who came for prayer but never had salvation adequately explained. It may have been an emotional experience without the reality of salvation.


	You might be saved but living in willful sin or, as some call it, back-sliding from the faith. Believers do this. They walk away from their faith because of the allure of temptation and sin or disillusionment because God has not come through for them as they expected. They run from God in their hurt and disappointment. Perhaps they were hurt in a church split or offended by another believer. Sometimes other Christians can be thoughtless and even very rude or mean. “If that’s the way Christians are going to treat me, I want nothing to do with God or the church.” Disappointment hurts, offenses, or disillusionment have caused many to turn their back on the God who does not turn His back on His own. Thus they take their journey away from God and need to return to a relationship with God again.


Does one or some of these scenarios describe your experience? Then there is something you can do for each of these situations.


Group A – Be Sure About Your Salvation

THOSE IN GROUP A above need to make sure they are genuinely saved. I accepted Christ as my Savior around age eight but came to the assurance of salvation when I was twenty. Don’t let pride keep you from praying again to make sure you have actually trusted Christ as your savior. I go into explicit detail about each aspect of the gospel in my book, TOWN OF SALVATION.​[2] If you don’t have a good grasp of the gospel, please get this book to help you reach a fuller understanding of the gospel’s essential truths. If you have any doubts that cause you to question your salvation or make you think that you are not sure of being accepted by God, let me encourage you to pray and make sure you are right. It’s better to make sure than to stand before God empty-handed. Pride will seek to tell you that you are all right, and this is not necessary. But if you experience doubts, you should get the issue settled now. Let me take you through the significant truths you need to know and acknowledge when asking God to save you.

Gospel

	Admit you are a sinner. The Bible tells us that we have all offended God by our sin. We need salvation because we have failed God, and our good works can do nothing to gain us favor with Him. God, I am a sinner.

	Recognize that God is holy and must punish sin. The God you offended by your sinful actions, thoughts, words, and motives is a holy, sin-hating God. He is also a God who loves sinners. Because God is holy and just, He must punish our sins. In some way, sin must be punished. In the Old Testament, God required an innocent animal’s blood sacrifice to cover sin’s guilt. Jesus, the Lamb of God, is our perfect sacrifice. God’s love caused Him to become our complete sacrifice for sin. Through His great love, He invites us into a reconciled relationship with Him through salvation. God, you are holy and must punish my sin.

	Personal guilt demands your condemnation to hell. How many sins does it take to make you a sinner? The answer: only one! How many sins did it take for Adam and Eve to plunge the world into sin and, therefore, eternal condemnation? God doesn’t grade on a curve. If you sin, you are a sinner and deserve sins’ penalty. Do not justify your sin by saying that others are worse than you? Does the exceeding sinfulness of others somehow make your sin acceptable? God judges you by his standard. Matthew 5:48. “Be therefore perfect even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” God’s standard is perfection, and you have missed God’s standard. God, I am a sinner and deserve my penalty!

	Jesus died for your sin. When Jesus died on the cross, God punished Hin in your place. He made complete payment for your sin as well as for all humanity. Therefore, God, I recognize and accept that Jesus died and fully paid for all my sin.

	God offers you the gift of eternal life that you can only receive by faith. Eternal life is a relationship with God in which He fully forgives you. You then become a child of God, and he welcomes you into His home and presence for all eternity. Salvation is a gift. You can only receive it through faith. So, God, right now, by faith, I reach out to receive the gift of eternal life from you.

	Romans 10:9-13 tells us that we need to believe these truths in our hearts and acknowledge them with our mouths. The passage concludes by saying that “whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”



A prayer that includes these truths would look something like this:

“Dear God, I come to you desiring to be reconciled with you. I know that I am a sinner, and my sin has separated me from you. I deserve the full punishment for my sin. I believe Jesus died on the cross and was punished in my place. He paid my sin’s penalty in full. I accept His payment for my sin so I can be reconciled with you and become your child. I place my full faith in the finished work of Jesus on the cross. I call on you to save me from the penalty and power of my sin. Thank you for saving me. In Jesus’ name, I pray.”

Did you pray? What happened to you when you prayed? Read what Jesus said in John 5:24 “I tell you the truth; whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”


	Did you place your faith in Jesus? What does this verse say you have?

	What does this verse say about the condemnation you deserved?

	What have you gained as a result of your belief?


SOME PEOPLE MAY HAVE to revisit this prayer to remind them what they did, and others will find that once is enough. Remember, it’s not how well you said the prayer that saved you; it is God who saves. Those who honestly prayed by faith are now saved and kept secure by God. Hold Him to His word and rest in His promises.

God wants you to have confidence in your salvation. You can’t have this confidence if you question God’s full acceptance of you. Notice how 1 John 5:11-13 reinforces the truth that we have just discussed in this section “The testimony is this that God gave to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has the life. He who doesn’t have God’s Son doesn’t have the life. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”

Can you accept the simple truth of this passage? What a comfort it is that God wants us to know that we are His.

Group B—It’s Time to Build Your Faith


Those in Group B have accepted salvation, but they are not living for the Lord. If you are in this group and are saved, even though you are living in sin, you will still go to heaven when you die. Your salvation is based on the finished work of Christ, not on personal merit. We have a hard time escaping a works mentality for salvation.

Do you know what your problem is? Jesus addresses this in Revelation 3:20. In writing to the Church of Laodicea, He points out their sinful way of life and invites them to get right by returning to fellowship with Him. “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.” Have you ever noticed that when friends get together, it is not long before they sit around a table eating? There is something about eating together that gives us a relaxed atmosphere in which we can fellowship. That is what Christ is calling us to in this verse. He invites us to sit down to a meal and chew the fat. Any Christian who is living in sin needs to return to fellowship with God. (Read the whole passage Revelation 3:14-22)

If you want to get right with God after salvation, it starts by recognizing how offensive your sin is to God. Next, believers need to ascertain how vital confession of sin is in maintaining fellowship with God. 1 John 1:5-9 describes the elements in this process.

1 John 1:5.”This is the message which we have heard from Him and announce to you that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and walk in the darkness, we lie and don’t tell the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us the sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”


	1:5 states that God is light. If we want to have fellowship with this God who is light, we need to walk in the light. Light is purity without darkness or sin. There is no darkness in God. He won’t welcome us into intimate fellowship when we willfully walk in the darkness of our sin. If we want to draw close to God, we must deal with our sin. That means recognizing our sin, confessing our sin, turning from our sin, and choosing to walk in the light.

	1:6 says that we cannot have fellowship with God if we are walking in darkness. Darkness is the sin in our life. Sin is that which misses the mark of God’s standard of living as described in the Bible. We lie to ourselves if we think we can be close to God when openly and willfully live in sin. Think about it, if we are walking in the light, how can sin or darkness dwell in light and still be darkness? God does not tolerate sin.

	1:7 declares that when we walk in the light, we have fellowship with God, and in that context, He instructs us that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from sin. Walking in the light does not mean we are perfect but that we are walking according to the light we know and are avoiding sin and seeking to honor God. We confess sin when we do fail God. We value God’s word to guide us, and we learn to walk in the power of God’s Spirit.

	1:8 reveals that we lie to ourselves when we think we live without sin. We must all recognize and deal with our sins. None of us is without sin.

	1:9 explains how to walk in the light. It starts by informing us that we need to confess our sins. To confess means that we name our sin. With what sins do you struggle? Common sins are lust, lying, adultery, fear, gossip, greed, bitterness, and refusing to forgive. These are sins with which all people struggle. Then it tells us God’s response to the confession of our sins. He is faithful. That means He will always keep His word and respond appropriately when we acknowledge our sin. There is never a time that He won’t faithfully forgive your confession of sin. Next, He tells us that He is righteous/just. He forgives you based on the finished work of Jesus on the cross, which totally satisfies his sense of justice. So completely has Jesus made the payment for your sins that God can find no cause for any accusation against you. He will forgive us our sins. It does not say, “He might, or He usually forgives.” It says He will forgive us. But there is more. When we confess our known sins, this verse points out that he cleanses us from all unrighteousness. That means that all those other offensive things you don’t even realize you are doing are thoroughly cleansed from your slate. In other words, there is nothing that hinders our fellowship with God.



Read on in 1 John 2:1-6 and see how else God wants you to live as you walk in the light.

1 John 1 tells you how you are to treat your sin every time you fail. Learn to deal with your sin in this manner each time immediately until it is your regular habit. Don’t justify or excuse your sin; admit it and confess it immediately. Never stop obeying this teaching of walking in the light and confessing your sins to dispel the darkness. Never stop accepting God’s complete and total forgiveness that brings you back into fellowship every time.

It is not only essential to confess your sins but also to accept God’s forgiveness. This response allows you to move on in your faith, for it prevents sin from having power over you.

Confession is not enough to cause you to grow, but it prepares the soil to allow you to grow in your faith. We must also live in a relationship with God. Make sure you do those things that help you grow. Get involved in a good Bible-believing and teaching church if you are not already in one. Attend church regularly. Don’t allow excuses to keep you away. Read your Bible with understanding. Learn how to pray biblically. Use your spiritual gift to serve the church. Give your finances regularly to your church. Establish good Christian friends so you can enjoy the journey together. Having a good friend base helps you stay on course, encourages you through your difficulties in life, and keeps you accountable for your actions.

I could say much more, but I trust you get the idea. The key to this section is that you need to be sure you are actually saved and then maintain an open avenue of fellowship with God through daily confession of sin and the acceptance of God’s total forgiveness as you live for Him.


Eternal Security


Eternal security is an issue that comes under a lot of controversy between Christians. Some Christians believe the Bible teaches a believer can lose their salvation. I believe the Bible teaches eternal security. If you don’t, I ask you to at least consider the following. Allow the Holy Spirit the opportunity to either confirm your belief or change your mind.

Eternal security means that once a person receives salvation, they are eternally secure until they come into God’s presence. If we have everlasting life, then it is logical that it lasts for eternity. Those who believe we can lose salvation say we have “conditional eternal life,” which is a term found nowhere in scripture Salvation is not a kick-start in the right direction and then turned over to us to maintain by our faithfulness and good works.

The words of Jesus are powerful in declaring our security: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” John 10:28-30 NIV. Where is the source of eternal life? It is in the giver of life, and Jesus is declaring these words. Where does Jesus then turn our focus? It is our security. Notice the various ways Jesus declares this truth.

Some minimize the truth of eternal security with this phrase, “Once saved, always saved, and it matters not what you do.” They claim it is a license to sin, so that is their primary basis for ignoring the truth of security. I’ve never heard or read such a thing taught in churches that believe in eternal security. Instead, they spend more time talking about the fact we are to be a holy people. Perhaps a better saying is, “Once saved, always saved, and it changes what you do.”

We find this teaching throughout the epistles. God calls us to a new life in salvation, and it will accompany everyone who has the life of Christ. Notice the teaching of these two verses: “And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” 2 Cor. 5:15, 17 (NIV)

Not every person who makes a profession of faith is actually saved. We don’t know the heart of every person who makes a profession of faith. A person who goes off and lives in continual sin without guilt does not show the fruit of salvation. Not everyone who says “Lord, Lord” shall enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 7:21-23) John recognized the empty professors of faith when he spoke in 1 John 2:19 “They went out from us, but they didn’t belong to us; for if they had belonged to us, they would have continued with us. But they left, that they might be revealed that none of them belong to us.”

One of the things that people who don’t believe in eternal security fail to grasp fully is the grace part of salvation.​[3] It almost sounds like they say that if one gets saved by grace, they can fall from grace and lose their salvation by their sins or lack of good works.​[4] Those who deny eternal security teach salvation by grace but not that God keeps us saved by grace. Neither do they define how much a person has to sin to lose their salvation. Some say that persistent willful sin is what separates the believer from God. They fail to grasp that all sin is willful and often persistent. That is what the person who lives in fear or refuses to forgive others is doing.

What is grace? It is unmerited favor. God gives us something we cannot earn or deserve in any way. Salvation by grace is an undeserved gift that comes apart from our merit.​[5] If we don’t earn salvation through good works, how can we lose our salvation because of our lack of good works? When works become the basis of acceptance, then salvation is no longer grace-based.

These verses need to be seriously studied when considering eternal security.

Ephesians 2:8-9 “for by grace you have been saved through faith and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God not of works that no one would boast.” The basis for salvation is that we gain it by grace through faith, and we cannot change God’s terms. This teaching always has to be followed to understand the basis of salvation. Our method of salvation, which is by grace, doesn’t change after we are saved. Grace means that works never have any part in gaining or maintaining salvation. We are not only saved by grace but kept saved by God’s grace. Our good works or lack of sins are evidence of salvation but offer nothing to maintaining our saved status. The following verses affirm this teaching.

“Therefore, we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” Romans 3:28

Paul wants there to be no mistake in how we understand grace and works when thinking about salvation. “And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise, work is no longer work.” Romans 11:6. We can’t pick and choose how to be saved. Salvation is not by grace today and works tomorrow. If our salvation is by grace in the beginning, it will be consistent and finish that way.

“This only would I learn of you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now made perfect by the flesh?” Galatians 3:2-3 (KJ21) Paul calls believers foolish who think they can keep their salvation through their good works once saved by faith.

The following verses are essential in considering the teaching of eternal security. I will share personal commentary with some of them.


Romans 8


Romans chapter 8 is a keystone chapter to consider when seeking an understanding of the basis or security in salvation.

8:1 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (NIV). There is now no condemnation upon the believer in Christ. I like the word “now”; we are free of condemnation now and forevermore. Why is that? Jesus Christ so fully paid our sin’s penalty that God cannot find any reason to bring any accusation against the believer. Every believer is positionally in Christ Jesus. That puts us in a place where God’s wrath has already fallen. We are as acceptable to God as is Christ Jesus; see 2 Corinthians 5:21. We have a positional​[6] standing before God. Every believer is in Christ Jesus and is as secure as Christ is in a relationship with the Father.

Is exemption from condemnation only until the believer willfully sins? Did you know that God doesn’t provide forgiveness for sin for the believer after salvation to retain salvation? That’s because God fully forgives the believer. All passages that deal with forgiveness after salvation deal with maintaining our fellowship with God.

If you think that 1 John 1:9 is the provision for salvation’s forgiveness, then you are wrong. The context of 1 John 1:4-10 is speaking about the believer’s fellowship with God. Fellowship and son-ship are two different issues. In this category of fellowship, you also have to place the teaching of Christ in Matthew 6:14-15 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you don’t forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” You can’t have fellowship with a forgiving God if you refuse to forgive.

One last thought about having no condemnation involves the teaching of Jesus. In John 10:28, Jesus says He gives eternal life to those who belong to him “...and they shall never perish.” Also, in John 3:16, Jesus says that whoever believes on Him “shall not perish.” Finally, in John 5:24, Jesus says that when we believe, we shall not come into condemnation. To not perish means we have no condemnation.

8: 14-17 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are children of God. For you didn’t receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God; and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if indeed we suffer with him, that we may also be glorified with him.”

All believers are God’s children. That shows a strong connection and relationship with God. We are members of God’s family. That puts us in a privileged position. First, we call God Abba. That is a familiar, intimate term meaning father or daddy. Second, the Spirit testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. He only speaks the truth. Third, we learn that we are heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ. God shares all He has with us. That tells us that God fully accepts us. People only share their most precious possession with those they love and to whom they have committed themselves. Family is an exceptional bond that all believers have with God, no matter what maturity level they have reached in life.

8:30-32 “Whom he predestined, those he also called. Whom he called, those he also justified. Whom he justified, those he also glorified. What then shall we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who didn’t spare his own Son but delivered Him up for us all, how would he not also with him freely give us all things?”

It is God who justifies, not our good works or commitment to live for God to gain our sincerity. This teaching informs us that God is for us. How can He be for us if He cannot fully accept us? God knows our sinfulness and its control over us, but as we work through our struggles in life, we must never forget that God is on our side and for us. The basis of God accepting us is the complete payment Jesus made for every one of our sins when He died on the cross. Our good life and faithfulness cannot pay for our sins that have already been paid for by Christ.

8:33-34 “Who could bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, yes rather, who was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.”

No one can bring any legal charge against YOU that will hold water because God has justified you. Justify means “to declare or pronounce one to be just, righteous, or such as he ought to be.” Justification is declared righteousness, not an earned righteousness. Who is it that justifies you to the satisfaction of God’s holy and just demand? It is God Himself. Do you think he will allow any loopholes by which we can get away from Him?

Who can condemn you? God the Son, who is our sacrifice and he was raised from the dead, prays for us. He is ever alive to protect us and keep us secure. Therefore, even the accusations​[7] and condemnations of Satan are impotent to separate you from God. No one can bring any condemnation against you because Jesus Christ has already covered all your bases, so there is no way you will come under condemnation from God.

Let me divert you for a moment to an important passage. John 10:28 “I give eternal life to them. They will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.” Who gives the life? God gives us life; never is the method mentioned as the basis of our works. When are they eligible to perish? Who keeps them secure in God’s hand? Even in our rebellion, is our will stronger than God’s hand? Is He incapable of keeping us secure? Remember, His love for us is His motivating force to keep us secure. Is God able to let go of a child that He has redeemed? Do you want to try to open the all-powerful hand of God? When thinking of a believer being in the hand of God, compare that to a screaming child telling his parents that he hates them and wants to run out into traffic. The parent firmly holds the child’s hand and does not allow them to get away. Is God less powerful than our earthly parents in being able to keep a hold on us?

8:38-39 “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able [8]to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Paul understands how people look for loopholes, so he tries to think of every possible scenario in this world that people can think of that might cause them to become separated from God. Fortunately, Paul can’t think of anything else that will separate the believer from the love of Christ.

I like this passage because it declares more than the fact that there is nothing that can separate us from God, but we cannot be separated from a God who loves us. It is not a cold contract by which God protects us, but it is His love that holds us secure. Our relationship with God is absolutely secure because He is committed to us in love. Nothing can separate us from that love, not even our sinful efforts.

It would benefit us to think of the prodigal son’s father, and the lesson taught there about how our heavenly Father receives a child back into fellowship.​[9] He let his boy go with his share of the family wealth. The father knew the sinful way of life his son would choose. He also felt the profound rejection of his son leaving. The young man was still his son when he turned his back on the family, and he was still his son while he was pursuing pleasure, and still his father’s son when he decided to return. When the son came home, the father did not lecture him and humiliate him but instead welcomed the son back freely into fellowship. To show how thrilled he was that his son returned, he threw a party. There are many lessons in this parable, but I think this shows that God doesn’t give up on us and how freely he welcomes his child back into fellowship. He is so delighted. He throws a party to celebrate our return into fellowship.

These few verses we considered remind us that salvation is God’s work, not our effort. Our efforts did not gain us salvation. We received salvation as an absolutely free gift when we came to God through saving faith. It’s true that once we become a believer, God wants us to work out our salvation​[10] (not work for our salvation but work because of our salvation) and experience the new life we have in Christ.​[11] He will discipline his child to get their attention to do right, but such discipline does not mean that he disowns us. As the passage says, “He disciplines us because He loves us.” (Hebrews 12:6-13)


Milton Vincent’s story


Milton Vincent, in his book “A Gospel Primer,​[12]” talks about his life. Even after ten years in the ministry, he was still struggling with these thoughts. “My problem was that I couldn’t seem to figure out how to stay in the good favor of the God who saved me. I labored most of my life to maintain my justified status before God, and I was constantly frustrated in my attempts to do so. The “God” I believed in was frequently angry with me. When I came into His presence to make right some wrong, His arms were tightly folded, and His eyes were slow to meet mine. I imagined an angry look on His face, and it was always up to me to figure out some way to mollify Him.”

“I figured that if I beat myself up sufficiently in His presence, or pled with Him long enough, or just waited a few hours to put a little distance between me and my sin, and then He might warm to me again. This view of God would work for a short while, but eventually, the sheer quantity of times I failed God would reach a threshold where I was convinced that He was fed up with me. I also grew weary of always falling out of His favor and having to confess or work my way back into His good graces. Exhausted from such efforts, I would eventually give up trying to relate to God at all.”

“I operated this way through college and seminary, even though the first decade of my ministry as a pastor.” Finally, he relates how he came to a crisis place that drove him to the Word of God. It was Romans 5, to be precise. There he started to grasp the truth of justification. “My soul was stirred by the inspired triumph of a man who rejoiced in rather than worried about his justified status before God. This justification brought him into a gracious standing with God that was accomplished and always maintained by Jesus Christ.”

I am convinced that many Christians have these same kinds of concerns to one degree or another, as did Pastor Vincent. He recognized the importance of salvation’s fundamental doctrines played an essential part in being at rest in his relationship with God. When we have the assurance of absolute acceptance by God, we can face anything life throws at us. Every Christian needs this confidence.


How God Views You


In my book, “Keys to Christian Growth: Your Faith: Lived - Shared - Defended,​[13] I share, what I call, the Believer’s Benefit Package in salvation. This list shows the details of what God does for us to make each believer secure in salvation. This list is a declaration of God’s commitment to us and our relationship with Him and uses different commentary. I present these benefits and references for your further study. Lewis Sperry Chafer, in his Systematic Theology, calls these the” Riches of Divine Grace.”

Think about each of these benefits God gives to you. God provided them to make you secure in our faith; He bestows on every believer each one of these benefits at the moment of salvation. We earn none of these, but all are given freely to every one of His children. He does not give some believers more benefits than others. Spiritual gifts vary, but these




	Every believer is a member of the body of Christ 1 Corinthians 12:13. If you trusted Christ as your Savior, then you belong to God. “I belong to God.”

	Every believer is a member of the family of God. John 1:12. We are not just a citizen of heaven but also a member of God’s family with all the benefits. “I’m a member of God’s family with all rights and privileges.”

	Every believer is a son or daughter of God. Romans 8:16; Galatians 3:26. “I am a child of God.”

	Every believer is adopted. Galatians 4:4-6. This action gives us a place of position in the family business of heaven. “God gives us authority in his rule over creation.”

	Every believer is cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ. Ephesians 1:7. It’s not your works or efforts that make you acceptable, but the blood of Christ. God equally accepts every believer because of Christ. “God accepts me because of Jesus.”

	Every believer is fully forgiven. Colossians 1:14, 2:13, 1 John 2:12. God forgives you so fully that not even He can find a reason to bring a just accusation against you. “I am totally forgiven.”

	Every believer has been redeemed from the slave market of sin and set free through the precious blood of Jesus. 1 Peter 1:18-19. God freed you from the stranglehold of sin so you can be free to live a holy life, pleasing to God. “I’m redeemed from the penalty and power of sin.”

	Every believer is reconciled with God. 2 Corinthians 5:19-20. All the differences that separated you are made right. Reconciliation brings you into fellowship with God. “I have a relationship with God to enjoy.”

	Every believer has been regenerated. Life and the divine nature are imparted to each one. Titus 3:5. (c.f. John 3:3) It is the impartation of a new life, God’s life in us. We were dead in the flesh but now made alive. “I have new life.”

	Every believer has been glorified. Romans 8:30, “those he justified, he also glorified.” To be glorified is to experience the fullness of being conformed to the image of Christ, as mentioned in V. 29. Paul uses the aorist tense, meaning that God accomplished and guaranteed your glorification at the moment of salvation. In His eyes, it is as good as fulfilled. “God has glorified me.”

	Every believer has been made near or brought close to God by the blood of Jesus. Ephesians 2:13. There are times you may feel far from God, but the truth is that he has snuggled up to you because of reconciliation. “God likes me.”

	Every believer has been accepted in the beloved. Ephesians 1:6. Never are you accepted because of your good works. God accepts you in Christ Jesus because of His finished work on the cross. “God accepts me as fully as He accepts Christ.”

	Every believer is a citizen of heaven. Philippians 3:20. That is a present-tense reality, not just a future hope. “Heaven is my home.”

	Every believer has been justified or declared fully righteous. Romans 5:9. To be declared righteous is God’s pronouncement of your standing before Him. It is not an earned position by your works. “I stand complete before God.”

	Every believer is a royal priest. 1 Peter 2:9. That means that God calls you to offer praise, petition, and prayers for yourself and others. “I will be faithful in worship and service.”

	Every believer has been chosen in Him before the foundation of the world. Ephesians 1:4. You and salvation were not an afterthought for God. “My relationship with God is not an afterthought but planned.”

	Every believer is already seated in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. Ephesians 1:3. God already sees you as part of His heavenly realm. “God sees me now in a place of honor just as I will be in heaven.”

	Every believer possesses everlasting life. John 3:36; John 6:47; 1 John 5:11-13. Eternal life doesn’t begin at your death when you enter heaven but is yours now. It is a quality of life God wants you to enjoy on earth. “I have new life.”

	Every believer is a saint. Romans 1:7. God has already set you apart as His child. God has made you holy (saint) and is eager for you to cooperate with the Holy Spirit to make it a reality. “I choose to live like a saint.”

	Every believer has been baptized into Christ. Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. The Holy Spirit placed you “in Christ” when you placed your faith in Him. “I am in Christ, which is a very safe place.”

	Every believer is free from condemnation. Romans 8:1; Romans 5:9. Condemnation comes from unforgiven sins. Christ paid for all of our sins, and you are incapable of paying for any of your sins. In salvation, Jesus, your substitute, paid for your sins, thus making you perfect before God and free from all condemnation. “God will bring NO condemnation against me when I stand before Him.”

	Every believer is inseparable from the Love of God. Romans 8:38-39. Love is the strongest motivation, and God’s love for you is so strong, there is nothing or nobody that He will allow to separate you from Him. “I am secure, and nothing can separate me from His love.”

	Every believer is sanctified. 1 Corinthians. 1:2. You are set apart from the world and given the ability to become like God (holy) in the way you live and face life. “I don’t have to live like the world.” I choose to live a heavenly life on earth.”

	Every Believer is the Temple of God. 1 Corinthians 3:16; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. This truth should have a dynamic effect on your life. Temple is a reference to the Holy of Holies in which God personally and continually dwelt. Think about how different you act when certain people are around you. Now think about the fact that you are the Temple of God, and God hears your every thought, motive, and word and sees all you do. He also understands your situation and is there to help and guide you through whatever comes along. Allow this truth to affect your words, thoughts, and actions. “God lives IN me.”

	Every believer is sealed with the Holy Spirit of Promise. 2 Corinthians. 1:22; Ephesians 1:13-14. A seal is a mark of ownership. In the old west, a brand was placed on a cow to show that it belonged to a particular person. The Holy Spirit is in you to show that you belong to God, and no one can remove Him from your life. “The Spirit secures me for eternity.”

	Every believer is a new Creation in Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:17. God made you so you could live a different life. You are in the world, but not of the world, so your calling is to live a heavenly life in this sinful world. “Spirit, help me to be aware of your leading so I can live this new life.”

	Every Believer is Christ’s purchased possession. Ephesians 1:13-14. Do you think of yourself as belonging to God? You are not your own but belong to God. How will you live your life differently, knowing that you belong to God? “I belong to God.”

	Every believer is a Child of light. Ephesians 5:8. God is light, and in Him, there is no darkness at all. We are children of the One who is light, and that must affect the way we live. Refuse to live in darkness. “Lord, help me to be a light to the world.”

	Every believer is made complete in Him. Colossians 2:10. Do you wonder if you are acceptable enough? God provides everything needed to make us entirely acceptable in His sight. “God gave me a salvation that is perfectly complete.”

	Every believer has an eternal inheritance. Hebrews 9:15. God wants you to know that you are wanted and important to Him. “I’m in God’s will.”

	Every believer is an heir of God. Romans 8:17. If you had $10,000 to give away, to who would give it? A stranger, an enemy, or a person you love and value? God shares everything He has, not only with you but with all of His children. He fully accepts us and shares all He has with us. “God withholds nothing from me.”

	Every believer is a joint heir with Christ. Romans 8:17. A joint heir means all His children share equally. That means all Christ has, in all of heaven and creation, He shares with you. Isn’t that the greatest? “Jesus shares everything He has with me.”

	Every believer is a gift from God to Christ. John 17:6; Ephesians 1:18. Read these verses: How does it grab you that the Father — God Almighty gave you to the Son? What are the implications of that truth? “I have been given to Christ by God the Father.”

	Every believer is an ambassador of Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:20. To be an ambassador means that he has entrusted His authority to us to represent Him to the world. He is confident enough in the completeness of our salvation He provided for us that he gives us authority in this world. “I am Christ’s ambassador.”


Affirming Statements of Security and God’s Provision


I will believe and speak about myself the same things that God says about me.





[image: ]

















d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
Helps For






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png
-

-

-

7O





d2d_images/scene_break.png





