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Children are naturally curious about the world around them, and
 curiosity is a powerful motivation for reading. Studies show that
 informational reading is critical to success in school. National
 Geographic Kids Readers allow you to feed your children’s interests
 and create readers who not only can read, but also want to read!

To sustain children’s excitement about reading, we have created a
 special program called NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS SUPER READERS.
 As kids read each National Geographic Kids Reader, they cross
 off its picture on a free National Geographic Kids Super Readers
 poster that parents can download from natgeokids.com/superreaders.




Throughout the process, kids and parents go to the website and
 download specially designated prizes that reward their effort. Kids
 can have even more reading fun online, with lively book-related
 activities, quizzes and games, fascinating excerpts, and sneak
 previews of upcoming books.

The National Geographic Kids Super Readers program appeals to
 kids’ love of accomplishment while providing them with incentives
 to keep reading. When the reading experience is fun, children learn
 more and achieve more. What could be better than that?




Sincerely,

Mariam Jean Dreher
Professor of Reading Education
University of Maryland, College Park
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For Brady—R. D.
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The naked mole rat can live more than 30 years,
 longer than any other rodent species.




There are more than 2,200 rodent
 species on Earth today, and scientists
 are still discovering new species.




Sometimes mice squeak
 at a frequency so high that
 humans can’t hear it.




The Inca kept guinea pigs
 as pets more than 3,000
 years ago in Peru.




Beavers make a
 goo that smells
 like vanilla.




The town of Olney,
 Illinois, U.S.A., is
 known as “the home
 of the white squirrels.”




Some newborn mice, called
 pinkies, are so tiny they
 could fit in a bottle cap.




The house mouse usually lives near
 humans and can be found on every
 continent except Antarctica.




Prairie dogs live in communities called dog
 towns, each with hundreds of members.




Porcupines are born
 with soft quills,
 which harden
 after a few days.
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Although it’s
 not common,
 rats can swim up
 into toilets.




A mouse
 can eat 15
 to 20 times
 a day.




Flying squirrels have   
parachute-like skin flaps that
help them glide through    
the air from tree to tree.    




Guinea pigs “popcorn,”
 or rapidly run and jump
 around, when they’re
 happy and healthy.




Vangunu giant rats—
recently discovered in
 the Solomon Islands—
eat coconuts.




Gerbils “thump”
 their back legs to
 warn other gerbils
 of possible danger.




The three-foot-long Indian giant squirrel has fur in shades of black, brown, orange, maroon, and purple.




The Patagonian mara
 can run at speeds of
 28 miles an hour.




There are 18 species of
 hamsters, but only five
 are kept as pets.




Guinea pigs can walk
 immediately after
 they’re born.




The agouti (ah-GOO-tee) is the
 only animal that can crack open
 a Brazil nut with its teeth.




The African spiny
 mouse can shed its
 tail skin to escape
 a predator.




Chinchillas roll around
 in dust from volcanoes
 to stay clean.




Capybaras are
 social animals
 and get along with
 many other species,
 including birds,
 turtles, and monkeys.




A female house mouse can give birth
 to 10 litters a year, usually with five
 to seven young in each litter.
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By digging
 tunnels, PRAIRIE
 DOGS MIX UP SOIL,
 which helps
 plants grow.
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Rodents are real-life superheroes of the
 animal kingdom. Prairie dogs help keep
 soil healthy. Beavers build dams that form
 new habitats. Rats even detect disease,
 which helps save human lives.

About 40 percent of all mammals are
 rodents. Mammals are warm-blooded
 animals with hair. They give birth to live
 young and nurse their babies
 with milk.




Rats can swim
 for THREE DAYS
 STRAIGHT.
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