

  	
	    
	      Also by Steve Fulton

	    

      
	    
          
	      College Football Blueblood Series

          
        
          
	          Yea Alabama! History of Alabama Crimson Tide Football

          
        
          
	          War Eagle! History of Auburn Tigers Football

          
        
          
	          Tiger Rag! History of Clemson Tigers Football

          
        
          
	          The Orange and Blue! History of Florida Gators Football

          
        
          
	          Garnet and Gold! History of Florida State Seminoles Football

          
        
          
	          Bulldog Nation! History of Georgia Bulldogs Football

          
        
          
	          Geaux Tigers! History of LSU Tigers Football

          
        
          
	          "Hurricane Rising" History of Miami Hurricanes Football

          
        
          
	          Hail to the Victors! History of Michigan Wolverines Football

          
        
          
	          Go Big Red! History of Nebraska Cornhuskers Football

          
        
          
	          Onward to Victory! History of Notre Dame Fighting Irish Football

          
        
          
	          The Scarlet and Gray! History of The Ohio State Buckeyes Football

          
        
          
	          Boomer Sooner! History of Oklahoma Sooners Football

          
        
          
	          Happy Valley! History of Penn State Nittany Lions Football

          
        
          
	          Fight On! History of USC Trojans Football

          
        
          
	          Rocky Top! History of Tennessee Volunteers Football

          
        
          
	          Hook em' Horns - History of Texas Longhorns Football

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      College Football Legacy Series

          
        
          
	          "Ole Miss" History of Mississippi Rebels Football

          
        
          
	          "Gig 'em" History of Texas A&M Aggies Football

          
        
          
	          "The Blue and Gold" History of UCLA Bruins Football

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      College Football Patriot Series

          
        
          
	          Black Knights of the Hudson - History of Army Football

          
        
          
	          Navy Blue and Gold - History of Navy Midshipmen Football

          
        
          
	          Wild Blue Yonder! History of Air Force Falcons Football

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      MLB Series

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Does Sparkle – “The Playoffs” {Part I – 1946-1999}

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Does Sparkle – “The Playoffs” {Part II 2000-present}

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Sparkles More..."The World Series"

          
        
          
	          10,000 Memories...History of the Minnesota Twins

          
        
          
	          “Bronx Bombers” History of the New York Yankees

          
        
          
	          “Dodger Blue” History of the Los Angeles Dodgers

          
        
          
	          "The Sawx" History of the Boston Red Sox

          
        
          
	          "The Fightin' Phil's" History of the Philadelphia Phillies

          
        
          
	          The Metropolitans! History of the New York Mets Baseball Team

          
        
          
	          The Halos! History of the Los Angeles Angels

          
        
          
	          Wrigleyville - History of the Chicago Cubs

          
        
          
	          “Redbird Nation”  History of the St. Louis Cardinals Baseball Team

          
        
          
	          "The Midsummer Classic" History of Major League Baseball's All-Star Game

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      NFL Series

          
        
          
	          "America's Team" History of the Dallas Cowboys

          
        
          
	          "The Green and Gold" History of the Green Bay Packers

          
        
          
	          Purple Glory-History of the Minnesota Vikings

          
        
          
	          Steeler Nation! Complete History of the Pittsburgh Steelers

          
        
          
	          The Green & Silver! History of the Philadelphia Eagles

          
        
          
	          "Hail to the Chiefs" History of the Kansas City Chiefs

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! Complete History of Pro Football Playoffs {Part I - 1932-1999}

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! Complete History of Pro Football Playoffs {Part II - 2000-present}

          
        
          
	          History of the American Football League {1960-1969}

          
        
          
	          "Bills Nation" History of the Buffalo Bills

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Glorious Games of the Past"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Trophy Games"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Rivalry Games"

          
        
          
	          College Football "Memorable plays and Memorable moments"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Bowl Games of the 20th Century"

          
        
          
	          College Football Memorable Plays and Memorable Moments

          
        
          
	          College Football "Glorious Games of the Past"

          
        
          
	          College Football History - Rivalry Games

          
        
          
	          College Football History - Trophy Games

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Sparkles More - The World Series

          
        
          
	          "Golden Memories" - History of Minnesota Gophers Football

          
        
          
	          10,000 Memories...History of the Minnesota Twins

          
        
          
	          Purple Glory-History of the Minnesota Vikings

          
        
          
	          "We are the Champions" - College Football's National Champions

          
        
          
	          Memorable Plays and Memorable Moments

          
        
          
	          College Football "Glorious Games of the Past"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Rivalry games"

          
        
          
	          College Football History "Trophy Games"

          
        
          
	          College Football Bowl Games of the 21st Century - Part I {2000-2010}

          
        
          
	          College Football Bowl Games of the 21st Century - Part II {2011-2020}

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! Complete History of Pro Football Playoffs {Part I - 1932-1999}

          
        
          
	          Playoffs! Complete History of Pro Football Playoffs {Part II - 2000-present}

          
        
          
	          "Golden Memories" - History of Minnesota Gophers Football

          
        
          
	          "We are the Champions" - College Football's National Champions

          
        
          
	          Every Diamond Does Sparkle..."The Playoffs"

          
        
          
	          2025 College Football Handicapping Bible

          
        
          
	          2025 FCS College Football Bible

          
        
          
	          2025 Pro Football Handicapping Bible

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Steve Fulton’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


Every Diamond Does Sparkle – “The Playoffs”

{Part II 2000-present}

{7th Edition}

Text Copyright © 2025 by Steve’s Football Bible, LLC

Information in this book is for educational and entertainment purposes

Sources: Wikipedia, Baseball Almanac, MLB.com, www.sabr.com, www.thisgreatgame.com, ESPN.com

ISBN: 9-798215542-60-6

––––––––
[image: ]


Disclaimer: This book is not authorized or approved by any Baseball team or league

Make sure you read the companion book ‘Every Diamond Sparkles More...” The World Series”’, available at www.stevesfootballbible.com.

[image: A book cover of a baseball stadium

Description automatically generated]

Page | 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​​Dedication

[image: ]


This book is dedicated to all Baseball fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who plain love the game of Baseball. Whether you played the game or not does not matter. To all the guys I grew up with and played baseball with as well as all the players, coaches, and fellow umpires I have known throughout the years, this one’s for you!!  I hope everyone enjoys it.

One of the biggest influences on me was my High School Baseball Coach, Neil Pierce. We shared the same love for baseball and its history. We talked more about the history of the game than the strategy of the game when I played for him. I know of no one who loves the game more than Coach Pierce. Thanks Coach!

Steve Fulton
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I was honored to be asked to write the forward for this book by one of my past players. I was the varsity baseball coach at Alden-Conger High School for thirty three years and was fortunate to be elected to the Minnesota High School Coaches Baseball Hall of Fame.

I was Steve Fulton's high school coach for all four years of his high school career. He was a fine player and a real student of the game. He had a profound knowledge and a fine appreciation for the great game of baseball. We would often talk about baseball teams and players from the past and about the history of the game. He would ask me about my experiences as a player in college, town ball, and the time I batted against Satchel Paige. Steve has spent the past few decades being involved in baseball as a player, coach, and a long time umpire at all levels. He is highly thought of as a baseball umpire and is asked back year after year to umpire youth tournaments in Cooperstown, New York. Steve is truly a baseball scholar and certainly, without a doubt, the most knowledgeable player that I coached in my thirty three years as a high school baseball coach.

This book as well as the companion book (Every Diamond Sparkles More – The World Series) takes you back in time and covers every Playoff series in Baseball’s rich history. From highlights as Bobby Thomson’s “Shot Heard round the World” in the 1951 National League tie-breaker series to the 2020 Minnesota Twins setting a playoff futility record by losing 18 straight playoff games, this book has it all. Enjoy the read!

––––––––
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Neil Pierce

Minnesota High School Coaches Baseball Hall of Fame.
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​Introduction
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Baseball. The great American game. America’s National Past Time. It is the only game where there is no time limit. It has been played for ages, during WWI, WWII, Korean War, Vietnam War, and the current day’s conflicts. Knowing the history of the game makes it easy to continue a conversation with all generations. It is a family game that everyone can enjoy, whether playing it in the backyard with friends or at a family BBQ or taking in a Major League or Minor League game or even a local high school, college, or local amateur team. Anyone can play but you do not need to have played to enjoy the game. Yogi Berra once said, “Baseball is ninety percent mental, the other half is physical.”  The uniqueness of many of the Ballparks makes it different from any other sport. It is a game of strategy whether as a pitcher, batter, baserunner, or manager. The best thing about baseball is it is played during the warm months of Spring, Summer, and early Fall.

My love of baseball began at an early age. My Dad took me to my Twins first game when I was 4 or 5 years old at the old Metropolitan Stadium. I remember we went with one of his good friends, Orville Hoeg, and his son Robert. I got lost coming back from the concession stand, but “Bobby” must have been looking out for me and grabbed me and got me back to our seats. Then there were the Twins making the World Series in 1965 and how big a deal that was. For my 7th birthday, my Dad took me to the Twins game with a few of my friends. That day the Twins hit five home runs in one inning, a record that still stands. There have been many games attended since then with family and friends. The greatest thrill was attending the 1987 ALCS and World Series, the year the Twins won their first World Series Championship.

[image: ]Inside you will read about every game in Baseball Playoffs history. It is a long and glorious one, full of colorful characters and unique plays that is rooted deep in American culture. As Yogi Berra once said, “Love is the most important thing in the world, but baseball is pretty good too.”  A book like this should be in every library for kids and adults to read about this great game.

[image: ]Throughout the book you will see games highlighted with a  . These signify games that many so-called experts, historians, media members, as well as me, deem to be some of the greatest games in Baseball Playoffs history. If you do not agree with all the choices, then publish your own darn book!! 

––––––––
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Steve Fulton

​
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	This book will cover all Postseason playoff games starting with the 2000 season. To read about the history of the World Series, see my companion book, Every Diamond Sparkle Mores... “The World Series.”

1969–1993:

Two rounds

In 1969, both leagues expanded to twelve teams, which made it more difficult to compete for a league championship because there were more teams competing for the AL and NL pennants. In addition, a team would play other clubs in its own region of the country more than clubs in the rest of the country, creating an unbalanced schedule that in some years could give a team from one region an advantage in fighting for a single pennant. To remedy this, and imitating the other major sports' long-standing playoff traditions, Major League Baseball split each league into Eastern and Western divisions, creating four divisions overall and no worse than a sixth-place finish for any team in any division until later expansions in 1977 and 1993. This created a new postseason round, which was dubbed the League Championship Series (LCS), a best-of-five series. In 1985 the LCS was expanded to a best-of-seven series.

Under this system, it was possible for one of the best teams in a league to be left out of the postseason if it did not win its division. Most notably, in 1993, the Atlanta Braves and San Francisco Giants finished with the two best records in the majors, with 104 and 103 wins, respectively. However, since both teams played in the National League West, the Giants missed the postseason by a single game.

The baseball players' strike of 1981 uniquely—for this era—added another round to the postseason. Because the strike split the season into two equal halves, the division winners of each half of the 1981 season first met in a best-of-five Division Series. The winners of the division series then progressed to the league championship series, with the remainder of the postseason following a similar format to other years in this era.

1994–2011: Three rounds

Major League Baseball went through a realignment in 1994, when both the American and National leagues expanded to three divisions: Eastern, Central, and Western. To avoid a playoff with an odd number of divisional winners, the league added a wild card playoff spot to each league, imitating the original post-merger NFL system. The wild card for each league would be the team with the best record that did not win their division, eliminating a circumstance where a team with the second-best record in the entire league would miss the playoff because of not winning its division. This new format doubled the postseason contenders in each league from two to four, and from four teams overall to eight. The addition of a second wild card spot occurred in 2012.

The additional teams meant another elimination round was necessary. This new round would become the new first round of the postseason, the best-of-five Division Series. This term had first been used for the extra round required in 1981 due to the "split-season" scheduling anomaly following the midseason baseball players strike. This format was in place for the 1994 season, but that year's players' strike canceled the postseason. The format was realized on the field in 1995.

Under this format, in the two Divisional Series, the wild card team played the divisional champion outside its own division that had the better record, with the remaining two teams playing each other in the second Division Series for each league. The two Division Series winners from each league go on to play each other in the League Championship Series. As with the previous postseason format, the winners of each League Championship Series met in the World Series.

2012–present: Expanded wild card

Under this format, a second wild card team has been added to each league, i.e., the team with the second- highest win total in each league among non-division winners. The two wild card teams play in a one-game playoff after the end of the regular season, with the winner advancing to the Division Series. The divisional champions qualify for the Division Series just as in the previous format; however, under the expanded wild card format the winner of the one- game wild card playoff faces the top-seeded divisional champion in the Division Series, regardless of whether the two teams are in the same division, while the second- and third-seeded divisional champions play each other in the other Division Series. The format for placement in the League Championship Series and World Series remains.


League Championship Series

[image: ]Each league have home field, with the least-winning divisional winner and the wild card does not have home field. The Division Series used a 2–3 format until 1998 and now uses a 2–2–1 format. This is seen as a fairer distribution of home-field advantage because previously under the 2-3 format, the team hosting the first two games had absolutely no chance of winning the series at home. With the current 2-2-1 format however, both teams have the home-field advantage in a sense. While one team gets to host three games (including the critical first and last game), the other team does get two chances out of three (games 3 and 4) of winning the series on its home field.

With the adoption of the expanded playoff format in 2012, the five-game Division Series began with two home games for the lower seeds, followed by up to three home games for the higher seeds. This one-year change eliminated a travel day prior to a decisive Game 5 of a Division Series and was necessary because the 2012 regular-season schedule was announced before the agreement on the new postseason was reached. For 2013, the Division Series returned to the 2-2-1 format that was used from 1998 to 2011.

Postseason bonuses

There are three factors that determine the actual amount of bonus money paid to any individual player: (1) the size of the bonus pool; (2) their team's success in the season/post-season; and (3) the share of the pool assigned to the individual player.

How the bonus pool is determined

There is a separate pool for each series – the Wild Card games, the Division Series, the League Championship Series, and the World Series. The players' bonus pool is funded with 60% of the gate receipts for each of the Wild Card games, the first three games of each Division Series, the first four games of each LCS and the first four games of the World Series; limiting the funding for the pool to these games, the minimum number in each series, removes incentive to extend the series for merely fiscal sake. The value of the gate is determined by the size of the venues, the amount of high-priced premium seating in the venues, the number of games played in the series and whether the games sell out. Ticket prices for each series are set by MLB, not the home teams, so they are uniform across baseball.

How much the winner and loser receive from each pool

The World Series winner gets 36%, the World Series loser gets 24%, both League Championship

Series losers get 12%, the four Division Series losers get 3.25%, and the two Wild Card playoff losers get 1.5%.

How the team's share of the pool is divided

The division of the team's share of the pool is voted upon by the players who have been on the team during the entire regular season, in a meeting chaired by their union representative. This meeting follows the trade deadline on July 31. Players who have been with the team for the full season automatically receive a full share. At the meeting, the full-season players vote on whether anyone else—including players who have not been with the team for the full season, coaches, and trainers—is to be granted a full share, less than a full share, a cash award, or no share. After the World Series, the pool of money is split according to the shares determined in the vote. There is no limit to the number of shares that may be granted, but a greater number of shares dilutes the value of each share, and consequently the amount each player is awarded.



​
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​2000 American League Division Series
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The 2000 American League Division Series (ALDS), the opening round of the 2000 American League playoffs, began on Tuesday, October 3, and ended on Sunday, October 8, with the champions of the three AL divisions—along with a "wild card" team—participating in two best-of-five series. The teams were:

	Chicago White Sox (Central Division champion, 95–67) vs. (4) Seattle Mariners (Wild Card, 91–71): Mariners win series, 3–0.

	Oakland Athletics (Western Division champion, 91–70) vs. (3) New York Yankees (Eastern Division champion, 87–74): Yankees win series, 3–2.
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​2000 ALDS {Seattle Mariners vs Chicago White Sox}
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ALDS Game 1

October 3 Comiskey Park (II) in Chicago

In Game 1, Freddy García faced Jim Parque. Parque struggled early and often, allowing a single to Rickey Henderson and hitting Mike Cameron with a pitch to open the game. An RBI single by Alex Rodriguez that moved Cameron to third and a force-out by John Olerud put the Mariners up 2–0. Joe Oliver's leadoff homer made it 3–0 in the second. However, in the bottom half, Paul Konerko drew a leadoff walk, moved to second on a groundout and scored on a triple by Chris Singleton, who then scored on a wild pitch by Garcia to make it a one-run game. In the bottom of the third, the Mariners' lead evaporated when Ray Durham homered to tie it, then Jose Valentin walked before Magglio Ordóñez tripled in the go-ahead run. The game remained 4–3 until the seventh when Mike Cameron hit the bases-loaded game-tying single off Bob Howry. That hit almost gave the Mariners the lead, but David Bell was out at home trying to score the go-ahead run. The game moved to extra innings. In the top of the tenth, Cameron hit a leadoff single off Keith Foulke, then two outs later, back-to-back homers by Edgar Martínez and John Olerud gave the Mariners a 7–4 lead. That lead would stand as Kazuhiro Sasaki got the save.

	Game 1

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	10

	R

	H

	E


	Seattle Mariners

	2

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	0

	0

	3

	7

	13

	0


	Chicago White Sox

	0

	2

	2

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	4

	9

	0


	WP: José Mesa (1–0)   LP: Keith Foulke (0–1) Save: Kazuhiro Sasaki (1)



ALDS Game 2

October 4 Comiskey Park (II) in Chicago

The White Sox struck first with back-to-back leadoff doubles by Ray Durham and Jose Valentin off Paul Abbott, but the Mariners loaded the bases in the second off Mike Sirotka on a double, walk, and hit-by-pitch when David Bell's single and Dan Wilson's sacrifice fly scored a run each, putting them up 2−1. The White Sox tied the game in the third on Carlos Lee's sacrifice fly, but the Mariners regained the lead on Jay Buhner's home run in the fourth. Next inning, Rickey Henderson drew a leadoff walk, moved to second on a sacrifice bunt, stole third, and scored on Alex Rodriguez's groundout to make it 4−2 Mariners. In the ninth, they extended the lead to 5−2 on Mike Cameron's RBI single off Mark Buehrle that scored Mark McLemore from third, the run charged to Bill Simas. Kazuhiro Sasaki struck out all three batters he faced in the bottom of the inning as the Mariners went up 2−0 in the series heading to Seattle.

	Game 2

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	Seattle Mariners

	0

	2

	0

	1

	1

	0

	0

	0

	1

	5

	9

	1


	Chicago White Sox

	1

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	2

	5

	1


	WP: Paul Abbott (1–0)   LP: Mike Sirotka (0–1) Save: Kazuhiro Sasaki (2)



ALDS Game 3

October 6 Safeco Field in Seattle, Washington

In Game 3, James Baldwin faced Aaron Sele in the clincher. The White Sox took an early 1–0 lead in the second on a sacrifice fly by Herbert Perry. In the bottom of the fourth, the Mariners tied the game on an RBI single by Stan Javier. A pitcher's duel took place and both teams struggled to score. The game moved to the bottom of the ninth tied at one. John Olerud singled to the pitcher, but it hit the pitcher in the stomach, allowing Olerud to move to second. Rickey Henderson pinch ran for Olerud. Then Javier's sacrifice bunt moved Henderson onto third. The White Sox walked David Bell and then pinch hitter Carlos Guillén drove in the series-winning run with a bunt past a diving Frank Thomas.

	Game 3

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	Chicago White Sox

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	3

	1


	Seattle Mariners

	0

	0

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	2

	6

	0


	WP: José Paniagua (1–0)   LP: Kelly Wunsch (0–1)




	Umpires

	Charlie Reliford, Kerwin Danley, Mike Reilly, Mike Winters, Rick Reed, 

Doug Eddings (Mariners–White Sox, Games 1–2; Yankees–Athletics, Games 3–5)
Tim Welke, Chuck Meriwether, Tim McClelland, Paul Schrieber, Al Clark, 
Jeff Nelson (Yankees–Athletics, Games 1–2; Mariners–White Sox, Game 3)





	Total attendance: 138,683   Average attendance: 46,228





	Television

	ESPN


	TV announcers

	Chris Berman, Rick Sutcliffe


	Radio

	ESPN


	Radio announcers

	Ernie Harwell, Dave Campbell
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​2000 ALDS {New York Yankees vs Oakland Athletics}
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ALDS Game 1

October 3 Network Associates Coliseum in Oakland, California

In Game 1 Jorge Posada singled with two outs in the second inning off Gil Heredia, then back-to-back RBI doubles by Luis Sojo and Scott Brosius put the Yankees up 2−0. Roger Clemens walked Eric Chavez to lead off the fifth and allowed a subsequent single to Jeremy Giambi. Ramón Hernández's RBI single cut the Yankees' lead to 2−1, then one out later, Randy Velarde's RBI single tied the game before a wild pitch to Jason Giambi put the A's up 3−2. Bernie Williams doubled to lead off the top of the sixth, moved to second on a groundout and scored on Tino Martinez's sacrifice fly to tie the game, but, in the bottom of the inning, Chavez and Giambi hit back-to-back two-out singles before Hernandez's double scored Chavez with Giambi thrown out at home to end the inning with the A's up 4−3. They got an insurance run in the eighth off Mike Stanton when Miguel Tejada hit a leadoff single, moved to second on a wild pitch and scored on Chavez's single. Jason Isringhausen retired the Yankees in order in the ninth as the A's 5−3 win put them up 1−0 in the series.

	Game 1

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	New York Yankees

	0

	2

	0

	0

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	3

	7

	0


	Oakland Athletics

	0

	0

	0

	0

	3

	1

	0

	1

	X

	5

	10

	2


	WP: Gil Heredia (1–0)   LP: Roger Clemens (0–1)   Save: Jason Isringhausen (1)



ALDS Game 2

October 4 Network Associates Coliseum in Oakland, California

In Game 2, Andy Pettitte pitched 7 2/3 shutout innings, allowing five hits and one walk. Mariano Rivera pitched 1 1/3 shutout innings for the save. Oakland's Kevin Appier pitched five shutout innings before allowing runners on first and third with two outs in the sixth before Glenallen Hill's single scored a run, then Luis Sojo's double scored two more to put the Yankees up 3−0. They made it 4−0 in the ninth on Clay Bellinger's RBI double with runners on first and third off Jeff Tam. The series was tied 1−1 heading to New York.

	Game 2

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	New York Yankees

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	3

	0

	0

	1

	4

	8

	1


	Oakland Athletics

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	6

	1


	WP: Andy Pettitte (1–0)   LP: Kevin Appier (0–1)   Save: Mariano Rivera (1)



ALDS Game 3

October 6 Yankee Stadium (I) in Bronx, New York

In Game 3, the A's got runners on first and second on two walks off Orlando Hernandez in the second inning when Jeremy Giambi's RBI single put them up 1−0, but, in the bottom of the inning, the Yankees got runners on first and third with no outs off Tim Hudson when Glenallen Hill's fielder's choice tied the game. One out later, Scott Brosius walked to load the bases before Derek Jeter's RBI single put the Yankees up 2−1. In the fourth, Luis Sojo drew a leadoff walk, moved to third on an error, and scored on Jeter's force-out. Terrence Long's home run in the fifth cut the Yankees' lead to one. The Yankees extended their lead to 4−2 in the eighth on Sojo's single that scored Tino Martinez from second with Sojo tagged out at second to end the inning. Hudson pitched a complete game in a losing effort as Mariano Rivera pitched a scoreless ninth for the save, and the Yankees were one win away from the ALCS.

	Game 3

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	Oakland Athletics

	0

	1

	0

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	2

	4

	2


	New York Yankees

	0

	2

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	1

	X

	4

	6

	1


	WP: Orlando Hernández (1–0)   LP: Tim Hudson (0–1) Save: Mariano Rivera (2)



ALDS Game 4

October 7 Yankee Stadium (I) in Bronx, New York

In Game 4, Oakland, in a must-win situation, struck first when after two walks, Olmedo Saenz's three-run home run off Roger Clemens gave them a 3−0 first-inning lead. In the sixth, Clemens allowed a leadoff single to Eric Chavez and subsequent double to Miguel Tejada before both men scored on Ben Grieve's single. Mike Stanton relieved Clemens and allowed a single to Jeremy Giambi before Grieve scored on Ramón Hernández's force-out to put the A's up 6−0. The Yankees scored their only run of the game in the bottom of the inning on Jorge Posada's double with two on off Barry Zito. Tejada drew a leadoff walk off Randy Choate in the eighth and stole second. After Ben Grieve struck out, Ryan Christenson's RBI single off Dwight Gooden made it 7−1 Oakland. They loaded the bases in the ninth with no outs on a double, walk, and hit-by-pitch. Adam Piatt relieved Gooden and allowed a two-run double to Chavez, RBI groundout to Tejada, and RBI single to Bo Porter. Doug Jones pitched a scoreless bottom of the ninth as the Athletics' 11−1 blowout win forced a Game 5 in Oakland.

	Game 4

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	Oakland Athletics

	3

	0

	0

	0

	0

	3

	0

	1

	4

	11

	11

	0


	New York Yankees

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	1

	8

	0


	WP: Barry Zito (1–0)   LP: Roger Clemens (0–2)



ALDS Game 5

October 8 Network Associates Coliseum in Oakland, California

In Game 5, the Yankees loaded the bases in the first inning on a walk and two singles when Bernie Williams's sacrifice fly put them up 1−0. David Justice walked to reload the bases before Tino Martinez cleared them with a double. After Jorge Posada singled, Oakland starter Gil Heredia was relieved by Jeff Tam, who allowed a sacrifice fly to Luis Sojo, then Scott Brosius singled before Chuck Knoblauch's RBI single made it 6−0. The A's loaded the bases in the second on two singles and a walk off Andy Pettitte when Randy Velarde's two-run single made it 6−2. Next inning, Miguel Tejada singled with one out and scored on Eric Chavez's double, but the Yankees got that run back on Justice's home run in the fourth off Kevin Appier—-the Yankees' only home run in this series. In the bottom of the inning, the A's loaded the bases on two singles and a walk when back-to-back sacrifice flies by Jason Giambi and Olmedo Saenz made it 7−5. After allowing a single to Tejada, Pettitte was relieved by Mike Stanton, who pitched two shutout innings in relief to get the win. Neither team scored for the rest of the game as the Yankees' win advanced them to the ALCS.

	Game 5

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	New York Yankees

	6

	0

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	7

	12

	0


	Oakland Athletics

	0

	2

	1

	2

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	5

	13

	0


	WP: Mike Stanton (1–0)   LP: Gil Heredia (1–1) Save: Mariano Rivera (3)




	Umpires

	Charlie Reliford, Kerwin Danley, Mike Reilly, Mike Winters, Rick Reed, 

Doug Eddings (Mariners–White Sox, Games 1–2; Yankees–Athletics, Games 3–5)
Tim Welke, Chuck Meriwether, Tim McClelland, Paul Schrieber, Al Clark, 
Jeff Nelson (Yankees–Athletics, Games 1–2; Mariners–White Sox, Game 3)





	Total attendance: 249,911   Average attendance: 49,982





	Television

	NBC (Games 1, 3–4)/Pax (Game 1)
Fox (Games 2, 5)


	TV announcers

	Skip Caray, Joe Morgan (Games 1, 3–4)
Joe Buck, Tim McCarver (Game 2)
Thom Brennaman, Bob Brenly (Game 5)


	Radio

	ESPN


	Radio announcers

	Dan Shulman, Buck Martinez
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2000 National League Division Series
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The 2000 National League Division Series (NLDS), the opening round of the 2000 National League playoffs, began on Tuesday, October 3, and ended on Sunday, October 8, with the champions of the three NL divisions—along with a "wild card" team—participating in two best-of-five series. They were:

	San Francisco Giants (Western Division champions, 97–65) vs. (4) New York Mets (Wild Card, 94–68): Mets win series, 3–1.

	St. Louis Cardinals (Central Division champions, 95–67) vs. (3) Atlanta Braves (Eastern Division champions, 95–67): Cardinals win series, 3–0.
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​2000 NLDS {New York Mets vs San Francisco Giants}
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NLDS Game 1

October 4 Pacific Bell Park in San Francisco

In the first ever playoff game at Pacific Bell Park, the Giants struck first in the bottom of the first when Jeff Kent followed a double and single with an RBI groundout off Mike Hampton. Giants Pitcher Liván Hernández allowed one run and five hits (on a walk in the third that tied the game) over a ​7 2⁄3 inning effort. In the bottom of the third, Bill Mueller singled with two outs and scored on Barry Bonds's triple to put the Giants back in front. After a walk, a three-run home run by Ellis Burks capped the scoring at 5–1 as the Giants took a 1–0 series lead.

	Game 1

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	New York Mets

	0

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	5

	0


	San Francisco Giants

	1

	0

	4

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	X

	5

	10

	0


	WP: Liván Hernández (1–0)   LP: Mike Hampton (0–1)



NLDS Game 2

October 5 Pacific Bell Park in San Francisco

In Game 2, the Mets loaded the bases on a hit-by-pitch and two walks off Shawn Estes when Timo Perez's two-run single put them up 2–0. The Giants cut it to 2–1 in the bottom of the inning when Jeff Kent hit a leadoff single and scored on Ellis Burks's double. Behind strong pitching from Al Leiter and a two-out two-run home run from Edgardo Alfonzo in the top of the ninth inning off Félix Rodríguez, the Mets carried a 4–1 lead into the last of the ninth. However, following a double by Barry Bonds and a single from Jeff Kent, pinch hitter J. T. Snow hit a towering three-run home run off Mets reliever Armando Benítez to tie the game at four. The Mets would bounce back in the tenth inning, with Rookie Jay Payton singling home Darryl Hamilton, who doubled with two outs, off Rodriguez. The Giants would threaten again, and had the tying run on with two out and Bonds at the plate, but John Franco struck out Bonds looking on a wicked 3–2 changeup, giving the Mets a heart-stopping 5–4 victory and a 1–1 series moving to New York.

	Game 2

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	10

	R

	H

	E


	New York Mets

	0

	2

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	2

	1

	5

	10

	0


	San Francisco Giants

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	3

	0

	4

	8

	0


	WP: Armando Benítez (1–0)   LP: Félix Rodríguez (0–1) Save: John Franco (1)



NLDS Game 3

October 7 Shea Stadium in Queens, New York

Giants starting pitcher Russ Ortiz stifled the Mets early and had a no-hitter entering the sixth inning. He was staked to a 2–0 lead thanks to two leadoff singles in the fourth off Rick Reed, followed RBI singles from Bobby Estalella and Marvin Benard. In the sixth, the Mets broke through. After a walk and single, rookie Timo Pérez, forced into action due to a Game 1 injury to starting right fielder Derek Bell, blooped a single over third base to score Mike Bordick and put the Mets on the scoreboard.

Two innings later, with the Mets still down by one run, pinch hitter Lenny Harris barely beat out the return throw on what would have been an inning-ending double play off Doug Henry. The Giants brought in closer Robb Nen, who had not blown a save since July to face Edgardo Alfonzo. However, Alfonzo ended that streak by ripping a double into the left field corner to score Harris and tie the game.

The game continued into extra innings, where both teams mounted scoring threats, only to be turned away each time.

The game ended when Benny Agbayani blasted a home run into the left field bleachers with one out in the thirteenth inning off Aaron Fultz, capping another memorable postseason game at Shea Stadium and putting the Mets ahead in the series two games to one.

	Game 3

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	10

	11

	12

	13

	R

	H

	E


	San Francisco Giants

	0

	0

	0

	2

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	2

	11

	0


	New York Mets

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	3

	9

	0


	WP: Rick White (1–0)   LP: Aaron Fultz (0–1)



NLDS Game 4

October 8 Shea Stadium in Queens, New York

In the most unlikely great pitching performance in recent memory, Bobby Jones, the Mets' fourth starter, completely shut down the Giants offense, hurling a masterful one-hit shutout to clinch the series for the Mets. Mixing 85 MPH fastballs and 65 MPH curveballs, Jones thoroughly baffled Giant hitters all afternoon, setting down the side in order in eight of nine innings. Jeff Kent's leadoff double in the fifth inning would be the Giants' only hit. Jones would get all the offense he would need on Robin Ventura's two-run home run in the first inning off Mark Gardner. The Mets padded their lead in the fifth on Edgardo Alfonso's two-run double. Jones got Barry Bonds to fly out to center to end the game and set off a raucous celebration at Shea Stadium.

The one-hitter set a Mets' record for fewest hits allowed in a post-season complete game, besting Jon Matlack's two-hitter in the 1973 NLCS. It was also the fewest hits allowed in a League Division Series complete game until Roy Halladay's no-hitter in 2010.

	Game 4

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	San Francisco Giants

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	1


	New York Mets

	2

	0

	0

	0

	2

	0

	0

	0

	X

	4

	6

	0


	WP: Bobby Jones (1–0)   LP: Mark Gardner (0–1)




	Umpires

	Jeff Kellogg, Gary Cederstrom, Ed Montague, Dan Morrison, Larry Young, 

Ted Barrett (Giants–Mets, Games 1–2; Cardinals–Braves, Game 3)
Rich Rieker, Terry Craft, Jerry Crawford, Brian Gorman, Rocky Roe, 
Mike DiMuro (Cardinals–Braves, Games 1–2; Giants–Mets, Games 3–4)





	Total attendance: 193,375   Average attendance: 48,344





	Television

	ESPN (Games 1, 4)
Fox (Games 2–3)


	TV announcers

	Jon Miller and Joe Morgan (Games 1, 4)
Thom Brennaman and Bob Brenly (Game 2)
Joe Buck and Tim McCarver (Game 3)


	Radio

	ESPN


	Radio announcers

	Charley Steiner and Dave Campbell




​
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2000 NLDS {St. Louis Cardinals vs Atlanta Braves}
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NLDS Game 1

October 3 Busch Stadium (II) in St. Louis, Missouri

It was a poorly pitched game for both starters, both of whom would last four innings or less. Greg Maddux faced Rick Ankiel. In the bottom of the first, Maddux allowed four straight hits to lead off the inning, the last two of which scored a run each. An error on Ray Lankford's ground ball allowed another run to score, then after a sacrifice bunt and intentional, Plácido Polanco's single aided by another error cleared the bases, making it 6–0 Cardinals. But the Braves would make a game of it in the top of the third when Ankiel's control slipped away. He walked Maddux and Andruw Jones, then threw four wild pitches to put them on second and third. Ankiel then threw another wild pitch on a ball four to Andrés Galarraga, walking him and letting Maddux score. Brian Jones then hit an RBI single and after another wild pitch and walk loaded the bases, Walt Weiss's two-run single cut the Cardinals' lead to 6–4. Jim Edmonds's fourth-inning home run made it 7–4. After the fourth, Maddux was done. In the top of the ninth, an error and walk put runners on first and second off Dave Veres before Jordan's RBI single cut the Cardinals' lead to 7–5 and put the tying runs on, but Veres retired the next two batters to end the game. Mike James would get the win in relief of Ankiel.

	Game 1

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	Atlanta Braves

	0

	0

	4

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	5

	8

	3


	St. Louis Cardinals

	6

	0

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	X

	7

	11

	1


	WP: Mike James (1–0)   LP: Greg Maddux (0–1)   Save: Dave Veres (1)



NLDS Game 2

October 5 Busch Stadium (II) in St. Louis, Missouri

Tom Glavine of the Braves faced Darryl Kile of the Cardinals. In the top of the first, Rafael Furcal drew a leadoff walk, moved second on a groundout, and scored on Chipper Jones's single. After a double, Brian Jordan's RBI groundout made it 2–0 Braves, but Will Clark hit a three-run homer in the bottom half to put the Cards up for good. Carlos Hernández homered in the second, then in the third, the Cardinals loaded the bases on a single, double and hit-by-pitch before Eric Davis's sacrifice fly scored a run, then Ray Lankford's two-run double gave the Cardinals a commanding 7–2 lead. Glavine was finished and the Braves changed pitchers five times. Next inning, Édgar Rentería walked, stole second and scored on Jim Edmonds's double off Andy Ashby. John Burkett hit Fernando Viña with a pitch leading off the sixth, then Edmonds's one-out RBI double made it 9–2 Cardinals. In the eighth, Andruw Jones hit a one-out home run off Mike Timlin, then after Jones doubled, Jordan's RBI double made it 9–4 Cardinals, who got a run in the bottom half on Mark McGwire's home run off Mike Remlinger. Matt Morris pitched a scoreless ninth to give the Cardinals a 2–0 series lead.

	Game 2

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	Atlanta Braves

	2

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	2

	0

	4

	7

	1


	St. Louis Cardinals

	3

	1

	3

	1

	0

	1

	0

	1

	X

	10

	9

	0


	WP: Darryl Kile (1–0)   LP: Tom Glavine (0–1)



NLDS Game 3

October 7 Turner Field in Atlanta

The Cardinals sent Garrett Stephenson to the mound to finish off the Braves. The Braves' last hope was Kevin Millwood, who pitched a one-hitter in the playoffs the year before. Fernando Viña's leadoff home run in the first put the Cardinals up. In the bottom half, Rafael Furcal drew a leadoff walk, stole second, moved to third on a groundout and scored on Andrés Galarraga's single to tie the game, but the Braves did not score again. Jim Edmonds's two-run homer into the Atlanta bullpen in the third put the Cards in front for good. Stephenson left the game in the fourth due to tendinitis. In the fifth, Édgar Rentería walked with two outs, stole second, moved to third on a balk and scored on Edmonds' ground-rule double to knock Millwood out of the game. In the sixth, Terry Mulholland allowed a leadoff walk, single and sacrifice bunt, Plácido Polanco's fielder's choice off Kerry Ligtenberg scored a run. Polanco stole second before Vina's two-run single off Mike Remlinger capped the scoring at 7–1 Cardinals. Britt Reames won the game in relief as both teams would change pitchers four times. Paul Bako struck out against Dave Veres to end the series. The Cardinals' win in Game 3 put the Braves out of the NLCS for the first time since 1991.

	Game 3

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	St. Louis Cardinals

	1

	0

	2

	0

	1

	3

	0

	0

	0

	7

	8

	0


	Atlanta Braves

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	3

	1


	WP: Britt Reames (1–0)   LP: Kevin Millwood (0–1)




	Umpires

	Jeff Kellogg, Gary Cederstrom, Ed Montague, Dan Morrison, Larry Young, 

Ted Barrett (Giants–Mets, Games 1–2; Cardinals–Braves, Game 3)
Rich Rieker, Terry Craft, Jerry Crawford, Brian Gorman, Rocky Roe, 
Mike DiMuro (Cardinals–Braves, Games 1–2; Giants–Mets, Games 3–4)





	Total attendance: 154,665   Average attendance: 51,555





	Television

	ESPN


	TV announcers

	Jon Miller and Buck Martinez (Games 1, 3)
Jon Miller and Joe Morgan (Game 2)


	Radio

	ESPN


	Radio announcers

	Wayne Hagin and Mark Grace




––––––––
[image: ]


​

Page | 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

2000 American League Championship Series
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The 2000 American League Championship Series (ALCS) was a matchup between the East Division champion New York Yankees and the Wild Card Seattle Mariners. The Yankees had advanced to the Series after beating the West Division champion Oakland Athletics in the ALDS three games to two and the Mariners advanced by beating the Central Division champion Chicago White Sox three games to none. The Yankees won the Series four games to two.
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​2000 ALCS {New York Yankees vs Seattle Mariners}
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ALCS Game 1

Game 1 at Yankee Stadium started as a pitchers' duel between Mariners' Freddy García and Yankees' Denny Neagle. Neither team would score until the top of the fifth inning when Mark McLemore hit a two-out ground rule double off Neagle before scoring on a Rickey Henderson single. Alex Rodriguez homered in the sixth inning to make it 2–0. The Yankees could not score any runs off García, or three Mariner relievers and Seattle took a 1–0 series lead.

	Tuesday, October 10, 2000 at Yankee Stadium (I) in Bronx, New York


	Game 1

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	Seattle Mariners

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	1

	0

	0

	0

	2

	5

	0


	New York Yankees

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	6

	1


	WP: Freddy García (1–0)   LP: Denny Neagle (0–1) Save: Kazuhiro Sasaki (1)



ALCS Game 2

In Game 2, the Yankees' offense was again dead silent, this time against Mariner starter John Halama and reliever José Paniagua. Yankees starter Orlando Hernández pitched eight innings giving up just one run, a John Olerud single in the third that scored Mike Cameron, who walked and stole second, on six hits, but was set to get the loss until the Yankees' offense exploded in the eighth against Arthur Rhodes and José Mesa. David Justice led off with a double before scoring on a Bernie Williams single to tie the game. Back-to-back singles by Tino Martinez and Jorge Posada then gave the Yankees 2–1 lead. Paul O'Neill then hit a sacrifice fly to make a 3–1 game. Mesa replaced Rhodes pitching and gave up a single to Luis Sojo. After Posada was caught stealing for the second out, José Vizcaíno doubled to score Sojo and make it 4–1 Yankees. Vizcaíno would score on a Chuck Knoblauch single before Derek Jeter homered to make it a 7-1 lead. Mariano Rivera pitched a scoreless ninth and the series was tied 1–1 heading to Seattle.

	Wednesday, October 11, 2000 at Yankee Stadium (I) in Bronx, New York


	Game 2

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	Seattle Mariners

	0

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	7

	2


	New York Yankees

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	7

	X

	7

	14

	0


	WP: Orlando Hernández (1–0)   LP: Arthur Rhodes (0–1)



ALCS Game 3

The Mariners struck first in Game 3 on three consecutive singles in the first, the last of which by Edgar Martínez off Andy Pettitte scored Mike Cameron from third. However, the Yankees responded with back-to-back home runs from Bernie Williams and Tino Martinez to lead off the second off Aaron Sele. The Yankees extended their lead to 3–1 when Derek Jeter, who reached on a force-out, scored on a double from Chuck Knoblauch. The Mariners made it a one-run game when Rickey Henderson doubled, then scored on a single from Cameron in the fifth, but the Yankees got that run back the next inning on a Paul O'Neil single to score Bernie Williams. The Yankees broke the game open in the ninth. With runners on first and third, Chuck Knoblauch hit an RBI single off Brett Tomko, who then walked Jeter to load the bases. Robert Ramsay relieved Tomko and allowed a two-run single to Justice and sacrifice fly to Williams to make it an 8–2 game while Mariano Rivera retired the Mariners in order in the bottom of the inning as the Yankees went up 2−1 in the series.

	Friday, October 13, 2000 at Safeco Field in Seattle, Washington


	Game 3

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	New York Yankees

	0

	2

	1

	0

	0

	1

	0

	0

	4

	8

	13

	0


	Seattle Mariners

	1

	0

	0

	0

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0

	2

	10

	1


	WP: Andy Pettitte (1–0)   LP: Aaron Sele (0–1) Save: Mariano Rivera (1)



[image: ]ALCS Game 4

In one of the most dominant pitching performances in postseason history, Yankees starter Roger Clemens struck out 15 batters in a complete game one-hit shutout of the Mariners. Clemens carried a no-hitter into the seventh inning when Al Martin lined a leadoff double off first baseman Tino Martinez's glove for the Mariners' only hit of the game. Clemens got offensive support when Derek Jeter hit a three-run home run off Paul Abbott in the fifth and David Justice hit a two-run home run off José Mesa in the eighth after a leadoff walk to Jeter. The Yankees won, 5–0 and were just one win away from the World Series.

[image: Image result for Roger Clemens, Yankees: 2000 ALCS, Game 4]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​“Clemens overpowers Mariners”
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Clemens' 15 strikeouts matched the ALCS record set by Mike Mussina in Game 3 of the 1997 ALCS. 15 strikeouts in a postseason game did not happen again until the 2019 ALDS, by Gerrit Cole of the Houston Astros.

	Saturday, October 14, 2000 at Safeco Field in Seattle, Washington


	Game 4

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	New York Yankees

	0

	0

	0

	0

	3

	0

	0

	2

	0

	5

	5

	0


	Seattle Mariners

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	1

	0


	WP: Roger Clemens (1–0)   LP: Paul Abbott (0–1)



ALCS Game 5

The Mariners struck first in Game 5 when Denny Neagle walked three to load the bases in the first before Mike Cameron scored on a sacrifice fly from John Olerud. The Yankees responded in the fourth when Luis Sojo hit a two-run double off Freddy García that scored Tino Martinez and Jorge Posada with the bases loaded. Their 2–1 lead stayed until the fifth when the Mariners put runners on second and third with one out. Neagle was replaced with Jeff Nelson, who gave up a single to Alex Rodriguez that scored both runners on base, Mark McLemore, and Rickey Henderson, giving the Mariners a 3–2 lead. Nelson then gave up back-to-back home runs to Edgar Martínez and John Olerud to make it 6–2 Mariners. Neither team scored afterwards, forcing a Game 6 at Yankee Stadium. Neagle accounted for the loss in the two games of the series that Seattle won and García beat him each time. The Yankees left 15 runners on base and were 2 for 15 with them in scoring position.

	Sunday, October 15, 2000 at Safeco Field in Seattle, Washington


	Game 5

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	New York Yankees

	0

	0

	0

	2

	0

	0

	0

	0

	0

	2

	8

	0


	Seattle Mariners

	1

	0

	0

	0

	5

	0

	0

	0

	X

	6

	8

	0


	WP: Freddy García (2–0)   LP: Denny Neagle (0–2)



ALCS Game 6

The Mariners again struck first in Game 6, taking a 2–0 lead in the first when Yankees starter Orlando Hernández walked Al Martin, then gave up back-to-back doubles to Alex Rodriguez and Edgar Martínez. Seattle made it 4–0 when Carlos Guillen hit a two-run home run in the fourth. The Yankees responded in the bottom of the inning when they loaded the bases before Jorge Posada hit a double off John Halama that scored David Justice and Bernie Williams. Posada then scored on a Paul O'Neil single to make it a 4–3 game. The score stayed that way until the bottom of the seventh when the Yankees put runners on first and third with one out off José Paniagua, who was replaced with Arthur Rhodes. Rhodes gave up a three-run home run to David Justice to give the Yankees a 6–4 lead. The Yankees then loaded the bases on a single, double, and intentional walk before O'Neill's single scored two. José Mesa relieved Rhodes and walked Luis Sojo to reload the bases before Jose Vizcaino's sacrifice fly made it 9–4 Yankees. Alex Rodriguez led off the top of the eighth with a home run off Hernández. After walking Edgar Martínez, Hernández was replaced with Mariano Rivera, who gave up a double to John Olerud, then two outs later, another double to Mark McLemore that scored both Martinez and Olerud before striking out Jay Buhner to end the inning. Rivera then pitched a scoreless ninth as the Yankees won 9–7 and advanced to the World Series.

	Tuesday, October 17, 2000 at Yankee Stadium (I) in Bronx, New York


	Game 6

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8

	9

	R

	H

	E


	Seattle Mariners

	2

	0

	0

	2

	0

	0

	0

	3

	0

	7

	10

	0


	New York Yankees

	0

	0

	0

	3

	0

	0

	6

	0

	X

	9

	11

	0


	WP: Orlando Hernández (2–0)   LP: José Paniagua (0–1)




	Umpires

	John Hirschbeck, Angel Hernandez, Wally Bell, Mark Hirschbeck, Gerry Davis, 

Randy Marsh (Games 1–2), Fieldin Culbreth (Games 3–6)





	Total attendance: 309,828   Average attendance: 51,638





	Television

	NBC (United States)
MLB International (International)


	TV announcers

	Bob Costas and Joe Morgan (NBC)
Gary Thorne and Ken Singleton (MLB International)


	Radio

	ESPN


	Radio announcers

	Dan Shulman and Buck Martinez
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2000 National League Championship Series

[image: ]


The 2000 National League Championship Series (NLCS) was played between the Central Division champion St. Louis Cardinals and the wild card New York Mets. The Mets and Cards used as a rally cry the 2000 hit song "Who Let the Dogs Out?" by the Baha Men.

This series pitted a pair of teams that were former division rivals. In the mid-1980s, the Mets and Cardinals fought it out for supremacy in the National League East over four seasons, with each team alternating division championships between 1985 and 1988 (the Cardinals in their pennant seasons of 1985 and 1987, the Mets in their championship season of 1986 and 1988; however, the Cardinals weren't serious contenders in both of those years).

The Cardinals, led by manager Tony La Russa, had played through the 2000 season in businesslike fashion. They had won the National League Central division, and swept the Mets' fiercest rival, Atlanta Braves, in three games in the NL Division Series, making the Mets' run to the World Series much easier. However, they were struck with several injuries to key players as the playoffs began, including slugger Mark McGwire, catcher Mike Matheny, and the sudden, unexplained wildness of rookie pitcher Rick Ankiel.

The Mets, on the other hand, engaged in battle with the Braves for much of the season, eventually falling one game short of a division title. They matched up with the San Francisco Giants in the Division Series. After dropping the first game, they would rebound to win the following three games in heart-stopping fashion, including a
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