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      This book is dedicated first and foremost to the Lord God Almighty, whose Word declares, “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” Any truth found in these pages belongs to Him, any burden stirred by these words comes from Him, and any hope offered to a sinful people rests only in His mercy. May His name be feared, His Word be honored, His Son be exalted, and His righteousness be sought again among us.

      I dedicate this work to every preacher, pastor, parent, patriot, and praying Christian who still believes that a nation’s greatest need is not more riches, stronger armies, louder influence, or greater fame, but a humble return to God. May you not grow weary in standing for truth, warning against sin, loving your country, and pleading for revival.

      I also dedicate this book to the families and churches that still desire to raise another generation beneath the authority of the King James Bible. May our homes be filled with prayer, our pulpits with holy fire, our hearts with repentance, and our lives with righteousness.

      Finally, this book is dedicated to every American who loves this nation enough to pray for it, weep over it, and call it back to the God who alone can exalt it. May we never forget that the nation God can bless is the nation willing to bow before Him.

    

  


  
    
      
        
        “A nation does not rise highest when it boasts before men, but when it bows before God.”
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      There are some verses in the Word of God that do not merely speak to an individual heart, but thunder across families, churches, cities, generations, and nations. Proverbs 14:34 is one of those verses. “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” In one short sentence, the Holy Ghost gives the rise and fall of nations, the secret of true greatness, and the warning every people must hear before blessing becomes memory and sin becomes judgment.

      This book, The Nation God Can Exalt, is not written as a cold political commentary, nor as a shallow patriotic slogan. It is written with a Bible burden. It calls the reader to look beyond riches, armies, influence, fame, elections, policies, personalities, and power, and to see the deeper issue beneath them all: righteousness before God. A nation may have full treasuries and empty altars. It may have strong defenses and weak homes. It may have global influence and a guilty conscience. It may be applauded by men while standing under reproach before Heaven.

      The great need of any nation is not merely reform, prosperity, security, or recognition. The great need is a return to the Lord. Scripture does not say, “Riches exalteth a nation.” It does not say, “Armies exalteth a nation.” It does not say, “Influence exalteth a nation.” It says, “Righteousness exalteth a nation.” That truth should humble us, search us, awaken us, and drive us to prayer.

      As you read these pages, you will be reminded that national righteousness begins in personal surrender. It begins in the heart that fears God, the home that honors Scripture, the church that preaches the Word, the leader who trembles before the Lord, and the citizen who refuses to make peace with sin. No country is righteous in the abstract. Nations are made of people, and people are made of souls. Therefore, the call of this book is not merely, “What is wrong with the nation?” but, “What must be made right in me?”

      This book is both warning and hope. It warns that sin is never harmless, private, or without consequence. Sin brings reproach to any people, no matter how wealthy, powerful, admired, educated, or free they may be. Yet this book also holds out hope, because the same God who warns against reproach still honors repentance, still blesses righteousness, still hears prayer, and still cleanses sinners through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.

      May these pages stir a deeper love for God, a holier love for country, and a stronger burden for revival. May they call homes back to prayer, churches back to conviction, leaders back to humility, and hearts back to the Saviour. May they remind us that the nation God can exalt is not the nation that boasts the loudest, but the nation that bows the lowest.

      May the Lord use this book to awaken righteousness, expose reproach, and turn many hearts again toward the God who alone can lift a people.
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      There are moments in the life of a nation when wealth is not enough, armies are not enough, influence is not enough, and political power is not enough. A people may possess full treasuries, mighty weapons, crowded cities, celebrated leaders, and global recognition, yet still be weak where it matters most. For the strength of a nation is not first measured by the size of its economy, the reach of its military, or the sound of its applause. It is measured by its righteousness before God.

      Proverbs 14:34 gives us one of the clearest national truths in all the Word of God: righteousness lifts, but sin lowers. Righteousness brings honor, but sin brings shame. Righteousness builds what generations can bless, but sin destroys what prosperity cannot protect. No nation falls in a single day. It falls when truth is mocked, sin is excused, prayer is neglected, children are confused, churches grow silent, and hearts drift from the fear of the Lord.

      This book is written with a burden, a warning, and a hope. The burden is for a nation that desperately needs God. The warning is that sin always carries reproach, no matter how proudly it is dressed. The hope is that God still honors righteousness, still hears repentance, still blesses obedience, and still exalts a people who turn their hearts toward Him.

      America’s greatest need is not merely better policies, louder voices, stronger defenses, or greater influence. America’s greatest need is righteousness. For the nation God can exalt is not the nation that boasts the most, but the nation that bows before Him.
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      There are truths so plain that they cannot be misunderstood, yet so powerful that they cannot be ignored. Proverbs 14:34 is one of those truths: “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” In that single verse, God gives the moral map of a nation’s rise or ruin. He does not measure a people by their treasures, titles, territories, technology, or triumphs. He measures them by righteousness.

      This book was born from the conviction that a nation’s deepest crisis is never first found in its economy, its military strength, its political parties, or its public reputation. Those matters are important, but they are not the root. The root is spiritual. When a people lose the fear of God, they may keep their customs for a while, preserve their ceremonies for a while, and even maintain their prosperity for a while, but the inward strength begins to decay. A nation can look alive in the eyes of men while growing weak beneath the eyes of Heaven.

      The Nation God Can Exalt is written as a plea for sober reflection, sincere repentance, and renewed obedience to the Lord. It is not a call to empty patriotism, nor is it a celebration of national pride. It is a call to remember that no flag, no army, no treasury, no court, no leader, and no influence can lift a people higher than righteousness before God. The greatness God honors is not built upon boasting. It is built upon humility, truth, justice, mercy, holiness, and reverence for His Word.

      The chapters ahead speak directly to the conscience. They ask whether our homes are still teaching righteousness, whether our churches are still preaching truth, whether our leaders still understand accountability before God, and whether our citizens still know that liberty must be governed by holiness. These pages are meant to stir more than emotion. They are meant to press the heart toward examination. It is easy to mourn the sins of a nation while refusing to confess the sins of our own lives. Yet no nation returns to God apart from people returning to God.

      This book is written with the King James Bible as its authority and foundation. The Scripture does not flatter man, excuse sin, or soften God’s holiness. It speaks with eternal clarity. It tells us that righteousness lifts and sin lowers. It tells us that blessing is never something a people can demand while walking in rebellion. It tells us that reproach is not removed by speeches, slogans, wealth, or power, but by repentance and a return to the Lord.

      Still, this book is not written without hope. The God who warns is also the God who shows mercy. The God who exposes reproach is the God who receives the humble. The God who declares sin to be shameful is the God who gave His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, whose blood “cleanseth us from all sin.” If a people will humble themselves, pray, seek His face, and turn from wickedness, there is still mercy with the Lord.

      My prayer is that this book will move the reader to love righteousness more deeply, hate sin more honestly, pray more urgently, and seek God more earnestly. May it awaken homes, strengthen churches, burden preachers, humble leaders, and call hearts back to the Saviour. May it remind us that the nation God can exalt is not the nation that merely asks for His blessing, but the nation willing to bow beneath His authority.

      Let us therefore read with open Bibles, tender consciences, and willing hearts. Let us not seek greatness without godliness. Let us not desire freedom without faithfulness. Let us not ask for favor while ignoring righteousness. May the Lord make us a people He can bless, and may every page point us back to the God who alone can exalt a nation.
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            WHEN RIGHTEOUSNESS RAISES A NATION

          

        

      

    

    
      Proverbs 14:34 declares, “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” This verse rises like a heavenly monument in the middle of human history, reminding every generation that God measures nations by more than borders, budgets, ballots, and battleships. A nation may rise in commerce, expand in influence, increase in military strength, and become admired among the kingdoms of the earth, yet still be low in the sight of God. The Lord does not merely look upon the height of our buildings, the speed of our machines, or the reach of our voices across the world. He looks upon righteousness, truth, humility, justice, mercy, purity, and the fear of His holy name. When righteousness is honored, a people are lifted by a power greater than the applause of men. When righteousness is abandoned, even the brightest flag can wave over a nation sinking beneath the weight of its own sin.

      True greatness is never a decoration placed upon a nation after it has already become mighty. It is the foundation upon which lasting honor must stand. Psalm 11:3 asks, “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” That question sounds across every age with searching force, because no people can build securely upon moral sand. Wealth may decorate a nation, but righteousness stabilizes it. Power may defend a nation, but righteousness dignifies it. Fame may cause a nation to be noticed, but righteousness causes a nation to be blessed.

      The exaltation spoken of in Proverbs 14:34 is not merely political advancement or economic prosperity. It is the lifting of a people into honor before God, usefulness among men, and preservation through generations. A righteous nation is not perfect, because no nation is without sinners, but it is a nation that still knows sin is sin. Such a people do not treat truth as an enemy, holiness as weakness, or the fear of God as something to be hidden in the shadows. They understand that liberty without morality becomes license, and prosperity without humility becomes pride. They still tremble when God speaks, repent when they wander, and seek mercy when they have done wrong. This kind of righteousness raises a nation because it brings that nation beneath the smile, order, and authority of Almighty God.

      History makes a clear distinction between a nation that is high in the eyes of men and one that is exalted in the eyes of God. Babylon was high, but God brought it down. Egypt was mighty, but God judged its pride. Rome was powerful, but its glory could not save it from decay within. The Scripture says in Daniel 4:17, “the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.” No throne is too tall for God to reach, and no empire is too strong for God to humble. Any nation that forgets this truth may grow proud for a season, but it is already leaning toward reproach.

      A nation is lifted when God gives it a conscience. Without conscience, a people may become clever without becoming wise, rich without becoming grateful, and free without becoming good. A national conscience is the holy awareness that right and wrong do not change because culture changes. It is the conviction that justice matters, innocent life matters, truth matters, marriage matters, worship matters, and the souls of men matter. While conscience is alive, sin cannot easily parade without rebuke. Once conscience dies, shame begins to disappear, and where shame disappears, judgment is already knocking. A people without conscience may laugh loudly, spend freely, and boast proudly, but beneath the noise there is a silence more dangerous than war.

      The people are elevated when they remember that God is above government. Civil authority has its place, and Scripture commands honor where honor is due. Yet no ruler, court, party, law, or constitution can sit higher than the throne of the Lord. Acts 5:29 says, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” That one sentence has strengthened martyrs, guided churches, restrained tyrants, and reminded nations that human authority is borrowed authority. Leaders who know they answer to God govern with humility. Citizens who know they answer to God live with accountability.

      The home becomes one of the first places where righteousness begins to raise a nation. No country is stronger than the households that shape its children. If fathers are absent, mothers are dishonored, children are neglected, marriage is cheapened, and purity is ridiculed, no amount of wealth can repair the damage
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