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Chapter One
Seph
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“Ah, Persephone. You’re here just in time.”

“Uther, please, stop.” Seph approached where her brother was standing, in the middle of a crowded street in the centre of town. “Whatever you’re planning on doing, please stop. Before it’s too late.”

He shook his head. “You’ve left me no choice, dear sister.”

Dark Energy pulsed around him as he recited a spell Seph didn’t recognise.

Mina and Caroline tried to lunge forward to stop him, but neither reached him.

Mina dropped to the ground, clutching her head in agony.

Caroline followed just a moment later.

Seph went to run to Mina, distressed by the blood dripping from her face, but she stopped as she realised that Mina and Caroline weren’t the only ones who had dropped to the ground.

No, everyone around them was also clutching their head.

Everyone but her and Uther.

“What did you do?”

Uther smirked. “It was rather foolish of Caroline to bind herself to a Human, don’t you think? They are, after all, so fragile. I had only meant to harm the Humans, but now Caroline will join them in death, and there is nothing you can do to stop it. Nothing you can do to save your loves. And nothing you can do to stop me from exposing magic. A curse like this? There’s no way it will stay quiet for long. Too many higher ups in the Human governments know about magic now, and they will need some explanation to calm their people. An enemy to point to.

“It will be a rallying cry for Humans to fight us, and we will fight them, dear sister. Yes, the rest of the nobility will see that we need to take the stand that Queen Freya is too weak to, and her reign will soon be over.”
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Chapter Two
Caroline
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Caroline pulled her vest top over her head before grabbing her hairbrush and taking her hair out of its ponytail. Pulling on her top had completely wrecked it.

As she brushed her hair back, she couldn’t help but smile at the sleeping figure in the bed.

Seph was as bad as Mina when it came to sleeping in. And while Mina had work in the morning, Seph didn’t, so she tended to stay in bed while the other two got ready.

Caroline’s smile widened a little at the reminder that Seph had basically moved in with them since they’d rescued her from Uther.

Much like when Caroline had moved in, there had been some token suggestion of her finding another place, but then she had settled into the large apartment, and there had been no need for her to move, so it had been forgotten.

Caroline’s smile faded, however, as Seph began to toss and turn in her sleep, reminding Caroline of the downside of her penchant for lying in.

As soon as Caroline and Mina woke, the connection to the dream stone – a magical device that let them control and share their dreams at night – was severed, and Seph was left to the mercy of her visions.

Caroline desperately wanted to wake her from whatever she was seeing, but she knew better at this point.

Seph was as powerful a Demon as Caroline, even if she’d never trained for combat, so when shocked awake from her worst visions, she could produce a blast of magical Energy capable of sending Caroline clear across the room.

Eventually, however, the vision ended and Seph bolted upright with a groan, her hand going to her head.

“Another vision of Uther?” Caroline asked softly as she went to sit down on the edge of the bed.

Seph nodded.

“What was he up to this time?”

“The same as last time. That curse on all the Humans in the city.”

Caroline smiled. “Well, that’s a good thing, right? That the vision is the same as last time, I mean. Doesn’t that mean that this is the plan he’s sticking to?”

Seph groaned once more. “I wouldn’t call the idea that he’s sticking to this plan ‘good’, Caroline. Both you and Mina died in my vision, along with half the city.”

“Yes, but that’s only because we haven’t gotten to work on a counter-offensive yet. We were waiting for a plan to stick. But now it looks like we’ve got one, we can start figuring out how to stop him.”

In all honesty, Caroline had hated the last few weeks. Ever since Seph had started to get visions of Uther’s final plan, Caroline had been itching to stop him, and she knew that Mina wasn’t much better. But with Seph’s visions of the plan changing every night, there had been no point in working to counter a plan that might never happen.

But if this really was the final version of the plan, then they could finally get to work.

“Yeah, I guess so,” Seph agreed, though her tone lacked enthusiasm for the idea as the bathroom door opened and Mina stepped back through.

“Hey,” she said softly as she realised Seph was awake. “Did you have another vision?”

Seph nodded. “It was the same one as last night.”

“Which is good,” Caroline said, hoping to drive the point home for Seph. “If it’s the same plan, then we can start figuring out how to fight it.”

Mina nodded. “Yeah, you’re right, this is good news. We can start looking at how to counter this curse as soon as we get into work. For now, I’m going to make sure that the kids are up and ready.”

Once she was out of the room, Seph turned to Caroline with a raised eyebrow. “She does know that as a Witch she can just cast a glamour instead of subjecting her hair to that awful dye job, right? Or, Creator, if she doesn’t want the drain on her magic, there are potions that would be a thousand times better than boxed dye.”

Caroline frowned. “What do you mean?”

“I mean that her hair looks awful and there’s a vicious smell of chemicals coming from the bathroom.”

Caroline had to admit that the chemical smell had been bothering her since Mina had opened the door, but she hadn’t noticed anything wrong with her hair, and she was confused by Human beauty products in general. They tended to be gunky or goopy, and Caroline liked neither on her face.

“But her hair was still black. Why would she dye her hair the same colour it’s always been?”

“Probably for the same reason she keeps insisting that she doesn't need reading glasses.”

“Yes, but that doesn’t make sense to me either. If she’s struggling to see, and there’s a device that would help her, I don’t understand why she’s so reluctant to use it.”

“Because she only needs them because she’s getting older. And she’s dyeing her hair to cover up the grey in it. Caroline, we both still look like we’re in our twenties. Maybe someone will peg us for early thirties, but that will have more to do with how we carry ourselves than any physical signs of ageing. It will be centuries before either of us gets a wrinkle or grey hair, but Mina’s getting them now. Her access to your magic will likely slow the process and extend her lifespan a little, but nowhere near as long as ours.”

Caroline looked away, a lump forming in her throat. It wasn’t that she wasn’t aware of what Seph was saying. She’d always known that Mina would age faster than her and have a lifespan that was a fraction of her own.

But it wasn’t exactly something she liked to think about.

She turned to Seph. “Have you ever looked into the future to see what happens with... With us in the long-term?”

Seph shook her head. “Our fight against Uther is clouding the future. As I said before, my current visions show you both dying when we face him. Until he’s gone, I can’t get a clear read on what our future will be like when we win. But even if I did, I’m not sure I would tell you. People shouldn’t know their fates, Caroline.”

“You know yours.”

“I know. And there is some degree to which I will have to keep looking for everyone’s safety. I’ve already seen anchor points...”

She trailed off, and Caroline had figured out why at this point.

Seph didn’t want to worry her or Mina, but she’d seen glimpses of the children’s futures. Points where they would be tied to momentous events.

But that was far from now and defeating Uther would likely have ripple effects across everyone’s fates.

It was a problem for tomorrow.

Seph looked away. “I’m not going to look further into our futures, Caroline. Beyond danger that we can avoid, I don’t want to know. I’ll keep an eye on Demon dangers and an eye on immediate health issues, but nothing more.” She sighed. “Not that any of this will actually matter if we don’t defeat my brother.”

Caroline leaned close to Seph, her hand going to her cheek. “We’ll deal with him, Seph. I promise you, we’ll figure this out, and we’ll have a future together beyond him.”

Seph leaned into her touch and Caroline couldn’t help but revel in that. It wasn’t too long ago that Seph was pulling away from her altogether, and Caroline was more than thankful for the change as she leaned in close, bringing her lips to Seph’s.
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Chapter Three
Mina
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“Knock knock,” Mina heard as Arjun entered their apartment. He and Gregor lived in apartments downstairs, and both had keys. They didn’t live together – they had separate apartments – but from what Mina could suss out, that was like saying that Seph didn’t live with her and Caroline because she technically also had an apartment downstairs.

One Mina was sure that Seph had never set foot in and had likely even forgotten about after Gregor had told her it was hers.

Arjun and Gregor didn’t enter Mina and Caroline’s apartment without knocking all the time, but when expected for morning pick-up, Arjun had stopped bothering.

“I’m in the kitchen,” Mina called as she put the twins’ breakfasts down on their highchair trays. “Diya’s still packing in her room.”

Arjun made his way through and Mina activated the sound dampening spell on the kitchen once he was inside, not wanting their words to travel.

Arjun raised an eyebrow at the glowing rune, now more familiar with the magic. “Something you wanted to talk to me about?”

She nodded. “Look, Arjun, I appreciate that you and Gregor probably have your reasons for not wanting to be open about your relationship, but this is getting ridiculous. It’s been months and just because you split your time between your apartment and his doesn’t mean that you’re not living together.”

“I...” He looked away. “We’re really that obvious, huh?”

“Obvious enough for Diya to have figured it out. Look, I don’t care if you don’t tell anyone else, but Diya knows you’re keeping secrets from her and it’s stressing her out. You need to talk with her.”

He grimaced. “I just... I hadn’t realised. I thought we were being... Well, I didn’t think anyone would figure it out.”

Mina gave him a small smile. “Hey, it’s okay, Arjun. Really. Like I said, I just want you to talk to Diya.”

“I know, but... If she figured it out, who else might have?”

“Well, she stays with you almost half the time now, and Gregor is always there. She’s had a unique vantage point.”

He raised an eyebrow. “And you wouldn’t have figured it out if she hadn’t told you?”

Mina gave an awkward shrug. “Well, admittedly, no. I had already figured it out when she said that she knew. But I’m friends with both of you, and we live in the same building. I don’t see how anyone else would know. Why? Who are you worried about?”

He sighed. “My family.”

“Really? Your family never struck me as that bad. And at this point, they can’t be holding out for you finding another wife and having kids, right?”

Mina had tried to be tactful about her words there, but she wasn’t sure she’d pulled it off as Arjun still winced at the reminder that his last relationship had fallen apart because he could no longer have children.

She supposed the danger of living with two autistic partners was that she’d gotten too used to their preference for bluntness.

He shook his head. “You didn’t hear the things they said after you left, Mina. I swear, it was a nightmare just making sure that they never said any of it in front of Diya.”

Mina grimaced. “Thank you for doing that. If she ever did hear anything, she didn’t tell me. And believe me, she tended to tell me when people made comments about my sexuality after we first split up. I think it really upset her whenever anyone said anything about it. More than it upset me, to be honest.” She sighed. “But it’s likely that whatever they said was only because I left you. They might have thought that they were making you feel better by calling me names. And even if that’s not the case, I’m not asking you to be open with everyone, Arjun. Just Diya.”

“I know, I know. I just... It’s been on my mind, anyway. I care about Gregor a lot, Mina. I think... I think I’m really starting to fall for him. And it hasn’t escaped my notice that he would appreciate it if we were more open about our relationship. He hasn’t said anything, and he’s being patient with me, but I know what he wants out of a partner, Mina, and
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