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How to use this ebook:

•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.

•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.

•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.

•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.

•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.
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Santuario de Chimayó



Breathtakingly beautiful, culturally rich, and heaving with history, this landscape holds an unmistakable cinematic quality. It’s easy to feel as if you’re stepping onto a grand stage, about to be swept up into a timeless epic—a feeling not lost on New Mexico’s burgeoning film industry. There are good reasons for this, of course, not the least of which are the numerous Native American pueblos, cliff dwellings, and petroglyphs that speak to an unbroken heritage that dates back hundreds of years.

With its signature adobe buildings and dusty lanes set against the imposing backdrop of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, Santa Fe looks every bit the country’s oldest state capital. Its identity, like much of New Mexico, is shaped in equal measure by centuries-long Spanish American and Native American influences, yet this is also a city that has been forged by the artists who continue to be drawn to and inspired by its elemental and otherworldly beauty. Taos, too, is a mecca for creative types, yet its greater isolation makes it feel off the grid; its free-spirited residents are proudly self-reliant. Far to the south, the old Route 66 slices through the physical heart of Albuquerque, in some ways a literal reminder of the city’s strong connection to its past, as its forward-thinking efforts to attract tech startups continue apace.

Make no mistake: This is the high desert, and forgiveness is not in its nature. That said, come prepared for outdoor adventures and you’ll be rewarded. From Class IV rafting trips buoyed by snowmelt in the spring to perspective-shifting balloon rides in the fall and hair-raising black diamond ski runs in the winter, the choices before you could occupy a lifetime.

It’s this boundlessness—be it in terms of time, vistas, or options—that is perhaps this region’s greatest appeal. It’s not a place easily contained or defined, and it’s all the better for it. So, settle back and sample what you can at your own pace. Chances are you will be back for more.
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Taos Pueblo



10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Touring Acoma Pueblo, the Sky City that has persevered for centuries.
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2 Admiring the stepped adobe buildings at Taos Pueblo, home to the oldest continually inhabited community in the United States.
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3 Visiting Ghost Ranch—the house where Georgia O’Keeffe created her art—and the surrounding landscape that inspired it.
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4 Feasting on New Mexican cuisine.
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5 Rafting the Rio Grande Gorge.
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6 Ballooning across New Mexico’s endless blue sky.
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Ewe and Me by Kevin Box and Beth Johnson (left) and Conversation Peace by Kevin Box (right) in front of Kay Contemporary Art

7 Appreciating art in Santa Fe at its beating heart, Canyon Road.
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8 Seeking out Native American Culture, including taking in ceremonial dances.
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9 Hiking through natural splendor.
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10 Mountain biking—adventure begins with a set of knobby wheels.



Planning Your Trip

WHERE TO GO

Santa Fe

Marked by winding streets and thick-walled adobe homes, New Mexico’s picturesque capital is intimate in scale and exudes a golden glow. Scores of galleries—including those lining fabled Canyon Road—are a major draw, as are museums for state history, Native American and folk art, and more. Scenic hiking trails are just a few minutes’ drive—not far beyond are the cliff dwellings at Bandelier National Monument, as well as the landscape that inspired painter Georgia O’Keeffe at Abiquiu, and the birthplace of the atomic bomb at Los Alamos.
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Canyon Road, sculptures Aria (left) and Breeze (right) by Gilberto Romero



[image: image]

Taos

A small town of about 6,500, Taos is home to artists, trust-fund hippies, spiritual seekers, and ski bums—in addition to the Spanish and American Indian families who’ve called the place home for centuries. There are memorable sights, most notably the ancient Taos Pueblo, the iconic San Francisco de Asis Church, and a handful of small museums, while the Taos Ski Valley continues to cement its world-class status. But its atmosphere, cultivated in mellow coffee shops, understated but exceptional restaurants, and hidden hot springs, is the real attraction. Spend a day driving around the Enchanted Circle, a loop of two-lane roads through high valleys and historic wilderness gateways.

Albuquerque

A modern Western city, and the state’s biggest, Albuquerque sprawls at the base of the Sandia Mountains. It’s proud of its Route 66 heritage, but it’s also preserving farmland along the Rio Grande and enlivening its downtown core. To the west, the breathtaking Acoma Pueblo sits atop a monolithic mesa, while the wetlands of the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge to the south attract thousands of migratory birds. Head north to Santa Fe through the former mining towns of the Turquoise Trail or alongside the Jemez Mountains and the red rocks of Jemez Pueblo.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

Seasons

About 300 days of sunshine annually mean just about anytime is the right time to visit. High season for tourism is mid-May to mid-September, but the early summer can be hot, windy, and dry, with a risk of forest fires. The weather is far more pleasant from July on, when the day’s heat is usually tamed with a strong, brief rainstorm in the afternoon, and the landscape is shrouded in green hues. Summer is the only time to hike at higher elevations, as many trails are still snow covered as late as May. If you want to go rafting, plan on late May-early June, when the snowmelt makes the rivers run high and wild. Winter sees a surge of visitors heading straight to the slopes, and traditional celebrations preceding Christmas are wonderful; many sights are closed or have limited hours, however.

The shoulder seasons have their own appeal and can be cheaper, particularly in April, when ski season has wound down, and in November, when it hasn’t gotten started. Note that Taos Pueblo closes to visitors for about 10 weeks February-April. Spring weather brings the most variables, with chances of snowfall or ceaseless hot winds—and roads can be bogged down with mud. In the fall, the crowds disperse, leaving crisp temperatures and generally clear skies through late October—great hiking weather, especially among the aspen trees, which turn a brilliant yellow.


If You Have . . .

• THREE DAYS: Pick one city to explore.

• FIVE DAYS: Visit Santa Fe, with a night in Taos; or do Albuquerque, with a night in Santa Fe.

• ONE WEEK: From Santa Fe, add a day in Abiquiu and Bandelier; from Albuquerque, visit Acoma and the Bosque.

• TWO WEEKS: Do it all, including heading north to Chama and driving the scenic Turquoise Trail.



Advance Reservations

New Mexico is a just-show-up kind of place, but a few special events and activities require some forethought.

If you’re planning a visit between Christmas and New Year’s, during Santa Fe’s Spanish Market (July) or Indian Market (August), or for Albuquerque’s Balloon Fiesta (October), book a hotel 6-8 months in advance.

Attending a ceremonial dance is worth planning a trip around. They occur several times a year at every pueblo, on village feast days, Catholic holidays, and around seasonal turning points. Check the schedules for Taos Pueblo, as well as pueblos around Santa Fe and Albuquerque.

The Georgia O’Keeffe Home in Abiquiu is open to guided tours that can fill up fast; book at least a month in advance.

Online ticket sales for the Santa Fe Opera  start in October for the July and August summer season. Book in the winter for the best seat selection.

Accommodations in the Taos Ski Valley can be hard to come by during the winter months. Reserve your stay a couple of months out if you plan on hitting the slopes.
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Taos Ski Valley village



New Mexico CulturePass

The New Mexico CulturePass ($30) is good for 12 months and grants onetime access to all 15 state-run museums and historic sites. This includes four Santa Fe institutions—the New Mexico Museum of Art, the New Mexico History Museum, the Museum of Indian Arts & Culture, and the Museum of International Folk Art—as well as two in Albuquerque (the National Hispanic Cultural Center and the Museum of Natural History and Science), and the Coronado and Jemez historic sites. It also covers attractions farther afield, in Las Cruces, Alamogordo, and more—great if you’re a state resident or you’re already planning a longer return visit within the year. Purchase the pass at any of the state’s museums and historic sites.
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Light Among the Ruins at the Jemez Historic Site
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BEST OF Santa Fe, Taos & Albuquerque

While you could conceivably explore Santa Fe, Taos, and Albuquerque for months on end, seeking out ever more remote hiking trails and sweeping vistas, six days gives just enough time to appreciate the distinct character of each community.

Day 1

Arrive at Albuquerque’s Sunport airport; make your way directly to Santa Fe. For old-school style, stay at La Fonda—it’s a short stroll to The Shed for dinner, and you can cap the evening with a margarita in the lively hotel lobby bar.

Day 2

Start with a breakfast burrito at Tia Sophia’s, then stroll around the plaza. Depending on your interests, visit the history museum at the Palace of the Governors or the New Mexico Museum of Art. Pop in to see the winding staircase at the Loretto Chapel, then cruise the galleries on Canyon Road, finishing up with drinks and tapas, and maybe even dancing at El Farol.

Day 3

Get an early start to Bandelier National Monument, followed by lunch at La Cocina in Española. In midafternoon, return to Santa Fe to explore the House of Eternal Return at Meow Wolf Santa Fe, followed by happy hour drinks in the Railyard at Cowgirl BBQ. Settle in for dinner at Joseph’s or Radish & Rye.


A Landscape that Inspires

Santa Fe and Taos have long histories of fostering creative output, much of it inspired by the surrounding landscape. Tour northern New Mexico with a creative eye, and you’ll find art of all sorts in the cities and towns and along the dusty roads in between. What really makes the region special are the numerous opportunities it presents to learn about the inspiration behind the art—often from the artists themselves.

SANTA FE

• Art lovers need not spend all their time in museums (though there are some great ones). It can be just as rewarding to visit studios, talk with artists, and see how their creations come to life. No place in the state—and perhaps the country—exemplifies this quite like Canyon Road.

• Drive the High Road to Taos to see woodworkers’ studios and weavers’ workshops.

• Northwest of Santa Fe lies Abiquiu, turf that painter Georgia O’Keeffe called her own, even if she had only a small house in town and a studio at Ghost Ranch. Everything under the sway of flat-topped Pedernal Peak, so often depicted in her work, was grist for her creativity.

TAOS

• Taos is the best place to see where and how local artists lived: At the Mabel Dodge Luhan House, now an inn, Mabel’s own bed is still in place in her sunlit room with views of Taos Mountain. Elsewhere in town, the E. L. Blumenschein Home and Taos Art Museum at Fechin House both show how artists adapted their residences to their personal styles.

• Perhaps the most illuminating spot is Dorothy Brett’s miniscule cabin at the D. H. Lawrence Ranch. Across the yard, in front of Lawrence’s only slightly larger home, is the towering pine depicted in Georgia O’Keeffe’s The Lawrence Tree. Get her perspective, and the curving lines of the painting come into focus.



Day 4

Drive to Taos via the low road, detouring to the pilgrimage site of Chimayó. Stop for lunch at Zuly’s in Dixon. In Taos, head straight to Taos Pueblo. Admire the sunset at the Rio Grande Gorge, then stop at the Adobe Bar at the Taos Inn for a margarita and head up the road for dinner at The Love Apple or Orlando’s.
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the Rio Grande Gorge Bridge



Day 5

In the morning, have breakfast at Gutiz or Michael’s Kitchen, and, on your way out of town, stop by San Francisco de Asis Church. Drive back to Albuquerque via the high road past Truchas and Las Trampas, then along the Turquoise Trail, stopping for lunch in Cerrillos or Madrid before visiting the Tinkertown Museum. In Albuquerque, take a sunset ride up the Sandia Peak Tramway. Enjoy dinner and drinks downtown at 505 Central.

Day 6

Have a big breakfast at The Frontier and, if time allows, stroll around Nob Hill before catching your plane out of the Albuquerque airport.


High Desert Adventure

Stark, unforgiving, rugged—all are words used to describe New Mexico’s high desert, where Santa Fe, Taos, and Albuquerque are located. Marked by jagged mountains, endless and impossibly blue skies, and flora that endures against all odds, this landscape has a primal beauty that can impact you to your core. The sheer vastness is intoxicating; the adventures that await are suitably epic.

• Valles Caldera National Preserve: With mountain streams, thick alpine forests, and herds of elk grazing seemingly endless lush meadows, this pristine 13-mile-wide preserve beckons backcountry hikers, mountain bikers, and cross-country skiers.

• Taos Box: Steep canyon walls loom alongside the 16 miles of surging waters of the Taos Box; the only way out is rafting the increasingly wild rapids that provide thrills and gasps in equal measure.

• Taos Ski Valley: Skiers and snow­boarders take to the slopes at this world-class resort that has it all—including stunning scenery and a German beer garden.

• Hot-Air Ballooning: As you drift silently over Albuquerque, unmatched views open up in all directions—there’s simply no better way to take in the Sandia Mountains and the Rio Grande than from a balloon.
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Weekend Getaways

Just an hour from the Albuquerque airport, Santa Fe lends itself perfectly to a romantic weekend. Settle in at one of the many remarkable hotels and make reservations at a couple of the city’s best restaurants (those mentioned here are just a few possibilities). With planning, you could also spend an evening at the Santa Fe Opera in the summer. Isolated, countercultural Taos is worth the extra 90-minute drive if you’re really looking to get off the map and off the grid, while Albuquerque offers a fun and funky city break, along with great outdoor activities.

Santa Fe

Day 1

Fly into Albuquerque. Head to Santa Fe via the scenic Turquoise Trail and check in to your hotel: La Fonda for a touch of history or Inn of the Governors. If it’s summertime, head to Canyon Road for the gallery crawl, which gets started around 5pm. In winter, have a cocktail at Secreto Lounge, then walk over to dinner at Joseph’s.

Day 2

Grab breakfast in a booth at the Plaza Café. Traditionalists can spend the morning at the New Mexico Museum of Art and Georgia O’Keeffe Museum. Quirkier tastes? Head for the House of Eternal Return and Museum of International Folk Art. In the afternoon, soak in a private hot tub at Ten Thousand Waves, followed by a massage, then dinner at the spa’s restaurant, Izanami. Hit the late-night movie at Violet Crown.

Day 3

Take an early morning stroll around the Santa Fe Canyon Preserve. Treat yourself to brunch at Harry’s Roadhouse or Café Fina, a little south of town, for high-end diner-style goodies and one last great view, then drive back down I-25 to catch your flight out.

Taos

Day 1

Fly into Albuquerque. Head to Taos via I-25 and the low road. Pick a prime plaza-view room at Hotel La Fonda de Taos or luxuriate in a suite at Palacio de Marquesa. Stroll the plaza and visit the E. L. Blumenschein Home and the galleries on Ledoux Street. Have a gourmet burger for dinner at The Burger Stand, then check out The Alley Cantina.

Day 2

Visit Taos Pueblo in the morning. In the afternoon, tour the Taos Art Museum at Fechin House and the Millicent Rogers Museum. If you’d rather hike, head for Williams Lake in the Taos Ski Valley—it’s a steep hike, but fairly short. Be dazzled by dinner at Medley in Arroyo Seco.

Day 3

Drop by San Francisco de Asis Church in the morning, then prepare for the drive back south with breakfast at Ranchos Plaza Grill. Head out along the high road to Santa Fe and then I-25 to the airport, which takes about four hours without much dawdling; a straight shot back down the low road will shave about 40 minutes off the trip.

Albuquerque

Day 1

Arrive at Albuquerque International Sunport (ABQ) and transfer to your hotel: Try Los Poblanos Historic Inn for rural quiet, or the Hotel Andaluz downtown if you want to be in the middle of the action. Stroll around downtown and peek in the KiMo Theatre, then have sunset drinks at the Apothecary Lounge, followed by dinner down the street at Farina Pizzeria.


New Mexico’s Cultural Mix

New Mexicans have particular ways of identifying themselves and the elements of the state’s unique cultural mix. The people who have lived in the highlands and along the Rio Grande for millennia usually refer to themselves as “Indians,” or “American Indians” in formal situations; or they will call themselves by their pueblo’s specific name—Jemez or Santa Clara, for instance. The term “Native American” appears occasionally, but most New Mexican Indians see it as just another inaccurate label.

Those who trace their roots to the conquistadors call themselves “Spanish” or “Hispano.” The latter is not to be confused with “Hispanic,” which refers to Spanish speakers regardless of background. “Hispano” is also distinct from “Mexican” and “Latino.”

The third category is the catchall term “Anglo,” which really just means “none of the above”—whether you’re white, Asian, or even African American, you could be considered Anglo, a relative latecomer to the state of New Mexico.



Day 2

Stroll around Old Town and take the ABQ Trolley Co. tour. Have lunch at Duran Central Pharmacy, then check out the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center. Spend the evening in Nob Hill with dinner at Frenchish.

Day 3

Get up early (again) for a hot-air balloon ride, overlooking the city from the Rio Grande to the mountains. Head to The Grove for a late breakfast, then cruise Route 66 and up to the East Mountains to see the Tinkertown Museum and Madrid. Optional: Cut west on dirt roads to Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument and get a last dose of chile at the Pueblo Restaurant.


TOP EXPERIENCE

What to Expect at Ceremonial Dances

Visiting a pueblo for a ceremonial dance or feast-day celebration is one of the most memorable parts of a trip to New Mexico. But it’s important to remember that a pueblo dance is not at all for the benefit of tourists. It is a ceremony and a religious ritual, not a performance—you are a guest, not an audience member.

Keep this in mind as a guide to your own behavior. Applause is not appropriate, nor is conversation during the dance. Queries about the meaning of the dances are generally not appreciated. Never walk in the dance area, and try not to block the view of pueblo residents. The kivas, as holy spaces, are always off-limits to outsiders. During feast days, some pueblo residents may open their doors to visitors, perhaps for a snack or drink—but be considerate of others who may also want to visit, and don’t stay too long. Photography is strictly forbidden at dances (sometimes with the exception of Los Matachines, which is not a religious ritual). Don’t even think about trying to sneak a shot with your smartphone, as tribal police will be more than happy to confiscate it.

On a practical level, be prepared for a lot of waiting around. Start times are always approximate, and everything depends on when the dancers are done with their kiva rituals. There will usually be a main, seasonal dance—such as the corn dance at the summer solstice—followed by several others. If you go in the winter, dress warmly, but in layers. Ceremonies often start inside the close-packed, overheated church, and then dances often proceed outside in the cold.

You can learn more about ceremonial dances in the following areas:

• Santa Fe

• Taos

• Albuquerque
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American Indian Heritage

TOP EXPERIENCE

The culture that developed before the Spanish conquest in the 16th century is visible in the pueblos (both ruined and inhabited) and in excellent museums that hold some of the region’s finest works. Even if you’re visiting only one city on your trip, there’s a lot of Native history to see in and around each place—but definitely try to schedule a visit around a dance ceremony, as this will give you the most memorable impression of the living culture.

If you’re serious about buying art and jewelry, you could time your visit with the Santa Fe Indian Market in August, which showcases more than 1,200 Native American artisans. Otherwise, visit the gift shops at the Museum of Contemporary Native Arts in Santa Fe or the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center in Albuquerque to get an idea of prices and quality; you can also buy directly from craftspeople at the pueblos.

Santa Fe

On Museum Hill, visit the Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian and the Museum of Indian Arts & Culture, two fascinating exhibitions of arts and crafts. Then see what current work is on display at the Museum of Contemporary Native Arts, perhaps picking up some craftwork at the gift shop or from the vendors at the Palace of the Governors. Even Hotel Santa Fe, co-owned by Picurís Pueblo, showcases tribal art.

The pueblos north of the city offer more in the way of casinos than they do in traditional sightseeing, but the Poeh Museum at Pojoaque is worth a stop, and collectors will want to make the drive to San Ildefonso Pueblo for its stunning black-on-black pottery. Finally, visit the Puyé Cliff Dwellings or Bandelier National Monument to see the homes inhabited by the ancestors of today’s Pueblo people.
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Bandelier National Monument



Taos

Head straight to Taos Pueblo—one of the most beautiful spots in the state, the organic adobe structures seemingly untouched by time (only seemingly—in fact, they get a fresh coat of mud nearly every year). Have a meal at Tiwa Kitchen, or at least sample the fry bread and chokecherry syrup. Don’t miss the excellent weaving and pottery collections at the Millicent Rogers Museum.

Albuquerque

Start with a visit to the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, with its excellent museum and café. Then head to the edge of town: to the West Mesa, where Petroglyph National Monument has trails past hundreds of ancient rock carvings, and to Bernalillo, north of the city, where you can climb down into a ceremonial kiva at Coronado State Monument.
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Petroglyph National Monument



Mesa-top Acoma Pueblo is well worth the drive west of the city—along with Taos Pueblo, it’s the most scenic (and oldest) in New Mexico. You can break up the trip with a stop at Laguna Pueblo to see its mission church. South and east through the Manzano Mountains are the Salinas Pueblo Missions, ruined villages that didn’t survive the Spanish conquest. North of the city, the Jemez Mountain Trail runs through Jemez Pueblo—the red-rock scenery is beautiful, and don’t miss the fry bread from the vendors set up in front of the Walatowa Visitor Center.

Rest up from your road trips at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya resort, owned by Santa Ana Pueblo.
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Best Hikes

TOP EXPERIENCE

Not only is New Mexico’s mountain scenery stunning, but also the population is sparse, so it’s easy to get out of town, hit a trail, and have the natural splendor all to yourself. Bear in mind that hiking is not advisable until at least mid-May; even then you will encounter snowpack at higher elevations. Visiting in the fall may be colder, but the glowing yellow aspen groves that stud the mountains are a major attraction. Hiking distances and times given below are round-trip approximations.

Santa Fe

• Atalaya Mountain (6 miles, 4 hours): This hike, which sets off from a college parking lot and ends at a 9,121-foot peak, is a prime example of the bounty that trails near Santa Fe offer.

• Aspen Vista (11.5 miles, 6-8 hours): Although grueling at times for its relentless ascent on the first leg, this hike offers views—particularly when the aspens change color in the fall—that will keep you pushing onward. The first 2.5 miles are the most aspen-intense, so if you don’t have a full day to spare, you can do a shorter out-and-back hike.
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Aspen Vista trail



• Rio en Medio (7 miles, 4-5 hours): Waterfalls and wildflowers make this trail a perennial favorite among locals. That it’s fairly flat for northern New Mexico is a bonus.

Taos

• Devisadero Trail (6 miles, 3-4 hours): Some of the best views of Taos can be had from this trail’s many overlooks.

• West Rim Trail (9 miles, 3-4 hours one-way): Take a hike along the state’s most famous gorge and keep an eye out for bighorn sheep along the way.

• Williams Lake Trail (4 miles, 3 hours): A pretty alpine lake, cut out of the mountain like a bowl, awaits you on this well-traveled trail in the Taos Ski Valley.
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Williams Lake



Albuquerque

• Embudito Canyon Trail (12 miles, 7-8 hours): Hike through a canyon dotted with cholla and chamisa at the lower elevations before passing through a forest of pines on your way up to the 9,768-foot South Sandia Peak.

• Crest Trail (3.2 miles, 2 hours): Whether you arrive by the Sandia Peak Tramway or the scenic Sandia Crest Road, this teaser of a hike, with its stunning views, will whet your appetite for more.
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Best Mountain Biking

TOP EXPERIENCE

While mountain bikers can take advantage of many of the same trails as hikers, those listed below are held in special regard among northern New Mexico’s off-road riders.

Santa Fe

• La Tierra Trails: Sample a variety of single- and double-track routes on this 25-mile network of trails just outside the city.

• Winsor Trail: With downhill sections, technical challenges, and a dirt road, this 9.25-mile (one-way) trail has it all.

Taos

• Alpine Wildflower Loop: Not too challenging, this 10.3-mile loop trail is one to ride for the mountain scenery, with numerous overlooks.

• South Boundary Trail: Start this classic 20-mile (one-way) tour of the Sangre de Cristos at the Angel Fire Resort, and be prepared for an exhilarating ride with a bit of everything.

Albuquerque

• Sandia Peak Ski Area: In the summer months, head up to this 30-mile network of cross-country trails.

• Trail 365: This popular and varied 16-mile single-track trail is a great introduction to the many rides close at hand in the Sandia foothills.


TOP EXPERIENCE

The Best of New Mexican Cuisine

Given the region’s distinctive cuisine—from only-in-New-Mexico hot chile to gourmet creativity—it would be easy to plan a vacation entirely around eating.

BEST TRADITIONAL NEW MEXICAN

“Red or green?” is the official state question, the dilemma diners face when they order anything that can be drowned in an earthy red-chile sauce or a chunky, vegetal green one (Hint: if you can’t decide, choose “Christmas”).

• Tia Sophia’s: History was made in this old-school spot near the Santa Fe Plaza: It’s allegedly where the breakfast burrito was invented.

• Rancho de Chimayó: An essential stop after visiting the nearby Santuario, this inviting inn has a menu full of immensely satisfying dishes such as sopaipilla relleno.

• Orlando’s: The Taos favorite is known for its green-chile sauce, deceptively smooth and velvety, considering the heat it packs.

• Mary & Tito’s Café: This family restaurant in Albuquerque has been named a James Beard American Classic, thanks to its carne adovada.

BEST GREEN-CHILE CHEESEBURGERS

This greasy treat is so genius, it has been immortalized in the official New Mexico Green Chile Cheeseburger Trail (www.newmexico.org). A few GCCB options:

• Bang Bite: The signature roasted five-chile-blend burger at this orange food truck draws long lines. The wait is more than worth it.

• Santa Fe Bite: This casual restaurant grinds its own meat and shapes the enormous patties by hand.

• The Frontier: With a pot of green-chile stew at the condiment counter, you can ladle on as much heat as you want.

• Laguna Burger: Unfussy spots—two locations are at gas stations—with exceedingly flavorful patties stuffed inside grilled buns.

BEST FRESH AND LOCAL

New Mexico’s extreme climate makes farming difficult—locally grown produce is justifiably treasured.

• Café Pasqual’s: At this Santa Fe legend, open since 1979, Chef Katharine Kagel went organic before organic was cool.

• Joseph’s: Chef Joseph Wrede, formerly a Taos icon, moved to Santa Fe to teach this glitzy town what New Mexican terroir really is—and even elevates the GCCB.

• Vinaigrette: This “salad bistro” in Santa Fe grows its own greens on a nearby farm and can vouch for every ingredient on its menu.

• The Love Apple: This candlelit bistro proudly lists the source of all of its fresh ingredients, from its beef to its cornmeal.

• Campo: Guests at Los Poblanos Historic Inn in Los Ranchos de Albuquerque enjoy fresh eggs for breakfast, and sublime salads and ribeye steaks at dinner.
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Highlights

Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.

S Canyon Road Galleries: Along this road are more than 80 galleries comprising the heart of Santa Fe’s art scene (click here).

S Museum of International Folk Art: In the main exhibition hall, all the world’s crafts, from Appalachian quilts to Zulu masks, are jumbled together in an inspiring display of human creativity (click here).
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S Meow Wolf Santa Fe: Meow Wolf’s immersive House of Eternal Return expands the mind—and the definition of art—in Santa Fe (click here).

S Sky Railway: Take a train to solve a murder mystery, or simply gaze upon a star-filled sky (click here).

S Ten Thousand Waves: As much a part of Santa Fe’s identity as a centuries-old adobe, this Japanese-styled spa is the ultimate mountain getaway (click here).

S Santa Fe Indian Market: The amount and quality of Native American artwork on display during this late-summer celebration is staggering (click here).

S Bandelier National Monument: Spend a day exploring the once-hidden valley of Frijoles Canyon, where ancestors of today’s Pueblo people constructed an elaborate city complex with cliffside cave homes (click here).

S Valles Caldera National Preserve: You’re more likely to spot elk herds than groups of hikers in the lush meadows and pristine backcountry of this massive crater, where you can also mountain bike and snowshoe under the stars (click here).

S Ghost Ranch: This landscape’s dramatic red cliffs and windblown pinnacles inspired Georgia O’Keeffe. Take in the scenery on a horseback ride or hike to Chimney Rock for sweeping views of Abiquiu and the Pedernal (click here).

S Santuario de Chimayó: Faith is palpable in this village church north of Santa Fe, known as “the Lourdes of America,” thanks to the healing powers attributed to the holy dirt found here (click here).



More than 400 years after its founding as a remote Spanish outpost, Santa Fe remains proudly and blissfully quite unlike anywhere else in the country.

Indeed, this small cluster of mud-colored buildings in the mountains of northern New Mexico seems to subsist on dreams alone, as this city of 70,000 has a larger proportion of writers and artists than any other community in the United States. Art galleries are ubiquitous—one famous half-mile stretch of road alone has more than 80—and lots packed with film crews are increasingly common sights. In all, nearly half the city is employed in the larger arts industry. (Cynics would lump the state legislature, which convenes in the capitol here, into this category as well.)

The city fabric itself is a by-product of this creativity—many of the “adobe” buildings in the distinctive downtown area are in fact plaster and stucco, built in the early 20th century to satisfy an official vision of how Santa Fe should present itself to tourists. And the mix of old-guard Spanish, Pueblo Indians, groovy Anglos, and international jet-setters of all stripes has even developed a soft but distinct accent—a vaguely continental intonation, with a vocabulary drawn from the 1960s counterculture and alternative healing.

What keeps Santa Fe grounded is its location, tucked in the foothills of the Sangre de Cristos. The mountains are never far, even if you’re just admiring the view from your massage table at a Japanese-style spa or dining at an elegant restaurant on mushrooms sourced from secret high meadows. You can be out of town and at a trailhead in 10 minutes, skiing down a precipitous slope in 30, or wandering among the ochre-colored hills you’ve seen in Georgia O’Keeffe’s paintings of Abiquiu in 60. East of the city is the Pecos Wilderness Area, a couple hundred thousand acres studded with summits such as the 12,600-foot Santa Fe Baldy and 13,100-foot Truchas Peak.
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Santa Fe’s history is intrinsic to that of the Southwest; what took place here echoed across the region and farther east, too. It’s the second-oldest city in the United States (after St. Augustine, Florida), and it’s surrounded by pueblos that have been inhabited since well before the Spanish arrived, alongside remnants of older settlements, such as the cliff dwellings in Bandelier National Monument. As the capital of the Spanish territory of Nuevo México, Santa Fe was a far-flung outpost, a gateway to the wilder, emptier lands to the north. And it still is, with two scenic routes running north to Taos: The high road winds along mountain ridges, while the low road follows the Rio Grande.

PLANNING YOUR TIME

Santa Fe is an ideal destination for a three-day weekend. Add another day or two to take a day hike outside of town or make the drive to Taos, Los Alamos, or Abiquiu. Summer is high season, no more so than during Spanish Market and Indian Market, in July and August, respectively. This is also when the gallery scene is in full swing; plan to be in the city on a Friday night, when the Canyon Road galleries have their convivial openings.

In fall, the city is much calmer and offers beautiful hiking; the hills are greener, and dense groves of aspen trees on the Sangre de Cristo Mountains turn bright yellow. As in the rest of New Mexico, spring and early summer can be hot and windy, but the city is still pleasant, as lilacs bloom in May, tumbling over adobe walls and filling the air with scent. Winter is cold and occasionally snowy, but cloudy days are few. Late December in Santa Fe is a special time, as houses and hotels are decked with farolitos (paper-bag lanterns) and Canyon Road is alight with bonfires on Christmas Eve. After this, in January and February, hotel prices tend to drop dramatically, as the few tourists in town are here only to ski.

HISTORY

Around 1609, La Villa Real de la Santa Fé (The Royal City of the Holy Faith) was established as the capital of Spain’s northernmost territory in the New World. The Camino Real, the route that connected the outpost with Mexico, ended in the newly built plaza. Mexico’s independence from Spain in 1821 marked a shift in the city’s fortunes, as the new government opened up its northernmost territory to outside trade, via the Santa Fe Trail, from Missouri.

When the railroad arrived in nearby Lamy in 1880, it spurred what’s still Santa Fe’s lifeblood: tourism. Loads of curious Easterners flocked in. In 1912, a council of city planners decided to promote Santa Fe as a tourist destination and preserve its distinctive architecture. By 1917, the Museum of Fine Arts (now the New Mexico Museum of Art) had opened, and the first Indian Market was held in 1922, in response to the trend of Anglos collecting local arts and crafts.

Decades later, Santa Fe played a minor part in events that would shape the future of humanity. In 1943, the building at 109 East Palace Avenue became the “front office” and only known address for Los Alamos, where the country’s greatest scientists were developing the atomic bomb under a cloud of confidentiality. But the rational scientists left little mark. Right-brain thinking has continued to flourish, and the city is a modern, evolving version of its old self, an outpost of melding cultures that still draws artists and an increasing number of adventurers looking to explore the mountainous landscape.

ORIENTATION

Santa Fe is compact, with many of its major sights within walking distance from Santa Fe Plaza. You’re likely to spend much of your time within the oval formed by Paseo de Peralta, the main road that almost completely encircles the city’s downtown. On its east side, it connects with Canyon Road, the center of the city’s art scene, and Old Santa Fe Trail, which leads to Museum Hill and some of the city’s finest museums. Southwest of the plaza, around the intersection of Paseo de Peralta and Guadalupe Street, is the city’s mixed-use Railyard district. The Railyard is bounded on its southeastern edge by Cerrillos Road, a wide avenue lined with motel courts, shopping plazas, and chain restaurants. Compared with the central historic district, it’s unsightly, but there are some great local places to eat here, as well as the few inexpensive hotels in town. About five miles southwest of the plaza, the Siler-Rufina neighborhood has a more youthful feel than much of the city and is home to Meow Wolf Santa Fe. If you venture out to the broader Santa Fe metro area, you’ll find a smattering of diverse sights that are all easily reached via a quick outing from the city center.

Sights

DOWNTOWN

Santa Fe Plaza

Bordered by Lincoln Ave to the west, E. San Francisco St. to the south, Cathedral Pl. to the east, and W. Palace Ave. to the north

When Santa Fe was established around 1609, its layout was based on Spanish laws governing town planning in the colonies—hence the central plaza fronted by the Casas Reales (Palace of the Governors) on its north side. The pretty Santa Fe Plaza, its radial walkways shrouded in shade, is still the city’s social hub, and the blocks surrounding it are rich with history. Along the north side, under the portal of the Palace of the Governors, is one of the more iconic sights of Santa Fe: American Indians from all over New Mexico selling their craft work as they’ve been doing since the 1930s. More than 500 vendors are licensed to sell here after going through a strict application process that evaluates their technical skills. Every morning the 69 spots, each 12 bricks wide, are doled out by lottery. Expect anything from silver bracelets to pottery to heishi (shell bead) necklaces to freshly harvested piñon nuts. It’s a great opportunity to buy directly from a skilled artisan and learn about the work that went into a specific piece.
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The controversial Soldiers’ Monument (known locally as “the obelisk”), which had occupied the center of the plaza since 1867—and was dedicated to those who died in “battles with savage Indians in the territory of New Mexico”—was pulled down by demonstrators in 2020.

New Mexico History Museum

113 Lincoln Ave.; 505/476-5200; www.nmhistorymuseum.org; 10am-5pm daily May-Oct., 10am-5pm Tues.-Sun. Nov.-Apr.; $12

Opened in 2009, the New Mexico History Museum was intended to give a little breathing room for a collection that had been in storage for decades. Oddly, though, it feels like few actual objects are on display. The permanent exhibits give a good overview, but if you’re already familiar with the state’s storied past, you might not find much new here.

The museum has free admission every Friday (5pm-8pm) May-October, and the first Friday (5pm-7pm) of the month in winter. Walking tours depart from the blue gate on the Lincoln Avenue side of the New Mexico History Museum at 10:15am (Wed.-Sat. mid-Apr.-mid-Oct.; $25), covering all the plaza-area highlights in about two hours.

Palace of the Governors

105 W. Palace Ave.; 505/476-5100; 10am-5pm Mon.-Thurs. and Sat.-Sun., 10am-7pm Fri.; $12

Your ticket also admits you to the adjacent Palace of the Governors, the former seat of Santa Fe’s government, and a generally more compelling display. An unimposing building constructed in 1610, it’s been the site of several city-defining events. Diego de Vargas fought the Indian rebels here room by room when he retook the city in 1693; ill-fated Mexican governor Albino Pérez was beheaded in his office in 1837; and Governor Lew Wallace penned Ben Hur here in the late 1870s. The exhibits showcase some of the most beautiful items in the state’s collection: trinkets and photos from the 19th century, as well as the beautiful 18th-century Segesser hide paintings, two wall-size panels of buffalo skin. These works, along with the room they’re in (trimmed with 1909 murals of the Puyé cliffs) are worth the price of admission. In a couple of the restored furnished rooms, you can compare the living conditions of the Mexican leadership circa 1845 to the relative comfort the U.S. governor enjoyed in 1893.

New Mexico Museum of Art

107 W. Palace Ave.; 505/476-5072; www.nmartmuseum.org; 10am-4pm Tues.-Sun.; $12

Famed as much for its facade as for what it contains, the New Mexico Museum of Art is dedicated to work by New Mexican artists. Built in 1917, it is a beautiful example of Pueblo Revival architecture, originally designed as the New Mexico pavilion for a world expo in San Diego, California, two years prior. The curvaceous stucco-clad building combines elements from the most iconic pueblo mission churches—the bell towers, for instance, mimic those found at San Felipe. Inside, the collection starts with Gerald Cassidy’s oil painting Cui Bono?, on display since the museum’s opening in 1917 and still relevant, as it questions the benefits of pueblo tourism. Look out for an excellent collection of Awa Tsireh’s meticulous watercolors of ceremonial dances at San Ildefonso Pueblo, alongside works by other local American Indian artists.

On your way out, don’t miss the adjacent St. Francis Auditorium, where three artists adorned the walls with art nouveau murals depicting the life of Santa Fe’s patron saint. It’s rare to see a secular style—usually reserved for languorous ladies in flowing togas—used to render such scenes as the apotheosis of Saint Francis and Santa Clara’s renunciation, and the effect is beautiful.

As at the history museum, Friday evenings (5pm-7pm) are free admission in summer; November-April, only the first Friday of the month is free. Free docent-led tours around the museum run daily; call for the latest times. The museum also runs art-themed walking tours ($10) around the city center at 10am Monday; June-August, they also run at 10am Friday.

Supply shortages and increased costs have delayed the opening of the museum’s new contemporary art annex, Vladem Contemporary, scheduled to open in 2023 in a sleek Railyard building at the corner of Guadalupe Street and Montezuma Avenue.

La Fonda

100 E. San Francisco St.; 505/982-5511; www.lafondasantafe.com

La Fonda, at the corner of East San Francisco Street and Old Santa Fe Trail, has been offering respite to travelers in some form or another since 1607, and it still hums with history—even though the stacked Pueblo Revival place you see today dates from 1920. “The Inn at the End of the Trail” boomed in the early years of the trade route across the West, and also in the later gold-digging era, with a casino and saloon. It hosted the victory ball following General Stephen Watts Kearny’s takeover of New Mexico in the Mexican-American War. During the Civil War it housed Confederate general Henry Hopkins Sibley. Lynchings and shootings took place in the lobby. In the 1920s, La Fonda got a bit safer for the average tourist, as it joined the chain of Harvey Houses along the country’s railways, and architect Mary Jane Colter (best known for designing the hotels at the Grand Canyon) redesigned the interior. Since the 1960s, it has been a family-owned hotel.

Something about the waxed tile floors, painted glass, and heavy furniture convey the pleasant clamor of hotel life the way many more modern lobbies do not. Guests pick up their keys at an old wood reception desk, drop their letters in an Indian-drum-turned-mailbox, and chat with the concierge below a poster for Harvey’s Indian Detour car trips. Also look around—including up on the mezzanine level—at the great art collection. La Plazuela restaurant, in the skylight center courtyard, is a beautiful place for a meal (with good brunches), and the bar is timeless, with live country music many nights.

Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi

131 Cathedral Pl.; 505/982-5619; www.cbsfa.org; 9:30am-4:30pm Mon.-Sat.; free

Santa Fe’s showpiece, Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi, towering at the end of East San Francisco Street, was built over some 15 years in the late 19th century by domineering Bishop Jean-Baptiste Lamy. For more than three decades, the Frenchman struggled to “elevate” the city to European standards, and his folly is exemplified in this grandiose cathedral.

Lamy looked down on the locals’ religious practices, as the cult of the Virgin of Guadalupe was already well established, and the Penitente brotherhood was performing public self-flagellation. He also disliked their aesthetics. How could a person possibly reach heaven while praying on a dirt floor inside a building made of mud? Lamy assessed the tiny adobe church dedicated to St. Francis of Assisi, which had stood for 170 years, and decided he could do better. Construction on his Romanesque revival St. Francis Cathedral began in 1869, under the direction of architects and craftsmen from Europe. They used the old church as a frame for the new stone structure, and then demolished all of the adobe, save for a small side chapel. Lamy ran short of cash, however—hence the stumpy aspect of the cathedral’s facade, which should be topped with domed towers.

Inside is all Gothic-inspired light and space and glowing stained-glass windows, with a gilt altar screen installed in 1987 for the centennial of the building’s dedication. It features primarily New World saints, such as Kateri Tekakwitha, a 17th-century Mohawk woman beatified in 1980 and canonized in 2012 (her statue also stands outside the cathedral). She is depicted with a turtle, representing her membership in the Turtle Clan.

The salvaged adobe chapel is to the left of the altar. It is dedicated to the figure of La Conquistadora, a statue brought to Santa Fe from Mexico in 1625, carried away by the retreating Spanish during the Pueblo Revolt, then proudly reinstated in 1693 and honored ever since. She glows in her shimmering robes, under a heavy viga ceiling. Lamy, who died in 1888, probably shudders in his crypt in front of the main altar.

On your way out, check the great cast-bronze doors—they’re usually propped open, so you’ll have to peer behind to see the images depicting the history of Catholicism in New Mexico. One plaque shows the Italian stoneworkers constructing the cathedral, and another shows families fleeing from attack in 1680—a rare depiction of the Pueblo Revolt that’s sympathetic to the Spanish.

Museum of Contemporary Native Arts

108 Cathedral Pl.; 505/428-5912; www.iaia.edu; 10am-5pm Mon. and Wed.-Sat., 11am-4pm Sun.; $10

Occupying two floors in the city’s former post office, the Museum of Contemporary Native Arts is the showcase for students, professors, and alumni of the prestigious Institute of American Indian Arts. The shows can be hit or miss; if your time is limited, the Museum of Indian Arts & Culture on Museum Hill is a better bet. The gift shop stocks items with a good blend of modern and traditional styles.

Loretto Chapel

207 Old Santa Fe Tr.; 505/982-0092; www.lorettochapel.com; 9:30am-4:30pm daily; $5

Initiated by Bishop Lamy in 1873, the Loretto Chapel was the first Gothic structure built west of the Mississippi. Its beautiful interior has a great story to match, although the recording broadcast inside (the place was desanctified in 1971) explaining all this on an endless loop is slightly maddening.

The chapel’s decorative elements reflect Lamy’s fondness for all things European: the stations of the cross rendered by Italian masons, the harmonium and stained glass windows imported from France. Even the stone from which it was built was hauled at great expense from quarries 200 miles south.

What draws the eye is the elegant spiral staircase leading to the choir loft. Made entirely of wood, it makes two complete turns without a central support pole. It was built in 1878 by a mysterious carpenter who appeared seemingly at the spiritual behest of the resident Sisters of Loretto. The carpenter toiled in silence for six months, the story goes, then disappeared, without taking any payment. He was never heard from again—though some historians claim to have tracked him down to Las Cruces, where he met his end in a bar fight.

San Miguel Chapel

401 Old Santa Fe Tr.; 505/983-3974; www.sanmiguelchapel.org; 1pm-3pm Mon., 10am-3pm Tues.-Sat., docent history talks 11am and 2pm Tues.-Sat.; donations accepted

The San Miguel Chapel is a sturdy adobe building where Mass is still said in Latin at 2pm on Sunday. It is the oldest church structure in the United States, and it’s set in Barrio de Analco, the city’s oldest residential neighborhood, at the head of De Vargas, the oldest street. The church was built starting in 1610, and then partially reconstructed a century later, after it was set aflame in the Pueblo Revolt. Its stone buttresses are the product of a desperate attempt to shore up the sagging walls in the late 19th century.

The interior is snug and whitewashed, with a restored altar screen that had been covered over in house paint for decades. The late 18th-century work is attributed to the anonymous Laguna Santero, a Mexican artist who earned his name from the intricately carved and painted screen at the Laguna Pueblo church, near Albuquerque. The screen functions as an enormous picture frame, with both oil paintings and bultos (painted wood statues of saints) inserted in the openings. In front of the altar, cutouts in the floor reveal the building’s original foundations.

The old church bell, set at the back of the church, is said to have been cast in Spain in 1356. It was brought to the New World and installed at San Miguel in the early 19th century, and it hums beautifully even when tapped.

New Mexico State Capitol

491 Old Santa Fe Tr.

A round building with an entrance at each of the cardinal points, the 1966 New Mexico State Capitol mimics the zia sun symbol used on the state flag. In the center of the rotunda is a mosaic rendition of the state seal: the Mexican brown eagle grasping a snake and shielded by the American bald eagle. Don’t forget to look up at the stained-glass skylight, with its intricate Indian basket-weave pattern.

But the real attraction of the Roundhouse, as the building is commonly known, is its excellent but often overlooked art collection (505/986-4614; www.nmcapitolart.com; 8am-5pm Mon.-Fri.; free), with works by the state’s best-known creatives. You’ll find paintings and photographs in the halls on every floor, in the upstairs balcony area of the senate, and in the 4th-floor Governor’s Gallery.

Oh, and the building is used for legislating—though not particularly often (beginning on the third Tuesday in January, for 30 days in even-numbered years, and 60 days in odd). When house and senate meetings are in session, visitors are welcome to sit in the galleries and watch the proceedings.

Georgia O’Keeffe Museum

217 Johnson St.; 505/946-1000; www.okeeffemuseum.org; 10am-5pm Thurs.-Mon.; $20

Opened in 1997, the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, northwest of the plaza, honors the artist whose name is inextricably bound with New Mexico. The contrarian member of the New York avant-garde (“Nothing is less real than realism,” she famously said) started making regular visits to the state in the 1920s, and then moved to Abiquiu full-time in 1949, a few years after the death of her husband, photographer Alfred Stieglitz.

Many of O’Keeffe’s finest works—her signature sensuous, near-abstract flower blossoms, for instance—have already been ensconced in other famous museums, so it’s best to temper expectations accordingly. That said, the exhibits provide an intimate look at the artist’s life not easily seen elsewhere, as they draw on the work that she kept, plus ephemera and other work her foundation has amassed since her death in 1986. Often the space is given over to exhibitions on her contemporaries or those whose work she influenced or admired.

The museum offers a variety of tours, most notably an in-depth look at O’Keeffe’s home and studio at Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu ($60-200).

Construction of a new campus slated to replace the museum, one block east of the current site, is expected to start in 2024. Upon its completion, the new museum will display more of its collection, host more educational initiatives, and provide public access to a one-acre green space.

Cross of the Martyrs and Historic Fort Marcy Park

Sitting at the top of a hill overlooking downtown Santa Fe, the white Cross of the Martyrs is a memorial to the Spanish settlers who were killed in the Pueblo Revolt. It’s not a strenuous walk, and the bird’s-eye view from the hilltop is excellent.
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the view at the Cross of the Martyrs



Behind the cross is Historic Fort Marcy Park, site of the first U.S. fort in the Southwest, though today there are no signs of it remaining. Built in 1846 by General Kearny, the fort was then abandoned in 1894, and the land was disused for several decades. The path up to the cross begins on Paseo de Peralta just east of Otero Street.

CANYON ROAD AND THE EASTSIDE

This narrow mostly one-way street southeast of the plaza epitomizes “Santa Fe style,” or at least the ritzy side of it. The galleries are the primary draw, but it’s worth heading a bit off the main drag, too. There’s a city parking lot at the east (upper) end of the road and public parking near the bottom just north off Canyon Road on Delgado Street. Public restrooms (9:30am-5:30pm daily) are near the west end, in the complex at 225 Canyon Road, behind Meyer Gallery.

TOP EXPERIENCE

S Canyon Road Galleries

Canyon Road, from Paseo de Peralta to East Palace Ave.

The intersection of Paseo de Peralta and Canyon Road is ground zero for the city’s art market. This is the beginning of a 0.5-mile strip that contains more than 80 galleries. In the summer, Canyon Road is a solid mass of strolling art lovers—pro collectors and amateurs alike. It’s especially thronged on summer Fridays, when most galleries have an open house or an exhibition opening, from around 5pm until 7pm or 8pm.

Hard to believe, but the street wasn’t always chockablock with thousand-dollar canvases. Long ago, it was farmland, irrigated by the “Mother Ditch,” Acequia Madre, which still runs parallel one block to the south. Starting in the 1920s, transplant artists settled on this muddy dirt road, and the area gradually came to be associated with creative exploits. Eventually the art market really boomed in the 1980s. While those days have long since passed and many of the road’s galleries seem to be in the throes of a never-ending game of musical chairs, it remains an enthralling stretch with some real gems.

El Zaguán

545 Canyon Rd.; 505/983-2567; www.historicsantafe.org; 9am-5pm Mon.-Fri.; free

In addition to the galleries and a few of the city’s best restaurants, you’ll also pass the mid-19th-century house El Zaguán, which contains the offices of the Historic Santa Fe Foundation. Named for its long internal hallway (zaguán), the building was the home of a local merchant, James L. Johnson, from 1854, and then occupied by several other city bigwigs after he lost his fortune in 1881. Its garden (9am-5pm Mon.-Sat.), laid out in the late 19th century, is a lovely place to rest in the summer.

Camino del Monte Sol

To get some sense of what the neighborhood was like before the gallery era, walk south on Camino del Monte Sol, which is still residential—though decidedly tonier now than in centuries past. Turning off Canyon Road, you’ll cross Acequia Madre, shaded by cottonwoods and channeling water through the neighborhood. Farther up the road, starting at No. 558, is a clutch of homes first inhabited in the 1920s by Los Cinco Pintores, the band of young realist painters who called themselves the “five little nuts in five mud huts.” (Will Shuster is the best known of the five today, in part because he started the Zozobra tradition; Walter Mruk, Fremont Ellis, Joseph Bakos, and Willard Nash were the other four.)

Johnnie’s Cash Store

420 Camino Don Miguel; 505/982-9506; 9am-3pm Mon.-Sat.; cash only

Cut east on Camino Santander, then north on Camino San Acacio and northwest on Camino Don Miguel to find the several-decades-old Johnnie’s Cash Store, a little relic of a corner store, complete with a swinging screen door and a steamer full of famous homemade tamales.

Cristo Rey Catholic Church

1120 Canyon Rd.; 505/983-8528

Head beyond the shops and through a residential stretch to the far north end of Canyon Road to see John Gaw Meem’s enormous Cristo Rey Catholic Church. Built of 180,000 adobe bricks around a steel frame, the church opened in 1940 but looks as if it could be much older. Inside is a dramatic mid-18th-century baroque stone altarpiece, salvaged from La Castrense, the military chapel that used to occupy the south side of the plaza.

New Mexico Military Museum

1050 Old Pecos Tr.; 505/476-1477; newmexicomilitarymuseumfoundation.org; 10am-3pm Mon., Wed. and Fri.; free

One of three small museums in a single complex a bit out of the center, the New Mexico Military Museum began as a homegrown memorial for soldiers in the Bataan Death March of World War II. It was a particular tragedy in New Mexico because most of the state’s national guardsmen, drafted as the 200th Coast Artillery, were among the more than 70,000 U.S. and Filipino soldiers subject to torture, malnourishment, random execution, and three years’ imprisonment. Of the 1,800 who started in the regiment, fewer than 900 came home, and a full one-third of those men died in the first year back.

The troops’ experience is recalled with newspaper clippings, maps, and testimonials. The museum also contains Civil War memorabilia and exhibits on Native American contributions in U.S. wars, such as the Choctaw and Navajo code talkers of World War I.

Santa Fe Children’s Museum

1050 Old Pecos Tr.; 505/989-8359; www.santafechildrensmuseum.org; 10am-6pm Wed.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun.; $5

Kids can have tons of hands-on fun at the Santa Fe Children’s Museum. Fitting for New Mexico, pint-size looms give kids a chance to learn to weave. Then there are the globally appealing bits: a giant soap-bubble pool, face painting, fun-house mirrors, and a dazzling collection of bugs. On Thursdays after 4pm, admission is free.

MUSEUM HILL

These museums on the southeast side merit the trip from the plaza area. It’s a short drive, or you can take the “M” route bus or the free Santa Fe Pick-Up shuttle, optionally strolling back downhill to the center, about a 30-minute walk via Camino Lejo and Old Santa Fe Trail.

Museum of Spanish Colonial Art

750 Camino Lejo; 505/982-2226; www.spanishcolonial.org; 1-4pm Wed.-Fri.; $10

The museum of the Spanish Colonial Arts Society exhibits a strong collection of folk art and historical objects dating from the earliest Spanish contact. One-of-a-kind treasures—such as the only signed retablo (altarpiece) by the 19th-century santero Rafael Aragón—are shown alongside more utilitarian items from the colonial past, such as silk mantas, wool rugs, and decorative tin. The museum features an extensive collection of Peruvian art, and new work by contemporary artisans is also on display.


It’s Not All Adobe

Santa Fe’s distinctive look is the product of stringent building codes that define and maintain “old Santa Fe style,” from the thickness of walls (at least eight inches) to the shade of stucco finish, in only “brown, tan, or local earth tones.” But look closely, and you’ll see some variations.

COLONIAL

Colonial is the term applied to adobe (or adobe-look) buildings, usually one story, with their typical rounded edges and flat roofs supported by vigas, the long crossbeams made of single tree trunks. The style mimics one developed by the Spanish colonists in the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries, based on their previous experience with adobe architecture and forms they saw in the pueblos. The Museum of Spanish Colonial Art (750 Camino Lejo) is one of many such styled buildings throughout the city.

TERRITORIAL

In the 19th century, when New Mexico became a U.S. territory and the railroad could carry new building materials, timber-frame houses came into fashion. These so-called territorial buildings were often two stories tall, with balconies, and trimmed with brick cornices and Greek revival details, such as fluted wood columns and pediments above windows. The James Johnson Building (62 Lincoln Ave.), on the northeast corner of the plaza, is a fine example of the style developed in this period.

PUEBLO REVIVAL

In the early part of the 20th century, the Pueblo Revival style was the product of architects like John Gaw Meem and Isaac Rapp, who admired the pueblo mission churches and Spanish colonial adobes for their clean-lined minimalism. Because they used frame construction, Pueblo Revival buildings could be taller: Rapp’s New Mexico Museum of Art (107 W. Palace Ave.) towers on the northwest corner of
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