
Take an adventure through history with three FREE historical novels from James Rada, Jr.

[image: image]

Visit jamesrada.com/newsletter-email

and enter your email

to receive your FREE novels.

Write Now!

[image: image]

How to Make a 
Living Freelance Writing

––––––––
[image: image]


by

James Rada, Jr.




Other books by James Rada, Jr.

Non-Fiction


	A Love Returned

	Battlefield Angels: The Daughters of Charity Work as Civil War Nurses

	Beyond the Battlefield: Stories from Gettysburg’s Rich History

	Clay Soldiers: One Marine’s Story of War, Art, & Atomic Energy

	Echoes of War Drums: The Civil War in Mountain Maryland

	Kidnapping the Generals: The South’s Most-Daring Raid Against the Union Army

	The Last to Fall: The 1922 March, Battles & Deaths of U.S. Marines at Gettysburg

	Looking Back: True Stories of Mountain Maryland

	Looking Back II: More True Stories of Mountain Maryland

	No North, No South: The Grand Reunion at the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg 

	Saving Shallmar: Christmas Spirit in a Coal Town

	When the Babe Came to Town: Stories of George Herman Ruth’s Small-Town Baseball Games

	Secrets of the C&O Canal: Little-Known Stories & Hidden History Along the Potomac River

	Secrets of Catoctin Mountain: Little-Known Stories & Hidden History Along Catoctin Mountain

	Secrets of Garrett County: Little-Known Stories & Hidden History of Maryland’s Westernmost County

	Secrets of the Gettysburg Battlefield: Little-Known Stories & Hidden History from the Gettysburg Battlefield

	Secrets of Washington County: Little-Known Stories & Hidden History Where Western Maryland Starts



Fiction


	Canawlers (Canawlers #1)

	The Complete Canawlers Series

	Between Rail and River (Canawlers #2)

	Frostburg Burning (Black Fire #3)

	Lock Ready (Canawlers #3)

	My Little Angel

	October Mourning

	The Rain Man

	Smoldering Betrayal (Black Fire #1)

	Strike the Fuse (Black Fire #2)







Write Now!

[image: image]

How to Make a 
Living Freelance Writing

––––––––
[image: image]


by

James Rada, Jr.

AIM

Publishing

A division of AIM Publishing Group

HOW TO MAKE A LIVING FREELANCE WRITING

Published by AIM Publishing, a division of AIM Publishing Group.

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

Copyright © 2022 by James Rada, Jr.

All rights reserved.

Printed in the United States of America.

First printing: December 2022.

ISBN 978-1-7352890-6-9

AIM

Publishing

315 Oak Lane  Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 17325

Contents

[image: image]

Introduction

Why Freelance?

First Steps

What Type of Freelancer Are You?

Commercial Writing

Business/Marketing Writing

Scientific/Scholarly Writing

Breaking Through Writer’s Block

Indie Publishing

Long-Term Goals

Other Streams of Revenue

The Business Side of Writing

Your Platform

Marketing

Final Thoughts

Appendix A: Content Mills

Appendix B: Sample Query Letters

Appendix C: Useful Programs for Freelancers

Appendix D: Freelance Job Sources

About the AuthorAbout

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]



[image: image]


Introduction
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Things don’t look so great for writers nowadays. Although the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates that the number of reporter jobs will increase by six percent over the next decade, the market doesn’t seem to be showing it. A Pew research study showed that newsrooms in the country had lost 26 percent of their employees between 2008 and 2020.

So if you want to find work as a writer, you need to create your own opportunities and not depend on someone else to give you a job. Work is still available for freelance writers if you know how to look for it and go after it when you do find it. 

You can even make a better living as a freelance writer than as a newspaper reporter, though it’s not an easy career choice. One report I read said that 84 percent of freelance writers can’t earn a living solely as a freelance writer. The potential is there, but you need to make it a goal to be part of the 16 percent.

However, TheTilt.com looked at content creators across a variety of industries in its publication The Creator Next Door. “Few creators are striking it rich, but many are earning enough to support themselves. Just over half (51%) of full-time content creators say they’re making enough to at least support themselves. Of that group, 19% support more than one person,” Joe Pulizzi, founder of The Tilt, said.
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Reprinted with permission. “U.S. newsroom employment has fallen 26% since 2008.” Pew Research Center, Washington, D.C. (July 13, 2021) https://www.-pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/07/13/u-s-newsroom-employment-has-fallen-26-since-2008/. 

I’ve been a professional writer since 1988, al-though all that time hasn’t been as a freelance writer. I’ve written novels, short stories, magazine articles, technical materials, and newspaper columns. I’ve also created ads, brochures, television commercials, and radio spots; edited magazines; and probably done some more stuff I’m forgetting.

It’s all part of being a freelance writer. You are your own boss, doing work for several different clients. You choose your own clients and assignments, but you usually have to keep a lot of projects moving at once in order to earn a living. If you wait until one project is finished before beginning your next one, you won’t be able to make enough money to live on unless that one project requires you to work full time.

Over the years, I’ve had two freelancing careers that focused on different aspects of the business. The first time I worked as a full-time freelance writer, which lasted seven years. I did it because I was tired of working for a company—or at least a boss—who treated employees poorly. I decided to set out on my own. During this stint as a freelance writer, I primarily did technical editing, advertising copywriting, and articles for trade magazines.

I managed to make a living at it, but if there’s an easy way and a hard way of doing something, my first freelancing career was definitely the hard way. I had almost no clue as to what I was doing, and so I limped along, just managing to get by and certainly not having any fun doing the work.

Then my wife and I decided to start our family, and she wanted to cut back on her work hours at her job. My income at the time fluctuated too widely, and with the additional expenses that we would soon have, I realized that I needed to go back to work for a weekly check. I found a job as a newspaper reporter. It certainly didn’t pay well, although I enjoyed the work.

My current freelance writing career came not from choice but necessity. After working for eight years as a newspaper reporter and editor, the newspaper I was working for shut down, and my family was not in a position to move so that I could write full time for another newspaper.

Luckily, I had already been doing some part-time freelance writing for a few months prior to the newspaper’s closure, and I was able to hit the ground running. Plus, technology had improved between my two freelance writing careers. I found it much easier and less costly to work remotely with clients across the country. For instance, I saved a lot of money on postage because e-mail was now the predominant way to communicate with editors and clients. Online databases cut down on my need to travel to various places to research a topic.

I now make a good living as a full-time freelance writer, and I am loving my work. I am not alone in that feeling. The Tilt found that just one percent of the creators they surveyed regretted their decision. So, you may work hard and struggle to get traction in the writing and publishing world, but you won’t mind it because you’ll love the work. As Pulizzi noted in The Creator Next Door, “Content creators may be the most satisfied workers on the planet.” 

This book is adapted from a class I’ve been teaching at a couple of community colleges and a local arts council for the past ten years. As such, I’ve incorporated the changes I’ve made to it over the years based on feedback from my students. I’ve also written it to answer a lot of the questions that my students commonly ask. Hopefully, I’ve answered questions you might have. If not, feel free to e-mail me at jimrada@yahoo.com.

Throughout the book you will see short breakouts titled Strategy Tips. These are suggestions for a way you might start using the concepts taught in the book. It’s not the only way to do things, but it’s a way that I’ve found works, and it’s worth a try to see if it works for you.

At a time when the country was in a recession, I have seen my business grow by more than 15 percent each year, and I expect it to do so again this year.

Whether you are looking for full-time income like I needed or would just like to make a few hundred extra bucks a month, this book can show you how to lay out your freelance writing career path.
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Why Freelance?
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When I mention freelance writing, what type of writing jumps to mind? Blogs? Newspaper columns? Magazine features? Writing about cats, gardening, food? That is probably the type of freelancing that you should focus to start your work as a freelancer. Meanwhile, you’ll want to keep your eyes open for other opportunities where you can put your writing skills to work to increase your experience and grow your freelance-writing business.

Freelance writing is simply someone paying you to write something, whether it’s an ad, novel, or article. They are paying for the writing, not you. Here are some of the types of freelance writing I’ve done: 

	Newsletters 

	Newspaper columns

	Radio scripts

	Newspaper articles

	Catalogs

	Magazine articles

	Press releases

	Short stories 

	Novels

	Magazine editing 

	Ads  

	Teaching

	Brochures 

	Blogs

	Direct mail packages

	Public speaking


Do any of these things appeal to you? You may be able to come up with some other types of writing not on my list, and that’s great. Perhaps, it is an underserved market you can fill. The list of things I’ve written certainly isn’t all-encompassing. For instance, I don’t do poetry or movie scripts. That’s not to say I never will, but it isn’t something I want to do at this point. Lots of things need to be written, and you can be the person doing that writing. You just need to find them.

Freelance writing has plenty of advantages that make it the perfect job for me, and hopefully, you. That doesn’t mean there aren’t drawbacks that you need to consider. First and foremost, it is hard work that requires you to wear several different hats. You can’t sit around waiting for inspiration to strike. Nor can you only write while someone else handles your marketing, sales, production, bookkeeping, etc.

Let’s look at the advantages to being a freelance writer. Some are specific to freelancing and some are the advantages of working for yourself. You may even come up with some that I’ve missed. These are the ones that I’ve found that I like as a full-time freelance writer.

Advantages

You can set your own hours. – I am a morning person. I am up early ready to work. When my kids were younger, I used to get a couple hours of work done before I took a break to get them ready for school. Once they were out the door, I would work some more, then take a break to exercise, do something fun, do a house errand, or something else. As a freelance writer, you are your own boss. You know the work that needs to be done, and you should set your time accordingly. Your clients don’t care when you are working, only that you are completing their projects on time. If you are freelancing part-time, you can still set your own hours, but you will need to fit them around your full-time work schedule.

You can work from home. – Having a home office has tax advantages, but you will also appreciate it when the weather is bad. On snowy winter mornings, I don’t have to worry about digging my car out from the snow and creeping to work on snow-covered streets. I simply walk down the hallway to my home office. The only traffic I have to worry about is tripping over one of the family cats. However, it can be hard to concentrate in the evenings or mornings when there are other people moving around and making noise. If that’s the case with you, you might need to set rules and ask your family to honor them. It can be something as simple as opening or closing your door: if your office door is open, they can come in; if it is closed, they need to stay out. Also, unlike working in a newsroom or office, I can play music I like or listen to old-time radio shows. If that is distracting to you, you can work in silence. It’s your choice.

You choose your work. – As a freelance writer, you choose your work in two ways. 1) You’ll send out queries, pitching story ideas to publications or companies about your abilities. You only send out ideas to publications and companies you’re interested in writing for. 2) Once editors start contacting you about writing for them, you can choose which ones you want to write for and which ones you want to pass on. 
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You determine your income – When I was working for other people, I had employers tell me, “I wish I could give you a bigger raise, but the company’s not allowing it.” My wife had a job once where all the raises in her department had to average out to a departmental percentage, which meant for one person to get a larger-than-average raise, one of her co-workers had to get a smaller-than-average raise. As a freelance writer, your income depends on you and you alone. If you’re a hard worker and inventive about finding revenue streams or very productive, this is an encouraging prospect. My income has grown by double-digit percentages each year I’ve freelanced this second time. As a part-time freelance writer, you’ll find those freelancing checks nice gifts in the mail that can easily add up to a couple thousand dollars to your income annually.

You enjoy tax advantages – You get some nice tax advantages as a freelance writer. If you do your writing from a home office, you can write off part of your mortgage and home expenses on your taxes. You can pad your retirement by setting up your own company retirement plan. I have also found that there are a lot of things I use in my business that I might otherwise have bought: computer, software, new desk chair, printer ink, etc. They all become tax deductions when used in my business.

You are not dependent on one revenue stream – When you work for a company and get one paycheck a week, you are dependent on that company. Your fortunes rise or fall with the company’s success. I found that out the hard way when the newspaper I was working for as an editor had to shut down. I was lucky in that instance because I had some freelance income already established. I used my time while unemployed to build that freelance income up to a full-time job. As a freelance writer, you can work in a variety of fields and in a variety of media. Each assignment will earn you a paycheck, some large and others small, but when you are getting a half a dozen checks a week, they will add up to a decent income.

Disadvantages

While freelance writing is a great job and one that I love, it is not perfect. Here are some drawbacks I have found working as a freelance writer:

Your cash flow can be inconsistent – When you work for someone, you get paid regularly: once a week, every two weeks, etc. You can budget for how you will meet any of your household expenses. As a freelance writer, it can be hard to know when your next check is coming in the mail. I have clients who will pay a portion up front and the remainder on completion of the project. Other clients pay 30 or 60 days after publication of an article, and the publication of an article might be up to a year after I have submitted it. Trying to balance my cash flow so that I’ve got enough money each month is impossible if rely on cash in hand. I’ve developed a budget for expenses. I put all of my income into a savings account, and then at the beginning of the following month, I transfer the budget amount into my checking account and pay my bills. It’s the only way I can work it. Think of it as giving yourself a paycheck.

Freelancing is lonely work – Although you will go to meetings and do interviews for articles, for the most part, freelance writing is lonely work. You sit alone in a room in front of a computer. That’s why I like to have old-time radio shows playing while I work. It provides background voices so I don’t feel quite so lonely. It’s also why I like to get out and interact when I can. I attend a weekly writers group to enjoy the company of other writers.

You need to be disciplined – Working at home, it’s easy to get distracted. There are TV shows on that you want to watch or dishes piling up in the sink that need washing. Even housework can seem more appealing than the hard work of putting together an article or a marketing campaign. There’s also the problem of friends who think you’re always free. They call or stop in when you’re working. You have to be able to set limits and goals for your work day and stick to them.

You can easily overwork – It’s easy to work too long and wind up burned out. When I was starting out, I worked long hours to grow my business. Now, when I’ve got free time, I find myself at a loss for something to do. It’s hard to turn off the work sometimes, but you’ve got to, or you can burn out. Develop some hobbies, in particular, active ones that will provide you with the physical activity you need.

You need to learn to withstand rejection – As a full-time freelance writer, you are going to be sending out query letters and manuscripts multiple times during the week. You’ll be calling on clients looking for work. You need to have a strong ego to withstand rejection (and you will get rejected). Not even the best writers have a perfect track record of placing all their stories.
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You are responsible for everything – As a freelance writer, you are generally going to be a one-person show. You won’t be able to simply write articles and stories. You will need to market yourself, keep the books, pay bills, answer phones, etc. The Tilt.com survey, The Creator Next Door, found that “On average, full-time content creators spend about half their time creating content. The other half is spent on business issues like content distribution, promotion, marketing, sales, and administration/operations.” It is all part of the nuts and bolts of running your own company, which is what your freelancing career is... a business. If you do reach a point where you are earning enough, you can farm some of those jobs out, such as hiring a bookkeeper or virtual assistant. Those services cost, though, so it is usually best that you do them yourself while you are building your business. 






Why Employers Like Freelancers

Part of being successful as a freelancer is understanding what role you play with an employer and how you help them. Knowing that, you can fulfill the role better, improve customer satisfaction, retain clients, and get more work.

Magazines use freelance writers because they provide new sources of ideas and different perspectives. Take a magazine like Pennsylvania Magazine, for which I have written many articles. The magazine seeks to cover the events and history of the entire Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. If the magazine had to hire staff to do all of that, it would be expensive. Not only would the magazine have to pay the full-time salaries and benefits of all the staff that would be needed, it would also have to pay for the cost to travel to locations across the state or to run regional offices. Instead, the magazine has people sending the editor ideas from which he or she can pick and choose. 

Also, the magazine doesn’t have to pay employment costs for freelance writers. The general estimate is that the cost of benefits and employer taxes paid by an employer on behalf of an employee account for an additional 30–40 percent above the employee’s salary. For example, a newspaper reporter earning $30,000 a year in salary, probably costs the newspaper $39,000 to $42,000 a year to employ when the value of benefits is included. That reporter works five days a week for 50 weeks a year writing an average of one story a day. That’s 250 stories a year. That means those stories cost the newspaper an average of $162 each. However, that same newspaper probably pays freelance columnists and writers only $75 to $100 a story.

Companies that use freelance marketing writers and copywriters do so for much the same reason. It costs them less than using an advertising agency. An agency works their operating costs into the amounts they charge their clients, and maintaining an office with four or five employees creates a lot more overhead than a single freelance writer working in his or her den at home. The company also gets more direct service from a freelance writer, and the company can also get a higher level of subject expertise depending on the writer they select.

So, freelancers save their clients money while giving them greater expertise. That creates a strong bargaining position for freelancers.
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First Steps
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Some writers jump into freelance writing full time. Some writers are forced into it. If you have the option, ease into it. Your blood pressure will thank you.

Start by working at freelance writing as a side gig. Build up a reputation and get some clients who like to use you regularly. They will form the foundation upon which you can build your business. Get examples clippings of your published work (called clippings in the industry) to use them to help you get future work. 

These things can take some time, so doing them while you are drawing a paycheck from a full-time job will reduce your stress when you do make the jump to full-time freelancing. It will also get you used to running a freelance writing business. You can work out the kinks that come with running your own business before you commit to it.

When you do go full time as a freelance writer, things will be stressful enough. Doing what I’m suggesting will minimize your problems.

Making the move to working as your own boss is going to be scary no matter how you do it, though. You have to take on a new mindset. You are no longer an employee who is working within a particular department of a company while others do their work in other departments. You are going to be doing everything. If you don’t work, you don’t get paid.

Many writers fear not being able to get enough
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